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TAM, Kb/ETO OKEAHBT CPELLIA BEUHATA NPOMET

anagoria Travel B KaHn Ha nbTewecTBmMe 40 OCTPOBa Ha
BeyHaTa nponetr - Magenpa. Cpeg 6e3KpanHuA
ATnaHTMYeCKM  OKeaH, [ApeBHW  AaBPOBU  ropw,
M3yMpygeHu naAaHWHKM, BOogoMNagn U BYAKAHWUYHMU
nersaxkm ce Kpue eguH OCTPOB, KOMTO CAKalW e cbbpan
Ha egHO MACTO BCMYKO, 3apagun KoeTo obuuyame ga
nbTyBame. OT KoAOpUTHUTE ynuum Ha @DyHwan go
BMCOKUTE M/@HMHCKM NbTULLE, 3eneHuTe AO0NAMHU W
ApamMaTuU4YHUTe CKanu Hag okeaHa — Magelipa e KpacuBa,
AViBa 1 M3HEeHagBalla Ha BCAKA KpaukKa.

Apyrn 6yTUKOBMU
AaBTOPCKM Nporpamm:




SALLINTEHIN B CAMOAETA:
UV AESNHQEKLNA HA
bOPOA HA , bbATAPIA EbP”

Mpwkama 3a 3gpaBemo, kompopma u cno-
koucmBuemo Ha nbmHuuume BuHazu e buna
cpeg ocHoBHume npuopumemu Ha ,Bvazapus
Evp“. 3amoBa HauuoHanHusm aBuonpeBos-
Bau npogbrkaBa ga npunaza egHa om Hau-
MOgepHUMEe mexXHOAO2UU 3a ge3uHdekuus
8 aBuauusma — cucmemama Honeywell UV
Cabin System II, kosmo e yacm om mepkume
3a noggvp>kaHe Ha Bucoku cmaHgapmu 3a Xxu-
2ueHa Ha bopga.

BvBegeHa kamo yacm om 3acuaeHume mepku
3a b6esonacHocm B ycaoBusma Ha 2nobanHa-
ma 3gpaBHa kpusa, UV mexHono2usma go-
kasBa cBosma edpekmuBHocm npe3 20guHu-
me u go gHec ocmaBa BakeH enemeHm om
npouecume no nogzomoBka Ha camonremume
3a norem. Hapeg ¢ pegoBHama gesuHdekuus
cbc cepmuduuupaHu npenapamu, cucmema-
ma gonpuHacs 3a noggbpXkaHemo Ha yucma u
cuzypHa cpega 3a nbmHuuume u ekunakume
Ha aBuokomnaHusma.

Honeywell UV Cabin System Il e cneuuanHo
paspabomeHa 3a Hykgume Ha aBuauusma
u usnoAn3Ba yampaBuonemoBa cBemauHa

3a obpabomka Ha noBvbpxHocmume B camo-
AemHama kabuHa. TexHoAnozusma no3BoasiBa
ebpekmuBHa gesuHbekuus Ha cegankume,
obaezankume, macuukume, kyxHeHckume no-
MeWeHUs U caHumapHume 30HU Ha 6opga,
BkAlouumeAHO Ha MpPygHOgOCMbNHU Mecma u
yHuwoXkaBa go 99.9% om Bcuuku Bupycu u
Bakmepuu, nonagHaAu Ha bopga.

MNoggopkaHemo Ha Hau-Bucoko HuBo Ha 3a-
wuma, Cu2ypHOCm U Xu2ueHa € gbA20CPOoUeH
aHzakumeHm Ha ,Bbacapus Evp“. KomnaHus-
ma npogvbakaBa ga uHBecmupa B gokasaHu
MEeXHOAOZUYHU peweHus u gobpu npakmuku,
koumo e2apanmupam cnokoucmBuemo Ha
nbmHuuume u kauecmBomo Ha obcAykBaHe-
mo no Bpeme Ha Bceku noaem.

BesonacHocmma Hukoza He e BpemeHHa
mspka, a nocmosiHeH aHzakumeHm. 3amo-
Ba ,Bbazapus Evp“ npogbakaBa ga u3noas-
Ba mexHonoz2uu ¢ gokasaHa edpekmuBHocm.
OcHoBHama uen Ha aBuokomnaHusma e ga
npegocmaBs cnokoUHu, ygobHU U cuz2ypHu no-
Aemu go Hag 20 gecmunauuu B cmpaHama,
EBpona u cBema. M

PROTECTED ON THE
PLANE — BULGARIA AIR
USES UV DISINFECTION
ON BOARD

Caring for the health, comfort, and peace

of mind of its passengers has always been
among Bulgaria Air’s top priorities. For this
reason, the national carrier continues to

use one of the most advanced disinfection
technologies in aviation — the Honeywell UV
Cabin System I, which is part of the airline’s
measures to maintain high hygiene standards
on board.

Introduced as part of enhanced safety
measures during the global health crisis, UV
technology has proven its effectiveness over
the years and remains an important element

of the aircraft preparation process before
every flight. Alongside regular disinfection with
certified cleaning products, the system helps
maintain a clean and safe environment for both
passengers and crew members.

The Honeywell UV Cabin System Il has been
specifically developed for the aviation industry
and uses ultraviolet light to treat surfaces
throughout the aircraft cabin. The technol-
ogy enables effective disinfection of seats,
headrests, tray tables, galleys, and lavatories,
including hard-to-reach areas, eliminating up
to 99.9% of viruses and bacteria that may be
present on board.

Maintaining the highest levels of protection,
safety, and hygiene is a long-term commitment
for Bulgaria Air. The company continues to in-
vest in proven technological solutions and best
practices that ensure passengers’ peace of
mind and the quality of service on every flight.

Safety is never a temporary measure — it is a
continuous commitment. That is why Bulgaria
Air continues to rely on technologies with
proven effectiveness. The airline’s primary
goal is to provide comfortable, convenient, and
secure flights to more than 20 destinations
across Bulgaria, Europe, and the world.
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AMCABOH

Omkput 2paga Ha omkpuBameaume ¢ Boazapus Evp
U Ce HacAagu Ha aBmeHmuyHus MNaweA ge Hamal

3umama 8 AucaboH e Meka kamo sU4yeH kpem,
cHsi2 He e Baaaa om 20 2oguHu, a Beazapus Eop
e eguHcmBeHama koMnaHus cbC 3UMHU horemu Codusi-AucaboH.

Ybeguxme AU me?

Pe3epBupall Ha WWw.air.bg @
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BOKO BACUAEB e eguH om Hau-yBaxkaBaHume
meneBu3uoHHU XXypHaaucmu B Bvazapus, Bogew, u npogyueHm
Ha "MaHopama" no BHT. dokmop no couuonozusi, Bb3anumaHuk
Ha Coduuckus yHuBepcumem, cneuuanusupan e 6
Xaugenbepe, MepmaHus. ABmop e Ha gecemku gokymeHmanHu
duamu, BkalouumeaHo “fOeuama Ha bawume”, 3a koumo
noAyuu Foasmama Haegpaga “Pobep Lyman” 3a 2007 2oguHa.

BOYKO VASSILEV is one of Bulgaria’s most renowned
television journalists, and the host and producer of the

talk show Panorama (broadcast on the National Bulgarian
Television). He holds a Ph.D. in sociology, is a Sofia University
alumnus, and has specialized in Heidelberg, Germany. He has
authored dozens of documentaries, including The Children

of the Fathers, for which he received Bulgaria’s 2007 Robert
Schuman Journalism Award.

NBAWUAO HUKOAOB e He3aBucum ukoHomucm ¢ npodecuoHaneH
onum u uHmepecu, cBovp3aHu ¢ noaumukume Ha ukoHomuuyeckus
npexog, pa3Bumuemo Ha puHaHcoBama cucmema,
UHCMUMYUUOHaAHUMeE npomeHu u eBponetckama uHmezpauus
Ha Bbazapus. Jokmop no ukoHomuka, obyuaBan ce B Bank of
England, EBponetckama ueHmpanHa 6aHka u QegepanHus
pe3epB.

IVAYLO NIKOLOV is an independent economist with professional
experience and interests related to economic transition policies,
financial system development, institutional changes and Bulgaria's
European integration. He holds a PhD in Economics and has
trained at the Bank of England, the European Central Bank and
the Federal Reserve.



3a noBeye uHPopmauus U obepma, MoAs cBbpxkeme ce ¢ Hawume mbpa0Bcku ekunu om M Kap pyn.

M Kap BapHa M Kap MaeBeH M Kap MaoBguB M Kap Codus

9023, BapHa 5800, MNaeBeH 4003, MaoBguB 1407, Codusn

ByA. "BA. BapHenuuk” 320 kB. "Apyx6a" 1 ByA. "KapnaoBcko woce” ByA. "YepHu Bpbx" 53
contact@bmw-mcarvarna.bg contact@bmw-mcarpleven.bg contact@bmw-mcar.bg contact@bmw-mcarsofia.bg
www.bmw-mcarvarna.bg www.bmw-mcarpleven.bg www.bmw-mcar.bg www.bmw-mcarsofia.bg
Ten.: +359 52 918 208 Ten.: +359 64 970 804 Ten.: +359 32 571296 Ten.: +359 2 49 28 335

Makcumanrusm npobez Ha BMW i3 50 xDrive Sedan (2026 2.) ce ouakBa ga gocmuza go 900 kunomempa (WLTP).

Tol kamo okoHuameAHume cmolUHocmu cb2AacHO WLTP He ca HaAudyHU, me3u gaHHu ca npegBapumenHu. HoBomo HanbAHO
enekmpuuecko BMW i3 50 xDrive First Edition Beye e gocmbnHo 30 nopbuka u npegaaza makcumaneH npobez go 906 kunomempa (WLTP).
BMW i3 50 xDrive First Edition: kombuHupaHu cmotHocmu cbaaacHo WLTP (EnVKV): koncymauus Ha eHepaust: 16,1 - 13,5 kBmu/100 kwm;
emucuu Ha COs: 0 2/km; CO; knac: A; npobez: 758 — 906 km.



00 ANCABOH -
N NPE3 3NIMATA

Bozama ucmopus, BeaukonenHa apxumek-
mypa, HenoBmopuma kyxHs u HansBaw, Ho-
mume Ha ¢ago HoweH >kuBom: AucaboH
ommsma Bcuuku usuckBaHus, 3a ga ce
Hapegu mexXgy Hau-npuBaekameaHume my-
pucmuuecku gecmunauuu B EBpona. [o-
6aBeme kbm moBa HeobukHoBeHo mekama
3uma, koamo we Bu no3BoAu ga obsagBame
HaBvbH gopu npe3 sHyapu, U we pasbepe-
me 3aw,o ce BbaHyBame om HoBuHama, ue
HauuoHanHusm aBuonpeBo3Bau "Bvazapus
Evp" npogoakaBa mpaguuuoHHama cu
AIMHAa AUHUS gO nopmya2aAnckama cmoauua
u npe3 3umama.

NMonemume om 3umMHusa ce3oH 3anoyBam Ha
17 gekemBpu c gBe uecmomu cegmuuHo - B
noHegeAHuk u yemBovpmvk. Morembm om
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your complimentary copy

Coodus usauma B 18:55 u we Bu gocmaBu
B8 AucaboH B 21:30 mecmHo Bpeme, muk-
Mo kozamo omBapsm ¢pago 3aBegeHusma B
AezeHgapHus kBapman Aadpama. ObpamHu-
am noaem om AucaboH e 8 22:20 u we Bu
gage Bpeme ga nochume Ha bopga npegu
kauaHemo B Codus paHO cympuHma.

Epux Mapus Pemapk, eguH om mMHo20mMO
20AeMu nucameau, BAalobuau ce B8 nopmy-
2anckama cmoauua, nuwe 3a AucaboH
maka: "lNpe3 Howma mou e npuka3seH 2pag,
koumo ce cnycka no ocBemeHume cu me-
pacu kom mopemo — mouHo kamo >keHa
B8 npa3HuuHu gpexu, kosmo causa ga no-
cpewHe mbMHusA cu AloboBHuk®. Cesa mo-
»keme ga ce ybegume AuuHo koako gobpo
e moBa onucaHue. H

FLY TO LISBON
EVEN IN WINTER

With its rich history, magnificent architecture,
unique cuisine, and nightlife filled with the mel-
ancholic notes of Fado, Lisbon ticks every box
to rank among Europe’s most appealing tourist
destinations. Add to this the exceptionally mild
winter—allowing you to dine outdoors even in
January—and you will understand why we are
excited by the news that the national carrier,
Bulgaria Air, is extending its traditional summer
route to the Portuguese capital into the winter
season.

Winter flights begin on December 17, operat-
ing twice weekly—on Mondays and Thursdays.
The flight from Sofia departs at 18:55 and ar-
rives in Lisbon at 21:30 local time, just as the
Fado venues in the legendary Alfama district
are opening their doors. The return flight from
Lisbon leaves at 22:20, giving you time to sleep
on board before landing in Sofia early the next
morning.

Erich Maria Remarque, one of the many great
writers who fell in love with the Portuguese
capital, described Lisbon this way: "At night, it
is a fairytale city cascading down its illuminated
terraces toward the sea—like a woman in fes-
tive attire descending to meet her dark lover."
Now, you can see for yourself just how apt that
description is. l
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UACAA N AMLA
FIGURES & FACES

-2.95%

20guHU mpsbBa ga pabomu eguH BbA2apuH CbC cpegHa pa-
H6omHa 3anaama, 3a ga cu no3Boau nokynkama Ha >kuAuwe
3a 200,000 eBpo, ako omgens 3a ueama 30% om mMeceuHus
cu goxog. M3uucaeHu no mo3u HauuH, >kuauwama B Boaza-
pus ca Hau-HegocmvnHume B usaa EBpona. Ha Bmopo msc-
mo e PymvHusa, kbgemo ca Hy)kHu 46.1 2oguHu. B Mbpuus
Bovnpeku zonsmomo nockbnBaHe Ha >kuAuwama HanocAegbk,
CnoBakusi (-61.2%) u Vicnanus (-15.8%). ca gocmambuHu 31 2oguHu. Hau-gocmovnHu ca gomoBeme B
Eupe (14.2 2oguHu), OaHus (14.7), ABcmpus (15.7) u Hugep-
AaHgus (16.3 2oguHu).

Average airfare prices in Bulgaria fell by 2.5% in August com- [ EN |
pared to the same month last year, according to Eurostat data.
Meanwhile, package holiday prices surged by 8.4% year-on-year.
Flight prices saw the steepest increases for Greeks (+16.3%), the
Irish (+14.4%), and Germans (+7.5%), while the sharpest drops
occurred in Slovakia (-61.2%) and Spain (-15.8%).

ca ce NoHWKUAU cpegHUME UeHU Ha camoaemHume noremu B Boa-
2apus npe3 aBzaycm cnpsaMo Cbwus Meceu, Ha MuHaAama 20guHa,
nokaszBam gaHHu Ha Eurostat. B cbwomo Bpeme ueHume Ha ha-
kemHume nouuBku ca ckouuau ¢ 8.4% Ha 2oguwHa 6asa. Hau-mHo-
20 ca nockbnHaAu noaemume 3a 2bpuume (+16.3%), upaaHguume
(+14.4%) u 2cepmaHuume (+7.5%), a Hal-MHO20 ca noeBmuHeAu B

A Bulgarian earning the average wage would need to work
for 48 years to afford a home costing €200,000, assuming
they set aside 30% of their monthly income for this purpose.
By this metric, housing in Bulgaria is the least affordable in
Europe. Romania ranks second, requiring 46.1 years of work.
In Greece, despite the recent sharp rise in housing prices, 31
years of income are sufficient to purchase a home. Housing
is most affordable in Ireland (14.2 years), Denmark (14.7),
Austria (15.7), and the Netherlands (16.3 years). Bl

19.4%

om MuHUMaAHama pabomHa 3anaama 8
Bbazapus ca Heobxogumu 3a 3apexXga-
Hemo Ha eguH aBmomobunem pesepBoap
¢ gusenoBo 2opuBo, noka3Ba cnpaBka Ha
EU Weekly Oil Bulletin. Mpegu Hauanomo
Ha BouHama B MpaH 3a ueama ca 6uAu
HyXHu 9.9%. B momenma Bba2apus uma
Hau-Aowus nokadamen B8 usaa EBpona -
AO2UYHO, 3aWomo uma u Hau-Huckama

MUHUMaAHa 3anAama om cmpaHume, a¥ *n‘ m“j’m
8 koumo usobwo cvbuwecmByBa makbB T e ==

npaz. Hau-gocmobnHo e gu3eAnoBomo .
2opuBo B Alokcembypz, kbgemo eguH
50-AumpoB pe3epBoap cmpyBa konkomo
3.8% om MuHumManHama 3anaama. B EB-
pona kamo usAo guseAbm e nockbnHan c
40% om ¢eBpyapu go cenmemBpu.

Filing a car's fuel tank with diesel in
Bulgaria requires 15.4% of the minimum
wage, according to the EU Weekly Oil
Bulletin. Before the war in Iran began, the

figure stood at 9.9%. Bulgaria currently eBpo gopkaBHa nomow, Wwe noAyvam bvazapckume 3emegeAcku cmonaHu, 3a ga ce komneH-
has the worst ratio in Europe—logically cupam noHe yacmuuHo HezamuBHume edekmu om kpusama B8 VpaH u psisko nockbnHasume
so, given that it also has the lowest mini- 2opuBa u mopoBe. Msapkama noayuu ogobpeHue om EBponetickama komucus u we ce npu-
mum wage among countries that man- Aaza go kpas Ha 2oguHama, kamo makcumanHusm pasmep Ha nomowma e go 50,000 eBpo
date such a threshold. Diesel is most Ha gpy>kecmBo.

affordable in Luxembourg, where filling a LEN ]
50-liter tank costs the equivalent of 3.8% Bulgarian farmers will receive €170 million in state aid to at least partially offset the negative ef-
of the minimum wage. Across Europe, fects of the crisis in Iran and the sharp rise in fuel and fertilizer prices. The measure has been
diesel prices rose by 40% between Feb- approved by the European Commission and will remain in effect until the end of the year, with a
ruary and September. ll maximum aid amount of €50,000 per company. l
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KO CA HAI1-OBAATAHITE
NbPXABIN B CBETA?

Bceku we Bu kaxe, ue Bbazapus uma egHu
om Hau-Huckume gaHbuu B8 EBponeuckus
cblo3. BoBegeHama npe3 2007-2008 zoguHa
cucmema ¢ 10% naocvk nogoxogeH u kopno-
pamuBeH gaHbk geucmBumeaHo omzoBaps
Ha moBa onpegeneHue. Makap ue npu Bce
no-wupokume npbcmu Ha Bbazapckume
npaBumeacmBa B nocAegHumMe gecemuHa
20gUHU He e cugypHo, ye moBa nonokeHue
we npogbAKU Owe gbA20.

Pasbupa ce, gaHbuHama mexXkecm ganeu He
ce u3syepnBa c gaHvka Bopxy goxogume: ms
BkalouBa akuusu, OOC, couuanHu ocugypoB-
ku, mecmHu makcu. Ako kankyaupame Bcuu-
ku, He e cuaypHo, ue Bvazapus we npogoa-
Ku ga usznekga kamo gaHbueH pau. A eguH
Manko no-pasauyeH nogxog no memama
moXe cbBcem ga npeobbpHe kaacupaHemo B8
EBpona. To3u nogxog e ga cpaBHuUm gaHbu-
HumMe npuxogu Ha egHa gbp>kaBa c HelUHus
6pymeH BbmpeweH npogykm. ToBa no3Bo-
AsBa ga oueHum gokonko npaBumeacmBama
cv3gaBam gobpu ycaoBus Ha pazBumue Ha
ukoHomukama, U gaAu He pasyumam camo
Ha gaHbuume, 3a ga cu ocuaypsm cpeg-
cmBa 3a xapueHe. Mo nocanegHama mouka
Bovazapus He e 3a 3aBucm, ako ce cbgu no
akmyanHu gaHHU Ha MexkgyHapogHus Bany-
meH PoHg.

Cnopeg msx u3au3sa, ye Boazapus e Bmo-
pama Hau-Bucoko obaazaHa cmpaHa... 8
cBema. Y Hac gaHbyHUMeE npuxogu gocmu-
2am go 38.8% om BBI (Bcuuku gaHHU ca 3a
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2024 2oguHa). EguHcmBeHo B npocAoByma-
ma ¢ Bucokume cu gaHbuu [aHus cbomHo-
weHuemo e owe no-Bucoko (45.3%). Owe
gBe bankaHcku cmpaHu nonagam 8 Ton 20
no mo3u nokazamea, HO me ca gaAneu 3ag
Boazapus: YepHa 2opa (29%, 15-0 macmo) u
Mopuus (27.8%, 19-0 macmo). 3a cpaBHeHue,
CveguHeHume wamu npubupam kamo gaHbo-
uu camo 19.5% om cBos BB, a cpegHusm
nokasamea 3a cBema kamo usno e gopu
no-Hucvk - 17.6%. Ha goHomo B kaacauu-
Ama A02UYHO nonagam npegumHo Bozamu
Ha nempoA gbp>kaBu, kbgemo npupogHume
6ozamcmBa ocuzypsBam HENPONOPUUOHAAHO
2o0AsMa yacm om bpymHus npogykm - Aubus
(1.2%), KyBeum (1.4%) Wpak (1.7%) u maka
Hamamuok .l

HAIN-OBAATAHUTE JIbPXXABIA
THE MOST TAXED COUNTRIES

1. OaHus / Denmark 45.3%
2. BbATAPUA | Bulgaria 38.8%
3. lWWBeuus / Sweden 38.7%
4. Hamubus /| Namibia 35.3%
5. NicaaHgus [ Iceland 33.4%
6. HoBa 3enaHgus [ New Zealand  32.6%
7. HopBezus | Norway 31.3%
8. EcyamuHu [ Eswatini 30.7%
9. Nlokcembype | Luxembourg 30.7%
10. QuHAaHgus / Finland 30.4%

WHICH COUNTRIES
HAVE THE HIGHEST
TAXATION?

Everyone will tell you that Bulgaria has some
of the lowest taxes in the European Union.
The 10% flat income and corporate tax system
introduced in 2007-2008 certainly fits this
description. However, given the increasingly
free-spending nature of Bulgarian govern-
ments over the last decade or so, it is far from
certain that this situation will last much longer.

Of course, the tax burden goes well beyond
income tax; it includes excise duties, VAT,
social security contributions, and local fees.
If we factor all of these in, it is not certain
that Bulgaria would still appear to be a tax
haven. A slightly different approach to the
subject could completely upend the European
rankings. This approach involves comparing
a country's tax revenue to its Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). This allows us to assess the
extent to which governments foster favorable
conditions for economic development versus
simply relying on taxes to fund their spend-
ing. On this latter point, Bulgaria’s position is
hardly enviable, judging by the latest data from
the International Monetary Fund.

The figures reveal that Bulgaria is the second
most heavily taxed country... in the world. Do-
mestic tax revenue reaches 38.8% of GDP (all
data refers to 2024). Only Denmark—notorious
for its high taxes—has a higher ratio (45.3%).
Two other Balkan countries also rank in the
top 20 by this metric, though they trail far be-
hind Bulgaria: Montenegro (29%, 15th place)
and Greece (27.8%, 19th place). By compari-
son, the United States collects only 19.5% of
its GDP in taxes, while the global average is
even lower—17.6%. Logically, the bottom of
the ranking is occupied primarily by oil-rich
nations where natural resources account for
a disproportionately large share of gross do-
mestic product—such as Libya (1.2%), Kuwait
(1.4%), and Iraq (1.7%).H
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peckoHpepeHuusma cAeg  no-
CAegHOmMO 3acegaHue Ha EBpo-
neuckama ueHmpaaHa  baHka
BopBewe pymuHHO u#')ucmuri
Aazapg omzoBapswe Ha Bbnpocume Ha go-
nycHamume B8 3aanama >kypHaAucmu c npo-
decuoHaAu3bM, 2paHuUYew, Ha MOMEHMU C
paBHogywue. Ta obaue Bugumo ce o>kuBu,
kozamo a nonumaxa kak BopBam naaHoBe-
me 3a guzumanHomo eBpo.
Peakuusma Ha pvkoBogumeakama Ha ELIB
He bewe cayvyauHa. JuaumaaHomo eBpo e
cpeg Hau-cmeAume npoekmu B8 yuemBbpmBe-
koBHama ucmopus Ha eguHHama eBponeu-
cka Baayma. Kvge c AlobonumcmBo, kvge
c manko mpeBo2a — memama nocmeneHx-
HO HaBau3a B exkegHeBHume paszoBopu Ha
350-me mMuauoHa 2pakgaHu Ha eBpo3oHa-
ma, BkalouumenHo B Halu-HOBus HEUH UAEH,
Boazapus.

‘:/.

PYI'OTO
NTAAHO
EBP()

% |

Tekem MBAIAO HYKOAOB / Pomozapagus iSTOCK

JAOKATO MHO3WUHA CE NMUTAT 3awo u kak
xopa u ¢upmu we u3noA3Bam guzumanHo
eBpo, 3ag Bucokume cmeHu Ha Hebocmubp-
2ava Ha ELIB BbB (paHkdypm ekunbm Ha
Naz2apg ce nomans BvB8 Bce no-amMbuuUO3HU
naaHoBe. Te HangprﬂmiposHamama goce-
2a uges.

NMAaamekHomo cpegcmBo, koemo ezpadk-
gaHume we u3noA3Bam nomexXgy cu u
kozamo naawam npu mbpzoBuu, uvecmo
ce geduHupa kamo ,guzumanHo eBpo Ha
gpebHo” (retail digital euro). WmeHHo 3a
Heezo KpucmuH Aazapg BegHvrk kasa, ue mo
we bvge ,gusumanHa ¢opma Ha napume B
bpou” (konkomo u napagokcaaHo ga 3Byuu
NnogobHO onpegeAneHue), gonbABawa eBpo-
MOHemume u eBpobaHkHomume.

CErA OBAYE ELIB 3AMUCAA HELLO owe
no-mawabHo. Beue ce 20Bopu 3a ,guguman-

Bumkama 3a uudppoBuzauusma Ha napume HU Bprg/l:e Ha eguH, a Ha gBa ¢poHma.
KakBo mpsbBa ga 3Haeme meXgy mpelﬁéaama u eHmycuasma?
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HO eBpo Ha egpo” (wholesale digital euro),
koemo we 3acezHe u3 ocHoBu gbAbokama
uHppacmpykmypa, no kosmo ce gBukam
20AEMUME napuyHu obemu mexXkgy duHaHco-
Bume uHCMumMyuuu.

Hakpamko, 3agauama e caegHama. Tpsb6-
Ba ga bbge cv3gageHo makoBa gusumanHo
eBpo, koemo ga ce Bkalouu kamo pasnaa-
wameAHo cpegcmBo B naamexkHume cuc-
memu, ynpaBasBaHu om ELIB u HauuoHaAHu-
me ueHmpanHu barvku B8 eBpo3oHama, npes
koumo npemuHaBam napuvyHume nomouu
u ¢ nomowma Ha koumo ce npukalouBam
cgenku ¢ ueHHu kHuxXa.

ToBa Moxke ga 3By4u abcmpakmHo 3a 06uk-
HoBeHume epakgaHu, koumo He Bukgam u
HAMam npegcmaBa kak pabomsm naamex-
Hume cucmemu. BcbwHocm cmaBa gyma
3a Bvnpoc, nosHam owe om gpeBHocmma
- kak ga npexBvpasme cpegcmBa (ocobeHo
Ha 20AeMU pas3cmosiHus) no-6bp3o, cuzypHo
u epekmuBHo.

NMPEAN BEKOBE C PA3BUTUETO HA
TbPIrOBUATA e cmaBano Bce no-Heygob-
HO ga ce npeHacsm napu (koumo mozaBa
ca buau camo B 6pou, pasbupa ce). B EB-
pona ca uupkyaupaau cmomuuu Baaymu,
a nbmuwama ca BbuAu onacHu u noHskoza
gake HeBb3amoXkHu 3a npemuHaBaHe. ToBa
nocmeneHHo e goBeno go nosBa Ha caoXkHa
cucmema om kpegumHu u naameXHuU om-
HoweHusa 6e3 napu B 6pou. Tvpz2oBuu ca
geno3upaau napu npu cBou koHmpazeHmu,
NapmHboOpuU UAU a2eHmu, Ha 6asa Ha koumo
ca usgaBaHu gokymeHmu, cpewy koumo e
Mo>KeAo ga ce noAyvyam cbomBemHu cymu —
gopu makuBa, geno3upaHu B ganeuHu zpa-
goBe u gop>kaBu. Te3u mexaHu3Mu ca npeg-
uu Ha cvBpemeHHume ,kopecnoHgeHmcku
Bpb3ku” Mexkgy baHkume — cucmemama,
npu kosmo me cu pa3mMeHsm cbobweHus
3a mpaHcdepu Ha CymMu 4pe3 NOoCpegHu-
yecmBomo Ha gpyau 2oAeMu B6aHKu U yecmo
CbWo Ha ueHmMpaAHume GaHku.

Ho gHec Bcuuko nak ce npomeHs. QuHaH-
coBama cdepa ce npeHacs B guzumanHus
cBsam u ako HskoU cu MucAu, ye ms u bes-
gpy2o Beue e mBopge omkbcHama om pe-
anHama ukoHomuka, fIBHO owe He e 3anos-
Ham ¢ Hau-HoBama BupmyanHa peaaHocm
— m.Hap. mokeHusauus.

TOKEHU3ALUATA, TO3N AEKO CTPAC-
KALL, TEPMWH, o3HauaBa guzumanHo u3-
obpassaBaHe Ha mpaguuuoHHU akmuBu
ype3 mexHoAo2usma Ha BupmyanHu ,pas-
npegeneHu peaucmpu” (distributed ledger
technology). BaokueUH e Hal-uzBecmHama
makaBa mexHonozus. [lpu Hes gaHHume
ce opeaHusupam B xpoHonozuvHa Bepuza
om ,6A0koBe”, coxpaHaBam ce Bobpxy mpe-
>ka om komnlompu, a npomeHume B8 msax ce
Bwkgam u koHmpoaupam egHoBpemMeHHO
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om Bcuuku 8 mpexkama.

Upe3 nogobeH npouec ¢uHaHcoBume UH-
cmumyuuu 3anoyBam ga usgaBam ,mo-
keHu”. ToBa ca guzumaAHU 3Hauu 3a Cob-
cmBeHocm uAu npaBa B8 HskakvB akmuB
(Hanpumep B geno3um uAu uHBeCcmuuUOHeH
¢doHg). Te3u mokeHu mMozam ga Bbgam us-
kynyBaHu obpamHo, HO no-BakHomo — ga
6bgam npexBbpAsHU UAU npogaBaHu cbe
cBemkaBuuHa 6vbp3uHa, npu uskAlouumeAHo
Hucku pa3xogu u makcumanHa cuzypHocm.
Taka ocmaBam B MuHaAnOmoO xapmueHume
gokymeHmu u gopu eanekmpoHHUme 3anucu
Ha uHdopmauus, u3noA3Bawu mMpPaguuuoH-
Hume 6aHkoBu kaHaAu u 6a3u om gaHHU.
Bmecmo moBa Ha ¢uHaHcoBume nasapu
cmaBam Bb3MoXHU 6bp3u  kpunmupaHu
mpaHcakuuu, 3anucBaHu Bbpxy 2opeonuca-
HUMe pasnpegeneHu peaucmpu.

BCUYKO TOBA 3BYYU MPEKPACHO u
obewaBawo kakmo 3a ¢uHaHcoBume uH-
cmumyuuu, maka u 3a nompebumeaume.
Obaue masu mMogepHusauus BbB ¢uHaHco-

Bume npogykmu u ycayau 3anouyBa ga 3aHu-
maBa ELIB, koeamo mvpcu macmo Ha guau-
maAHomo eBpo.

ELLE 3anouBa ga Bukga puckoBe u npobae-
Mu, ako baHkume cu obMeHam mokeHu3supa-
HU PuHaHcoBu akmuBu u Ha ¢uHaHcoBume
nasapu ce ckalouBam cgenku, 3aobukansu-
ku gocezawHama uHdpacmpykmypa. ToBa
6u npexBbpAuno nAame>kHume omHoweHus
u3uAA0 B yacmHu povue u MoXe ga Hapywu
goBepuemo u cmabuAaHocmma B naamexkHa-
ma cucmema, koumo ceza ca 2apaHmupaHu
om moBa, ye B Hes yyuacmBa ueHmpasHama
6aHka.

MMa u gpyau cepuo3Hu npumecHeHus. Te
ca cBbp3aHu c egHa ocobeHocm npu one-
pauuume ¢ mokeHu3upaHu akmuBu. Te He
Mo2am ga ce u3BopwBam upe3 gupekmHo
uHmezpupaHe Ha gocezawHume ¢opmMu Ha
odpuuuanHume Baaymu. B cpepama Ha mo-
keHusupaHume ¢uHaHcu Hal-ecmecmBeHu-
M U nogxogsiw, OM MEeXHOAO2UYHA 2AegHa
mouka nocpegHuk 3a pa3msHa u npukalou-
BaHe Ha cgenku ca cmeubbakoluHume — Bug



kpunmoakmuBu, cmouHocmma Ha koumo e
¢dukcupaHa Hau-yecmo kom cowecmByBa-
wa oduuuanHa Baryma.

TOYHO TYK U3HUKBA FOAAMA OINAC-
HOCT - noHe om eBponeucka 2aegHa mou-
ka. Okono 99% om cmeubvoakouHume no
cBema gHec ca ¢ ¢ukcupaH kypc kbm wam-
ckus gonap, a ogpomHa yacm om msix ca us-
gageHu om amepukaHcku komnaHuu. OcBeH
moBa CALL Beue umam pasBuma 3akoHoBa
ypegba u peeynauuu, HacbpuyaBawu cmeu-
H6bAkoUHUME, u3gageHu mam u obeaneueHu
¢ amepukaHcku gbp>kaBHu ueHHU kHuXa.

ELUB omgaBHa u3pas3sBa ckenmuuusom u
npegynpexgaBa 3a pasauuHu puckoBe no
OmMHOWeEHUe Ha cmeubbAkoUHUMe, gopu
ako makuBa kpunmoakmuBu ca u3gageHu
no eBponeuckomo npaBo u gopu ako ca
¢ukcupaHu kom eBpomo. Ceza ce nosBs-
Bam u HoBu cmpaxoBe. Beue Hanokuaume
ce amepukaHcku cmeubvbAkoUHU Mo2am ga
ce npeBopHam B He3zameHum eaemMeHm B
mokeHu3upaHume nasapu owe B HauaaHus

Ho gHec Bcuuko nak ce

npomeHa. PuHancoBama

chepa ce npeHaca B8
guaumanHus

cBam u ako Hakod

CU MUCAU, ue m4a U
be3gpyeao Beue e
mBobpge omkocHama om
peanHama ukoHomMuka,
A48HO owe He e
3ano3Ham ¢ Had-HoBama
BupmyaaHa peanHocm -
m.Hap. mokeHusauus

eman Ha msaxHomo pa3Bumue. B Bplokcea
u Qpankdypm Bwkgam 3anaaxa 3a oHoBa,
koemo Hapuuam ,eBponeucku cyBepeHu-
mem”, 3awomo EBpona nak b6u ce okasana
3aBucuma om BvHwHa uHdppacmpykmypa,
MEXHOAO2UU U peayAauuu.

3a ga ce usbezHe moBa, eBponeuckume
cmpame3u npusoBaBam Ha nomouw, guau-
manHomo eBpo upe3 nanaHoBe 3a BHegpsBa-
Hemo My B HoBus cBsam Ha mokeHu3upaHu-
me ¢uHaHcu.

3A LIEATA EUB PA3BUBA OABA HOBU
MPOEKTA, koumo we pa3wupsm yno-
mpebama Ha guzumaaHomo eBpo. MbpBu-
am makvB npoekm ce Hapuua Pontes (om
AamuHckama gyma 3a ,mocm”). Tolu we
npaBu Bpv3ka mekgy mokeHusupaHu ¢u-
HaHcoBu onepauuu, u3BbpwBaHu Ha Hasa
Ha pasnpegeAeHU pea2ucmpu, u cbwecm-
ByBawama cucmema Ha ELIB 3a npukalou-
BaHe Ha naamexkHu cgenku. Ngeama e, ue
ocuzypsBaHemo Ha gocmbn go nAamex-
Hama uHppacmpykmypa Ha ueHmpasHama
baHka u go napu, emumupaHu om Hes, 6u
yBeAuuuno 3HauumenHo goBepuemo u cu-
2ypHocmma. [TopBume peanHu nasapHu
mpaHcakuuu npe3 Pontes ca naaHupaHu 3a
masu eceH.

MexkgyBpemeHHo ELIB pabomu Bvpxy gpye
20A M npoekm, HapeueH Appia, koumo ce
Hamupa owe B aHanumuuHa ¢asa. Tol uma
cBpovxambuuuo3Hama ueA ga cv3gage HoBa
obwoeBponeucka cpega 3a ¢uHaHcoBu
mpaHcakuuu, 6asupaHu Ha pasnpegeneHu
pezucmpu, u3noA3Bawa ususA0 gugumanHo-
mo eBpo.

APPIA HECAYYANHO MNOBTAPA WMETO
Ha Via Appia, Hau-BakHus nom B gpeBHus
Pum. B HeomgaBHawHa peu MNuepo Yunono-
He, UAeH Ha ManbAHUMeAHuUs cbBem Ha ELLB,
kasBa, ue ¢ mo3u npoekm ,Bcuuku nomuwa
we Bogam kbm eBpomo”.

MocaegHOMO He e Npocmo UHMepecHa me-
madopa. To uszgaBa HaBapHo Hau-cmpame-
2uyeckus momuB 3a gus2umaasusupaHe Ha
eBpomo, koemo ga ce usznoa3Ba om Bcuuku
— om obukHoBeHus eBponeeu, go 2oremume
¢duHaHcoBu uHcmumyuuu. ELIB BcbwHocm
cb3gaBa ocHoBa 3a HanbAHO UHMez2pupaHa
¢duHaHcoBa uHdpacmpykmypa u puHaHcoBu
nasapu, kbgemo HauuoHaAHUMe 2paHuuu
2y6sim 3HauyeHue B MexHOAO2UYHO U npaBHo
OMHOWEHUE.

C gpyau gymu, 3ag Bcuuku mexHuuecku ge-
mauAu npo3upa u 02poMHUSM noAumuyecku
3an02 Ha gugumanHomo eBpo BvB Bcuukume
My Bepcuu ,Ha gpebHo” uAu ,Ha egpo”. Om
Hezo mMoXke ga 3aBucu He camo 6bgewemo
Ha obwama Baayma, a nocmuzaHemo Ha
egHa BbpxoBHa gbazocpouHa uen — Bce no-
nbAHama, gake Heobpamuma uHmezpauus
mexXgy gopxkaBume uaenku. Hl
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THE OTHER
DIGITAL EURO

The battle over the digitalization of our money is
playing out on two fronts, not just one. What do you
need to know, amidst the mix of apprehension and

enthusiasm?

By IVAYLO NIKOLOV / Photography iSTOCK

he press conference following the Eu-
ropean Central Bank’s latest meeting
was proceeding routinely, with Christine
Lagarde answering questions from jour-
nalists in the room with a professionalism that
bordered, at times, on indifference. However, she
visibly perked up when asked about the progress
of plans for the digital euro.
The ECB chief’s reaction was no coincidence.
The digital euro is one of the boldest projects in
the quarter-century history of the single European
currency. With a mix of curiosity and slight appre-
hension, the topic is gradually entering the daily
conversations of the Eurozone’s 350 million citi-
zens—including those in its newest member, Bul-
garia.

WHILE MANY WONDER WHY and how individu-
als and businesses will use the digital euro, La-
garde’s team—working behind the high walls of
the ECB skyscraper in Frankfurt—is immersing
itself in increasingly ambitious plans. These plans
go far beyond the concept as it was originally un-
derstood.

The payment instrument that citizens will use to
transact with one another and make purchases
from merchants is often defined as the "retail digi-
tal euro." It is precisely this that Christine Lagarde
once described as a "digital form of cash" (how-
ever paradoxical that definition may sound)—one
that would complement euro coins and banknotes.
Now, however, the ECB is planning something
even more ambitious. There is already talk of a
"wholesale digital euro," which would fundamen-
tally transform the underlying infrastructure used to
move large volumes of money between financial
institutions.
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In short, the objective is as follows: to create a digi-
tal euro capable of serving as a settlement asset
within the systems managed by the ECB and the
Eurozone’s national central banks—systems that
handle money flows and facilitate the settlement of
securities transactions.

This may sound abstract to ordinary citizens,
who neither see nor have any idea how payment
systems operate. In reality, however, the issue is
one that dates back to antiquity: how to transfer
funds—especially over long distances—more
quickly, securely, and efficiently.

CENTURIES AGO, AS TRADE EXPANDED, trans-
porting money—which, of course, existed only in
cash form at the time—became increasingly incon-
venient. Hundreds of currencies circulated across
Europe, while travel routes were perilous and
sometimes even impassable. This gradually led to
the emergence of a complex system of credit and
payment relationships that did not rely on physical
cash. Merchants would deposit funds with coun-
terparties, partners, or agents; in return, docu-
ments were issued that allowed the corresponding
amounts to be collected—even for funds deposited
in distant cities or countries. These mechanisms
were the precursors to modern interbank "corre-
spondent relationships"—a system in which banks
exchange messages regarding fund transfers, of-
ten relying on the intermediation of other major
banks or central banks.

Yet today, the landscape is shifting once again. The
financial sector is migrating into the digital realm;
anyone who believes finance is already too de-
tached from the real economy is likely unfamiliar
with the latest virtual reality: so-called "tokeniza-
tion."

TOKENIZATION—A TERM THAT MAY SOUND
slightly daunting—refers to the digital representa-
tion of traditional assets using "distributed ledger
technology." Blockchain is the most well-known
example of this technology. In this system, data
is organized into a chronological chain of "blocks"
and stored across a network of computers, with
changes visible to and monitored by everyone in
the network simultaneously.

Through a similar process, financial institutions
have begun issuing "tokens." These are digital
representations of ownership or rights regarding
a specific asset (such as a deposit or an invest-
ment fund). While these tokens can be redeemed,
more importantly, they can be transferred or sold
at lightning speed, at extremely low cost, and with
maximum security.

This renders paper documents—and even elec-
tronic records relying on traditional banking chan-
nels and databases—obsolete. Instead, rapid,
encrypted transactions recorded on the aforemen-
tioned distributed ledgers become possible within
financial markets.

ALL OF THIS SOUNDS EXCELLENT AND PROM-
ISING for both financial institutions and consum-
ers. However, this modernization of financial prod-
ucts and services has become a matter of concern
for the ECB as it seeks to define the role of the
digital euro.

The ECB foresees risks and problems if banks
exchange tokenized financial assets and ex-
ecute trades on financial markets while by-
passing existing infrastructure. Such a shift
would place payment relationships entirely in
private hands and could undermine the trust
and stability of the payment system—qualities



currently guaranteed by the central bank's par-
ticipation.

There are other serious concerns as well. They
are linked to a specific characteristic of transac-
tions involving tokenized assets: these cannot be
executed through the direct integration of exist-
ing forms of official currencies. In the realm of
tokenized finance, the most natural and techno-
logically suitable intermediary for the exchange and
settlement of transactions is the stablecoin—a type
of crypto-asset whose value is pegged, most com-
monly, to an existing official currency.

THIS IS PRECISELY WHERE A MAJOR DANGER
ARISES—at least from a European perspective.
Today, around 99% of stablecoins worldwide are
pegged to the US dollar, and a vast number of
them are issued by US companies. Furthermore,
the US already has a developed legal and regu-
latory framework that encourages stablecoins is-
sued domestically and backed by US government
securities.

The ECB has long expressed skepticism and
warned of various risks associated with stable-
coins, even when such crypto-assets are issued
under European law and pegged to the euro. Now,

new concerns are emerging. Established US sta-
blecoins could become an indispensable element
of tokenized markets right from the early stages of
their development. Brussels and Frankfurt perceive
a threat to what they term "European sovereignty,"
as Europe would once again find itself dependent
on external infrastructure, technologies, and regu-
lations.

To avoid this, European policymakers are looking to
the digital euro, devising plans to integrate it into the
emerging world of tokenized finance.

TO THIS END, THE ECB IS DEVELOPING two
new projects designed to expand the use of the
digital euro. The first, named Pontes (from the
Latin word for "bridge"), aims to link tokenized
financial transactions—conducted via distrib-
uted ledger technology—with the ECB’s exist-
ing payment settlement system. The idea is that
providing access to the central bank’s payment
infrastructure and to the money it issues would
significantly boost trust and security. The first
real market transactions via Pontes are sched-
uled for this autumn.

Meanwhile, the ECB is working on another major
project called Appia, which is still in the analysis

phase. It has the highly ambitious goal of creat-
ing a new pan-European environment for financial
transactions based on distributed ledgers, utilizing
the fully digital euro.

It IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT APPIA echoes the
name of the Via Appia, the most important road
in ancient Rome. In a recent speech, Piero Cipol-
lone, a member of the ECB’s Executive Board,
stated that with this project, "all roads will lead to
the euro."

The latter is not merely an interesting metaphor.
It reveals perhaps the most strategic motive for
digitizing the euro for use by everyone—from the
ordinary European citizen to major financial institu-
tions. In effect, the ECB is laying the groundwork
for a fully integrated financial infrastructure and fi-
nancial markets where national borders lose their
significance in both technological and legal terms.
In other words, beneath all the technical details lies
the immense political stake of the digital euro—
whether in its "retail' or "wholesale" versions. At
stake may be not only the future of the common
currency but also the achievement of a supreme
long-term goal: ever-deeper, and perhaps even ir-
reversible, integration among member states. ll

HOBWTE BAAKOBE M0 MbTA
KbM MOLEPHATA XEAE3HIWLA

Caeg obHOBaBaHemo Ha AUHUU, 2apu U cucmeMu 3a ynpaBaeHue, eBponeluckume uHBecmuuuu
npaBsm caegBawama kpauka—kom no-komdpopmHo u ycmouyuBo nomyBaHe

MomyBaHemo ¢ Baak uma cBou cobcmBeH pu-
mbM. To no3BonsBa ga Bugum nocmeneHHO npo-
MeHswus ce neusaxX, ga usnon3Bame Bpememo
cu cBobogHo U ga gocmuzHeM go ueHmbpa Ha

2paga, 6e3 ga npemuHaBame npes HamoBapeHus

aBmomobuneH mpaduk.

3a ga bbge XkenesHuuama peaneH usbop 3a xo-
pama, ca HeobxoguMu He camo 06HOBeHU peAcu
u 2apu, HO u MogepHu BaakoBe.

Cneg 2oguHu Ha eBponeucku uHBecmuuuu B ke-
A€30NBMHU AUHUU, CUCMEMU 3a Cu2HaAu3auus u
ynpaBaeHue Ha gBuxkeHuemo, BvAazapus npeg-
npuema caegBawa cmvnka-zakynyBaHe Ha HOB
nbmHuuecku nogBukeH cvcmaB no [lNpozpama
»TpaHcnopmHa cBop3aHocm® 2021-2027.
Mpoekmbm npegBuwkga gocmaBka Ha nem HoBu
enekmpuuecku mompucHu Baaka. Caeg BoBedk-
gaHemo um B8 ekcnaoamauust me we bbgam npe-
gocmaBeHu Ha ,BXK — MomHuuecku npeBosu“ u
we obcaykBam mapwpymu 8 CeBepHa Boazapus.
Bceku Bnak pasnonaza ¢ muHumym 300 cegsawu
mecma u ce gBuwku cbc ckopocm go 160 km/u.
MpegBugeHu ca cvbBpemeHHu eBponeucku cuc-
memu 3a 6e3onacHocm u komyHukauus, kakmo
U gocmbnHa cpega 3a Xopa C HamaAeHa nog-
BuwkHocm.

M3mounuk: MTC

Hoceza eBponeuckume cpegcmBa o6HoBaBaxa
O0CHOBHO uHdpacmpykmypama—xkenesHus nbm,
2apu u mexHoaozuu, ynpaBasBawu gBukeHue-
mo, a ce2a ¢ HoBume mompucu mogepHu3auu-
sma gocmuza u go camomo npexXuBsBaHe Ha
nomHuka.

MHBecmuuusima, Ha cmoUHocm BAU30 79 MAH.
eBpo, BkalouBa gocmaBkama Ha BaakoBeme, Bob-
BexkgaHemo um B ekcnaoamauus, 2apaHUUOHHa
noggpvXkka u cneuuaAusupaHo obopygBaHe 3a
guazHocmuka.

HoBusim nogBuxkeH cvbcmaB we HanpaBu nomy-
BaHemo no-HageXgHO, no-6esonacHo, no-kom-
dopmHo. Eaekmpuueckume BrakoBe we ocuey-
psm mobuaHocm u ekoaozuuHa aamepHamuBa Ha
aBmomobuna.

NMemme HoBu Baaka mpacupam nocokama Ha
pa3Bumue Ha >kenesHuuama, B kosmo mogep-
Hama uH$pacmpykmypa, HoBume mexHoao2uu
U ygobcmBomo Ha nbmHuuume ce pa3BuBam

3aegHo.

CetpomancHpano o1
EBponedcEnn Chiod

TPAHCIIDRETHA CRLPIAROCT
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PARK AND LIVING

GRAND PARK
AND LIVING

[TpoeKT ¢ Bnamga

npe,El,CTCIBeTe Cun oa He ce Hanara ga M36MpOTe.

MpagbT wmnn  npupogata?  YpobcTtBoTO  Mnu
CMOKONCTBMETO?

[obpe pownn B Grand Park & Living. MsacTo,
KOETO CbYeTaBA KOMGOPTA HA CbBPEMEHHUS
MPAACKM XUBOT C B/IM30OCTTA A0 NPUPOAATA.

35 000 «kB.M 4YOCTEH MAPK, MUHEPANHU
6acenHn, crnopTHM U getckm  30HK, CIrIIA,
OUTHEC, PECTOPAHTM, MArAsMHWU WU YCNAyrK
Cb3[0BAT Cpead, B KOSTO BCUYKO HEODXOOMMO €
61130 oo gomMa. A MOPETO € CAMO HA HSKOMKO
KPQYKM.

Grand Park & Living e noseye ot
£oM. ToBa € MSICTO, Cb3AAJEHO C
MUCBH 30 HOYMHAQ, MO KOUTO
MCKAMe A0 XMBEEM BCEKM OEH.

A Project with Vision

Imagine never having to choose.
The city or nature? Convenience or tranquillity?
Welcome to Grand Park & Living — a place

that brings together the comfort of modern
urban living with the tranquillity of nature.

13 mav 2026 r. OpuymaneH cTapT HQ CTPOMUTENCTBOTO

A 35,000 sq m private park, mineral pools,
sports and children’s areas, a spaqg, fithess
centre, restaurants, shops and everyday
services create an environment where
everything you need is right on your doorstep.
And the sea is just a few steps away.

Grand Park & Living is more than a home. It is a
place thoughtfully designed around the way
we want to live every single day.

St. St. Constantine and Elena, Varna

3a noseye nHpopmauymns/ For more information:

+359 88 777 09 00/ +359 88 709 92 99
info@grandpark.bg
www.grandpark.bg



KOTATO ThPCHUTE
KPEAMT, HE TAEAANTE
CAMO AMXBATA

CunBus TomoBa, ocHoBameA u ynpaBumen Ha Privilege Consulting Services,
npeg Bulgaria ON AIR

Tekem MAPTUHA MAPUHOBA / Gomoepadusa UBAVAO NMETPOB

pegumHomo nocpegHuvyecmBo Bce owe e
HoBocm 3a 2oaama yacm om 6oa2apckume
nompe6umeau. CnecmeHo Bpeme, no-go-
6pu ycnaoBusda, no-necHo ogo6peHue 3a kpe-
gumu — kou ca ocHoBHume npegumcmBa 3a Bawume
kauenmu?
Bcuuko moBa e BaxkHo, HO cnopeg MeH Hau-2oAsMama
cmouHocm e ekcnepmusama. Pabomama Ha gobpus
kpegumeH nocpegHuk He 3anouBa cbc cpaBHeHuemo Ha
AuxBume, a ¢ pasbupaHemo Ha uyoBeka — kakBo ucka ga
nocmuzHe, kakBu ca puHaHcoBume my Bb3amorkHocmu u
kak uzznexkgam naaHoBeme my B canegBawume 20guHuU.
[Bama gywu mo2am ga mbpcsm eguH U Cbuw, pasmep
kpegum, u Bbnpeku moBa ga umam Hy>kga om gBe HanbA-
HO pa3AuyHU peuweHus. EguHuam e Ha mpygoB gozoBop,
gpyausm uma cobcmBeH 6usHec. EguHusm pasnonaza ¢
Nno-20AsMO camoyyacmue, Npu gpyausi uMa gonbAHUMEA-
HU goxogu uAu umom, koumo moXke ga nocAy>Xu kamo
obeaneueHue. MoHgkoza e Heobxogum CbgAbkHUK, gpye
nbm mpsa6Ba ga ce npomeHU camama cmpykmypa Ha
cgenkama.
TouHo myk e Hawama paboma. Mo3HaBame noAumukume
Ha baHkume, HO npegu Bcuuko mpsbBa ga nosHaBame
yoBeka cpewy Hac.
3a baHkama kpegumbm e ¢uHaHcoBa ekcnosuuus. 3a
kaueHma 3ag He2o cmou Hewo cbBcem peanHO — nop-
Bu gom, no-zonsmo >kuauwe 3a cemeucmBomo, uHBec-

muuus, HOB BusHec uau npoekm, koumo e nogzomBsa ¢
2oguHu. Hawama 3agaua e ga cBbp>kem me3u gBa cBs-
ma — usuckBaHusma Ha baHkama u peaAnHama UeA Ha
kAueHma.

KakBo Bu nogmukHa npegu 6 2oguHu ga usocmaBume
go6pa kapuepa B8 6aHkoBusa cekmop u ga co3gageme
mo3u 6usHec? Kou 6axa Hal-2onemume npegu3Buka-
mencmBa?

Mmax cmabunHa kapuepa u noBeuye om ocem 20guHu
onum B egHa om Bogewume 6aHku Ha Bbazapckus na-
3ap. baHkoBuam cekmop 6ewe uskalouumenHo gobpa
wkoAa 3a MeH — gage MU 3HaHuUsl, gUCUUNAUHA U pa3bu-
paHe kak ¢uHaHCcOBume uHCcmumyuuu oueHsBam pucka
u cmpykmypupam cgeakume.

B eguH momeHmM obaue pasbpax, ue uckam ga 6vga om
gpyzama cmpaHa — go kaueHma. Oda umam cBobogama
ga pasanegam Bcuuku BbamodkHocmu u ga npenopbyam
moBa, koemo cmamam 3a Hal-gobpo 3a Hezo.

Kozamo cv3gagox Privilege Consulting Services, He uc-
kax npocmo ga HanpaBs owe egHa komnaHus 3a kpe-
gumHo nocpegHuyecmBo. Mckax ga uszpags HauuHa Ha
paboma, koumo camama a3 bux mopcusa kamo kaueHm:
AUYHO omHoweHue, Bucoka ekcnepmusa, 6vp3a peakuus
u ycewaHemo, ye 4yoBekbm cpewy meb geucmBumenHo
no3HaBa mBos kasyc.

3anouHaxve npe3 2020, BbB Bpeme Ha haHgemus U 02po-






MHa HecuzypHocm. Hau-mpygHomo 6ewe ga
cnevenuMm goBepue. [Hec 2onama yacm om
HoBume Hu kaueHmu ugBam no npenopbka,
a xopama, ¢ koumo Beue cme pabomuau, ce
Bpvwam npu Hac. 3a meH moBa e Hau-ueH-
Hama oueHrka 3a pabomama Hu.

OeicmBame B8 wupok cnekmop: om kpegu-
mu 3a nokynka Ha aBmomMo6uAa u gomawHu
pemoHmu go makuBa 3a cmapmupaHe Ha
6usHec uau cmpoumencmBo Ha XKuAuwHu
cepagu. Kak usznexkga npopunom Ha kau-
eHmume Bu gHec — kamo mun kpegumupa-
He u kamo pasmepu?

Mpoduabm e MHO20 pasHoobpaseH. Pabomum
kakmo c¢ uoBek, koumo kynyBa nvpBomo cu
>KuAuwe, maka u ¢ npegnpuemay, koumo muop-
cu puHaHcupaHe 3a 3HauumeAHa uHBecmuuusi.
Mpu 6usHeca 20Bopum 3a nokynka Ha akmuBu
u mepeHu, cmpoumencmBo, uHBecmuuuoHHO
u obopomHo duHaHcupaHe, peduHaHcupa-
He. imeHHO mam kasycume yecmo cmaBam
MHO20 cheuuduyHu.

MoHsgko2a kaueHMbmM uma omAuyeH busHec,
HO cmpykmypama Ha goxogume My He omao-
Baps Ha cmaHgapmHusi MogeAn Ha koHkpem-
Hama 6arka. Opys nbm mps6Ba ga ce Ha-
Mepu pasAuyHo obeaneuyeHue, ga ce Bkalouu
CbgAbXkHUK uAu cobcmBeHomo yuyacmue ga
6bge cmpykmypupaHo No pasAuYeH HauuH.
ToBa e u cMucbAbm Ha bymukoBusi Mogena 3a
MeH — kaueHmbm ga He Bbge HoMep Ha npe-
nucka. Oa 3Haem 3awo npaBu masu uHBec-
muuus, kakBo ucka ga nocmuzHe u kvge e
2paHuuama, omBvg kosmo ¢uHaHcupaHemo
Bmecmo BbamoxkHocm moxke ga ce npeBupHe
8 me>kecm.

MoHskoz2a Bonpocbm He e ,MoXke Au ga noAy-
yum mo3u kpegum?“, a ,ToBa Au e Hal-pas-
YMHUSIM Ha4uH ga 20 HanpaBum?“ 1 moBa ca
gBe MHO20 pas3AuYHU Hewa.

Heus6exkHuam Bovnpoc: kakBu edpekmu om
eBpomo Beue ce ycewam BvB Bawua 6us-
Hec u kamo uano 8 kpegumupaHemo?
Mpexogbm 6ewe 3HA4YUMEAHO noO-nAaBeH,
omkonkomo MHo20 xopa ouakBaxa. Mmawe
NpuUMeCHeHUsi, Ye npuemaHemo Ha eBpomo
aBmomamuuHo we goBege go psasko nockon-
BaHe Ha kpegumupaHemo, HO goO MOMeHmMa
moBa He ce cAyuu. AuxBume no >KuAuwHuUme
kpegumu npogoakaBam ga 6vgam Ha MHO20
Hucku HuBa.

3a busHeca eBpo3oHama Hocu noBeue npeg-
Bugumocm u no-necHo gBukeHue Ha kanu-
maanu, koemo 8 nepcnekmuBa cb3gaBa HOBu
BvamoxkHocmu.

Ho 6ux BvbpHana paszoBopa kbm Heuo MHO20
npakmuuHo: Baaymama ce npomeHU, OCHOB-
Hume npaBuna Ha gobpomo ¢uHaHcupaHe -
He. EguH npoekm mps6B8a ga uma ukoHomuye-
cka noauka, a eguH kpegum mpsa6Ba ga 6vge
cbobpaseH c peanHume Bb3moXkHocmu Ha
yoBeka uau busHeca, kolmo we 20 usnAawa.
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Bvazapus om 2oguHu noggopka egHu om
HaU-Huckume HuBa Ha AuxBume no uno-
meuHume kpegumu 8 EBpona. OuakBaHu-
Aama 6axa ¢ BausaHemo B eBpo3oHama me
ga 3anoyHam naaBHo ga ce noBuwaBam.
NaHHume Ha BHB o6aue noka3Bam, ue me
ocmaBam uskalouumenHo Hucku. KakBo e
obsacHeHuemo?

MpuyuHume ca Hakoako — AukBugHocmma Ha
6aHkoBama cucmema, cuaHama koHKypeH-
uus u pakmom, ue unomeuHusm kaueHm e
cmpamezauvecku BadkeH 3a baHkume.
MocaegHume gaHHU Ha BHB noka3Bam cpeg-
Ha AuxBa no HoBume >kuauwHu kpegumu oko-
A0 2.43% npe3 loAau u 2oguweH npoueHm Ha
pasxogume 2.77%. ToBa npogbakaBam ga
6vgam MHo20 koHkypeHmHu HuBa.

Ho kozamo paszoBapsm c kaueHm, BuHazu
kasBam: He anegaume camo AuxBama. Ta e

BakHa, Ho e camo egHa yacm om kpeguma.
Wma IMP, makcu, 3acmpaxoBku, gonvbAHu-
meAHU 6aHkoBu npogykmu, ycaoBus 3a npo-
MsiHa Ha AuxBama u cpok.

Hau-Huckama AuxBa Ha nbpBama cmpaHuua
Ha odpepmama HeBuHazu o3HauaBa Hau-go-
bpama cgenka. BakHo e kak uszaexkga us-
Aama kapmuHa u kak mosu kpegum we ce
ompasu Ha puHaHcume Ha kaueHma He camo
gHec, a u cAeg 20gUHU.

Hanocaegok u BHB 3azoBopu 3a HyXga
om oxnaakgaHe B pbcma Ha unomeyHoOmMo
kpegumupaHe. Cmamucmukama om loHu
noka3Ba yBeauueHue Ha >kuauwHume kpe-
gumu ¢ Hag 26% Ha 2oguwHa 6a3a. Uma Au
ocHoBaHus 3a npumecHeHue?

Pbcmbm e Bucok u mpsabBa ga 6bge Habalo-
gaBaH. Ho 3a meH no-BaxkHusm Bbnpoc e He



camo konko pacme kpegumupaHemo, a kak
ce kpegumupa.

KakvB e goxogom Ha kauenma? KakBo camo-
yuacmue uma? KakBa uacm om meceuHus my
blog>kem wie omuBa 3a kpeguma? Ako ympe
obcmosimeAncmBama ce npoMeHsm, uMa Au
pesepB?

BHBE Beue BbBege ozpaHuueHus — duHaHCu-
paHe go 85% om cmouHocmma Ha obe3sneue-
Huemo, naawaHua no goaza go 50% om me-
ceuHusi goxog u makcumaneH cpok om 30 20-
guHu. ToBa e pasymHa npeBaHmuBHa pamka.
Ho uma Hewo, koemo egHa pezyaauus mpyg-
Ho moXke ga HanpaBu Bmecmo kaueHma — ga
onpegeAu HezoBama AuYHa 2paHuua.

Mmana com cumyauuu, 8 koumo uoBek moxke
ga nNoAyuu no-20ASM kpegum, HO MOsSim Cb-
Bem e 6ua ga He 20 npaBu. 3a MeH gobpo-
mo koHcyAmupaHe He o3HauyaBa ga cmuzgHem
go makcumanHomo Bv3MoXkHO duHaHcupaHe.
MoHskoz2a Hau-npopecuoHanHusm cbBem e
ga kaxkew: ,Mokeme ga 20 noAyyume, HO
Heka He npeBpvwame masu BHocka B me-
>kecm.”

Nmame gocma gobop nozaeg Bopxy um-
omHus nasap. KakBo ce npomeHu 8 Hezo B
nocnegHume 2oguHu? Kak ouakBame ga ce
pa3BuBa B cnegBawume?

KynyBauume cmaHaxa no-uHbopmupaHu u
MHO20 no-B3uckameaHu. Bce noBeue xopa
2Aegam Ha umoma He npocmo kamo Ha kBa-
gpamHu mempu, a kamo Ha akmuB. lumepe-
cyBam ce om aokauusma, uHdpacmpykmy-
pama, kauecmBomo Ha cmpoumeAcmBomo,
cpegama u homeHuuaAa My ga 3anasu cmou-
Hocmma cu.

Cnopeg MeH moBa nocmeneHHO we pasge-
Aq nasapa. KauecmBeHume umomu Ha gobpu
nokauuu we npogbakam ga umam CUAHO
mbpceHe, gokamo npu komnpomucHume uAu
HenpaBuAHo oueHeHume npoekmu kynyBauu-
me we 6bgam no-BHuMameAHu.

N He 6ux pasgenana usbopa Ha umom
om HauuHa, no koumo mou we 6vge du-

HaHcupaH. [obpama cgenka e kombu-
Hauus om npaBuAHus umom, pasymHa-
ma ueHa u d¢uHaHcupaHe, koemo MoO-

>kew cnokouHo ga Hocuw BbB Bpememo.

Cnopeg akmyanHa cmamucmuka goxogu-
me B Bvazapua om6ensasBam cepuosHo
HOMuUHaAHO HapacmBaHe. [lokonko peanHo
e moBa B epa Ha cuanHa uHdrauua? 3abe-
Aa3Bam Au ce npomeHu B8 noBegeHuemo Ha
nompe6umeaume?

Xopama He ycewam goxogume cu npe3 cma-
mucmukama, a npe3 moBa kakBo mozam ga
cu no3Boasm ¢ msax. 3amoBa HOMUHaAHUSM
pbcm u ycewaHemo 3a no-Bucok cmaHgapm
HeBuHaz2u BbpBsm 3aegHo.

Buwkgam obaue egHa MHO20 noAokumeAHa
npomsHa — kaueHmume cmaBam no-¢duHaH-
coBo ocb3aHamu. NMumam noBeue, cpaBHsBam

"Xopama He ycewam
goxogume cu npes
cmamucmukama,

a npes3 moBa kakBo
MO2am ga cu
no3BoAdam ¢ msx.
3amoBa HOMUHaAHUAM
PoCM U yCcewaHemo 3a
no-Bucok cmaHgapm
HeBuHazu BopBsam
3aegHo.

Bukgam obaue egHa
MHO20 NOAOXKUMEAHA
npomsHa -
kaueHmume cmaBam
no-puHaHcoB0o
OCb3Hamu. Numam
noBeue, cpaBHaBam u
uckam ga pasbepam
He camo kakBa we
boge BHockama um
cAnegBawus meceu, a
kakoB aHeakumeHm
noemam 3a
cAregBawume

10, 20 uau 30 2oguHU"

u uckam ga pasbepam He camo kakBa we
6vge BHockama um caegBauwus mMeceu, a ka-
kb8 aHzakumeHm noemam 3a caegBawume
10, 20 uAu 30 20guHuU.

3a mMeH moBa e ucmuHckama d¢uHaHcoBa
2pamomHocm. He npocmo ga 3Haew kakouB
kpegum moXkew ga noAyuyuw, a ga 3Haew
kako8 kpegum moxkew cnokoUHO ga cu nos-
BoAuw.

Mo-Bucokusm goxog He mpsa6Ba aBmomamuu-
HO ga o3HauaBa no-zoAndaMa 3agAbXkHAAOCM.
QuHaHcoBusm Hanpegbk e Haauue mozaBa,
ko2amo 3aegHO ¢ goxogume pacmam akmu-
Bume, cnecmsaBaHusma u cBobogama mu ga
B3emaw peweHus.

KakBo Hal-uecmo HegooueHsiBam xopama,
ko2zamo mopcam kpegumupaHe?

Ye kpegumvm psigko € npocmo mamemamu-
ka.

Pasbupa ce, uma uucaa - goxog, AuxBa,
BHocka, cpok. Ho 3ag max cmou koHkpemeH
yoBek u koHkpemHa cumyauus. 3amoBa eguH
om nvpBume mu Bvnpocu He e camo ,KakobB
kpegum mvpcume?“, a ,,KakBo uckame ga
nocmuzHeme?*

Kozamo 3Haew ueama, Mokew ga 3anoyHeuw
ga uszpakgaw npaBuAHus nNbm go Hes.
[Hec uskycmBeHusm uHmenekm moxke 3a
cekyHgu ga obpabomu ozpomeH 06emM uHdop-
Mauus, ga cpaBHu ycaoBus u ga bbge MHO20
noAeseH uHcmpymeHm. Ho B peaaHus >kuBom
kaueHmovm psgko ugBa camo c Bbnpoc 3a
AuxBama. Tou ugBa cbc cBosma cumyauus
— goxog, koumo HeBuHazu e cmaHgapmeH,
Heobxogumocm om CbgAkKHUK, gONbAHU-
menHo obeaneueHue, bbgewa npogakba Ha
gpye umom, cobcmBeH BU3HEC UAU NAaH 3a
cnegBawa uHBecmuuus.

M nonsikoza Hau-Ba>kHomo e ga 3agagew Bo-
npoca, 3a koumo camusim kaueHm owie He ce
€ CemuA.

TexHonozusma MoXke ga gage uHdopmauus.
Ekcnepmusama e ga 3Haew kou Bbnpocu ga
3agagew u kak ga npeBbpHew omzoBopume
8 pabomeuwo peweHue.

BankoBuam cekmop muHa npe3 eguH npo-
gonkumeneH nepuog Ha koHcoaugauus,
koamo cnopeg MHo3uHcmBomo ekcnepmu
Beue npukalouBa. 3anas3Ba au ce konky-
peHmHocmma Ha mo3u nasap 8 Boazapua?
[a. KoHcoaugauusma HamaAu 6posi Ha yuyac-
mHuuume, HO He npemaxHa koHkypeHuusma.
BaHkume ce koHkypupam upes ueHa, b6bp3u-
Ha, guzumanusauus, kauecmBo Ha obcAyXk-
BaHemo u cnocobHocmma ga pabomsm ¢
pasauuHu kanueHmcku npoduau.

ToBa e gobpe 3a nompebumens. Ho noBeue
odepmu u noBeue uHPopmauus HeBuHazu
o3HauaBam no-aeceH u3bop. OB8e npegnoxke-
Hus Mo2am ga u3dz2aexkgam noumu egHakBu
Ha npbB nozneg u Bbnpeku moBa egHomo
ga bbge 3Ha4YUMEAHO NO-NOYXOgaWo 3a KOH-
kpemHus uoBek.

3amoBa BapBam, uye mexHoAnO2UUME WeE
npoMeHam Hawama npodecus, HO HamMa
ga npemaxHam Heobxogumocmma om ekc-
nepmusa u AUYHO omHoweHue. HanpomuB
— konkomo noBeue uHdpopmauus umame,
monkoBa no-BakHo cmaBa kou u kak s uH-
mepnpemupa.

B kpauHa cmemka mMoama paboma He npu-
kalouBa ¢ ogobpeHuemo Ha kpeguma. 3a meH
gobpusm pesyamam e kaueHmovm ga ce Bop-
He cAeg 20guHU u omHoBo ga mu ce goBepu
3a caegBawiama BakHa cmbnka.

3awomo egHa cgenka moxke ga npukalouu
¢ nognucBaHemo Ha gozoBopa. doBepuemo
3anouBa caeg moBa. M
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WHEN LOORING

FOR A LOAN, DON'T

FOCUS ON THE

INTEREST RATE ALONE

Silvia Tomova, founder and manager of Privilege Consulting Services, talks to Bulgaria ON AIR

redit brokerage remains relatively new
to a large proportion of Bulgarian con-
sumers. Saved time, better terms and
conditions, and easier loan approval
are often cited as key benefits. What are the
main advantages for your clients?
All of these are important, but in my opinion, the
greatest value lies in expertise. The work of a good
credit broker does not begin with comparing inter-
est rates. It begins with understanding the individu-
al: what they want to achieve, what their financial
capabilities are, and what their plans look like over
the coming years.
Two people may be looking for a loan of the same
amount and still require two entirely different solu-
tions. One may be employed under a labour con-
tract, while the other runs a business. One may
have a larger down payment, while the other may
have additional income or property that can serve
as collateral. In some cases, a co-borrower is re-
quired; in others, the structure of the transaction
itself must be adjusted.
This is precisely where our role begins. We under-
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stand bank policies, but above all, we must under-
stand the person sitting across from us.

For a bank, a loan is a financial exposure. For the
client, however, it represents something very real:
a first home, a larger family residence, an invest-
ment, a new business, or a project they have been
preparing for years. Our role is to connect these
two worlds — the bank’s requirements and the cli-
ent’s real goal.

What motivated you six years ago to leave a suc-
cessful career in banking and establish your own
business? What were the biggest challenges?

| had a stable career and more than eight years
of experience at one of the leading banks in the
Bulgarian market. The banking sector was an
excellent school for me. It provided knowledge,
discipline, and an understanding of how financial
institutions assess risk and structure transactions.

At one point, however, | realised that | wanted to be
on the other side, closer to the client. | wanted the
freedom to explore all available options and rec-
ommend what | genuinely believed to be the best

solution for the individual.

When | founded Privilege Consulting Services, | did
not want to create just another credit brokerage
company. | wanted to build the kind of service mod-
el that | myself would seek as a client: a personal
approach, high-level expertise, quick responsive-
ness, and the confidence that the person across
the table truly understands your case.

We started in 2020, at a time marked by a pan-
demic and enormous uncertainty. The most difficult
challenge was earning trust. Today, a large propor-
tion of our new clients come through referrals,
while many former clients return to us. For me, that
is the most valuable measure of our work.

You operate across a broad spectrum, ranging
from car purchase and home renovation loans to
financing for business start-ups and residential
construction projects. What does your client pro-
file look like today, both in terms of loan types
and loan sizes?

The profile is highly diverse. We work both with
individuals purchasing their first home and with



entrepreneurs seeking financing for substantial in-
vestments.

On the business side, we deal with asset and land
acquisitions, construction projects, investment and
working capital financing, as well as refinancing.
This is precisely where cases often become highly
specific.

Sometimes a client may have an excellent busi-
ness, but their income structure does not fit the
standard model of a particular bank. In other in-
stances, alternative collateral must be found, a co-
borrower must be included, or the equity contribu-
tion must be structured differently.

That is also the essence of the boutique model
for me: the client should never become just an-
other file number. We need to understand why they
are making the investment, what they are trying
to achieve, and where the boundary lies beyond
which financing, instead of creating opportunities,
may become a burden.

This is also what the boutique approach means to
me — the client should never become just a case
file number. We should know why they are mak-

ing this investment, what they want to achieve, and
where the line is beyond which financing can be-
come a burden rather than an opportunity.
Sometimes the question is not, “Can we get this
loan?” but rather, “Is this the most sensible way
to do it?” And those are two very different things.

The inevitable question: what effects of the euro
have already been felt in your business and in
lending as a whole?

The transition has been considerably smoother
than many people expected. There were concerns
that the adoption of the euro would automatically
lead to a sharp increase in borrowing costs, but so
far that has not happened. Mortgage interest rates
remain at very low levels.

For businesses, membership in the euro area brings
greater predictability and easier capital movement,
which in the long run creates new opportunities.
However, | would like to bring the conversation
back to something very practical: the currency has
changed, but the fundamental principles of sound
financing have not. A project must have an eco-

nomic rationale, and a loan must be aligned with
the actual repayment capacity of the person or
business that will service it.

For years, Bulgaria has maintained some of the
lowest mortgage interest rates in Europe. Expec-
tations were that, upon joining the euro area,
rates would begin to rise gradually. Yet data from
the Bulgarian National Bank shows that they re-
main exceptionally low. What explains this?
There are several reasons: the liquidity of the bank-
ing system, strong competition, and the fact that
mortgage borrowers are strategically important
customers for banks.

The latest figures from the Bulgarian National Bank
indicate an average interest rate on new housing
loans of around 2.43% in July, with an annual per-
centage rate of charge of 2.77%. These remain
highly competitive levels.

However, when speaking with clients, | always tell
them: do not focus solely on the interest rate. It is
important, but it is only one component of a loan.
There is also the APR, fees, insurance, additional




banking products, and the terms governing in-
terest rate adjustments and loan maturity.

The lowest interest rate displayed on the first
page of an offer does not necessarily mean it
is the best deal. What matters is the overall pic-
ture and how that loan will affect the client’s fi-
nances not only today, but years down the road.

Recently, the Bulgarian National Bank has
also spoken about the need to cool the
growth in mortgage lending. Statistics from
June show housing loans increasing by more
than 26% year on year. Is there cause for con-
cern?

Growth is certainly strong and should be moni-
tored. However, for me the more important
question is not only how much lending is grow-
ing, but how lending is being carried out.

What is the client’s income? How much eg-
uity do they contribute? What portion of their
monthly budget will go towards loan repay-
ments? If circumstances change tomorrow, do
they have a financial buffer?

The Bulgarian National Bank has already intro-
duced restrictions: financing of up to 85% of the
collateral value, debt payments not exceeding
50% of monthly income, and a maximum loan
term of 30 years. This is a reasonable preven-
tive framework.

Yet there is one thing regulation can hardly do on
behalf of the client: determine their personal limit.
| have been in situations where a client could
have obtained a larger loan, but my advice was
not to do so. To me, good financial advice does
not mean pushing for the maximum financing
available. Sometimes the most professional ad-
vice is to say: “You can afford to get it, but let’s
not turn this repayment into a burden.”

You have a very good perspective on the real
estate market. What has changed in recent
years, and how do you expect it to develop
in the future?

Buyers have become more informed and far
more demanding. Increasingly, people view
property not merely as square metres, but as
an asset. They are interested in location, infra-
structure, construction quality, the surrounding
environment, and the property’s ability to pre-
serve its value over time.

In my view, this will gradually lead to a greater
differentiation of the market. High-quality prop-
erties in prime locations will continue to enjoy
strong demand, while projects that involve com-
promises or are incorrectly priced will be ap-
proached more cautiously by buyers.

And | would not separate the choice of property
from the way it is financed. A good deal is a
combination of the right property, a reasonable
price, and financing that you can comfortably
sustain over the long term.

According to recent statistics, incomes in
Bulgaria have recorded substantial nominal

"A good deal is a
combination of the
right property, a
reasonable price,
and financing that
you can comfortably
sustain over the long
term"

growth. How real is this growth in an era of
high inflation? Are there noticeable changes
in consumer behaviour?

People do not experience their income through
statistics, but through what that income allows
them to afford. That is why nominal growth and
the feeling of a higher standard of living do not
always go hand in hand.

However, | do see a very positive change: cli-
ents are becoming more financially aware. They
ask more questions, compare options, and seek
to understand not only what their monthly instal-
ment will be next month, but also the commit-
ment they are undertaking for the next 10, 20,
or 30 years.

To me, that is true financial literacy. It is not
simply about knowing what loan you can obtain,
but understanding what loan you can comfort-
ably afford.

A higher income should not automatically mean
greater indebtedness. Financial progress is
achieved when, alongside your income, your
assets, savings, and freedom to make decisions
also grow.

What do people most often underestimate
when seeking financing?

That a loan is rarely just a matter of mathemat-
ics.

Of course, there are figures involved — income,
interest rate, monthly payment, and term. But
behind those numbers is a real person and a
specific situation. That's why one of my first
questions is not simply, “What kind of loan are
you looking for?” but rather, “What are you try-
ing to achieve?”

When you know the objective, you can begin
building the right path towards it.

Today, artificial intelligence can process vast
amounts of information in seconds, compare
terms and conditions, and serve as a highly
useful tool. In real life, however, clients rarely
come with a question about interest rates alone.
They come with their unique circumstances:
income that may not fit standard models, the
need for a co-borrower, additional collateral, a
future sale of another property, an existing busi-
ness, or plans for a future investment.

And sometimes the most important thing is to
ask the question that the client has not yet
thought to ask.

Technology can provide information. Expertise
lies in knowing which questions to ask and how
to turn the answers into a practical solution.

The banking sector has gone through a pro-
longed period of consolidation, which, ac-
cording to most experts, is now coming to an
end. Is the Bulgarian market still competitive?
Yes. Consolidation has reduced the number of
market participants, but it has not eliminated
competition. Banks compete on pricing, speed,
digitalization, quality of service, and their ability
to work with different customer profiles.

This is good for consumers. But more offers
and more information do not necessarily make
the choice easier. Two proposals may look al-
most identical at first glance, yet one may be
significantly more suitable for a particular per-
son.

That is why | believe technology will transform
our profession, but it will not eliminate the need
for expertise and a personal approach. On the
contrary — the more information we have, the
more important it becomes who interprets it and
how.

Ultimately, my work does not end with the ap-
proval of the loan. For me, a successful out-
come is when a client comes back years later
and trusts me again with their next important
step.

Because a transaction may end with the signing
of a contract. Trust begins after that. l
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3anouHana ¢ 20 gywu u npousBogcmBo Ha eBmuHu bamepuu:
3a menedoHu, gHec BYD e cpeg mexHoAO2uU4MHUME Augepu B
Hau-2oAsMama UHgycmpusi Ha nAaHemama l

Tekcm KOHCTAHTVH TOMOB / ®omoeapadus BYD

aBpememo, kozamo 3a npvB nom
6e nonumaH gaAu 2aega Ha ku-
mauckama BYD kamo cepuoseH
koHkypeHm, MinoH Mbck He moXka
ga ce cgbpxku. Llepbm Ha Tesla usbyxHa 8
cmsax. "Buwkganau Au cme koaume um?", nonu-
ma mou Ha cBol peg Bogewama 8 cmyguomo
Ha Bloomberg.
IHec, 15 2oguHu no-kbcHo, Ha Mbck uzobwo
He My e cmewHo. BYD - cvkpameHo om Build
Your Dreams - npousBerkga noBeue aBmomo-
6uau om Tesla, npogaBa gocma noBeue u ne-
yeAu noBeue. OcBeH moBa ce ymBobpgu kamo
Bogewa mexHoAO2UYHA cuAa hpu bamepuu-
me 3a eaekmpomobuau, gokamo cobcmBe-
Hume 6amepuu Ha Tesla omugoxa 8 mpema
2Ayxa.

KAK CE CAYYU TO3UN OBPAT? Kak kom-
naHusma, 3anouyHana kamo ckpomeH npous-
Bogumen Ha Bamepuu 3a menedoHu ¢ egBa
gBalucemuHa caykumeau, ce npeBopHa B
cBemoBHus Augep npu enekmpomobuaume u
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nAve-uH xubpugume? Oakmopume ca MHO20:
om baazonpusmHama 2eonoAumuka go mMozb-
womo pamo Ha kumatckomo npaBumeacmBo.
Ho kalouoBama npuvuHa 3a ycnexa Ha BYD
e gpysa: B HeymopHOomo paspabomBaHe Ha
cBou cobcmBeHu mexHoAoz2uu. FuzaHMbm om
LLIbHg>kbH uma Hal-2onemusi pa3BoeH omgea
om Bcuuku cBemoBHU aBmomMobuAHU npous-
Bogumenu. Camo uHkeHepume B komnaHus-
ma Beue HagxBvpasm 120,000 gywu - 2ope-
gony konkomo e usnama 2nobanHa pabomHa
pvka Ha Nissan. MNpe3 muHanama zoguHa BYD
noxapuu 3a uscaegBaHus u HoOBu mexHoAo2uu
9.2 MuAuapga gonapa - noBeue om Toyota.
Tokmo mo3u nogxog HaBpememo xBaHa oko-
mo Ha camusi YopbH Bodem u 20 nogmukHa
ga kynu 10% om akuuume Ha BYD. Ho Heka
He usnpeBapBame cvbumusma.

NCTOPUATA HA BYD 3AMOYBA B kpas Ha
80-me 2oguHu, kozamo 6Gbgewusm ocHoBa-
meA Ha komnaHusma, YaH YyaHdy, 3aBvpwBa
XUMUSi U Memaaypaus, U NocAe Magucmpamy-

pa no uBemHu memanu B MekuH. YaH e pogeH
B 6egHo cencko cemeucmBo c ocem geua B
npoBuHuus AHXyeU, U CA€g CMbpmma Ha po-
gumeAume cu e omeaAegaH om Hau-2oAremume
cu bpam u cecmpa, gokamo 3aBvbpuwu 2uMHa-
3us. MpekapaHomo B ocmpu AuweHus gem-
cmBo 20 MomuBupa ga yuu u pabomu noBeue
om gpyaume. lMpe3 1993 Beue e HasHaueH
3a ynpaBumen Ha HoBoocHoBaHa govp>kaBHa
koMnaHus 3a paspabomBaHe Ha Bamepuu.

CovobpasumenHusm YaH 3abeaasBa, ue
anoHckume 2uzaHmu usocmaBsm Hukea-
kagmueBama mexHoAnoz2us 3a bamepuume u
npemuHaBam koM HukeA-MemaAxugpugHu u
AumueBo-uoHHU, ocmaBauku Bakyym 8 no-Hu-
ckume ceameHmu Ha nasapa. 3a ga u3noa3Ba
Bv3amokHocmma, maagusm xumuk pewaBa ga
ocHoBe cobcmBeHa komnaHus. 3a HavaAHus
kanuman nomaza 6pamoBueg My cbC 3aem
om okono 35,000 gonapa (koemo gHec npe-
Bpvwa BbnpocHus bpamoBueg B8 MyAMuUMUAU-
apgep). Ha 18 HoemBpu 1994 BYD e ocHo-
BaHa B LLbHgkoH ¢ 20 cay)kumeau, a npes
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$eBpyapu 1995 e opuuuanHo pezucmpupaHa.

MbPBUTE NPOAYKTN HA BYD ca aeko us-
MeHeHU BapuaHmu Ha cmapume 6amepuu
Ha Sanyo u Sony. Ho YaH gopxku ga pa3BuBa
cBou mexHonozuu, u ckopo Beue npegnaca
AumueBo-UoHHU Bamepuu ¢ makoBa kauecm-
8o, ue neveau gozoBopu 3a cHabgsBaHe Ha
Nokia u Motorola - mozaBawHume 2uzaHmu.
iPhone peBoalouusma npes caregBawomo ge-
cemuaemue npeobpassBa nasapa Ha MOBUA-
HU menedoHu, HO 6e3 ga ce ompasu Ha BYD
- ckopo komnaHusma e Beue gocmaBuuk Ha
nocnoBuuHo B3uckameanama Apple.

MexgyBpemeHHo obaue YaH YyaHdy e oc-
b3HaA Hewo, koemo Bce owe manuuHa B
aBmomobunHama uHgycmpus pasbupam: ue
B8 bvgewe bBamepuume we ca Hal-BadkHu-
am komnoHeHm B aBmomobuna. Mpe3 2002
BYD npaBu nbpBuyHO npegrazaHe Ha XOH-
koHzckama bopca, UMeHHO 3a ga ¢puHaHcupa
HaBAuzaHemo B mo3u HOB u HecpaBHUMO no-
obewaBaw, cekmop. FoguHa no-kbcHo, BYD

ycnaBa ga omkynu 3akbcanama Qinchuan
Automobile - manvk aBmomobuaeH npou3sBo-
gumena om 2pag CuaH. Qinchuan npousBexkga
eguH ckpomeH 2pagcku mogen Ha ume Flyer
- Ha npakmuka AuueH3Ha Bepcusi Ha Suzuki
Alto ¢ Aeko npomeHeH gusauH. ToBa e u nbp-
Busim aBmomobua, HOCUA Hsikoz2a embAaemama
BYD.

TbPCEHETO 3A HEFO E TBbPAE CKPOM-
HO, a u camama mapka Qinchuan He Bogu
cvbc cebe cu kou 3Hae konko kaueHmu. Ho
komnaHusma uma cobcmBeHa ¢abpuka,
BkalouumenHo npecu 3a Memaa, u cobcmBeH
pa3BoeH omgen B CuaH - u YaH YyaHpy 6bp3o
2u Bnpseza Ha paboma. Ckopo Ha nasapa ce
nosBsBa F3 - nbpBusm cobcmBeH MogeA Ha
BYD (cuaHo HanomHsw, Ha Toyota Corolla).
Mpe3 2008 YaH npaBu Hewo, koemo Hukou
He e onumBan gomozaBa: nycka Bepcusma
F3DM ¢ kombuHauus om egHOAUMPOB 6eH-
3uHOB Momop u Aumuu-keaa3odpochamHa ba-
mepus, ocuzypsBawa go 100 km npobez camo

Ha enekmpuuecmBo. ToBa e Ha npakmuka
nbpBusm cepueH nAbe-uH xubpug B cBema.
Pesyamamume ca ckpomHu: BYD npogaBa
camo 3284 6pouku B8 Kumau u 11 8 EBpo-
na. Ho Hauanomo e nocmaBeHo. Mo cbwomo
Bpeme Hakou npowenBa umemo Ha YaH B yxo-
mo Ha YapAau MvH2bp, gacHama pvka Ha Yo-
poH Bvpem. MovHebp ce cpewa ¢ kumauckus
Xumuk u npegnpuemay, U € pasmbpceH (no-
kbcHO onpegeas YaH "seHul" u "pabomoxo-
Auk"). B pesyamam Ha masu cpewa, bBodem
kynyBa 10% om kanumana Ha BYD 3a 230 mu-
AUOHa goaapa, a YaH Hal-cemHe pa3noAaza
cvc cpegcmBama ga usnbAHU Bcuukume cu
naaHoBe (Berkhire Hathaway BnocaegcmBue
npogage geAaa cu c neuyanba, HagxBvpaduwia
12 nomu nvbpBoHauyanHama uHBecmuuus).

MWUHAAOTO AECETUAETUE BE EPATA Ha
AumueBo-uoHHama 6Gamepus  (Hau-yecmo
C HukeA-mMaHzaH-kobaamoBa xumusi, NMC).
Tasu mexHoAO2US npegAazawe Hau-gobpa
eHepa2ulHa NAbmHOCM, HO 3a cMemka Ha Hs-




konko Hegocmamvka, Haueno ¢ Bucokama
ueHa U OMHOCUMEAHO no-2onemMus puck om
camosananBaHe). KomnaHusma Ha YaH 3a-
noyHa ga uHBecmupa B aamepHamuBHama
Aumuu-xeaazodpocpamHa mexHonaozus (LFP).
MoBeuemo koHkypeHmu bsxa ckenmuyHu
3apagu Huckama eHepz2ulHa nabmHocm. Ho
BYD 3a msaxHa u3HeHaga ycns ga pewu npo-
6Aema u npes 2020 nycHa Ha nasapa nbpBo-
mo nokoAneHue Ha Bamepusma Blade - cbvc
cpaBHuma eHepaulHa NAbmMHOCM, HO € gocma
no-Hucka cebecmouHocm u ¢ uyBcmBumenHo
no-Hucwvk puck om kbcu cveguHeHus. ObsaBe-
Hume om BYD nokaszameau nbpBoHauanHO
baxa nocpewHamu ¢ HegoBepue - gokamo He
ce okasa, ue B peanHus >kuBom Blade gopu 2u
HagxBopas. Peayamamume He 3akbcHsxa: go-
kamo npe3 2020 BYD npogage egBa 131,000
yucmu enekmpomobuaa, npes 2025 bposm um
HagxBovpAu 2.26 MuAuOHa - ganeuy Hag npo-
gaxkbume Ha Tesla.

Bnpouem me3u 2.26 muAuoHa ca egBa nono-
BuHama om obwume npogaxkbu Ha BYD. ToBa
e Bmopama npuuuHa Bb3xogom Ha BYD ga ce
cAyuu monkoBa 6bp3o. Bmecmo ga npegaoxku
camo enekmpomobuAu U ga yaka nasapbm ga
go3spee 3a max, komnaHusma 3anoXku B Haua-
AOMO Ha no-npakmuyHUmMe NAb2-UH Xubpugu
(PHEV): cbwo "HoBoeHepauUHU" aBmomobuau
cnopeg npegcmaBume Ha kumauckomo npa-
BumencmBo, u cbwo ¢okycupaHu Hau-Beue
okono bamepusma, Ho 6e3 ga ce Hyxkgasm
om pasBumama 3apsagHa uHdpacmpykmypa,
HykHa 3a yucmume EV. Tvkmo PHEV cubs-
gagoxa nbpBume 2oAeMu nasapHu obemu 3a
BYD 8 Kumau, u me 6sxa ocmpuemo Ha ekc-
nopmtHama cmpameaus, kosmo e 8 ocHoBama
Ha neuanbume.

Tasu ekcnopmHa cmpamezausi ceza HaBau3a B
caegBawus cu eman. Caeg kamo 3aBaags no-
HenpemeHuuo3HuU nasapu kamo lOz2ouamouHa
A3us u AamuHcka Amepuka, ceza BYD Hacou-
Ba 2naBHume cu ycuaus kom Hal-B3uckamen-
Hume kynyBauu Ha naaHemama: eBponeuuu-
me. B nocregHume gBe 2oguHu komnaHusma
cmbnu Ha noumu Bcuuku nasapu B8 EC (Bkalo-
yumenHo B Bvazapus 8 Hauanomo Ha 2026).
B kpas Ha aBa2ycm nasapHusm u gaa Ha Cma-
pus koHmuHeHm 6e Beue 2.4% - no-2oAaM om
mo3u Ha Ford, ga He 20Bopum 3a Nissan uau
Suzuki, a ppcmbm Ha 2oguwHa 6asa e 163%.
Makap u HaBaa3na Ha eBponeuckume naszapu
gocma caeg koHkypeHmu kamo MG u Chery,
BYD Beue 2u usnpeBapBa u e Hau-zonemusm
kumaicku uzgpau myk.

ME>XAYBPEMEHHO 120-TE XUAAQWN YYE-
HW u un>keHepu He cmosm 6e3 paboma. BYD
Beue npumexkaBa 42,000 pasAuyHU peau-
cmpupaHu hameHma, u 3aa8s8a no 54 HoBuU...
Ha geH.

Tasu npoaem komnaHusma npegcmaBu Bmo-
pomo nokoneHue Ha cBosma mexHonoz2us

YaH YyaHdy
Wang Chuanfu

BYD CPELLLY TESLA
FOAWLLHK NPOAAKEH HA EV U PHEV(,000)
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3a bamepuu - Blade 2.0. CbC 3HA4YUMEAHO
noBuweHa eHepzulHa nabmHocm (190-210
Bamuaca Ha kunozpam, Bmecmo 140 npu
nbpBomo nokoAaeHue), ma3u 6amepus no3Bo-
AqBa aBmoHomeH npobez Hag 1000 km BbB
BopxoBume mogeau kamo Denza Z9GT, u
MoxXke ga ce 3apekga ¢ go 1500 kunoBama
Ha cobcmBeHama 3apsigHa uHdppacmpykmy-
pa Ha BYD - Flash. ToBa o3HauaBa 3apex-
gaHe om 10% go 97% 3a egBa 9 muHymu.
Kumalduume naaHupam 2 muaAuapga eBpo
uHBecmuuuu B cobcmBeHa 3apsigHa UH-
¢pacmpykmypa B EBpona, 3a ga u3sBaekam
MakcumanHa noa3a om npegumcmBama cu.
HoBama 6amepus obewaBa u 3aBugHa us-
gbp>kanuBocm: B mecmoBeme msa u3gopXka
4000 uukvna Ha 3apeXkgaHe u paspexgaHe
c egBa 2.5% 3aegyba Ha kanauumem B8 kpas.
MpomeHeHama xumus ¢yHkuuoHupa gobpe
gopu npu memnepamypu om nopsgbka Ha
-20 gpagyca (bamepusma 3anasBa Hag 85%
kanauumem), u e owe no-ycmouuvuBa Ha ca-
mo3ananBaHe om goceza. MlanumaHusama, Ha
koumo s nognazam unkeHepume Ha BYD,
HanoMHAM HagnpeBapa MeXgy cagucmu:
HazpsBaHe go HakonkocmomuH 2pagyca, cu-
myaupawu BucokockopocmHa kamacmpoda
ypegu, gynueHe C nupoHuU Ha MHoXkecmBo
Mecma u maka Hamambvk - 6e3 HUMo egHo
om msx ga goBege go mepmMuyHO usmuuaHe.

2023

BondzaHz Ezep, enadHusim,
Wolfgang Egger, BYD's chief

m BYD
W Tesla
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PA3BUPA CE, BYD HE PA3BMBA CAMO
bamepuume cu. WMHkeHepHusm omgeAa Cb3-
gage gBe HOBu enekmpuuecku naamdpopmu
- e-Platform 3.0 u Super e-Platform — koumo
egHoBpemeHHO onmumu3upam npou3BogcmBo-
mo, nogobpsaBam guHamukama u 2apaHmupam
u306uUAHO BbmpewHo npocmpaHcmBo 8 aBmo-
Mobuna. Knemkume Ha 6amepusma Beue ce
uHmezpupam gupekmHo B8 wacumo Ha aBmo-
Mobuaa, Bmecmo ga ce epynupam B omgeaHu
MogyAu - koemo Bogu go no-Bucoka ycmouuu-
Bocm Ha ycykBaHe, no-Hucko meaao u no-go-
bpa guHamuka.

KomnaHusima He npeHebpezBa U NAbz-UH Xu-
6pugume. HoBomo nokoneHue Super DM xu-
6pugu Ha npakmuka npegnaza enekmpomMobua,
HO cbc cBobogama Ha gBuzamens ¢ BompewHo
2opeHe. PaspabomeHusm om BYD 6eH3uHOB
gBuzamen Xiaoyun (c munuuHus 3a kumauuu-
me pabomeH obem om 1.5 Aumpa) nocmuza
monAuHHa epekmuBHocm om Hag 43%. Xubpu-
gume ¢ masu cucmema u3muHaBam cnokouHo
Hag 1000 km, 6e3 ga cnupam 3a 3apeXkgaHe.
CobcmBeHu paspabomku Ha BYD ca u cucme-
Mama 3a koHmpoa Ha kapocepusma (DiSus),
u koHmpoAbm Ha cmabuaHoCcmma U cuenne-
Huemo (iTac)... "Oa uHBecmupaw B HayuHa u
pa3BouHa gelHocm He e npaxocBaHe Ha napu,
a necmeHe Ha napu', ka3Ba YaH YyaHdy. U ne-
gaHmuuHo caegBa masu cu mucoA. ll



BUILDERS OF DREAMS

Starting with just 20 people and the production of cheap phone batteries, today BYD ranks
among the technology leaders in the planet's largest industry.

Back when he was first asked if he viewed the
Chinese company BYD as a serious competi-
tor, Elon Musk couldn't help himself. The Tesla
boss burst out laughing. "Have you seen their
cars?" he asked the Bloomberg studio host in
return.

Today, 15 years later, Musk isn't laughing at
all. BYD—short for "Build Your Dreams"—
manufactures more cars than Tesla, sells sig-
nificantly more, and earns higher profits. Fur-
thermore, it has established itself as a leading
technological force in electric vehicle batteries,
while Tesla's own battery efforts have fallen by
the wayside.

HOW DID THIS TURNAROUND HAPPEN?
How did a company that began as a modest
manufacturer of phone batteries with barely

By KONSTANTIN TOMOV / Photography BYD

twenty employees transform into the global
leader in electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids?
There are many factors at play: from favour-
able geopolitics to the powerful backing of the
Chinese government. Yet, the key reason for
BYD's success lies elsewhere: in the tireless
development of its own proprietary technolo-
gies. The Shenzhen-based giant boasts the
largest R&D department of any automaker in
the world. The company’s engineering team
alone now exceeds 120,000 people—roughly
the size of Nissan’s entire global workforce.
Last year, BYD spent $9.2 billion on research
and new technologies—more than Toyota. It
was precisely this approach that caught the
eye of Warren Buffett himself, prompting him to
acquire a 10% stake in BYD. But let us not get
ahead of the story.

- e

BYD’S STORY BEGAN IN THE LATE 1980S,
when the company’s future founder, Wang
Chuanfu, completed his studies in chemistry
and metallurgy, followed by a master’s degree
in non-ferrous metals in Beijing. Wang was
born into a poor rural family of eight children
in Anhui Province; after his parents passed
away, he was raised by his older brother and
sister until he finished high school. A childhood
marked by severe hardship motivated him to
study and work harder than his peers. By 1993,
he had been appointed manager of a newly
established state-owned company dedicated to
battery development.

The astute Wang noticed that Japanese gi-
ants were abandoning nickel-cadmium battery
technology in favor of nickel-metal hydride and
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lithium-ion alternatives, thereby leaving a gap in
the lower market segments. Seizing this oppor-
tunity, the young chemist decided to found his
own company. His cousin helped with the initial
capital by providing a loan of around $35,000
(an act that would turn that cousin into a multi-
billionaire today). BYD was founded in Shenz-
hen on November 18, 1994, with 20 employees,
and was officially registered in February 1995.

BYD’S FIRST PRODUCTS were slightly modi-
fied versions of existing batteries from Sanyo
and Sony. However, Wang was committed to
developing his own technologies; he soon be-
gan offering lithium-ion batteries of such high
quality that he secured supply contracts with
Nokia and Motorola—the industry giants of the
time. The iPhone revolution of the following
decade transformed the mobile phone market,
yet BYD remained unaffected; the company
soon became a supplier to the notoriously de-
manding Apple.

In the meantime, however, Wang Chuanfu re-
alised something that few in the automotive
industry understood at the time: that batter-
ies would become the most important compo-
nent of a vehicle in the future. In 2002, BYD
launched an initial public offering (IPO) on
the Hong Kong Stock Exchange specifically
to fund its entry into this new and vastly more
promising sector. A year later, BYD acquired
the struggling Qinchuan Automobile, a small
car manufacturer based in the city of Xi'an.
Qinchuan produced a modest city car called
the Flyer—essentially a licensed version of the
Suzuki Alto with a slightly modified design. It
was the first car to ever bear the BYD badge.

DEMAND FOR THE VEHICLE WAS QUITE
LOW, and the Qinchuan brand itself did not
bring a significant customer base with it. How-
ever, the company possessed its own facto-
ry—complete with metal stamping presses—
and an R&D department in Xi'an, assets that
Wang Chuanfu quickly put to work. Soon, the
F3—BYD’s first proprietary model (which bore
a strong resemblance to the Toyota Corolla)—
hit the market. In 2008, Wang did something
unprecedented: he launched the F3DM, a vehi-
cle combining a 1.0-litre gasoline engine with a
lithium-iron-phosphate battery capable of deliv-
ering a range of up to 100 km on electric power
alone. It was, in effect, the world's first mass-
produced plug-in hybrid. The results were mod-
est: BYD sold just 3,284 units in China and 11
in Europe. But the foundation had been laid.
Around that time, someone whispered Wang’s
name into the ear of Charlie Munger, Warren
Buffett’s right-hand man. Munger met the Chi-
nese chemist and entrepreneur and was deep-
ly impressed (he later described Wang as a
"genius" and a "workaholic"). As a result of this
meeting, Buffett purchased a 10% stake in BYD
for $230 million, finally giving Wang the funds
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to execute all his plans (Berkshire Hathaway
subsequently sold its stake for a profit exceed-
ing 12 times the initial investment).

THE PAST DECADE WAS THE ERA of the lithium-
ion battery (most commonly using nickel-manga-
nese-cobalt, or NMC, chemistry). While this tech-
nology offered superior energy density, it came
with several drawbacks—chief among them high
costs and a relatively higher risk of spontaneous
combustion. Wang’s company began investing
in the alternative lithium iron phosphate (LFP)
technology. Most competitors were sceptical due
to its lower energy density. Yet, to their surprise,
BYD managed to solve the problem; in 2020,
the company launched the first generation of its
"Blade" battery, which offered comparable energy
density but at a significantly lower cost and with
a drastically reduced risk of short circuits. The
figures announced by BYD were initially met with
scepticism—until it turned out that, in real-world
conditions, the Blade battery actually outper-
formed them. The results were swift: while BYD
sold just 131,000 pure electric vehicles in 2020,
that figure surpassed 2.26 million in 2025—far
exceeding Tesla's sales.

IN FACT, THOSE 2.26 MILLION UNITS repre-
sent only half of BYD's total sales. This is the

second reason for the company's rapid rise.
Instead of offering only electric vehicles and
waiting for the market to mature, BYD initially
focused on the more practical plug-in hybrids
(PHEVs). These vehicles—classified as "new
energy vehicles" by the Chinese government
and centred on battery technology—did not
require the extensive charging infrastructure
needed for pure EVs. It was precisely these
PHEVs that generated BYD's initial high sales
volumes in China and served as the spearhead
of the export strategy that underpins the com-
pany's profitability.

THIS EXPORT STRATEGY IS NOW ENTERING
its next phase. Having conquered less demand-
ing markets such as Southeast Asia and Latin
America, BYD is now focusing its primary efforts
on the most demanding buyers on the planet:
Europeans. Over the past two years, the com-
pany has entered almost every EU market (in-
cluding Bulgaria, in early 2026). By the end of
August, its market share in Europe had already
reached 2.4%—surpassing that of Ford, not to
mention Nissan or Suzuki—with a year-on-year
growth rate of 163%. Although it entered Euro-
pean markets well after competitors like MG
and Chery, BYD has already overtaken them to
become the largest Chinese player in the region.



Meanwhile, the company's 120,000 scientists
and engineers are far from idle. BYD already
holds 42,000 registered patents and files for 54
new ones... every day. This spring, the compa-
ny unveiled the second generation of its battery
technology: Blade 2.0. Boasting significantly
higher energy density (190-210 watt-hours per
kilogram, up from 140 in the first generation),
this battery enables a range of over 1,000 km
in flagship models like the Denza Z9GT. It also
supports charging at up to 1,500 kilowatts us-
ing BYD’s proprietary "Flash" charging infra-
structure, allowing for a charge from 10% to
97% in just 9 minutes. The Chinese company
plans to invest €2 billion in its own charging
infrastructure in Europe to fully capitalise on
its advantages. The new battery also promises
impressive durability: in tests, it withstood 4,000
charge-discharge cycles with a capacity loss
of just 2.5% by the end. Its modified chemis-
try performs well even at temperatures around
-20°C (retaining over 85% of its capacity) and
offers even greater resistance to spontaneous
combustion than previous versions. The tests
conducted by BYD engineers resemble a con-
test between sadists—heating to several hun-
dred degrees, high-speed crash simulations,
multiple nail-penetration tests, and more—yet
none of these resulted in thermal runaway.

OF COURSE, BYD IS NOT DEVELOPING only
its batteries. The engineering department
has created two new electrified platforms—
e-Platform 3.0 and Super e-Platform—that
simultaneously optimise production, improve
driving dynamics, and ensure ample interior
space. Battery cells are now integrated di-
rectly into the vehicle's chassis rather than
being grouped into separate modules, result-
ing in greater torsional rigidity, reduced weight,
and improved dynamics. The company is not
neglecting plug-in hybrids, either; its new gen-
eration of Super DM hybrids effectively offers
the experience of an electric vehicle com-
bined with the freedom provided by an internal
combustion engine.

The Xiaoyun gasoline engine developed by
BYD (featuring the 1.5-litre displacement typical
of Chinese manufacturers) achieves a thermal
efficiency of over 43%. Hybrids equipped with
this system can easily cover more than 1,000
km without stopping to refuel. BYD'’s proprie-
tary technologies also include the body control
system (DiSus) and the stability and traction
control system (iTac)... "Investing in research
and development is not a waste of money, but
a way to save money," says Wang Chuanfu.
And he meticulously puts this philosophy into
practice. ll
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KUTAWU-

Bvazapckusm aBmomobuneH nasa

kbM HoBa pekopgha 2oguHa

umauckomo  aBmomobuaHo  Ha-
wecmBue B Boazapus Beue moxke ga
ce cmama 3a ¢akm, nokaszBa mpa-
JUUUOHHUAM nasapeH aHaAu3 Ha
Automedia.bg. 3a meceu cenmemBpu geabm
Ha kumauckume mapku om pezucmpupaHu-
me HoBu aBmomobuau B cmpaHama e Beue
15.7% (npu 2.9% cbwus mMeceu, Ha MUHaAa-
ma 2oguHa, u 1.4% npe3 cenmemBpu 2024).
ToBa o3HauaBa Ha npakmuka Bceku wecmu
aBmoMOBUA.
MNMosBama Ha HoBu uzgpauu Auvu u B nogpex-
gaHemo Ha Hau-mbpceHume MmogeAu. Tam ku-
maucku kpocoyBbp gage cepuo3Ha bumka Ha
Toyota Corolla, u 8 kpauHa cmemka omcmvbnu
nopBomo mMacmo camo 3a 9 bpolku pasauka.
Xubpugbm Geely Starray EM-i omuuma 171
pesucmpauuu 3a meceua, gokamo ¢duHanHa-
ma pasnpogaxba Ha blogkemHama Toyota
npegu cmsHama Ha nokoneHusma e goBena
go 180 pezucmpupaHu aBmomobuaa.

BEYE MNET KUTANCKU MOJEAA CA B TON
50. Ycnexom Ha kpocoyBvpa Ha Geely Beowi-
Hocm ce gbAku Ha HampynaHu nopbuku om
npeguwHume Meceuu, koumo 3HauumeAHo
HagxBvpAuxa npegBugeHume 3a Hva2apckus
nasap 6pouku. EgBa npe3 cenmemMBpu kaueH-
mume gouakaxa nbpBume no-mawabHu goc-
maBku. C obwo 292 npogaxk6bu, Starray EM-i
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Beue nonaga B Ton 50 Ha Hau-nonyAspHume
MOgeAU y Hac masu 2oguHa. Tam BAusam owe
yemupu kumaucku aBmomobuna: Forthing
T5 Evo (582), Dongfeng Shine (387), Geely
Citiray (281) u GWM Haval H6 (232).

Obwo npe3 cenmemBpu pesucmpupaHume
HoBu aBmomobuau Ha kumauckume mapku ca
751, a om HaYaAOMO Ha 2oguHama gocmuzam
4413 6pouku, koemo e 10% om nasapa Ha
HoBu aBmomobuau (M1 u N1) y Hac. B moBa
yucno He ca BkaloueHu 65 pezucmpauuu Ha

TOMN 10 NPE3 2026
TOP 10 IN 2026

. Toyota Corolla

. Skoda Octavia

. Skoda Kodiaq

. Hyundai Tucson
. Dacia Duster

. Kia Sportage

. Toyota C-HR

. Dacia Sandero
. Hyundai i20

0. Skoda Kamiq

mapkama Ebro, kosmo noHe Ha meopus ce
Bogu ucnaHcka, makap ga npogaBa npocmo
pebpaHgupaHu u caaobeHu om 2omoBu kom-
naekmu mogeau Ha Chery.

Forthing (804) u Dongfeng (746) cu ocmaBam
Hau-nonyaspHume kumatcku aBmomobuau y
Hac, Ho ce2a Beue 6bp30 2u gogoHBam u gpy-
2u mapku, Haueno ¢ Geely (678), MG (466),
GWM (433) u BYD (376), koumo e Ha na3apa
egBa om Hskonko Meceua.

BEbArAPUA BbPBU KbM HOB PEKOPQA.
Kamo usao peszucmpauuume Ha HoBu aBmo-
MobuAau Aeko ce noHwkaBam npe3 cenmem-
Bpu cnpsmo aBaycm (no-kbc Meceu, U C MHO20
npasHuuu) go obwo 4773 bpouku - HO u moBa
e gocma Hag pesyamama om cenmemBpu
2025. Om HayanOmO Ha 20guHama nasapbm
Ha Aeku aBmomobuau gocmuea 44 265 bpou-
ku, ppcm om 10% Ha 2oguwHa 6a3a u 3asBka
3a HoB ucmopuuecku pekopg.

OcBeH cnomeHamume Corolla u Starray EM-
i, 8 gecemkama Ha HaU-nonyAspHume moge-
Au 3a cenmemBpu nonagam Dacia Sandero
(138), Kia Sportage (130), Skoda Octavia
(118), Toyota CH-R u Skoda Kamiq (no 109),
Hyundai Tucson (90), Dacia Duster (86) u
Dacia Bigster (70). Kou ca Hau-npogaBaHume
MOgeAu Oom Hayanomo Ha 2oguHama, Bukme
8 mabauuama. H
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INVASION: ONE IN SIX
NEW CARS IS FROM CHINA

The Bulgarian car market is heading towards another record-breaking year

he Chinese automotive 'invasion'

of Bulgaria is now a reality, ac-

cording to the latest market analy-

sis by Automedia.bg. In Septem-
ber, Chinese brands accounted for 15.7%
of new car registrations in the country (up
from 2.9% in the same month last year and
1.4% in September 2024). In practical terms,
this means one in every six cars. The emer-
gence of new players is also evident in the
rankings of the most sought-after models.
A Chinese crossover put up a fierce fight
against the Toyota Corolla, ultimately miss-
ing out on the top spot by a margin of just
nine units.

The Geely Starray EM-i hybrid recorded 171
registrations for the month of September,
while the final sell-off of the budget-friendly
Toyota—ahead of its generational update—
resulted in 180 registrations.

FIVE CHINESE MODELS IN THE TOP 50.
The success of the Geely crossover is actu-
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ally due to a backlog of orders from previ-
ous months that significantly exceeded the
initial allocation for the Bulgarian market; it
was only in September that customers fi-
nally received the first large-scale deliver-
ies. With a total of 292 sales, the Starray
EM-i has now entered the list of the 50 most
popular models in the country this year. Four
other Chinese vehicles also make the list:
the Forthing T5 Evo (582), Dongfeng Shine
(387), Geely Citiray (281), and GWM Haval
H6 (232).

In total, 751 new cars from Chinese brands
were registered in September, bringing the
year-to-date figure to 4,413 units—represent-
ing 10% of the local new car market (cat-
egories M1 and N1). This figure excludes 65
registrations for the Ebro brand; while theo-
retically Spanish, it sells Chery models that
are simply rebranded and assembled from
knock-down kits. Forthing (804) and Dong-
feng (746) remain the most popular Chinese
car brands in the country, though they are

rapidly being caught up by others such as
Geely (678), MG (466), GWM (433), and
BYD (376), the latter having been on the
market for only a few months.

BULGARIA HEADED FOR A NEW RECORD.
Overall, new car registrations dipped slightly
in September compared to August (it was
a shorter month with many holidays), to-
taling 4,773 units—a figure still well above
the result from September 2025. Since the
beginning of the year, the passenger car
market has reached 44,265 units, marking
a 10% year-on-year increase and signaling
a potential new all-time record. In addition
to the aforementioned Corolla and Star-
ray EM-i, the top ten most popular models
for September include the Dacia Sandero
(138), Kia Sportage (130), Skoda Octavia
(118), Toyota C-HR and Skoda Kamiq (109
each), Hyundai Tucson (90), Dacia Duster
(86), and Dacia Bigster (70). See the table
for the best-selling models since the begin-
ning of the year. B
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SALLO MEAOHIA NCKA A
MATEHTOBA I'AACA CI

WHY DOES MELONI WANT
TO PATENT RER VOICE?

ObewaBaHusm 02pomMeH maacok 3a npousBogu-
meAHocmma Ha mpyga om nosiBama Ha uskycm-
BeHust uHMeAekm Bce owe He ce e Mamepuanu-
3upaa. Ho B obracmma Ha gesuHdopmauusma
Al Beue npegu3BukBa ucmuHcka peBoalouus - go
makaBa cmeneH, ye nogmukHa umaauaHckus
npemuep kopgka MenoHu ga 06g8u 3a obekm
Ha aBmopcko npaBo... cobcmBeHus cu 2aac.

MenoHu, kosmo Beue nogobpu pekopga 3a
Hau-gbA20 ynpaBasBan umaauaHcku npemuep ¢
HenpekbcHam maHgam B8 gemokpamuuHama epa,

e nogana 3asBka kbm nameHmHomo Glopo Ha EC,
3a ga 3awumu 2aaca cu om daawudukamu u
3n0ynompebu ¢ nomowma Ha Al. Ta e nbpBusim no-
Aumuk Ha moBa paBHuwe, npubsizHan go mapkama.
3anBku 3a cxogHU nameHmu uma om MHoXkecmBo
My3ukanHu 3Be3gu, Haueno ¢ Telnop Cyudm.
MenoHu we ce 6opu ga cneveau Bmopu maHgam
Ha npegcmoswume obwu usbopu B imaaus gozo-
guHa cpeuwly Bce no-gpbmkama cbnpomuBa u Ha
obeguHeHama AeBuua, u Ha HoBume kpalHogecHu
dopmauuu kamo masu Ha NeHCUOHUPaHUs 2eHepan
Pobepmo BaHauu. MHokecmBo dpaauwBu Bugea
Ha MenoHu Beue uupkyaupam u3 couuaaHume
mpexku 8 Mimaaus. Ekcnepmu no npaBo mBopgsm,
Ue e MHO20 NO-AeCHO ga ybeguw couuarHume
Mpexku ga cBaasm Bugeo uau nocm Ha 6asa Hapy-
weHo aBmopcko npaBo, omkoakomo 3a HapyweHus
Ha mexHuUme m. Hap. "cmaHgapmu" uAu Ha npaBa-
ma Ha AuYHocmma.
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The massive boost to labor productivity
promised by the advent of artificial intelligence
has yet to materialize. However, in the realm
of disinformation, Al is already sparking a

true revolution—to such an extent that it has
prompted Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
to seek copyright protection for... her own
voice.

Meloni, who has already set the record for the
longest continuous term served by an ltalian
prime minister in the democratic era, has filed
an application with the EU patent office to
protect her voice against Al-generated fakes
and misuse. She is the first politician at this
level to resort to such a measure. Similar pat-
ent applications have been filed by numerous
music stars, led by Taylor Swift.

Meloni will fight to win a second term in ltaly's
upcoming general election next year, facing
increasingly vocal opposition from both the
united left and new far-right groups, such as
the one led by retired General Roberto Van-
nacci. Numerous fake videos of Meloni are
already circulating on social media in Italy.
Legal experts argue that it is far easier to
persuade social media platforms to take down
a video or post on the grounds of copyright
infringement than for violations of their so-
called "standards" or personal rights. ll

CAE[ LLAP CAMINYA,
M_PUNA TAEOQA KbM
BPUTAHCKNA MY3EN

AFTER TSAR SAMUIL,
GREECE LOOKS AT THE
BRITISH MUSEUM

Cnozogbama, no cunama Ha kosimo Mpuus BbpHa
Ha Boazapus maeHHUMe ocmaHku Ha cpegHo-
BekoBHus boazapcku uap Camyun B 3amsaHa Ha
konekuus om uvpkoBHU npegmemu, e He camo
»kecm Ha gobpa Boas, Ho u yBepmlopa kbm
2onMama ueA Ha AmuHa - ga cu BopHe noHe
yacm Oom HauuoHaAHUME NamemHuuu, komeHmupa
mecmHusm Kathimerini. Mo-koHkpemHo Bb8 ¢okyca
Ha npemuepa Muuomakuc ca m. Hap. Mpamopu

Ha EA2uH uAu MapmeHoHcku mpamopu - 2pyna
MpaMOpHU cmamyu, omHeceHu om Aopg EasuH

om MapmeHoHa B AmuHa u usanoXkeHu ommozaBa
8 BpumaHckus Myseu. o MoMeHma Beaukobpu-
maHust omka3sBa ga goz2oBopu BpovwaHemo um.
BceneHckama nampuapuwius couwio npuBememBa
cgenkama c Boazapus kamo nbpBa cmbnka kbm
BpbwaHemo Ha "peAu2uo3Hu u kyamypHu apmeda-
kmu", omHemu om Mbpuus.

The agreement under which Greece returned
the remains of the medieval Bulgarian Tsar
Samuil to Bulgaria in exchange for a collec-
tion of ecclesiastical objects is not merely

a gesture of goodwill but also a prelude to
Athens' major goal: reclaiming at least a
portion of its national monuments, the local
newspaper 'Kathimerini' reports. Specifi-
cally, Prime Minister Mitsotakis is focusing

on the so-called Elgin Marbles—or Parthe-
non Marbles—a group of marble sculptures
removed by Lord Elgin from the Parthenon in
Athens and displayed at the British Museum
ever since. To date, Great Britain has refused
to negotiate their return. The Ecumenical
Patriarchate has also welcomed the deal with
Bulgaria as a first step toward the restitution
of "religious and cultural artifacts" taken from
Greece. ll
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KAK BbAI'APUA

CE OKASA 12-ATA
HAN-OOBPA
CTPAHA 3A )KNBOT

Hau-Bucokama oueHka Ha BankaHume e 3acay)keHa C
HUcku gaHbuu, 3eAeHUHa u puHaHcoBa cmabuaHocm. Hau-

20AeMusim MUHycC e... knaumamom

Tekem KAAMH HUKOAOB / Qomoeapadus iSTOCK

oHskoza e HykeH noz2neg om-

cmpaHu, 3a ga oueHu uoBek

oHoBa, koemo uma. Ako nonuma-

me Bvazapume kbge ce kaacupa
cmpaHama um cpeg Hau-gobpume mecma
3a >kuBeeHe, omzoBopume buxa 6uAu npe-
obaagaBaw,o necumucmuuHu. B getucmBu-
meAHOoCM, chopeg NOCAEgHOMO u3gaHue Ha
yBakaBaHama kaacauus Ha meXkgyHapog-
Hama koHcyamaHmcka komnaHusi Rumavi,
Bvazapus e... 12-ama Hal-gobpa cmpaHa
3a >kuBeeHe B cBema, cuaHO npenopbuBaHa
3a npemecmBaHe Ha pabomeuwu UAU NEHCU-
OHepu .

KAACALIMATA PA3IAEXXAA 24 pasauvHu
uHgukamopa B ueaAusi cnekmvp om ukoHo-
Muuecko cbcmosiHue u ueHa Ha >kuBoma

e il
L g r-‘\i--"m
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go kaumam u 3gpaBHu ycayeu. B nocaeg-
HOmMO U u3gaHue, kamo Hal-gobpa cmpaHa
3a >kuBeeHe B cBema u3snvkBa EcmoHus, ¢
obw, peayamam 72.8, npeg CuHzanyp (72.6)
u Manaususa (72.0). NamouHa EBpona ce
npegcmaBsa kamo usno gobpe ¢ kombuHa-
uusma om ukoHomuuecka cmabuAHocm,
OMHOCUMeAHO no-Hucka ueHa Ha >kuBoma u
gobpu couuanHu ycayzau. B Ton 20, ocBeH
EcmoHus u Bvbazapus, nonagam owe yemu-
pu gopkaBu om pezuoHa - AumBa, Yexus,
XvpBamus u AamBus. Om 3anagHoeBponeu-
ckume gop>kaBu B Ton 20 npucvbcmBa camo
egHa - Nopmyzaaus (Ha yemBbpmo mMscmo)

HAN-BOTFATUTE CTPAHU B CBETA, kou-
mo gomuHupam B noBeuemo kaacauuu 3a
kauecmBo Ha >kuBom, myk ocmaBam Ha3sag

l'

L T

3apagu Bucokama my ueHa: LLBeluapus e
egBa 22-pa, HugepnaHgus - 37-a, LLBeuus
- 42-pa, lepmaHus - 50-a, QpaHuus - 79-
a. CveguHeHume wamu ocmaBam egBa Ha
107-0 macmo B kaacauusima, B egHa u cbwa
2pyna c LLpu Aanka, Mapoko u PyaHga.

BvAzapus e u Hau-gobpama cmpaHa 3a XKu-
BeeHe Ha BankaHume, usausa om pesyama-
mume Ha Rumavi. XopBamus e kaacupaHa
18-a, PymbHus - 26-a, CaoBeHus - 33-a,
YepHa 2opa - 34-a, CeBepHa MakegoHus -
53-a, Copbus - 59-a, Mpuusa - 67-a, Anba-
Hus - 88-a, a Typuus e Ha 97-0 msicmo.

MAAKO HEOYAKBAHO, KATO HAW-CAA-
BO MACTO Ha bBvasapus e ombenssaH
kaumamom (3apagu cypoBume 3umu B naa-
HuHckume patioHu), koemo Bogu go ouexka
egBa 30 nyHkma 3a kaumamuueH komdpopm.
CmpaHama noayuyaBa u ckpomHume 49 3a
obpasoBameaHama cu cucmema. OcmaHa-
Aume 22 nokasamens ca oueHeHu Bucoko,
Hauyeno c¢ gocmbnHocm Ha >kuBoma (89),
cmabuaHocm Ha Baaymama u 6ankoBama
cucmema (85), gaHbuu (84) u 3eneHuUHa
(83). ToBa e gocmambuHo ga komneHcupa
cpegHume oueHku 3a BopxoBeHcmBo Ha 3a-
koHa u 3a kauecmBo Ha 3gpaBHume ycayau.
Ekcnepmume Ha Rumavi ca Bkalouuau obuwio
186 cmpaHu B kaacauusma cu. Om msx
Hau-now 3a >kuBeeHe e pasmvpcBaHusm
om koHoAukmu AdzaHucmaH, npeg MemeH
u Hau-mAagama gop>kaBa B cBema - IOXeH
CygaH. B gecemkama Ha Hall-Henpenopbuu-
meAHume 3a npeceAnBaHe cmpaHu nonagam
cbwo Huzep, Yag, LlenmpaaHoadpukaHcka-
ma penybauka, Comanus, CeBepHa Kopes,
Maau u Cupus. B

TOM 15

1. EcmoHus 72.8
2. CuHzanyp 72.6
3. Manausus 72.0
4. NMopmyzaAus 71.6
5. TauBaH 71.4
6. AumBa 71.0
7. XoHkoH2 71.0
8. CeuHm Kumc u HeBuc 70.3
9. Yexus 69.9
10. Maama 69.8
11. Kunvp 69.7
12. BbATAPUA 69.7
13. OAE 69.4
14. I'py3us 69.3
15. BpyHeu 69.3
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HOW BULGARIA "%
BECAME THE 12TH B
COUNTRY TO LIVE IN'L‘

Its top ranking in the Balkans is' earned through low tax o
abundant greenery, and fmancnal stab|I|ty The blggest d’ow.__. '

...the cllmate

By KALIN NIKOLOV / Photo_g_raphy |STdCK

ometimes, an outside perspective
is needed to truly appreciate what
one has. If you were to ask Bul-
garians where their country ranks
among the best places to live, the answers
would likely be overwhelmingly pessimistic.
In reality, however, according to the latest
edition of the respected ranking by the in-
ternational consultancy Rumavi, Bulgaria is
the 12th best country in the world to live
in—and highly recommended for working
professionals or retirees looking to relocate.

THE RANKING EVALUATES 24 DIFFER-
ENT INDICATORS, covering everything
from economic conditions and the cost of
living to climate and healthcare services.
In the latest edition, Estonia stands out as
the best country to live in, with an overall
score of 72.8, followed by Singapore (72.6)
and Malaysia (72.0). Eastern Europe per-
forms well overall, thanks to a combination
of economic stability, a relatively lower cost
of living, and quality social services. In ad-
dition to Estonia and Bulgaria, four other
countries from the region—Lithuania, the
Czech Republic, Croatia, and Latvia—fea-
ture in the top 20. Only one Western Euro-
pean country—Portugal (in fourth place)—
appears in the top 20.
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THE WORLD'S WEALTHIEST NATIONS,
which typically dominate quality-of-life rank-
ings, lag behind here due to the high cost
of living: Switzerland ranks only 22nd, the
Netherlands 37th, Sweden 42nd, Germany
50th, and France 79th. The United States
sits at 107th place, in the same group as Sri
Lanka, Morocco, and Rwanda.

1. Estonia 72.8
2. Singapore 72.6
3. Malaysia 72.0
4. Portugal 71.6
5. Taiwan 71.4
6. Lithuania 71.0
7. Hong Kong 71.0
8. Saint Kitts and Nevis 70.3
9. Czech Republic 69.9
10. Malta 69.8
11. Cyprus 69.7
12. BULGARIA 69.7
13. UAE 69.4
14. Georgia 69.3
15. Brunei 69.3

According to the Rumavi results, Bulgaria
is also the best country to live in within the
Balkans. Croatia ranks 18th, Romania 26th,
Slovenia 33rd, Montenegro 34th, North
Macedonia 53rd, Serbia 59th, Greece 67th,
Albania 88th, and Turkey 97th.

SOMEWHAT UNEXPECTEDLY, BULGAR-
IA'S weakest point is identified as its cli-
mate (due to harsh winters in mountain-
ous regions), resulting in a score of just
30 points for climate comfort. The country
also receives a modest score of 49 for its
education system. The remaining 22 indi-
cators are rated highly, led by affordability
(89), currency and banking system stability
(85), taxes (84), and greenery (83). This
is enough to offset the average scores for
the rule of law and the quality of healthcare
services.

Rumavi experts included a total of 186
countries in their ranking. Of these, the
worst place to live is conflict-torn Afghani-
stan, followed by Yemen and the world's
youngest nation, South Sudan. Niger, Chad,
the Central African Republic, Somalia,
North Korea, Mali, and Syria also feature in
the top ten least recommended countries
for relocation. M
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NMOANTUKATA
HA TECHNA

NMPOXOL4

Om AeoHug npu Tepmonuaume go xymume B YepBeHo mope:
ga Baageew kalouoBama nosuuus e BuHazu

HoX ¢ gBe ocmpuema
Tekem BOVIKO BACUAEB / Domozapadus iISTOCK

umkama npu TepmonuAume ouwie He

e 3anoyHana. Mepcume ca monkoBa

MHO020, Ue cmpeAume um we 3akpu-

am CcAbHUemo, kpewwu Hskou om-
cpewa. TozaBa cnapmaHeubm [ueHek cBuBa
pameHe u omBpvwa: ,Owe no-gobpe. Llle ce
buem Ha csaHka”.

XEPOAOT 3AMNNCBA PEMNAUKATA npegu
gBaucem u nem Beka. OmmozaBa msa obu-
kaas cBema kamo Hau-kpamkus yuebHuk no
moBa kak mankume 3acmaBam cpeuwy 2one-
Mume.

Ceza npeBbpmeme Hanpeg. EgHa loncka
How, Ha 2026 zpvukusm maHkep ,Mep-
6aby“, HamoBapeH cbc caygumcku ne-
mpoa, Hanycka YepBeHo mope ¢ u3skaloueH
mpaHcnoHgep. OzpomHusm cbg ce npaBu
Ha HeBugum, gokamo npemuHaBa kpal Ue-
meHckus 6psie. 3awomo mam, kpau bab
en-MaHgeb, ce kpusm peweHu Ha Bcuuko
f6ouuu, Yuemo Hau-CUAHO opbXue e mec-
HUsM NpPoxog.
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CNAPTAHUUTE CA TEPOWU, XYTUTE - PA3-
BOMHULMN. Ho u egHume, u gpyaume pasuu-
mam Ha moBa, Ye nassm MACHOMO 2bpAO Ha
cBema.

Oa, TepmonuAaume ca AezeHga 3a xpabpocm-
ma. Ho me ca u ypok no 2zeomempus. Tpucma
chapmaHuu — U Cmomuuu mexHu cblo3Huuu,
3a koumo uecmo 3abpaBave — He ca No-CuA-
HU om nepculickama apmus. Te npocmo ca
3acmaHanu mam, kbgemo yucaeHomo npeBu3s-
xogcmBo Ha Kcepkc He moXke ga ce paszbp-
He. Xepogom onucBa npoxoga: Ha Mmecma 6ua
wupok, konkomo nbm 3a kapyua. MuAuoHume
He ce nobupam B Hezo.

~Hdaume mu onopHa mouka u we noBguzHa 3e-
mama“, we kake cneg okono gBa Beka gpyz
2pvk. 3abenekeme: Apxumeg He obewaBa
CuAa, a Aocm.

NCTOPUATA OTTAM HATATbLK e eguH u
cbw, clokem, npepaskasaH Ha pa3AuyHuU e3u-
uu. Yemupu Beka gamckume kpane cvbupam
makca om kopabume, npemuHaBawu npe3

# Xymu 8-Vemer
= "Houthis'in Yemen

MopecyHng — 6aamutckama mopzoBus naawa
Ha egHo manko kpancmBo. Ankupckume kop-
capu usHygBam cuaHu eBponeucku u amepu-
kaHcku gopxkaBu; 3apagu max maagume Coe-
guHeHu wamu Bauzam B8 nvpBama cu BouHa
3ag okeaHa. Comaautickume nupamu npuHryx-
gaBam EC, HATO, Kumau, WHgus u gpyau ga
usnpamsam 60uHU kopabu 8 AgeHckus 3aAuB.
Ho 3awo ga Bu yberkgaBam owe? Mpegu Bek
u nonoBuHa Ha Llunka HekoAuuHa onbAuyeHuu
u pycku 6ouuu ygop>kam npoxoga cpeuly ga-
A€Y No-MHO206poeH npomuBHuk. “Kam wena
cnapmaHuu nog czaHma Ha Kcepkca”: NBaH
Ba3oB we 2u cpaBHu ¢ Tepmonuaume.

BCEKW MbT CBETbT AXBA. HO NMPOMYCKA
Bmopama yacm om u3peyeHuemo.

3awomo npu Tepmonuaume ce nosBsBa Edu-
aam. MecmHusm npegamea nokas3Ba Ha nep-
cume nomeka npe3 naaHuHama. Caeg kamo
dpoHmManHusm npobuB He ycnsaBa, “ceaHma”
3aobukans kopaBume cnapmaHuu. AeoHug 3a-
2uBa, npoxogom naga, a caeg moBa Kcepkc



onoxkapsBa AmuHa.

OmmozaBa Eduanm e HaBcskovge. MNpe3 1498
Bauwky ga Nama 3ao6ukans Hoc [1o6pa Hagexkga
u omBapsa mopcku nbm kom VHgus, 3aobuka-
ASUKU MpaguuuoHHUME CyXonbmHU U 6Ausko-
u3mouHU nocpegHuuu. Ankup e bombapgupaH
npe3 1816 u 3aBaagaH om QpaHuus npea 1830.
B kpauHa cmemka, u comaautckomo nupam-
cmBo pyxBa — caeg kamo kopabonaaBaHemo
npomeHs npakmukume cu. [JHec kopabume naa-
Bam okono Adpuka. Ckono, 6aBHo, Ho naaBam.

A CElFA HAN-MIHTEPECHUAT CAYYAN.
23-munuoHeH TauBaH npousBexkga okono 90%
om Hau-gobpume noaynpoBogHuuu. be3 mau-
BaHckume ¢pabpuku gHewHama enekmpoHuka,
uzkycmBeHusm uHmeaekm u peguua Bucoko-
MEXHOAOZUYHU cucmeMu buxa ce 3agbxaAu.
3a moBa cu uma ume: ,,cuAukoHoB wum®.
Nozukama e cvbbrazHumenHa — gokamo cBe-
mbm 3aBucu om Hac, we Hu 3awumu. MekuH
He BU NOCMSA ga paspywu UHgycmpusma, om
kosmo 3aBucu u camusm mou.

Camo ue, kakmo uma gByocmpu meuoBe,
maka u wumbm moXke ga e gByocmuvp. Ako
cu monkoBa ueHeH, ue Hukou He moxke ga cu
no3BoAu ga me 3az2ybu, 3HaYuU cCu gocmamby-
HO ueHeH, 3a ga me npeB3emam. lNpoxogom
BuHazu npuBauua apmuu. BawuHzmoH, Tokuo
u BepAuH 3anouHaxa ga cmposim cobcmBeHu
¢dabpuku. Koszama nomeka Ha Eduaam ce npo-
kapBa npeg ouume Hu, ¢ 6emoH u cybcuguu.

ETO A TPATEAUATA HA MAAKUA. Ako gop-
>kuw npoxoga, cmaBaw MuweHa. Ako 20 omBo-
puw, npecmaBaw ga 6bgew HykeH. MogobHa
guaema He MoXke ga ce pewu no yyebHuk. A u
2onemume BuHa2u we Hamepsm HauuH. Tyku-
gug 20 e kasan >kecmoko: “cunHume npaBsm
kakBomo mozam, crnabume muvpnam kakBomo
mps6Ba”. Caygumcka Apabus, ¢ nomowma Ha
owe 14 gopxkaBu, o2naBu uHuuuamuBa ga 3a-
wumu bab en-MaHgeb, YepBeHo mope u AgeH-
ckus 3anuB. 3acmpaxoBameaume BguzHaxa
mapudume. ToBapHume kopabu mpbzHaxa
okono Adpuka. Ckopo u xymume we 6bgam

3a0bukoneHu. OnopHama um mouka — mecHu-
Am npoAuB — HAMa ga u3gobpXKu gbA20.

Hue Ha BaakaHume Bu mps6Bano ga pasbu-
pame moBa gobpe. XXuBeem Bovpxy npoxogu,
npoAuBu u kopugopu; usaama Hu ucmopus
e ucmopus Ha MecmonoAoXkeHuemo. 3Haem
konko onusHsBawo e ycewaHemo, ye cu 3a-
cmaHaAn Ha macmo, kbgemo 2oremume mps6-
Ba ga ce cvobpassBam ¢ meb. M 3Haem — no-
gobpe, omkonkomo Hu ce ucka — koako 6bp30
usue3Ba moBa ycewaHe.

Mankusm He e cuneH, a gobpe pasnoaoXkeH. Lia-
Aomo uskycmBo Ha noaumukama e ga pa3nosHa-
ew koza nposopeubm ce 3amBaps — u ga ycne-
ew ga nouckaw Hewo, npegu ga ca mu 20 B3eAu.

AEOHMUO HE E YCMAA. HO E CMEYEAUA
HELLO APYroO, u mo He e manko. OcmaHano
€ uspeyeHuemo.

LLle ce buem Ha caHka.

C gpyau gymu, ocmaHaaa e crnaBama. MoHsko-
2a msa e eguHcmBeHomo, koemo we ocmaHe
3a mankume, caeg kamo npoxogem nagHe. ll
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THE NARROW
PASS STRATEGY

From Leonidas at Thermopylae to the Houthis in the Red Sea:
holding a key position is always a double-edged sword

By BOYKO VASILEV / Photography iSTOCK

The battle at Thermopylae has not yet begun. The
Persians are so many that their arrows will blot out
the sun, someone shouts from across the field.
The Spartan warrior Dieneces merely shrugs and
replies: “Even better. We shall fight in the shade.”

HERODOTUS RECORDED THOSE words twenty-
five centuries ago. Since then, they have travelled
the world as the shortest lesson in how the small
stand up to the mighty.

Now fast-forward. On a July night in 2026, the
Greek tanker Merbabu, loaded with Saudi oil,
leaves the Red Sea with its transponder switched
off. The massive vessel is playing invisible as it
passes the Yemeni coast, because there, near
Bab el-Mandeb, lurk fighters prepared to do any-
thing, whose most powerful weapon is a narrow
passage.

THE SPARTANS WERE HEROES, THE HOUTHIS
— bandits. Yet both rely on the same thing: control
of one of the world's strategic chokepoints.

Yes, Thermopylae is a legend of courage, but it is
also a geometry lesson. Three hundred Spartans
and hundreds of their allies, who we often forget,
were not stronger than the Persian army. They
have simply positioned themselves where Xerx-
es’ advantage in numbers cannot be brought to
bear. Herodotus describes the pass: some parts
were no wider than a cart track. Millions cannot
fit through it.

cmapuHHa 2paélopa
Leonidas against the Persians,
i an antique’@ngraving '
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“Give me a place to stand, and | will move the
Earth,” another Greek would say about two centu-
ries later. Notice this: Archimedes was not promis-
ing strength, but leverage.

FROM THAT POINT ON, HISTORY follows the
same storyline, retold in different languages. For
four centuries, Danish kings collected fees from
the ships passing through @resund — Baltic trade
paid tribute to a small kingdom. Algerian corsairs
extorted powerful European and American states;
because of them, the young United States en-
tered its first overseas war. Somali pirates forced
the EU, NATO, China, India, and others to deploy
warships to the Gulf of Aden.

But why should | try to convince you any further?
A century and a half ago, at Shipka, a handful
of Bulgarian volunteers and Russian soldiers
held the pass against a far more numerous en-
emy. “Like a handful of Spartans against Xerxes’
hordes”: lvan Vazov would compare them to Ther-
mopylae.

EVERY TIME, THE WORLD GASPS in awe. But it
misses the second half of the sentence.
Because at Thermopylae, Ephialtes appears. The
local traitor shows the Persians a path through
the mountains. After the frontal assault fails, the
“horde” outflanks the stubborn Spartans. Leoni-
das is killed, the pass falls, and Xerxes then burns
Athens.

Since then, Ephialtes has been everywhere. In
1498, Vasco da Gama sailed around the Cape
of Good Hope and opened a sea route to India,
bypassing the traditional overland and Middle
Eastern intermediaries. Algiers was bombarded in
1816 and conquered by France in 1830. Ultimate-
ly, Somali piracy also collapsed — after shipping
changed its practices. Today, ships sail around
Africa. Expensive, slow, but they sail.

AND NOW THE MOST INTERESTING CASE.
Taiwan, with a population of 23 million, produces
around 90% of the world’s most advanced semi-
conductors. Without the Taiwanese factories,
today’s electronics, artificial intelligence, and a
range of high-tech systems would be severely
strained. There is a name for this: the “silicon
shield.”

The logic is seductive: as long as the world de-
pends on us, it will protect us. Beijing would hardly
dare destroy an industry on which it, too, depends.
Except that, just as there are double-edged
swords, a shield can be double-edged as well.
If you are so valuable that no one can afford to
lose you, then you are valuable enough to be con-
quered. Passages always attract armies. Wash-
ington, Tokyo, and Berlin have begun building their
own semiconductor factories. Ephialtes’ goat path
is being carved out before our eyes, with concrete
and subsidies.

HERE IS THE TRAGEDY OF THE SMALL. If
you hold the passage, you become a target.
If you open it, you cease to be indispensable.
A dilemma like this cannot be solved by fol-
lowing a textbook. And the great powers will
always find a way. Thucydides put it brutally:
“the strong do what they can, and the weak
suffer what they must.” Saudi Arabia, with the
support of 14 other countries, led an initiative
to protect the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, the Red
Sea, and the Gulf of Aden. Insurers raised their
rates. Cargo ships began sailing around Africa.
Soon, the Houthis too will be bypassed. Their
strategic foothold — the narrow strait — will not
hold for long.

We in the Balkans should understand this well.
We live on passes, straits, and corridors; our en-
tire history is a history of geography. We know
how intoxicating it feels to stand in a place where
the great powers have to take you into account.
And we know — better than we would like — how
quickly that feeling can disappear.

The small are not powerful; they are well posi-
tioned. The whole art of politics lies in recognizing
when the window is closing and managing to ask
for something before it is taken away from you.
Leonidas did not succeed. But he won something
else, and it was no small thing. The sentence en-
dured.

We shall fight in the shade.

In other words, what remained was glory. Some-
times that is the only thing left to the small after
the pass has fallen. l
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Tekem NETBP MOHYEB / Gomozapadus iISTOCK

pemeHama He ca Hukak gobpu 3a ¢o-

mozpadume u onepamopume. EgHa

Huwo u HukakBa microSD kapma ¢ 512

2uzabalima namem, npogaBaHa npegu
2oguHa 3a 30 eBpo, npe3 mapm ma3su 2oguHa cko-
yu Ha 60, a gHec mokeme ga cu s kynume 3a 135
eBpo - cmuza Bvobuwe ga g Hamepume. MpuyuHU-
me ca gBe: konkypeHuusma Ha uHBecmumopume
B8 Al, koumo obcebBam Bce no-zoaama uacm om
npou3BogcmBomo Ha ¢Araw namem, U yacmuu-
Hama 6nokaga Ha Opmyskus npoAuB, npes kou-
mo obuvyalHo meue He camo Hedm u 2a3, a u
egHa mpema om 2anobanHume gocmaBku Ha cspa.
Capama e kalouoBa npu npouszBogcmBomo Ha
ocHoBHume xumukanu, usnoa3BaHu B npousBog-
cmBomo Ha mukpouunoBe. HelHomo nockbnBa-
He, kakmo u nockonBaHemo Ha eHepz2oHocume-
AUMe, HeusbexkHo ce npexBopAs Bopxy kpaliHume
kaueHmu Ha komnaHuu kamo Samsung, SanDisk
(Western Digital) u Kioxia.

PA3BUPA CE, CBETbT HAMA OA CBbLPLUU
3apagu nockbnHaaume kapmu namem. Ho mosu
yacmeH cayyal gobpe ualocmpupa ozpomMHama
npomsHa, Hacmbnuaa B cBemoBHama ukoHomuka
om Hayanomo Ha mo3su Bek. Taka HapeueHume
"wudku" - mecHume mecma B ukoHomukama,
kogemo egHo cmucBaHe mMoke ga npegu3Buka
2nobanHa kpusa - ca cbwecmByBanu BuHazu.
BoAzapus 20 3Hae omauuHo: Bcuuku Hewacmus
3a cmpaHama B nocaegHus Bek u nonoBuHa ca
cBobp3aHu ¢ HenpekvcHamume uzpu Mexkgy Benu-
kume cuau kou ga koHmpoaupa npocaoBymume
nponuBu (Bocdopa u OdapgaHeaume). Ho goceaa
me3u wuuku Bsxa noumu ususao 2eozpadeku. B
HoBama peaAHOCM Ha UH(POPMAUUOHHOMO 06-
wecmBo u 2rnobanHama mbpzoBus, ya3Bumume
mMecma Beue ganey HagxBopasm koHmpona Bopxy
onpegeAneH npomok, NbM UAU NAGHUHCKU Npoxog.
Mpe3 XXl Bek ukoHomuueckume "wuuku" Mmozam
ga ca kabeau nog okeaHa, npousBogcmBeH ka-
nauumem Ha mauBaHcku 3aBog uau kumaucka
paduHepus, uau gopu kogoBe 3a gocmbn go mexk-
gyHapogHume ¢puHaHcoBu cucmemu.

Bcuuko moBa obaue He o3HauaBa, ye 2eozpadu-
Ama e 3az2ybuna 3HauveHue. Tokmo obpamHomo,
NOHe wo ce omHacs go mopckume npoauBu. 3Ha-
yeHuemo Ha Manaka, Bocdopa uau Cyeukus ka-
HaA gHec e no-2onsmo omBceskoza. [18e enoxanHu
NPOMeHuU - egHama npe3 60-me 20guHu, egHama
8 Hauanomo Ha HoBus Bek - noBuwuxa gpacmuu-
HO 3HayeHuemo Ha Mopckama mbpaoBus.

MbPBATA BE BbBEXXAHETO Ha cmaHgapmu-
3upaHu koHmeuHepu 3a npeBo3 - u3obpemeHue
Ha amepukaHckama apmus npe3 Bmopama cBe-
moBHa BouUHa, aganmupaHo 3a uuBuAHU Hy>kgu
om Kuum TaHmauH2bp u MaukoA MakAuuH npes
1955. MacoBomo um BvBexkgaHe npe3 cnegBa-
womo gecemuaemue yckopu HeumoBepHo cko-
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pocmma Ha obpabomBaHe Ha moBapu no npuc-
maHuwama u noHwku psasko cebecmouHocmma
Ha npeBo3ume no Boga.

Bmopama 2onama npomsHa 6e Bvaxogbm Ha Ku-
mau kamo "¢abpukama Ha cBema". Oo 80-me
20gUHU ocHoBHama uyacm om kopabHus mpaHc-
nopm ce nagawe Ha Hepma u gpyau meyHu 2opu-
Ba u cmoku. Mpogykuusima Ha kumauckume 3aBo-
gu npomeHu moBa. fenom Ha Hedma om Bcuuku
npeBo3u no mope HagxBopaswe 30% npe3 90-me
20gUHU, HO npe3 2023 Beue 6e nagHan nog 18%.
B cbwomo Bpeme camomo koauuecmBo npeBos-
BaHu cmoku HapacHa wokupawo: om okoAno 3
MuAuapga moHa 8 Hauanomo Ha 80-me go 13 Mu-
Auapga moHa npe3 2024. Koemo, kamo ce 3amu-
caume, npaBu no 1.56 moHa 3a Bceku uoBek Ha
naaHemama. baokupaHemo Ha gopu manka uacm
om me3u 13 muauapga moHa moxke ga npegu3Bu-
ka epekma Ha goMuHOMO: ga cvbaps uHgycmpust
CAeg UHgycmpus 3apagu Hegocmuza Ha npuBug-
HO He3HayumeAeH komnoHeHm.

OPMY3KUAT NMPOTOK, KOWTO B Hau-macHama
cu yacm mexkgy WpaH u OmaH e wupok egBa 33
kwm, e knacuuecku npumep 3a ys3Buma ukoHomu-
vecka "wuuka". Ommyk muHaBa egHa uemBbpm
om mbpayBaHus no Boga Hedm u 2a3. Ho cowo u
20A9Ma vacm om gobuBaHama cspa, egHa mpema
om mopoBeme, u 0koAo egHa mpema om 2A06aA-
Homo npou3BogcmBo Ha xeaud. Opmy3 e kpumu-
UeH Ccbwo 3a gocmaBkume Ha arnymuHuUl, Mema-
HOA U owle nonoBuH gy3uHa BaxkHu cypoBuHu. Ho
Bonpeku moBa mou e ganeu He e Hau-kalouoBusm
mopcku nom. Cyeukusim kaHaa, koumo npegu3Bu-
ka makoBa HanpexkeHue cbc 3aknewBaHemo Ha
kopaba Ever Given npe3 2021 (u 3a2ybu om no 9
MuAuapga goaapa 3a Bceku om wecmme gHu, 8
koumo kaHanom ocmaHa 3amBopeH, nNo us4yucae-
Hus Ha Lloyd's), e owe no-Hasag B kaacauusma,
ga He 20Bopum 3a MNaHamckus kaHan.

KAKBO OBAYE BU CE CAYUYUNAO, ako no Hakak-
Ba npuyuHa 6bge 3amBopeH Manakckusm npo-
mok - 800-kunomempoBusm npoxog MeXkgy asu-
amckus mamepuk u ocmpoB Cymampa, koumo B8
HaUu-msaCcHOMO Cu McmMO € wupok no-manko om 3
km, u npe3 koumo muHaBa Hag egHa nema om us-
Aama cBemoBHa movpeoBus? Kumau, Ha kozomo
ce naga AvBckusm nau om masu mbpzoBus, om-
gaBHa ce mpeBoku om mo3u Bonpoc. B kumau-
ckama noaumuka moBa ce Hapuua "gunemama
Manaka", no uspasa Ha Xy [l3uHmao, npegwecm-
BeHuka Ha Cu OsuHnuH. Tokmo masu guaema be
B ocHoBama Ha HawymsAaama uHuuuamuBa "EguH
nosic, eguH nbm", ueAswa ga cvdgage cyxonbmHa
anmepHamuBa Ha yazBumume mopcku nbmuwia.

BHywumeneH obem moBapu npemuHaBa npes bo-
xauckus npomok, Ho mol cu e u3usiA0 Nog KoH-
mpoaa Ha NekuH u He ce cmama 3a "wudka". He
maka cmosm obaue Hewama npu TauBaHckus
npomok, koumo omgeAns egHOuMeHHus ocmpoB
om koHmuHeHmaneH Kumau. [Hoave 180 km u
wupok 126 km B Hau-mscHama cu yacm, moBa
e Hau-HamoBapeHusm mopcku nbm Ha nAaHema-
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ma. pe3 MuHanama 2oguHa no Hez2o ca npeBo-
3eHu cmoku 3a 2.51 mpuAuoHa goaapa, 19 nomu
noBeue om uenaus BpymeH BbmpeweH npogykm
Ha Boazapus. ToBa BkalouBa u 90% om Bcuuku
MukpouunoBe B cBema - egHa om Hau-geAu-
kamHume u knlouoBu cmoku, kakmo nokaszaxa
nocaegHume 20guHu. MogobHo e noAaoXkeHuemo
¢ Kopeuckus npoauB, koumo geau Kopeuckus no-
AyocmpoB om AnoHus.

TbKMO MNKPOUYUMNOBETE npegu Hskonko 2o-
guHu gokasaxa, ve "wuuka" 8 ukoHomukama moxke
ga ce noAy4u, U 6e3 ga ce cbagaBam 2eozpadcku
brokagu. Kbcoznegomo peweHue Ha 2oAneMume
kopnopauuu - Hau-Beue aBmomoBuAHU - ga npe-
pasanegam gozoBopume 3a gocmaBka Ha yuno-
Be B8 HeusBecmHocmma Ha Covid 6bp30 cb3gage
geduuum, caeg kamo nasapom ce Bb3cmaHoBu
om HegomucAeHume AokgayHu. Bnpouem camu-
me aBmomobuAHU npou3Bogumenu He 3azybuxa
om moBa: npuHygumeAHume nay3u 8 npousBog-
cmBomo goBegoxa go movpceHe, uyBcmBumenHo
HagBuwaBawo npegaazaHemo, u um no3BoAuxa
ga yBeauuam ueHume ¢ memno, koemo gocma
usnpeBapBawe uHpAauusma. Bce nak wemama
om kpusama ¢ yunoBeme ce usyucasBa Ha 11 go
13 MuAuoHa Henpou3BegeHu aBmomobuna. [OHec
Beska no-3Hauuma uHgycmpus e 2omoBa ga ce
Bb3non3Ba om Bcsko nomeHuuanHo "3anywBaHe",
3a ga cneueAu noBeue.

TauBaHckusm ge dakmo moHonoa Bopxy mukpo-
yunoBeme (90% om cBemoBHomo npou3Bog-
cmBo) cbwo e nomeHuuanHa ukoHomuuecka
"wudka", kakmo u momaAHama gomuHauus Ha
HugepaaHgckama ASML B8 o6opygBaHemo 3a
npou3BogcmBo Ha uunoBe. Kumau gopku noumu
usuano koHmpoaa Bbpxy gobuBa uau npepabom-
kama (uau u gBeme), Ha Hag gy3uHa kpumuuHu
cypoBuHu, Hayeao ¢ Aumus u pegkume 3emHu
enemMeHmu.

Bucokume mexHoAo2uu obaue He ca 3agbaku-
meAHa Heobxogumocm, 3a ga umMame 3anywBaHe
Ha gocmaBku u ueau uHgycmpuu. JocmambuHa
e BpemeHHa kpusa B npousBogcmBomo Ha cea-

ckocmonatcku npogykm kamo kakaomo Hanpu-
Mep: usaama konocanHa uHgycmpus, 6asupana
Ha He2o, pasvuma 3a gocmaBkume cu ocHoBHO
Ha gBe a¢pukaHcku gopkaBu: Kom g'WBoap u
laHa. B nocaegHume 2oguHu obaue HebuBasume
gbXkgoBe noHwkuxa npogykuusma mam ¢ 40 Ha
cmo - u yBeauyuxa ueHume Ha kakaomo uyemupu
nbmu.

CPABHUTEAHO HOBA (U BCE MO-3ACTPA-
LUWTEAHA) wutka ca u nogBogHume ¢ubpo-
onmuuHu kabeau. Mo max npemuHaBam 99% om
MeXkgyHapogHusi uHmepHem mpaduk - Bkalouu-
meAHO U enekmpoHHU ¢uHaHcoBu mpax3akuyuu
3a 10 mpuauoHa gonapa Bceku geH. [Mpegum-
cmBama Ha kabeaume um npeg cameAumume
B opbuma ca 6e3bpou, HO me ca u gocma no-
ysa3Bumu. Cnopeg nocAegHU gaHHu, no mopcko-
mo goHO Beue ca nonoXkyHu Hag 1.4 munuoHa
kunomempa makuBa kabeau - 35 nbmu konkomo
obukonkama Ha 3emama npu EkBamopa. Oxpa-
Hama um wewe ga e cAokHa 3agaya, gopu u ga
He Aexkaxa nog cmomuuu Mempu Boga (uau gopu
nog xuasgu mempu - 8 AnoHckama naguHa Hskou
kabeau ce cnyckam Ha 8 km nog mopckama no-
BopxHocm). Mpu moBa puckoBeme He BkalouBam
camo noBpedkgaHemo um, a u nogcaywBaHemo.
Om pascekpemeHume om Egyapg CHoygbH go-
kymeHmu Hayuuxmve, Ye amepukaHcku u Gpuman-
cku pa3y3zHaBamenHu azeHuuu ca ce "3akauanu"
koM 2onemu  MeXKgyHapogHU  $ubpoonmuuHu
kabenu, 3a ga gobuBam uHdopmauus. B nocaeg-
HUME 20gUHU UMa gocma CboBWIeHUS 32 CbMHU-
meAHU nosiBu Ha cneuuanHo obopygBaHu kopabu
UAU nogBogHuuu - buao kumaucku, bunao pycku -
6AuU30 go kalouoBa nogBogHa UHdpacmpykmypa.
Eauzabem Bpoy gopu npeBopHa masu mema 8
ueHmbp Ha Hal-HoBama cu kHuza, "BouHa nog
Mopemama", kosmo we usne3e om neyam mosu
okmomBpu. Taka ue kakBamo u ga e pa3Bpb3ka-
ma om cezawHama kpusa ¢ Opmyskusi npomok,
mokeme ga cme cugypHu: moBa Hsama ga e no-
cAegHusim nom, B koumo cBemoBHama ukoHomu-
ka e cmucHama 3a gywama. ll



THE THROAT
OF THE WORLD

The vulnerable choke pints of the global economy are no longer merely
geographical—and the threats facing them are becoming increasingly serious.

hese are tough times for photogra-

phers and videographers. A humble

512GB microSD card—sold for €30 a

year ago—jumped to €60 this March,
and today you can buy one for €135, provided
you can find one at all. There are two reasons
for this: competition from Al investors, who
are monopolizing an ever-larger share of flash
memory production, and the partial blockage
of the Strait of Hormuz. This waterway typically
channels not only oil and gas but also one-third
of the global supply of sulfur—a key ingredient
in the essential chemicals used to manufac-
ture microchips. Rising sulfur and energy costs
are inevitably being passed on to the end cus-
tomers of companies like Samsung, SanDisk
(Western Digital), and Kioxia.

OF COURSE, THE WORLD ISN'T GOING TO
END because memory cards have become
more expensive. Yet, this specific case aptly
illustrates the massive shift that has occurred

Texkvk mpaduk -8 Manakckus npomok
Heavy traffic in the Strait of Malacca

By PETAR YONCHEV / Photography iSTOCK

in the global economy since the turn of the
century. So-called "choke points"—economic
bottlenecks where a single squeeze can trig-
ger a global crisis—have always existed. Bul-
garia knows this perfectly well: all the country's
misfortunes over the last century and a half
have been linked to the constant maneuver-
ing among great powers for control over the
notorious Straits (the Bosphorus and the Dar-
danelles). Yet, until now, these "chokepoints"
were almost exclusively geographical. In the
new reality of the information society and glob-
al trade, vulnerabilities now extend far beyond
control over a specific strait, road, or mountain
pass. In the 21st century, economic "choke-
points" can take the form of undersea cables,
the production capacity of a Taiwanese factory
or a Chinese refinery, or even access codes to
international financial systems.

NONE OF THIS IMPLIES, HOWEVER, that
geography has lost its significance. Quite the

opposite—at least regarding maritime straits.
The importance of the Strait of Malacca, the
Bosphorus, and the Suez Canal is greater to-
day than ever before. Two epochal shifts—one
in the 1960s and another at the turn of the
new century—have dramatically increased the
importance of maritime trade.

The first was the introduction of standardized
shipping containers—an invention of the US
military during World War |l, adapted for civilian
use by Keith Tantlinger and Malcom McLean in
1955. Their widespread adoption over the fol-
lowing decade vastly accelerated cargo han-
dling speeds at ports and sharply reduced the
cost of maritime transport.

The second major shift was the rise of China
as the "factory of the world." Until the 1980s,
oil and other liquid fuels and commodities
accounted for the bulk of maritime shipping.
Output from Chinese factories changed this
dynamic. While oil's share of total seaborne

September 2026
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trade exceeded 30% in the 1990s, it had fall-
en below 18% by 2023. At the same time, the
sheer volume of goods transported surged dra-
matically—from around 3 billion tonnes in the
early 1980s to 13 billion tonnes in 2024. That
amounts to 1.56 tonnes for every person on the
planet. A disruption to even a small fraction of
that 13 billion tonnes could trigger a domino
effect, toppling industry after industry due to
the shortage of a seemingly insignificant com-
ponent.

THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ—WHICH IS A
MERE 33 KM wide at its narrowest point be-
tween Iran and Oman—is a classic example of
a vulnerable economic bottleneck. One-quar-
ter of all seaborne oil and gas trade passes
through this strait. It also handles a significant
portion of extracted sulfur, one-third of fertiliz-
ers, and about one-third of global helium pro-
duction. Hormuz is also critical for supplies of
aluminum, methanol, and half a dozen other
important raw materials. Yet, it is far from be-
ing the most pivotal maritime route. The Suez
Canal—which caused such tension when the
"Ever Given" became wedged there in 2021
(resulting in losses of $9 billion for each of the
six days the canal remained closed, according
to Lloyd's estimates)—ranks even lower, not to
mention the Panama Canal.

BUT WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF, for some rea-
son, the Strait of Malacca were closed? This
800-kilometer passage between the Asian
mainland and the island of Sumatra—less than
3 km wide at its narrowest point—carries over
one-fifth of all global trade. China, which ac-
counts for the lion's share of this trade, has long
been concerned about this issue. In Chinese
policy, this is known as the "Malacca Dilemma,"
a term coined by Hu Jintao, Xi Jinping's prede-
cessor. It was precisely this dilemma that lay at
the heart of the high-profile "Belt and Road Ini-
tiative," which aims to create a land-based al-
ternative to vulnerable maritime routes. A mas-
sive volume of cargo passes through the Bohai
Strait, but it is entirely under Beijing's control
and is not considered a "chokepoint." The situ-
ation is different, however, regarding the Taiwan
Strait, which separates the island of the same
name from mainland China. 126 km wide at its
narrowest point, it is the busiest shipping lane
on the planet. Last year, goods worth $2.51 tril-
lion—19 times Bulgaria's entire Gross Domes-
tic Product—were transported through it. This
includes 90% of the world's microchips—one
of the most sensitive and critical commodities,
as recent years have demonstrated. A similar
situation applies to the Korea Strait, which sep-
arates the Korean Peninsula from Japan.

IT WAS MICROCHIPS THAT DEMONSTRATED
a few years ago that an economic bottleneck
could arise even without geographic block-
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Underwater fiber-optic cables represent
another relatively new—and increasingly
alarming—bottleneck. They carry 99 percent
of international internet traffic, including
electronic financial transactions worth

$10 trillion daily

ades. The short-sighted decision by major
corporations—particularly  automakers—to
revise chip supply contracts amidst the un-
certainty of the Covid era quickly created a
shortage once the market recovered from
ill-conceived lockdowns. Ironically, automak-
ers themselves did not lose out: forced pro-
duction pauses led to demand significantly
outstripping supply, allowing them to raise
prices at a rate that far outpaced inflation.
Nevertheless, the damage from the chip cri-
sis is estimated at 11 to 13 million unpro-
duced vehicles. Today, every major industry
is poised to exploit any potential "clog" to
boost its profits.

TAIWAN’S DE FACTO MONOPOLY on micro-
chips (accounting for 90% of global production)
represents another potential economic bottle-
neck, as does the total dominance of the Dutch
company ASML in chip manufacturing equip-
ment. China holds near-total control over the
extraction or processing (or both) of more than
a dozen critical raw materials, led by lithium
and rare earth elements.

However, high-tech sectors are not the only
areas where supply chain blockages can para-
lyze entire industries. A temporary crisis in the
production of an agricultural commodity—such
as cocoa—is all it takes to disrupt a massive
industry; the entire sector relies for its sup-
plies primarily on just two African nations: Cote
d'lvoire and Ghana. In recent years, however,
unprecedented rainfall has slashed production

there by 40 percent, causing cocoa prices to
quadruple.

UNDERWATER FIBER-OPTIC CABLES repre-
sent another relatively new—and increasingly
alarming—bottleneck. They carry 99 percent of
international internet traffic, including electronic
financial transactions worth $10 trillion daily.
While these cables offer countless advantages
over orbiting satellites, they are also far more
vulnerable. Recent data indicates that over 1.4
million kilometers of such cables have been laid
across the ocean floor—a distance 35 times the
Earth's circumference at the Equator. Protecting
them would be a complex task even if they did not
lie beneath hundreds—or even thousands—of
meters of water (in the Japan Trench, some ca-
bles descend as deep as 8 kilometers below the
sea surface). Moreover, the risks extend beyond
mere physical damage to include eavesdropping;
documents declassified by Edward Snowden re-
vealed that US and British intelligence agencies
have tapped into major international fiber-optic
cables to intercept information. In recent years,
there have been numerous reports of the sus-
picious presence of specially equipped ships
or submarines—whether Chinese or Russian—
near critical undersea infrastructure. Elisabeth
Braw has even made this subject the focus of
her latest book, *War Beneath the Waves*, due
out this October. So, whatever the outcome of
the current crisis in the Strait of Hormuz, one
thing is certain: this will not be the last time the
global economy finds itself held by the throat. l



XERF: THOBATUBHWAT NoAxXo4 KbM
NOAMAALABAHETO

TexHonoz2uama, kosmo npomeHs npaBuaama Ha HeonepamuBHomo nogmaagaBaHe - om Hollywood go
cvBpemeHHama ecmemuyHa MeguuuHa BbB BapHa - Ecmemuk kayb - Aa3epHa u gepmamonozuyHa kauHuka

Ecmemuk kayd — AasepHa u gepmamonozuyHa
knuHuka - BapHa uma npuBuaezusma ga e egHa
om mankomo usbpaHu Bogewu kauHuku 8 cmpa-
Hama u eguHcmBeHa B uamouHa Boazapus, kos-
mo npegocmaBs npouegypa XERF Ha cBoume na-
uueHmu. XERF e ekckaysuBHa mexHoAaoz2us om
HoBo nokoaeHue 3a HeuHBa3uBHO nogmaagsBaHe.
XERF ugBa om [OHa Kopes u CALL| — egHu om
Hal-guHamuyHUMe nasapu Ha ecmemuyHama
MeguuuHa — u 3a kpamko Bpeme ce npeBvpHa
8 egHa om Hau-komeHmupaHume npouegypu B8
cBema.
Mpe3 2026 2. XERF e omauueH om ELLE kamo
Best Skin-Tightening Treatment, a mexHonozus-
ma Beue npuBauua BHumaHuemo u Ha cBemoBHu
3HameHumocmu. Kum KapgawusH, s onpegens
kamo cBos HoBa Alobuma npouegypa, MpsaHka Yo-
npa u bkeHa OeBvH gemoHcmpupam B nybauu-
Homo npocmpaHcmBo cBosma XERF mepanus.
Nma pasnuka mexkgy moBa korkama ga us-
2nexkga no-2nagka u moBa ga nonayuu no-gobpa
cmpykmypHa onopa. VimeHHo Bbpxy masu pas-
Auka e cb3gageHa egHa om Hal-06cvXkgaHume
mexHono2uu 8 ecmemuyHama meguuyuHa 8 mo-
meHma — XERF.
XERF nogxoXkga koM npoueca Ha cmapeeHe
NO pasAuYeH HauuH.
TexHonozusma kombuHupa gBe MOHONOAAPHU
paguouecmomu B egHa npouegypa, koemo
no3BoasBa koHmpoaupaHo Bb3geucmBue Ha gBe
pa3AuuHU mbkaHHu HUBa — He camo B gepmama,
a u B8 no-goAbokume cmpykmypu, koumo yyacm-
Bam B onopama Ha koxkama.
Pesyamam - gepuHupaH AauueB koHmyp, no-sicHa
AUHUS Ha goAHama uenlocm, nogobpeHa nabm-
Hocm u ecmecmBeHo cms2aHe, koemo NpogbA-
»kaBa ga ce pa3BuBa u BB Bpememo.
XERF pabomu 6e3 bonka, 6e3 uaau, be3 Hapywa-
BaHe Ha koxkHama bapuepa u 6e3 BvbacmaHoBu-
meAeH nepuog.
Mpouegypama ce npoBexkga caeg uHguBugyanHa
koHcyamauus ¢ Aekap — gepmamonoz U ce UH-
mez2pupa ycnewHo B usrocmHama nepcoHaAu3u-
paHa npozpama 3a 3gpaBe u kpacoma.
B Ecmemuk kay6 - nasepHa u gepMamono2uy-
Ha kauHuka — BapHa, cregum pa3Bumuemo Ha
ecmemuyHama MeguuuHa He npocmo 3a ga
npegnazame Hau-HoBomo, a 3a ga usbupame
mexHoAO2UU, 3ag koumo cmosm sicHa MeguuuH-
cka aozuka, kauHuuHu npoyuBaHus, koHmpoa u
BbamoxkHocm 3a uHguBugyaneH nogxog.
Hue ce zpwkum 3a Bawemo 3gpaBe, kpacoma
u camouyBcmBue, kamo 3ana3Bame ecmecmGe-
HOmMO u3AbuBaHe u uHguBugyanHocm Ha Bceku
nauueHm.
Aesthetic Club, ep. BapHa,
yA. pecna Ne3, 088 70 70 907

@ HEBqu_B

AESTHETEC CLUB

| \

AERF

TEXHOAQTMATA. KOATO
MNPOMEHA NPABIAAATA
HA HEOMEPATMBHOTO NOOMAAOABAHE

a, A-p Auura Muxaiinoea
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HAI-CTAPATA BIIPA B
CBETA E OT... NIPOBAANA

Boazapus BuHazu ce e cnaBena kamo Bu-
Hapcka cmpaHa. Ho ceza apxeono3u ca Ha
nom ga gokakam, yue mouHo myk e cBapena
nvpBama 6upa B8 uoBewkama ucmopus.

Paskpumuemo e HanpaBeHo B8 npaucmo-
puueckomo ceauwe ConHuuama kpau
MpoBagus, 8 ocmaHkume om gByemadkHa
kbvwa, gamupaHa okono 4500 2oguHa npegu
Xpucma. MexXgy gBa kepamuuHu cvga,
apxeoAno3ume Hauveno ¢ akagemuk Bacua
HukonoB ca omkpuau uszopeaume ocmanku
om hweHuua, 3a kosmo uma HegBycmucae-
HU 3Hauu, Ye e buna HakucHama BvB Boga

- nbpBa cmovnka kbm npouszBogcmBomo Ha
6upeH maau. Ocmankume ca buau 3axayne-
HU nog kepamuuHume cbvgoBe u ca oueneau,
kozamo camama kbvwa e buaa yHuwoXkeHa
npu noxkap. Cnopeg HukonoB, ankoxonHama
Hanumka e 6una npousBexkgaHa 3a 0bpegHu
UeAu.

Hau-cmapama usBecmHa go MomeHma bupa
om euemuk e omkpuma B8 naaHuHume 3azpoc
B gHeweH WpaH, u e gamupaHa mexkgy 3500
u 3100 2oguHa npegu Xpucma. Hau-gpeBHa-
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ma nucmeHa peuenma 3a bupa ce Hamupa B8
gpeBHu wymepcku mekcmoBe omnpegu 3900
20guHu. HeomgaGBHa B V3paen apxeonosu
omkpuxa caegu om npou3zBogcmBomo Ha
ankoxoA Ha basama Ha euemMuk, gamupaHu
omnpegu ueAu 13 000 2oguHu, Ho 8 mo3u
cAyyal cmaBa gyma no-ckopo 3a Hewo kamo
kawa, a He 3a bupa.

Mweruuama ce HakucBa, 3a ga nokbaHe -
npouec, npu koimo Huwecmemo B8 Hes ce
npeBpbwa B no-npocmu 3axapu u no3BonsBa
depmeHmauus.

Cenuwemo ConHuuama kpau MpoBagus e
cb3gageHo Hakoge okono 5600 2oguHa npegu
Xpucma u e npouvpmsaBano yak go 4350
2oguHa np. Xpucma, kozamo Hau-B8eposmHo
€ YHUWOXXEHO NPU CUAHO 3eMempeceHue.

B ocHoBama Ha BAaazocbecmosHuemo my ca
BuAu Bozamume Ha coA u3Bopu B8 okoaHocm-
ma. Ceauwemo e umano gByemarkHu u moxke
6u gopu mpuemaxkHu kowu, kakmo u gebena
HAKoAkO Mempa 3awumHa cmeHa - eguH om
nbpBume npumepu 3a nogobHa dopmuduka-
uus uzobwo B8 EBpona. M

THE WORLD'S
OLDEST BEER
COMES FROM...
PROVADIYA

Bulgaria has long been renowned as a wine-
producing country. Now, however, archaeologists
are on the verge of proving that the very first beer
in human history was brewed right here.

The discovery was made at the prehistoric settle-
ment of Solnitsata, near Provadiya, within the ruins
of a two-story house dating back to around 4500
BC. Between two ceramic vessels, a team led by
Academician Vasil Nikolov discovered charred
wheat remains showing clear signs of having been
soaked in water—the initial step in producing beer
malt. These remains were preserved beneath

the ceramic vessels, having survived the fire that
destroyed the house itself. According to Nikolov,
the alcoholic beverage was produced for ritual
purposes.

The oldest barley beer discovered to date was
found in the Zagros Mountains of modern-day
Iran and dates back to between 3500 and 3100
BC. The earliest written recipe for beer appears

in ancient Sumerian texts from 3,900 years ago.
Archaeologists in Israel recently uncovered traces
of barley-based alcohol production dating back as
far as 13,000 years; however, that find appears to
have been a type of mash rather than beer. Wheat
is soaked to induce sprouting—a process that
converts the starch within the grain into simpler
sugars, thereby enabling fermentation.

The settlement of Solnitsata, near Provadiya, was
established around 5600 BC and flourished until
4350 BC, when it was most likely destroyed by a
powerful earthquake. Its prosperity was rooted in
the area's salt-rich springs. The settlement fea-
tured two-story—and possibly even three-story—
houses, as well as a defensive wall several meters
thick, representing one of the earliest examples of
such fortification in Europe. ll

®Oomozpadus MPOBAOVA-COAHULIATA | Photography PROVADIA-SOLNITSATA



MOXEM AN A NPOMEHIAM HAYIAHA,
N0 KOWTO OCTAPABAME?

[-p PauHa CmosiHoBa 3a MmeguuuHama Ha gbA20AEMUEMO
u 2onamama meXkgyHapogHa koHdepeHuusa 8 Codus.

A-p CmosHoBa, 3awo Bcuu-
ku u3BegHv)k 20B8opam 3a c{__) AT
goAazonemue? BT LONGEVITY
HagsBam ce ga He e nopeg- L
Hama moga. (Cmee ce.) 3ag
MogepHama gyma ,,Aog>keBu-
mu“* cmou eguH cmap Bo-
npoc: kak ga ocmaHem 3gpa-
Bu, akmuBHu u AlobonumHu
kom >kuBoma  Bv3morkHO
Hal-gbAa20. Haykama Beue
3Hae MHo20 noBeue kak ga
noBAusem Ha mo3u npouec
- U mouHo 3amoBa opzaHu-
3upame koHdpepeHuus.

Om 6 go 8 HoemBpu 2026 2.
B8 I'paHg xomen MuneHuym
Codus cv3gaBame gBe na- Mbcaayya)
paAeAHu cvbumus. EgHomo ':L_,':'.:-,' _'."_:_'"._.'.":;:_T::.:'.Ii.l_':.::',:::.:T.::.r:"".""'
e MeguuuHcka koHdepeHuus

3a nekapu, gpyzomo - ,[dbA-
2onemue 3a Bceku“, omBo-
peHo 3a Bcuuku. [OBe npo-
2pamu, gBe pezucmpauuu,
egHa obwa uen - noBeue
3gpaBu 2oguHu >kuBom.

SOFIA

2026

E'l::,.'l,ﬁl]li:"['(} Ha 3JAPAaBETO
H 1BJTIOJIETHETO
uasa B Codpun

T AL, BT CHIN A 1 ST MECTO

6 - 8 pnoemupn 2026
o Grand Hotel Millennium Saofia

50+

MEEAYHAPOAHA

KakBo we ce cayuBa Ha
meguuuHckama koHdpepeH-
yua?

OpezaHusupame s 3aegHO C
Boazapckama acouuauus
no Buonozus Ha cmapeeHe- )
mo - BABO, a akagemuuHu L
napmHbopu ca XXeHeBckusm
koneXk no Haykume 3a gbA-
2onemuemo u KapoAuHckus

MES Y HAPOCLHLA

METHIHHCEA
(2? ROHDEPEHILRH

51 Wi i M

TR

FrdHA TR A

MHcmumym om  LUBeuus.

: ) PEFMCTRMPAI CE 34
Hag 50 aekmopu - Bbazap 4 VHAPORHATA
cku u mexkgyHapogHu - we MEANLIMHCKA

20Bopsm 3a MemaboAusbMm,
cbpue, Mo3bk, CbH, XOpMO-
HU, XpaHeHe U paHHa guaz-
Hocmuka. Cpeg 2ocmume ca
g-p Pocuo Canac-YeunaoH om Hio Mopk, npod. Fogdpu Mpeu om Maa-
ma u Bogewu bbazapcku umeHa kamo akag. Avuesap TpaukoB, npoo.
3gpaBko KameHoB u npod. NBo MempoB. Mpod. Teogopa OopaeHcka,
gou. AnekcaHgop LLluHkoB u MHo20 gpyau.

KOHPEPEHLWA {e?

Nma u cneyuaneH momeHm ¢ kHuzama ,,6e3TEFTAOBHOCM*?

[a, u mHo20 ce BvaHyBame! ABmopbm e g-p Pocuo Canac-YeUavH - om
Bogewume cneuuaAucmu no 3amavcmsBaHe u mepanuume ¢ GLP-1/
GIP. Bvazapckomo usgaHue usausa cvBmecmHo ¢ usgameacmBo ,LLap”
u we bbge npegcmaBeHo 3a nbpBu Nbm mMoOuHO Ha koHpepeHuusima.
Focmume we mo2am ga s kynam Ha msacmo, ga ce cpewHam ¢ aBmop-
kama u ga noayuam AuyeH aBmozpad.

| |GCLSﬂ / BABA * BIOHACKING

LIFE SUMMIT

IETHCTY NP EK T

A ,,qQonzonemue 3a Bceku“?
Tyk He ce usuckBa meguuuH-
cka gunanoma - camo >keaa-
Hue ga ce uyBcmBaw gobpe
no-gvazo. Llle 2o0B8opum pas-
bupaemMo 3a XpaHeHe, CbH,
XOPMOHU, cmpec U gobaBku.
Llle uma u cneuuaAHu 30HU
3a npeXuBsBaHe - ceameH-
MEH aHaAu3 Ha MAAOMoO, Ae-
geHu BaHu, uHdpauepBeHu
NaHeAu, Aa2pu mpeHupoBku.
MNMoHskoza gecem MuHymu
AUYHO npexuBsBaHe momu-
Bupam noBeue om gecem
Aekuuu.

LLle yuacmBam u no3Hamu
Auua?

Oa - Mapus CunBecmuvp, Ma-
pus WaueBa, Kpacumup ba-
AvkoB, MopgaH MoBueB, Huku
KoHueB u gpyau, koumo we
ocmaHam usHeHaga. Te He
ca Aekapu u mouHo 3amoBa
ca UeHHU 3a masu yacm om
cvbumuemo - »kuBo gokasa-
meAcmBo, Ye mAAOMOo NOMHU
HauuHa, no koumo cme ce
omHacsaau kbm Hezo. 3gpalBu-
me 20guHuU He ce noAyyaBam
Cc peuenma, u3szpakgam ce
Bceku geH.

iy TPARILAHCKA
‘o & | KOHGEPEHLLIA
'.‘ ROH®EPEHLL

1.,-|......-..'. ¥
=) mmpcT il

MPIBCHIEA AbNTOnETHE TEAHCRCTHA
HH HA HBOT MR PASHMTHE

_/9 .‘.L'}f. A kakBo we noayuu Aeka-
pam ocBeH gBa gHu Aek-
uuu?

PETUCTPUPAR CE 34 He uckam ga cu mpoveHe
FPAM(OAHCHKATA

KOHBEPEHUMWA caMO C NbAHa YaHma mMame-
™ puaau. Vckam ga cu mpboe-
LE T He ¢ uges kakBo moke ga
HanpaBu owe B noHegeAHuk
cympuH - kak nocmeneHHO
ga BvBege nepcoHanusupaH npeBaHmuBeH nogxog 8 npakmukama cu.

1 3awo mpa6Ba ga golge uoBek, kolimo ueme moBa uHmepBio?
3awomo Bcuuku umame naaHoBe 3a bvgewemo - caegBawomo nomy-
BaHe, caegBawus npoekm. Ho psagko ce numame: B8 kakBo msino uckam
ga nocpewHa moBa 6vgewe? He obewaBame 6escmopmue. Ho Moxkem
ga Hayuum kak Ha 60, 70 uau 80 2oguHu ga umame 3gpaBo cbpue, iceH
yM U eHepaus. He npocmo ga go6aBum 2oguHu kbm >kuBoma. A ga go-
6aBum >kuBom kom 2oguHume.

Mecmama ca ogpaHuyeHu, a pegucmpauusma 3a g8eme cbbumus Beue
e omBopeHa - nbAHama npozpama e Ha cauma Ha Bvazapckama Ao-
gkeBumu Acouuauus.




AI BAAOHBT E
MO-TOASIM OT
OYAKBAHOTO,
I HIE CE CIIYKA
MO-CKOPO




uHaHcoBusm 6anoH, HagyBaH

okono maka HapeueHus Ws-

kycmBeH uHmenekm (Al), e He

caMo no-20AiM, omkoAkomo
nogo3upame, HO u we ce cnyka no-ckopo om
ouakBaHusma - moxke 6u owe gozoguHa. Mo-
gobHU mBvpgeHus ca uskasBaAu Hau-pasAuy-
HU HabAlogameAu npe3 nocAegHume Meceuu,
HO ce2a gymume ugBam om npocAoBymus
MaukovA Bopu, nbpBoobpasa Ha 2eposi B cne-
uenunus "Ockap" The Big Short.

BbPU, KOFrOTO CAMUAT YOPbH Bb®ET
HAPEYE "KACAHAOPA" 3apagu mHO20mO My
moyYHU npoz2Ho3u, B koumo Hukou He BspBa,
6e cpeg nbpBume ekcnepmu, ycemuAu ug-
Banemo Ha gbazoBama kpusa npe3 2008.
Ceza mou e yBepeH, ue kamacmpoda ¢ owe
no-2oAeMu Mawabu ce 3agaBa okoao bacHo-
cnoBHume uHBecmuuuu B Al. B nocaegHus cu
Hloanembp B Substack, Bbpu 0658u, ye kopu-
2upa BpemeBume pamku Ha HezamuBHama
Cu npo2Ho3a, u o4yakBa HezoBume no3uuuu,
3anazawu Ha cnykBaHe Ha Al banoHa, ga ce
usnAamsam owe ugHama 20guHa UAu, B Hal-
onmumMucmuyHusi cueHapul, npe3 2028. Bo-
npocHume no3uuuu npegBuwkgam cpuB npu
Hakou om Hau-gpbmMkume umeHa Ha Al Byma,
Haueno ¢ Nvidia, Palantir, Micron, Nebius,
Oracle, Caterpillar, u usnocmrus Nasdaqg 100.

CMOPEAQ BbPU Al TMTAHTUTE 3AEMAT
MAPU c HapacmBawo memno, 3a ga cmpo-
am HoBu ueHmpoBe 3a gaHHU - uHBecmuuuu,
koumo Hama kak ga ce uanaamsm. MNpu moBa
Hukou Beue He moXke ga oBaagee npoueca.
"Ako uHBecmuuuume cnpam UAU HamaAesm,
UusAOMO Hewo we ce pasnagHe", nuwe bbpu.
[onbAHUMeEAeH puck 3a npoueca ca u pacms-
wume AuxBu.

B3ETU 3AEAHO, AMOEPUTE B8 paspabom-
BaHemo Ha u3kycmBeH uHmeaekm naaHupam
uHBecmuuuu om Hag 7 mpuAuoHa goaapa B
cnegBawume 2oguHu, 0ocHOBHO B HOBu u3vuc-
AUMEAHU ueHmpoBe u eHep2ulHo 3axpaHBaHe
3a max. Cnopeg Bopu obauve noBeuemo 2u-
2aHmu B8 momeHma u3non3Bam BceBbamork-
Hu cuemoBogHu mpukoBe, 3a ga npukpusm
peaAnHus pasmep Ha pasxogume u gbA2a Cu.
Mpouymusm xegXk poHg MeHugkvbp cmama, ye
me3u "ckpumu" pasxogu gocmuzam wokupa-
Wwomo YucAO om 3 mpUAUOHa goAapa - me-
>kecm, gocmambyHa ga maacHe koM paspyxa
ugaama 2anobanHa ukoHomuka.

MHOIro YeCTO HAMNPUMEP Al TMFAHTU-
TE MOAMWUCBAT mBvbpgu cnopa3ymeHus
3a H6bgew, gbA20CPOYEH HaemM Ha cmpos-
wu ce B momeHma gama ueHmpoBe - He-
omkAoHUM ¢uHaHcoB aHzakumeHm, koumo
obaue He onoBecmsBam B 6araHcume cu.
CmouHocmma Ha makuBa gozoBopu e noHe
1.2 mpuauoHa gonapa, paskpuBa bBopu,
kamo mMuHumym 857 muauapga om msax ca
6e3 BvamorkHocm 3a npekpamsBaHe. Ycno-
pegHo, 2onemume Al komnaHuu umam no-
emu aHzakumeHmu 3a 6bgewu nokynku Ha
obopygBaHe u cypoBuHu Ha cmouHocm 1.5
MPUAUOHa goAapa, koumo cbwo He mo2am
ga 6bbgam aHyAupaHu u koumo He ce Bkalou-
Bam BbB duHaHcoBume omuemu 3aceza. U
no gBeme nepa ce 3abeas3Ba yckopsBaHe
Ha ckalouBaHemo Ha HoBu gozoBopu, maka
ue go 2028 ckpumusam goA2 Ha cekmopa we
HagxBvpAau 5 mpuAuoHa goaapa, npegBuxk-
ga "KacaHgpa om Yoacmpuum". "Heka cu
NPUNOMHUM, Ye npe3 nocAegHama 20guHa
obwume npuxogu Ha nemme 20AeMU ca no-
manko om 400 muauapga goaapa', noguep-
maBa Bovpu. "ToBa e 2apzaHmloaHcku obAao2

Bopxy zapzaHmloaHcku pacmexX", gonvaBa
mou, no aHaAnozus ¢ BeaukaHa om mBopbu-
me Ha QpaHcoa Pabae.

BCE NO-KATEFOPUYHUTE NMPOrHO3U 3A
CMYKBAHE HA Al BAAOHA BbpBsm noBeue
om 2oguHa. MoepBomo cepuo3Ho npegynpex-
geHue gouge B Hauanomo Ha 2025 c geblo-
ma Ha kumauckus DeepSeek, paspabomeH
HecpaBHumo no-eBmuHo om amepukaHcku-
me cu aHaAo3u, HO CbC cpaBHumMu cnocob-
Hocmu. ToBa camo 3a geH uampu okoao 600
MuAuapga goaapa om nasapHama kanuma-
Ausauus Ha Nvidia. Mo-kbcHo, npe3 okmom-
Bpu MuHanama 2oguHa, gougoxa paskpumu-
Ama, ye bacHocAoBHUME napuyHu nomouu
okono amepukaHckume Al zuzaHmu Bcobuwi-
Hocm ce gbakam Hau-Beue Ha kpbz2oBu uH-
Becmuuuu nomeXkgy um: Nvidia uHBecmupa
100 muauapga gonapa B OpenAl, 8 3amsaHa
OpenAl kynyBa uunoBe om Nvidia; OpenAl
Braza 300 muauapga B Oracle, koumo Ha
cBou peg Baaza B Nvidia; OpenAl uHBecmu-
pa B8 CoreWave, kosmo kynyBa uunoBe om
Nvidia, Nvidia Ha cBou peg kynyBa gsanoBe
om CoreWave u npeHacouyBa yacm om npu-
Xogume cu om Hes obpamHo koM OpenAl, u
maka Hamambk.

KOAOCAAHUTE YUCAA, BbPTALLU CE B Al
CEKTOPA, HanocAegvk gopu cnpsixa ga npa-
Bam BneuamaeHue. Ho egHa cbnocmaBka c
MUHaAomo 6bp3o we Bu gage peanHa npeg-
cmaBa 3a Hewama. Camo "ckpumusm" goa2
Ha 2onavama Al nemopka, paskpum om Bopu,
e Ha cmouHocm 3 mpuAuoHa. Obwama cmou-
Hocm Ha Aowume unomeku, paskpumu npes
2008 u omkalouuAu noumu gecemuAemue Ha
2nobanHu duHaHcoBu cbmpeceHus, 6e egBa
1.3 mpuAuoHa gonapa. M
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THE Al BUBBLE

IS BIGGER THAN
EXPECTED AND WILL
BURST SOONER

This prediction comes from Michael Burry,

the The Big Short prophet

he financial bubble inflating around
so-called Atrtificial Intelligence (Al)
is not only larger than we suspect
but is also set to burst sooner than
anticipated—possibly as early as next year.
While various observers have made similar
claims in recent months, these latest words
come from the notorious Michael Burry—the
real-life figure behind the character in the
Oscar-winning film *The Big Short*.

BURRY—WHOM WARREN BUFFETT HIM-
SELF DUBBED "CASSANDRA" due to his
many accurate yet initially disbelieved predic-
tions—was among the first experts to foresee
the 2008 debt crisis. Now, he is convinced that
a catastrophe of even greater magnitude is
looming around the massive investments pour-
ing into Al. In his latest Substack newsletters,
Burry announced that he is adjusting the time-
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line for his bearish forecast, expecting his posi-
tions betting on the bursting of the Al bubble to
pay off as early as next year or—in the most
optimistic scenario—by 2028. These positions
anticipate a collapse among some of the big-
gest names of the Al boom—Ied by Nvidia, Pal-
antir, Micron, Nebius, Oracle, and Caterpillar—
as well as the Nasdaq 100 index as a whole.

ACCORDING TO BURRY, Al GIANTS ARE
BORROWING MONEY at an accelerating rate
to build new data centers—investments that
cannot possibly pay off. Moreover, the pro-
cess is now beyond anyone's control. "If in-
vestments stop or slow down, the whole thing
will fall apart," Burry writes. Rising interest
rates pose an additional risk to the situation.

COLLECTIVELY, THE LEADERS in Al develop-
ment plan to invest over $7 trillion in the com-

ing years, primarily in new computing centers
and the power infrastructure to support them.
However, Burry believes that most of these
giants are currently employing various ac-
counting tricks to mask the true scale of their
spending and debt. The renowned hedge fund
manager estimates that these "hidden" costs
amount to a staggering $3 trillion—a bur-
den heavy enough to push the entire global
economy toward ruin. For instance, Al giants
frequently sign firm agreements for the future
long-term lease of data centers currently un-
der construction—binding financial commit-
ments that are not, however, disclosed on their
balance sheets. The value of such contracts
totals at least $1.2 trillion, Burry reveals, with
a minimum of $857 billion being non-cancel-
lable. Concurrently, major Al companies have
committed to future purchases of equipment
and raw materials worth $1.5 trillion; these
commitments are also irrevocable and cur-
rently excluded from financial statements. The
pace of new contract signings is accelerating
in both categories, leading the "Cassandra of
Wall Street" to predict that the sector's hidden
debt will exceed $5 trillion by 2028. "Let us re-
call that over the past year, the combined rev-
enue of the 'Big Five' was less than $400 bil-
lion," Burry emphasizes. "This is a gargantuan
bet on gargantuan growth," he adds, alluding to
the giant from the works of Frangois Rabelais.

PREDICTIONS REGARDING THE BURSTING
OF THE Al BUBBLE HAVE BEEN CIRCULAT-
ING for over a year. The first serious warn-
ing arrived in early 2025 with the debut of
China’s DeepSeek—developed at a fraction
of the cost of its American counterparts yet
boasting comparable capabilities. In a single
day, this development wiped approximately
$600 billion off Nvidia’s market capitaliza-
tion. Later, in October of last year, revelations
emerged that the staggering financial flows
surrounding US Al giants were actually driven
largely by circular investments among them:
Nvidia invested $100 billion in OpenAl, and
in return, OpenAl bought chips from Nvidia;
OpenAl poured $300 billion into Oracle, which
in turn invested in Nvidia; OpenAl invested in
CoreWeave, which bought chips from Nvidia,
while Nvidia bought a stake in CoreWeave
and funneled a portion of the revenue from
that deal back to OpenAl—and so on.

THE COLOSSAL FIGURES CIRCULATING IN
THE Al SECTOR HAVE RECENTLYy ceased to
even make an impression. Yet, a comparison
with the past quickly puts things into perspec-
tive. The "hidden" debt of the "Big Five" Al
companies alone—as revealed by Burry—
amounts to $3 trillion. In contrast, the total
value of the bad mortgages exposed in 2008,
which triggered nearly a decade of global fi-
nancial turmoil, was a mere $1.3 trillion. ll



BbAELLETO HA
3SACTPAXOBAHETO

BuHazu c Bac!

YnpaBaaBaume Bawume 3acmpaxoBku AeCHO u cugypHo
OHAaUH, koezamo u kbgemo Bu e ygobHo.

® Cv3gaume kanuenmcku npodun
MoAyueme 6vp3 u AeceH gocmoun go Bcuuku Bawu 3acmpaxoBku. Caegeme oHAaUH Bawume noAuuu, cpokoBe
u BakHa uHdpopmauus, 6e3 usAuwHoO 2ybeHe Ha Bpeme.

e 3aBegeme wema Ha MIC
Beue He e Heobxogumo ga nocewaBame ueHMbpP 3a peasucmpauus Ha wemu
Ha komnaHusma. NMogatume Heobxogumama uHdpopmauusa u ynpaBasBaume npoueca OHAAUH.

e Cknaloueme 3acmpaxoBka ,,llomow, npu nomyBaHe B8 uy>k6uHa“
M36epeme nogxogawomo 3a Bac nokpumue, ckaloueme noAauuama oHAauH B8 HakoAko cmbnku
u nomyBaume cnokoUHo, He3aBucumo om gecmuHauusma.

3a noBeue uHdpopmMayus nocememe UHMepHeM cmpaHuuama Ha komnaHusma www.armeec.bg
UAU ce obageme Ha HauuoHaAHUs HU menedoH 0700 1 39 39.




pewkama Ha eguH 2eHUl 0bbpka npegcmaBama Hu 3a BumamuHume 3a noAoBuH Bek Hanpeg

ugBaHemo Ha eceHma u 2punHus
Cce30H, Ha gHeBeH peg omHoBo u3-
Ausa Bvnpoc, npegu3BukBan moa-
koBa cnopoBe npe3 2oguHume:
uma Au Hykga 4voBek ga nue cuHmesupaHu
BumamuHu? Om egHama cmpaHa ca dapma-
ueBmuyHume (u nceBgodpapmaueBmuuyHume)
komnaHuu, npousBexkgawu xuasgu BugoBe
XpaHumeAHu gobaBku 3a ykpenBaHe Ha op-
2aHusma. Om gpyeama cmpaHa ca Hemanko
YyUYEHU U Meguuu, hoguepmaHo ckenmuuHu 3a
noAszama om BbnpocHume gobaBku.

NCTOPUATA HA TO3UN CMNOP Bogu Bcouw-
HOCM gO eguH Oom Hau-20AeMUHME Y4YeHU Ha
XX Bek: NauHobc MoAuH2. Beue nonoBuH Bek
€gHO NO2pewHo Npo3peHue Ha mo3u UHaue
be3cnopeH 2eHull 0b6bpkBa npegcmaBama Hu
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3a BumamuHume u Hu kapa ga ce Alowkawme
om egHa kpauHocm B8 gpyaa, om Bbamopyke-
HO npekansBaHe go APOCMHO U NLAHO OMpuU-
yaHe.

B UCTOPUATA HA U3MbAHEHUA C HAYU-
HWN PEBOAIOLIN XX Bek uma camo wena
¢dueypu om mawaba Ha lMoAuHz — Hocumea
Ha HobenoBa Hazpaga 3a xumus 3apagu nu-
oHepckama cu paboma no npupogama Ha
xumuyHume Bpb3ku (kakmo paskasBa [loa
Odum B egHa cmamus 3a The Atlantic, ko-
2amo ce 3ano3HaA C mo3u mpyg, AUHwaUH
nokaamun 2naBa: ,ToBa e mBvpge cAaoxkHO
3a MeH“). Om MoAuHz mpb2Haxa ueAu obaa-
cmu Ha Haykama, kamo kBaHmoBama xumus
u monekyaspHama 6uonozus. YomcoH u Kpuk
cmonuxa Bbpxy HezoBu paspabomku, 3a ga

paszagasm cmpykmypama Ha OHK. OcBeH
Bcuuko MoauHz 6e u cumBoAa Ha BucokoH-
paBcmBeHus yueH — mou omkasa ga pabomu
Bvopxy amoMHama 6omba, onbAYU Ce Ha 3A0-
Bewus ceHamop Makkapmu, 6e 8 ocHoBama
Ha gozoBopa 3a 3abpaHa Ha sgpeHume onu-
mu (koemo My goHece owe egHa HobenaoBa
Hazpaga — 3a mup).

HO EAHA 3AOMOAYYHA OUKCUAEA go
20AMa cmeneH 3auvepkHa usymumenHume
My nocmukeHus: mBvbpgama ybegeHocm Ha
MoAuHz B HeBeposmHama AeuebHa cuaa Ha
BumamuHume. Ta 3anouBa om egHo 6e3zo-
6ugHo nucmo go HobenoBus Aaypeam om
He20B8 koneza xumuk, koumo 20 cvBemBa
ga npuema no 3000 muAuzpama BumamuH
C gHeBHO (nemgecem nbmu Hag HopmMama),



3a ga ce npegna3u om Hacmurku. MoAune
3anouBa ga ekcnepumenmupa, uyBcmBa ce
Bce no-gobpe, Hakpas Bguza gosama go 18
000 muauegpama Ha geH. Nuwe kHu2a 3a noa-
3ume om BumamuH C, kosmo ce npeBpvuwa
B 2nobaneH becmcenvp u kapa usiano noko-
AGHUE ga ce mbnye C aMnyAu U xanyema.
NMocmeneHHo 3anouBam ga ce nosBsBam
pesyamamume om KkAuHUuHU u3cAegBaHus,
cnopeg koemo edpekmom om cBpovxgo3ume
BumamuH C e MmaAbk uau gopu HezabeaeXkum.
Ho MoAuHz e mBbpgo ybegeH B npaBomama
Cu U ce kbAHe, ue e nobegua HacmuHkume.
Kozamo ce nosBsBa Ha nybAauuHU Mecma c
mevauw, Hoc u kawauua, yBepsaBa, ue cmpa-
ga om anepausi. B cowomo Bpeme HeymMopHO
pa3wupsBa obxBama Ha BvAwebHOMO cpeg-
cmBo — cnopeg HoBume My omkpumus Buma-
MuH C HamaasiBa cmbpmHocmma npu pak, a
pegoBHama ynompeba Ha 20AemMu go3u MoXke
ga ygboaku npogoakumeaHocmma Ha >kuBo-
ma go Hag 100-110 2oguHu! Hakpas AauHvc
MoauHe 3akalouBa, ue kombuHauusma om C
¢ gpyau BumamuHu (A, E, 6ema kapomuH) u
ceneH e yHuBepcanHo cpegcmBo, nekyBawo
noumu Bcska nosHama Ha uyoBeuecmBomo
6onecm. Time nomecmBa moBa Ha kopuua-
ma cu u 6posm e bykBaaHo pa3zzpabeH. Qap-
maueBmuuHume komnaHuu mpeckaBo cmpo-
am ¢abpuku 3a cuHmemuuHu BumamuHu u
XpaHumeAHu gobaBku.

MOCTEMEHHO OBAYE HeymoAnumume pe-
3yAmamu om KAUHUYHUME u3numaHus 3anou-
Bam ga nogkonaBam eHmycua3ma. Mo Huwo
He Auvu cBpbxgo3ume BumamuHu ga yckops-
Bam neueHuemo Ha paka uau Ha kosmo u ga
e om gpyaume mexku 6orecmu. Tokmo 06-
pamHomo — npu Hakou nauueHmu BcowHocm
me BaowaBam obwomo cbecmosiHue. Om Ha-
yanomo Ha 90-me go 2011 2oguHa ce Hampy-
naxa nAaHuHU om Bugumo y6egumenHu goka-
3amencmBa cpewy meopusima Ha lNoauHz. U,
kakmo obukHoBeHo ce cAyuBa npu moakoBa
CUAEH HauaAeH eHmycua3bM, me maacHaxa
obwecmBeHomo mHeHue B gpyzama kpau-
Hocm. Cnopeg MHO3uHa gHec BumamuHume
u gobaBkume ca U3MUWAbOMUHA, NopbyaHa
om ¢dapmaueBmuyHume 2u2aHmu, 3a ga um
HOCU MUAUapPgHU nevabu.

Ho ucmuHama, kakmo gokasa cepuo3Hama
Hayka, e Hakbge no cpegama. CBpbxgo3u-
me u 3aoynompebama ¢ BumaMuHu U Mu-
HepaAu HaucmuHa HaHacsm noBeue Bpega,
O0mKOAKOMO noOA3a; HO U Hegocmu2bm um
B opzaHusama cbwo uma kpauHo Henpusm-
Hu nocAaegcmBusi. BumamuH C Hanpumep e
XkusHeHoHeobxogum kamo aHmuokcugaHm u
kodakmop npu noHe ocem eH3umHuU peakuuu.
PasymHusm nogxog e ga omkpueme 6anaH-
ca: moecm ga cu HabaBame Bcuuku Buma-
MuHU B HopmaAHume gHeBHU HopMu — be3 ga
npekansBame, Ho u 6e3 ga nponyckame. l

THE PILL OF
OUR DISCONTENT

A genius’s mistake skewed our understanding

of vitamins for half a century

By KALIN NIKOLOV / Photography iSTOCK

With the arrival of autumn and flu season,
a question that has sparked much debate
over the years is back on the agenda: do
we really need to take synthetic vitamins?
On one side stand the pharmaceutical
(and pseudo-pharmaceutical) companies
producing thousands of types of dietary
supplements designed to boost the body’s
health. On the other are numerous scien-
tists and medical professionals who remain
deeply skeptical about the benefits of
these supplements.

The story behind this debate actually leads
back to one of the 20th century’s greatest
scientists: Linus Pauling. For half a century,
a single flawed insight from this otherwise
undisputed genius has distorted our per-
ception of vitamins, causing us to swing
between extremes—from enthusiastic over-
use to fierce, outright rejection.

THE HISTORY OF THE SCIENTIFIC REV-
OLUTION-FILLED 20" century knows only
a handful of figures on the scale of Paul-
ing — Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry due
to his pioneering work on the nature of the
chemical bond (as Paul Offit stated in an
article for The Atlantic, when he acquainted
himself with this work, Einstein shook his
head: “It was too complicated for me.”)
Pauling paved the way for whole fields of
science, such as quantum chemistry and
molecular biology. Watson and Crick based
their work on his developments, trying to
unravel the structure of DNA. Apart from
everything else, Pauling was also a symbol
of a highly moral scientist — he refused

to work on the atomic bomb, confronted
the sinister Senator McCarthy, was at the
basis of the nuclear test ban treaty (which
brought him yet another Nobel Prize — for
Peace).

BUT AN UNFORTUNATE OBSESSION
largely obliterated his amazing achieve-
ments: Pauling’s firm conviction of the
incredible healing power of vitamins.

AauHve MoAunz
Linus Pauling

It started with a harmless letter to the No-
bel laureate from a fellow chemist, who
advised him to take 3,000 mg of vitamin C
per day (fifty times the daily allowance) to
prevent colds. Pauling started experiment-
ing, felt better and better, in the end raising
the dose to 18,000 mg per day. He wrote a
book about the benefits of vitamin C which
became a global bestseller and made an
entire generation stuff itself with ampoules
and pills. Gradually the results of clinical
trials started to appear, according to which
the effect of overdoses of vitamin C is
small and even negligible. But Pauling was
firmly convinced that he was right, swear-
ing that he had overcome the colds. When
he appeared in public places with a runny
nose and cough, he claimed he was suffer-
ing from an allergy. At the same time, he
tirelessly expanded the range of the magic
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XPAHIA CPELLY HACTWHKA
FOOD FOR WINTER

Ipupogama MoXe ga ocuzypu Hai-gobpama 3auiuma cpe-
wy BbpAyBawume npes CMygeHUme Meceuu npocmygu u
2punoBe. A Couwo U Had-BKycHama.

bBIA. Te cogopkam gBe 0CHOBHU 0pbXKus Cpewly HacmuH-
ka — cener u bema 2nlokaH. CeaeHbm nomaca Ha beaume
kpbBHU meaua ga ce bopam ¢ Bupycume, a 6ema 2alokarbm
3acUABa UMyHHama cucmema.

YAIN. Mem yawiu YepeH UAU 3eAeH Yall Ha geH Mozam ga
HanpaBAm uMyHHama cucmema Yemupu MbMu NO-CUAHA.
'AaBHama npuyuHa e Cogopkallusam ce B He20 MaHUH.

KIICEAO MAAKO. XpaHocmuAameAHama cucmema e cpeg
Hal-8akHume Cblo3HUUU HA UMyHHama cucmema. Hai-go-
6pama ,noggpbkka“ 3a Hea ca npobuomuuume 8 kuceaomo
MAAKO.

CTPUAIN. Llunkom e MHO20 BaxkeH 3a UMyHHamMa cucmema
—moii akmuBupa 6eaume kpbBHU meAua, koumo amakyBam
Bpakeckume 6akmepuu u Bupycu. B cpegHo 2oadma cmpu-
ga ce cbgbpka uAAomo Heobxogumo gHeBHO koauuecmBo.

YEPBEHI YYLLKW. Mogo6Ho Ha uumpycume, me ca 60-
2amu Ha BumamuH C. EgHa yepBeHa uywka cogbpka 150
MUAUZpama - noBeye om Hy)kHama gHeBHa goaa.

MOPKOBU 11 KAPTO@W. Bozamu Ha bema kapomuH, Koii-
mo B opzaHu3ma ce npeBpblua Bb8 BumamuH A u ycuaBa
UMyHHama cucmema.

CAbHYOTAEQ0BO CEME. Cemkume ca egud om Had-go-
Bpume ecmecmBeHU U3MOYHULU Ha BumamuH E, ocobeHo
BakeH 32 6eaume gpo6oBe.

OBECEHI AAKI. bozamu Ha 6ema
2nlokaH, kolmo yBeauvaBa
cbnpomuBumeAHama
CUAQ Ha Op2aHu3Ma.

XPAHUTEAHN
JOBABKN.
B egHa
banaHcu-
paHa guema
Mozam  ga
ce Cobgopkam
Bcuyku Heobxo-
gumu  BumamuHu
U MuHepaAu. B cbBpe-
MeHHOMO Hu eXkegHeBue

0baye 4Yecmo e MpygHo ga A
noggopxkame. Tabremkume mozam ga
komnexcupam xpaxume, go koumo Hamame gocmbn
8 MomeHma.
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Nature can provide the best protection against colds
and flu raging in the winter months. As well as the
most tasty one.

MUSHROOMS. They contain two main weapons
against colds — selenium and beta-glucan. Seleni-
um helps the white blood cells to fight viruses, and
beta-glucan strengthens the immune system.

TEA. Five cups of black or green tea a day can make
the immune system four times stronger. The main
reason is the tannin it contains.

YOGHURT. The digestive system is one of the most
important allies of the immune system.

The best “support” for it is the probiotics contained
in yoghurt.

OYSTERS. Zinc is very important for the immune
system — it activates the red blood cells which at-
tack enemy bacteria and viruses. A medium-sized
oyster contains all the needed daily amounts.

RED PEPPERS. Like citrus fruits, they are rich in
vitamin C. One red pepper contains 150 mg — more
than the required daily dose.

CARROTS AND POTATOES. Rich in beta-carotene,
which in the body is converted into vitamin A and
strengthens the immune system.

SUNFLOWER SEEDS. The seeds are one of the best
natural sources of vitamin E, particularly important
for the lungs.

OAT FLAKES. Rich in beta-
glucan, which increases
the body’s resist-
ance to infections.

DIETARY SUPPLE-
MENTS. A balanced
diet can contain all
the necessary vita-
mins and min-
erals. In our
modern life,
however, it is
often difficult
to  maintain.
Pills can com-
pensate foods
when they are
not available.

Many believe
today that
vitamins and
supplements are
a concoction
commissioned

by the
pharmaceutical
giants to net them
billions of profits

tool — according to his latest discoveries,
vitamin C decreased mortality in cancer,
and the regular intake of large doses could
prolong life expectancy to over 100-110
years! In the end Linus Pauling concluded
that the combination of vitamin C with oth-
er vitamins (A, E, beta carotene) and sele-
nium was a universal tool curing almost any
disease known to mankind. Time magazine
carried this on its cover and the issue was
instantly snatched up. Pharmaceutical
companies feverishly built factories for the
production of synthetic vitamins and dietary
supplements.

GRADUALLY HOWEVER the inexorable
results of clinical trials began to undermine
the enthusiasm. There is nothing to prove
that overdoses of vitamins speed up the
treatment of cancer or any other grave
disease. On the contrary — in some cases
they actually worsen the general condi-
tion of patients. Since the early 1990s

until 2011 heaps of apparently convincing
evidence against Pauling’s theory piled up.
And, as usually happens in the case of
such strong initial enthusiasm, they pushed
public opinion to the other extreme. Many
believe today that vitamins and supple-
ments are a concoction commissioned by
the pharmaceutical giants to net them bil-
lions of profits.

But the truth, as serious science has prov-
en, lies exactly in the middle. Overdoses
and the abuse of vitamins and minerals do
indeed do more harm than good, but their
deficiency in the body has extremely nega-
tive consequences. Vitamin C, for example,
is vitally necessary as an antioxidant and
co-factor in at least eight enzyme reac-
tions. The sensible approach is to find a
balance: i.e. to supply all vitamins in the
normal daily doses — without overdoing it,
but also without missing them. ll



N-P AHTEA PAEB: ,,CbBPEMEHHUTE TEXHOAOT A
HIN N03BOAABAT C MWHWMAAHA HAMECA OA
MOCTUIHEM MAKCWIMAAEH PE3YATAT"

O-p PageB, kasBame, ye mexHorO2UUME He
npocmo npoMeHAM MeguuuHama u pabomama
Ha Aekapume, a uanama ¢dunodocusa Ha Aeve-
Hue — kak?

Ma, getcmBumeAHo mexHoAOZUUME HE NPOCMO
npoMeHuxa UHcmpymeHmume, ¢ koumo pab6o-
muMm - me npomeHuxa pagukaAHO nogxoga u
camama ¢dunocodus Ha AeueHue. pe3 nocaeg-
HUMe 20gUHU Ce HaAoKu M.Hap MUHUMAaAHOUH-
Ba3uBeH nogxog, ocHOBaH Ha MeguuuHama Ha
gokazamencmBama. Ako npegu ce MuchAewe
kak nauueHmbm ga 6bge onepupaH, gHec Beue
MucAaum kak ga 20 usaekyBame 6e3 onepauus u
C MuHumaneH guckompopm. Om ¢dokyc ocHoB-
Ho Bopxy Boarecmma npeMuHaxme kom ¢pokyc u
Bbpxy no-6bp3omo BvacmaHoBsBaHe, komdop-
ma u kayecmBomo Ha >kuBom Ha nauueHma.
Bucokume mexHonozuu HU no3BoAuxa ga bbgem
egHOBpeMEHHO NO-NPeuU3HU U ho-wagswu, 6e3
ga mpaBmupame U3AUWHO NauueHma.

Bue cme cneuuanausupaH Bvb8 BeHo3Hama Mme-
guuuHa. Bpowaiku neHmama Hasag npegu 15-
20 2oguHu, kakBo ce npomeHu?

Pa3aukama e ozpomHa. Mpegu 20 20guHuU AeueHue-
mo Ha paswupeHu BeHu o3HauaBawe onepauus,
paspesu, weBoBe, 0be306pazaBawu GeAe3u U goA-
20 Bv3cmaHoBsBaHe. MauueHmume ugBaxa cbc
cmpax, 3auomo 3Haexa, ye 2u ovakBa Hew,o mex-
ko. Hec cme B cvBcem pasauuHa enoxa — baazo-
gapeHue Ha cbBpemeHHUMe Memogu 3a AeveHue
MoXeM ga nocmu2HeM MHO20 No-gobpu pesyama-
mu 6e3 xupypauvecka Hameca. Mpouegypume ce
u3BvpwBam ambyramopHo u 6e3 Heobxogumocm
om bBoaHuueH npecmou. KasaHo Hakpamko -
NpuU AeYeHUemo Ha pas3wupeHu BeHu npeMuHaxvie
om cmapama xupypaus koM BucokomexHoao2uuHa
U npeuusHa MeguuuHa, npu kosmo Bb3cmaHoBsBa-
Hemo u kauecmBomo Ha >kuBom ca cbwo monkoBa
BakHu, konkomo u camusm AeuebeH peayamam.

KakBo mokeme ga npaBume no-go6pe ceza?
KakBo npegu He moxkewe ga ce npaBu, Ho Beue
moxke?

NHec moxkem ga HanpaBum Hewa, koumo npegu
3Byyaxa HemucAumo. YcnsBame € MuHumanHa
HamMeca ga nocmuzHem MakCUuMaAeH pe3yA-
mam, mbU kamo pa3noAazame ¢ mexHoAO2UU U
ekcnepmusa, baazogapeHue Ha koumo moXkem
ga nekyBame yBpegeHu BeHu 3a no-manko om
yac - be3 onepauus U camo ¢ MecmHa ynouka.
BaazogapeHue Ha kombuHauusma om AasepHu
u yampa3BykoBu mexHonozuu, kakmo u Ha go-
b6aBeHama peanHocm Bcuuko ce u3BvpwBa ¢
MHO20 20AsMa NPeuU3HOCM U MuHUMaAneH puck
om ycAoXkHeHus, koemo B8 MuHaromo He bewe
maka.

O6ukHOBeHO xogum Ha Aekap cbc cmpax u
npumecHeHue — HoBume mexHonoz2uu gaBam
AU noBeue cu2ypHocm?

MpumecHeHueMo u cmpaxom om Heu3BecmHo-
mo B HakakBa cmeneH BuHazu 2u uma, HO 3a MeH
eguH om Hau-ygoBaemBopsBawume MomeHmMuU e
kozamo cAeg AeueHUEeMO nauueHmume Hu € ygu-
BAeHue nonumam: ,Ama moBa Au bewe?“. [Hec
mexHoAo2uume gaBam cugypHocm, HO UCMUH-
ckomo goBepue He ugBa camo om mMawuHume —
mo ugBa u om yoBewkomo omHoweHue. Te umam
owle NO-20AM CMUCbA camo kozamo 3ag msx
cmou u yoBeuHocm. VimeHHo kombBuHauusma om
gBeme npomeHs npexkuBsBaHemo Ha nauueHma —
om cmpax kem cnokoucmBue, om Hecuz2ypHocm
kom yBepeHocm u kompopm.

Mpouecbm Ha Bb3cmaHoBaBaHe u ecmemuka-
ma cowlo ca BakHu — o6pbuwia AU ce BHUMaHue
Ha moBa?

C .| Berosen
clinic | A3EPEH
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[a, abconlomHo. B cuBpemeHHama MeguuuHa
Beue He e gocmamvuHo Npocmo ga uaaekyBaw
nauueHma — BaxkHo e ga 06bpHem BHuUMaHue u
Ha moBa kak ce uyBcmBa, kak usanexkga caeg
npoBegeHomo AeueHue u koako Bbp3o ce Bpbwa
koM HOpMaAHUSi cu HavuH Ha >kuBom. Mpu Hawu-
me nauueHmu Bb3cmaHoBsBaHemo e uskalouu-
menHo kpamko. BsapBam, ue MogepHOmMo AeueHue
mps6Ba ga ocmaBs He
camo 3gpaBo msno, Ho

u gobpo camouyBcm- E =
Bue u kauecmBo Ha

*uBom. MauueHmobm

mps6Ba ga cu mpvaBa E

He camo 6e3 bonka, a

u ¢ yBepeHocm u cno- E
koucmBue.




SATAEAHI

B 3BE3JANTE
STARING AT THE STARS

Boazapcka cHumka 6e cpeg HazpageHume B eguH om Hal-npecmukHume
domozpadcku konkypeu Ha naaHemama: ZWO Astronomy Photographer,
opzaHusupax om Kpaackume my3eu 8 lpuryuy. HagnpeBapama, Beue 8 18-ama

CU 20QUHa, kaacupa omozpaduume Ha acmpoHomuyecka memamuka 8 Hakoako
kamezopuu - om cHumku Ha HowHOMO Hebe go kagpu, 3acHemu ¢ Hal-MogepHUMe
meAeckonu.

A Bulgarian photograph was among the winners in one of the world's most prestigious
photography competitions: the ZWQ Astronomy Photographer of the Year, organized
by the Royal Museums Greenwich. Now in its 18th year, the contest ranks astronomy-
themed photographs across several categories—ranging from images of the night sky
to shots captured with state-of-the-art telescopes.

Bbazapckusm npuHoc: mo3u kagop Ha PagocaaB CBupeuoB om
McaaHgus cneveau Hazpagama B kamezopus "ABpopa”
The Crown by Radoslav Sviretsov, Aurorae cathegory winner
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Tuxusm xuwHuk om AAu AroBaugAau, HOCUMEA Ha 20AMama Hazpaga.
MveasBuHama Akyaa (LDN 1235) B8 cv3Besguemo Liedeu

The Quiet Predator by Ali Alobaidly, overall winner. The Shark Nebula
(LDN 1235) in the constellation Cepheus



ranakmukama Com6pepo (M104), om Mampuk Burkaep
M104: Pure Elegance by Patrick Winkler

3BeagHama nbmeka Ha BomcBaHa, om CmedaHo MeaezpuHu
Botswana Star Trail by Stefano Pellegrini

September 2026 | 71



BeneuuaHcka nepaa Bopxy
AyHama, om NMemp Xopanek

CavHuemo: AkmuBeH patoH 4122,
om Muzen Knapo

The Sun: Active Region 4122 by
Miguel Claro

Venusian Pearl on the Moon by
Petr Horalek

CamypHoBo paBHogeHcmBue, om Tom Yuasmc

- Saturnian Equinox by Tom Williams

NGC 4753: CumdpoHus om npax 8
cv3Besguemo [eBa, om CuHpaH Au
NGC 4753: A Symphony of Dust Lanes in
Virgo by Xinran Li

ABpopa mexgy gBa koHmuHeHma, om Qua Xaanop
Aurora Between Two Continents by Phil Halper
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The Celestial Gate, by
Yoshiki Abe

Ab6en 85 - ocmaHkume om cBpbxHoBa 3Be3ga
8 Kacuones, om Cegpuk Ymbep

Abell 85- an extremely diffuse supernova
remnant in the constellation Cassiopeia by
C dric Humbert

Kocmuuecku kaHboH, om Tom Peu

Cosmic Canyon by Tom Rae

N32peBbm Ha 3namHama
AyHa Hag Cuamba, om Eu
keu Cmagu

September 2026
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YacmuuHo cAbHUYeBo 3ambmMHeHue, om Ikeumc Mak6uum
Moody Partial Solar Eclipse, by James McBeath

LBN 777: LLlenomom Ha gpeBHus opeA, om [3sH By
LBN 777: Whispers of the Ancient Eagle, by Jiang Wu
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Komemama C/2025 A6 (Lemmon), om lOAueH ge BuHmep u AeHgbH Bbom
Comet C/2025 A6 (Lemmon), by Julien De Winter and Landon Boehm
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YyBam 3Beagume, om )ﬁ(oab.' :
MopganoB Cep_a/\eﬂ;'w' Lk
| Hear the Stars by Joao - =
Yordanov Serralheiro -

Kpamepom Mumazop Ha
AyHama, om Tom Yuasmc

Pythagoras Crater by
Tom Williams

Open om ceBepHo cusiHue, om [dkeHudovp Pogrkbpc

Eagle Aurora, by Jennifer Rogers Septemoer 2026 | 75



HoBomo Maserati Grecale e ¢ gBuzamea om cynepkoaa -
- u cbomBemcmBawu gusauH u ynpaBaeHue

mka B aB-

masu npu

ym SUV mogenu.

u BMW M, Mercedes
>orsche. Ho ako me
am 3a wodupa-

8 2amama - no cynepkonama MCPura. Taka ue
Grecale nonyyaBa HoBa dopma Ha cBemauHume,
HoBa pewemka u npecmunka, U U306WO €guH
gocma no-cnopmeH GpacoH.
Bmopama ueA Ha obHoBaBaHemo e ga gage Ha
Grecale, koemo u goceza buewe 2epmaHckume
cu koHkypeHmu kamo kauecmBo Ha uHmepuopa,
e mManko npegumcmBa B moBa omHoweHue.
moBa we nozoBopum cAaeg Man

ATA U HAIN-BAXK

Ha, Ye BCobwHOCM Mo3u aBmomMobuA e Ha egHa u
cbwa naamdopma ¢ Alfa Romeo Stelvio.

Camo no cebe cu, moBa He e Hew,o Aowo. Maam-

dopmama Giorgio, kosmo Hocu Giulia, Stelvio u, 8

ygbakeHus cu BapuaHm, moBa Grecale, e Bcow-

HoCcm Hau-gobpomo Hewo, cb3gaBaHo om Alfa

Romeo om 6Au3o nonoBuH Bek. Mpobaemvm e,

MogeAa cnogeAsixa U no-20-

ne cu. Kozamo cu

MomopHa go-

Ae2eHgapHa-

)>aBmoMOobUAU-

e a2 gBam

(Momozapadus MASERATI




: =3 P ety v " S
meAs Ha cynepaBmomobuA. /I mo Beue He camo ~ Mouw, ce HamecBa ycnopegHama cucmema 3a
BvB BopxoBomo HuBo Trofeo. - Bopum He 3a eanekmpomomopu, a 3a 6eH3uHOB pfaka' er nanBare.

HoBocmma myk e mexkguHHomo HuBo Modena uygoBuwia. A — ~ ToB &
V6, koemo Beue He pa3uuma Ha gByaumpoB
2amen, a Ha




npusimHo Ha makuBa nbmuwa cvc 3aBou kamo
Hawusi mecmoB mapwpym B8 CaoBeHus.
MpusamHa gobaBka koM cnopmHOmMo yceulaHe e
HoBusm wecmovabaeH BoaaH, koumo usznexkga
gobpe, ygobeH e u, BbB Bepcusma Trofeo, uma
gonbAHUMEAHa manuuepus om aakaHmapa.
Munyc Bce owe cu ocmaBam npeBkalouBame-
Aume Ha npegaBkume, koumo ca egHu cmpaH-
HU U Ha Bug, u kamo Aozuka 6ymoHu Bbpxy
ueHmpaaHama koHnsona. Mpu deucaupma noHe
npeguwHUMe CEeH30pHU BymOoHU ca 3aMeHeHU ¢
¢dusuuecku, om BucokokauecmBeH meman. Ho
Bce maka cu ocmaBam manko HeecmecmBeHu
3a nonsBaHe.

Om cueypeH uamouHuk obave 3Ham, ye B caeg-
Bawume mogeau u caegBawume nokoneHus Ha
Maserati, ma3u uges we usuesHe.

BAXXHA HOBOCT NP GRECALE e u egHa
HoBa cucmema, cb3gageHa ususno om Maserati
- kamo xapgyep u kamo copmyep - kosmo Ha
npakmuka koHmpoaupa abcoalomHo Bcuuku gu-
HamuuHu nokasameau: okauBaxe, ynpaBaeHue,
peakuuu Ha 2a3ma, 3agBwkBaHe Ha yemupume
konena. Cucmema, kosmo kopuzupa Hacmpou-
kume Ha Bceku 2 muaucekyHgu.

B peayamam, mpaguuuoHHo gobpomo kavecmBo
Ha Bo3eHe Ha Maserati e cmugHano go HoBu Bop-
xoBe. Oopu B cnopmeH pexkum, Trofeo Hama ga
Bu Hanyka emauAa Ha 3bbume uAu ga Bu pasbue
kambHume B Gbbpeuume. B cmaHgapmeH pe-
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>kum Bo3u komdpopmHo kamo 2epmancka Aumy-
3uHa. M B cowomo Bpeme 3ana3Ba yguBumenaHo
cuenneHue u npu no-pesku maHeBpu. LLacumo
€ uygecHo BanaHcupaHo u gaBa cbwomo yce-
waHe 3a Aekoma kamo Macan - makap koanama
ga He e Aeka B knacuueckus cmucba (HagxBop-
AMwa gBa moHa npu Hau-gobpe obopygBaHomo
Trofeo).

Maserati
Grecale Trofeo
530

k. c. makcumaAnHa MowHOCM
646 hp maximum power

620

Hm makcumaneH Bopmsaw, MoMeHmM
Nm maximum torque

3.8

cekyHgu 0-100 km/u
seconds 0-100 km/h

285

km/u makcumanaHa ckopocm
km/h maximum speed

TPETATA OBAACT, B KOATO kpocoyBbpbm
€ NOAYYUA gonbAHUMEAHa wAudoBka, e uH-
mepuopbm. Bbmpe we omkpueme no-2oAaMo
konuuecmBo ecmecmBenu u Bucokokauecm-
BeHu mamepuaau, omkoakomo umawe goce-
2a, koemo scHo noka3Ba, yue u 8 Maserati ca
YyCEMUAU MeHgeHuuume Ha nasapa u ¢akma,
ue kaueHmume Bce owe usuckBam kauecmBe-
Hama koxa, kauecmBeHus Meman, gobpe 06-
pabomeHume noBvpxHocmu. N Bce owe cmsa-
mam mbkmo moBa 3a eguH om Hal-Bugumume
npusHauu Ha eguH AykcoseH aBmomobua. Camo
mexHoAo2uume u camo koHckume cuau He ca
gocmambyHu.

HoBusm uacoBHuk e c enezaHmeH MemaneH
kopnyc u kpucmaneH kanak. Ayguocucmemama
om Sonus faber e cpeg Hau-gobpume Ha nazapa.
MyamumeguuHama cucmema e 6vp3a u ¢ xyba-
Ba zpaduka, eguHcmBeHama Hu 3abenexka be
kom manko HeagekBamHume Ha MomeHmu yka-
3aHus om HaBuzauusma. CmaHgapmHO noAyva-
Bame 6eakuuHo Apple CarPlay u Android Auto.
MN306wo Bcuuko myk cvagaBa mouHo moBa yce-
waHe 3a Aykc, koemo 6uxme ouakBaau om egHo
Maserati. 1 Bce nak, no-BakHomo ycewaHe e
gpyeao: oHoBa 3ag BoaaHa. He mucas, ue gopu B8
peguuume Ha AMG uau Ha M-nogeAaeHuemo Ha
BMW we Hamepume aBmomobua ¢ moakoBa gu-
pekmeH BoaaH u makoBa oueBugHo >kenaHue ga
6bge kapaH cnopmHo, ga 6vbge kapaH no 3aBou,
ga 6bvge kapaH ¢ pagocm. l
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WILD AT HEART

The new Maserati Grecale features a supercar engine—
and the design and handling to match

here is no fiercer battle in the au-

tomotive world than the one fought

among premium sports SUVs. It is an

arena where BMW M and Mercedes-
AMG lock horns—not to mention Porsche. Yet,
if you were to ask me which car in this im-
pressive group is the most enjoyable to drive, |
would point to this one without hesitation: the
Maserati Grecale, which is now receiving a ma-
jor facelift for the 2027 model year.

The timing is impeccable: the new Grecale
arrives just as Porsche has permanently
ceased production of the gasoline-powered
Macan; while BMW is not yet ready with the
new X3 M; and at a time when AMG offers
the top-tier GLC... as a hybrid with a two-litre
engine.

By KONSTANTIN TOMOV / Photography MASERATI

THIS FACELIFT SERVES several purposes.
The first is to align Maserati’s entire design
language with the brand’s flagship—the MC20
supercar. Consequently, the Grecale gets a
new headlight shape, a new grille and front
apron, and an altogether sportier stance. The
second goal of the update is to give the Gre-
cale—which already outperformed its German
rivals in interior quality—an even greater edge
in this regard. But more on that in a moment.

THE FINAL AND MOST IMPORTANT REASON
for this facelift is to resolve the Grecale’s big-
gest issue to date. It wasn't related to engi-
neering or design; it was purely psychological.
Naturally, the Grecale was already an excep-
tionally good-looking, highly comfortable, and
fantastic-to-drive car.

What held it back, however, were its somewhat
"proletarian” family ties. After all, it is no secret
that this vehicle shares the same platform as
the Alfa Romeo Stelvio.

In itself, that is not a bad thing. The Giorgio plat-
form—which underpins the Giulia, the Stelvio,
and, in its extended version, the Grecale—is ar-
guably the best thing Alfa Romeo has produced
in nearly half a century. The problem was that,
until now, the two models also shared most of
their engines. When you buy a car from ltaly’s
legendary "Motor Valley"—from a company in
the iconic ltalian supercar trio—you don't want
it powered by the same engine as an Alfa that
costs half as much.

Now, however, the Grecale is distancing itself
more noticeably from its cousin.
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ITS SUPERCAR-LIKE EXTERIOR is matched
by what lies beneath the surface, as this Gre-
cale also boasts a supercar engine—and not
just in the top-tier Trofeo trim.

The new addition here is the intermediate Mod-
ena V6 trim; it no longer relies on a 2.0-litre
engine but instead uses the same V6 Nettuno
found in the brand's supercars—albeit with out-
put reduced to 390 horsepower. That is, in fact,
more than enough for real-world driving.

The entry-level versions with the 2.0-litre en-
gine remain, offering 250, 300, or 330 horse-
power. The main reason for their survival is that
ltaly—naturally a key market for the brand—is
particularly sensitive to large engines when it
comes to taxation. Almost everywhere else, the
focus will be on the top-end versions: the new
390-hp Modena V6 and the 530-hp Trofeo. If
you crave even more power, you can opt for
the electric Grecale Folgore, which delivers
550 horsepower and promises a range of up
to 440 km on a single charge. But today, we
aren't talking about electric motors; we’re talk-
ing about gasoline-powered monsters.

THE V6 NETTUNO—DEVELOPED BY MA-
SERATI using Formula 1 technology, initially for
supercars like the MC20 and MC20 Cielo—is
arguably the most interesting internal combus-
tion engine to emerge in recent years. In terms
of both sound and dynamics, it fully matches—
if not surpasses—the legendary V8 engine Ma-
serati used in previous decades.

Here is a brief overview of the amazing tech-
nology that makes the Nettuno unique on the
market: the engine effectively features two
separate ignition systems. Traditional spark
plugs handle the job when fuel economy is the
priority. When full power is required, a parallel
pre-chamber ignition system kicks in.

This technology is nothing new; it has been
known in motorsport for years. However, Ma-
serati is the first—and so far the only—com-
pany to successfully adapt it for everyday, long-
term use, rather than for race cars designed to
last only a few thousand kilometres.

Having debuted six years ago in the MC20 su-
percar, this engine has already earned an ex-
cellent reputation for reliability.

HERE, IT IS PAIRED WITH ARGUABLY THE
BEST transmission available—ZF’s 8-speed
torque-converter automatic, which works won-
ders. Maserati engineers have slightly retuned
it to respond a touch faster than in previous
applications. This makes for a delightful driving
experience on the kind of winding roads found
on our test route in Slovenia.

A nice touch that enhances the sporty feel
is the new hexagonal steering wheel; it looks
great, feels comfortable, and—in the Trofeo
version—features Alcantara trim. A lingering
downside remains the gear selector—buttons
on the centre console that are peculiar in both
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appearance and logic. With the facelift, the
previous touch-sensitive buttons have at least
been replaced by physical ones made of high-
quality metal, yet they still feel somewhat un-
natural to use.

However, | know from a reliable source that this
concept will be abandoned in future Maserati
models and generations.

A KEY NEW FEATURE OF THE GRECALE is a
system developed entirely in-house by Masera-
ti—covering both hardware and software—that
effectively controls every dynamic parameter:
suspension, steering, throttle response, and all-
wheel drive. It is a system that adjusts settings
every two milliseconds.

As a result, Maserati’s traditionally excellent
ride quality has reached new heights. Even in
Sport mode, the Trofeo won't rattle your teeth
or break your kidney stones; in Standard mode,
it rides as comfortably as a German luxury se-
dan. Yet, it maintains remarkable grip during
sharp manoeuvres. The chassis is superbly
balanced, offering a sense of agility akin to
the Macan—even though the car isn't light in
the traditional sense (the fully equipped Trofeo
weighs over two tons).

The third area where the crossover has been

further refined is the interior. Inside, you will
find a greater abundance of natural, high-quali-
ty materials than before. This clearly shows that
Maserati has recognised market trends and
the fact that customers still demand premium
leather, high-quality metal, and finely finished
surfaces—viewing these as some of the most
visible hallmarks of a luxury vehicle. Technol-
ogy and horsepower alone are not enough.

THE NEW CLOCK FEATURES an elegant
metal housing and a crystal cover. The So-
nus faber audio system is among the best
on the market. The multimedia system is
responsive and features attractive graphics;
our only minor complaint concerned the navi-
gation prompts, which were occasionally a bit
imprecise. Wireless Apple CarPlay and An-
droid Auto come as standard. All in all, eve-
rything here creates the very sense of luxury
you would expect from a Maserati. Yet, the
most important sensation is the one felt be-
hind the wheel. | do not believe that even
within the ranks of AMG or BMW’s M division
you will find a car with such direct steering
and such an obvious eagerness to be driven
sportily—to be driven through corners, to be
driven with pure joy.
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KAACKA

OHYTE TPAXWHWTE // EgHa om Hau-uHmpu-
2yBawume MAagu nuaHucmku Ha cBemoBHama
cueHa we 2ocmyBa Ha Co¢ulckama ¢uaxap-
MoHusi npe3 okmomBpu. AumoBkama OHyme
pakuHume cBupu om 5-zoguwHa, yyeHuuka
e Ha npouymus npod. NepwaiH B8 BepauH, Ho-
cumen Ha MHokecmBo Hazpagu. B Codus ms
we usnbAHU koHuepmu 3a nuaHo om Pobepm
LWymaH u Kaapa LWymaH. OJupuzeHm Ha mo3u
koHuepm, kakmo u npu Buzumama Ha npouy-
mus yeacku 6ac-6apumoH BpuH Tepden Ha 18
okmomBpu, we e HaugeH TogopoB.

15 okmomBpu, 3ana bvazapus, Copus

~ L
MIO3VKDbA
MAMMA MIA! Miosukbabm Ha BeHu AHgepwoH
u BoopH YABeyc om ABBA ce npeBbpHa B 2no-
6anHa ceHsauus owe npegu ga BgoxHoBu egHo-
umeHHama xoAuBygcka npogykuus, u uMm goHece
Hag 4 munuapga eBpo npuxogu. Cnekmako-
Abm, BkalouBawi, gobpe no3Hamu xumoBe kamo
"Dancing Queen", "Knowing Me, Knowing You",
"Money, Money, Money" u "The Winner Takes It
All", e pexkucupan om lNMaameH KapmanoB. B po-
Aume ca Becena [JenueBa, Alogmuna KozapeBa,
Baagumup MuxainoB, AaekcaHgop MeopzueB u
gpyau.

19 u 20 okmomBpu, Cogus

Martin McDonagh

KNHO

IOVB KOH OEBET // Llapsam Ha cvBpemerHHama
uepHa komegus MapmuH MakgoHa ("B Bplox",
"Tpu 6unbopga u3BvH 2paga" u "BaHwume om
MHuwepuH") ce 3aBpbwa c HoB cloxkem B owe
no-HeouakBaHa aokauus - BenukgeHckus oc-
mpoB B Tuxus okeaH. icmopusima npocaegsBa
nomyBaHemo Ha gBama azeHmu Ha LIPY go He-
obukHoBeHuss ocmpoB, koemo nocmaBs Ha Bce
No-20AfIMO U3nuUMaHue U mbpneHuemo, u 3gpa-
Bus um pasym. B poaume we Bugume Cam Poky-
en, CmuB Bywemu, Tom Yeumc, Mapkop Moy3su

u gpyau.

B kuHama om 6 HoemBpu

CLASSICAL MUSIC

ONUTE GRAZINYTE // One of the most intrigu-
ing young pianists on the global stage will be
a guest artist with the Sofia Philharmonic in
October. Lithuanian-born Onuté Grazinyté has
been playing since the age of five; a student
of the renowned Prof. Gerstein in Berlin, she
is the recipient of numerous awards. In Sofia,
she will perform piano concertos by Robert
Schumann and Clara Schumann. The conduc-
tor for this concert—as well as for the visit of
the famous Welsh bass-baritone Bryn Terfel on
October 18—will be Nayden Todorov.

October 15, Bulgaria Hall, Sofia
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MUSICAL

MAMMA MIA! The musical by ABBA's Benny
Andersson and Bjérn Ulvaeus became a global
sensation even before inspiring the Hollywood
film of the same name, generating over €4 bil-
lion in revenue. Directed by Plamen Kartaloy,
the production features well-known hits such
as "Dancing Queen," "Knowing Me, Knowing
You," "Money, Money, Money," and "The Winner
Takes It All." The cast includes Vesela Delche-
va, Lyudmila Kozareva, Vladimir Mihaylov, Alek-
sandar Georgiey, and others.

October 19 and 20, Sofia

CINEMA

WILD HORSE NINE // Martin McDonagh—the
king of contemporary dark comedy ("In Bru-
ges", "Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Mis-
souri", and "The Banshees of Inisherin")—re-
turns with a new story set in an even more
unexpected location: Easter Island in the Pa-
cific Ocean. The story follows the journey of
two CIA agents to the extraordinary island—a
trip that increasingly tests both their patience
and their sanity. The cast features Sam Rock-
well, Steve Buscemi, Tom Waits, Parker Posey,
and others.

In theaters from November 6



POK

URIAH HEEP |/ EgHa om Hau-obuuvaHume pok
2pynu Ha 70-me Bce owe cbwecmByBa, makap
Oom Opu2uHaAHUs cbcmaB ga e OoueAsA eguH-
cmBeHo kumapucmvm Muk Bokc. KeH XeHcau,
OCHOBHUsM komno3umop u aBmop Ha Uriah
Heep, cmamawe cezawHama popmauusi no-cko-
po 3a mpublom 2pyna. Ho u maka ma we Bu
npunomHu Alobumu xumoBe kamo Lady in Black,
Easy Livin' u, ecmecmBeHo, ocobeHo nonyasp-
Hama B Bvazapus July Morning. CezawHomo
mypHe e 0698eH0 kamo "npowaAHo U nocaeg-
HO".

6 HoemBpu, Cogus, ApeHa 8888

KA

THE CINEMATIC ORCHESTRA // EgHu om Hau-
UHmMepecHume npegcmaBumeAu Ha 6GpumaH-
ckus nu jazz ugBam B cmoauuHus Sofia Live
Club. DkeucvH CyHckoy, OomuHuk Cmum u
konezume My umam HenoBmopum CmMuA, Cbye-
maBam gxka3 u knacuuecku gugkeucku noxBa-
mu. C yemupu cmyguuHu anbyma u g8a puamo-
Bu cayHgmpaka 3ag ebpba cu, The Cinematic
Orchestra HeCbMHEHO € cbbumuemo Ha Gba-
2apckama gxka3 cueHa npe3 okmomBpu.

11 okmomBpu, Cogus

KHUT I/

BbMPOC 7 /| ToBa e 12-ama nopeg kHuza Ha
Hocumena Ha Hazpagama Booker Puuapg QnaaHa-
2aH - U cnopeg MHO3uHCMBomo kpumuuu e Cbwo
Hau-gobpama. BvB "Bonpoc 7" aBcmpaautckusm
nucamen cmecBa memoapu, ucmopuyecka nposa
u xygokecmBeHa uamucauua B paskas, koumo ce
npocmupa om nomalHama pomaHmuyHa adepa
mexkgy Xopbbpm k. Yeac u Pebeka Yecm, go
CnoMeHUme Ha gsgo My om NpuHygumeAHus mpyg
kpal Xupowuma npe3 1945. Bbazapckusm npeBog
e Ha Hagexkga Po3oBa.

UzgamencmBo "Koaubpu"

ROCK

URIAH HEEP // One of the most beloved rock
bands of the 70s is still going, even though
guitarist Mick Box is the only remaining member
from the original lineup. Ken Hensley, Uriah
Heep’s principal songwriter and composer, once
regarded the current iteration as little more than
a tribute band. Nevertheless, they will remind
you of favorite hits such as "Lady in Black,"
"Easy Livin" and—naturally—"July Morning,"
a song particularly popular in Bulgaria. Their
current tour has been billed as a "farewell and
final" one.

November 6, Sofia, Arena 8888

JAZZ

THE CINEMATIC ORCHESTRA // Some of the
most compelling figures in British nu-jazz are
coming to Sofia Live Club. Jason Swinscoe, Dom-
inic Smith, and their bandmates possess a unique
style that blends jazz with classic DJ techniques.
With four studio albums and two film soundtracks
under their belts, The Cinematic Orchestra is
undoubtedly the highlight of the Bulgarian jazz
scene this October.

October 11, Sofia

BOOKS

QUESTION 7 /] This is the twelfth book by Booker
Prize winner Richard Flanagan—and, according
to most critics, his best. In *Question 7*, the Aus-
tralian author blends memoir, historical narrative,
and fiction into a story that spans everything from
the clandestine affair between H.G. Wells and
Rebecca West to his grandfather’s memories of
forced labor near Hiroshima in 1945. Translated
into Bulgarian by Nadezhda Rozova.

Colibri Publishing House

Hagedksa Paysl
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Hau-npecmukHuam ¢ecmuBan 3a kuHo B cBema HaBvpwBa 80.
12 kypuo3Hu ¢akma, koumo egBa Au 3Haeme 3a KaH

Tekem KAAVH AHTEAOB / Domozapadus iSTOCK

a 10 okmomBpu omb6enssBame

80-ama 2oguwHuHa om nbpBomo

usgaHue Ha QuamoBus pecmuBan

8 KaH, egHo om Hau-basckaBume
cvbumus B cBema Ha woybusHeca. OHecC Hu-
kou He ocnopBa cmamyma My Ha Hau-npec-
muwkeH kuHo decmuBan B cBema (u Augep
Ha 2onamama nemopka, kosmo BkalouBa owe
Bereuus, BepauH, TopoHmo u "CobHgaHc",
npemecmeH om Coam Aetk Cumu B Boyagop,
Konopago). EgBa Au obaue nogosupame, ue
moBa mbpkecmBo Ha cBobogomucAuemo u
BvobpakeHuemo e pogeHo BcvbWwHoOCM 3apa-
gu geucmBusma Ha... BeHumo MycoAuHu u
Agond Xumaep.

"BAbXHOBEH" OT MYCOANHA

B enoxama mexXgy gBeme BoUHu, Hau-npec-
mukHusm ¢ecmuBan 3a kuHo B EBpona e
mo3u BvB BeHeuus. Ho B kpas Ha 30-me be-
Humo MycoauHu 3anouBa Bce no-akmuBHo
ga ce HamecBa BbB ¢pecmuBana. Mpe3 1937
c AuyHomo BmewameacmBo Ha [Odyuyemo e
ocyemeHa nobegama Ha ¢peHckus wegbo-
Bop "Beaukama unlo3us" Ha XXaH PeHoap.
loguHa no-kbcHo B cxemama Beue yuyacmBa
u Agond Xumaep: gBamama gukmamopu om-
MeHsim peweHuemo Ha >kypumo u Bmecmo
moBa npucvkgam zondmama Hazpaga Ha
AeHMa, npogyuupaHa om cuHa Ha MycoAuHu,
a Hazpagama 3a uykgecmpaHeH GuAM - Ha
Olympia, Hauucmku npona2aHgeH ¢uam 3a
oAnuMmnuuckume uzpu npe3 1936. lNpegcma-
Bumeaume Ha QpaHuus, BeaukobpumaHus u
owe Hakonako gbprkaBu Hanyckam Bb3MymeHu.
BbB8 (PpaHuus mozaBawHusim MuHUCMbP Ha
obpasoBaHuemo u uskycmBama XXaH 3e pe-
waBa ga opzaHu3upa anmepHamuBeH pecmu-
Baa u caeg u3BecmBo obmucaaHe Ha kaHguga-
mypama Ha amaaHmuueckus kypopm Buapuu,
npegnouuma KaH Ha AasypHus bpse.

Camusam 3e e apecmyBaH npe3 Bmopama
cBemoBHa BouHa om MapuoHemHomo npaBu-

meAcmBo BbB Buwu u npe3 1944 e ybum 6e3
Cbg U npucbga.

OOULIMAAHOTO OTKPUBAHE

E OCYETEHO OT XUTAEP

MopBomo u3gaHue Ha KaH e HacpoueHo 3a
1939 u noumu ce cbcmosBa: B kpas Ha aB-
2ycm B e2paga npucmuzam Hskou om Hau-
2onemume kuHo3Be3gu Ha enoxama, kamo
Fapu Kynop, MapaeHe Oumpux, Kapu 'paHm,
ketumc KazHu, CneHcop Tpelcu, Mel Yecm.
Ha 31 aBzycm e opzaHusupaHa npegBapu-
meAHa npoxkekuus Ha "Mpbywkomo om Ho-
mp-Ham", a Ha gpyaus geH npegcmou u odu-
uuanHomo omkpuBaHe. Owe BegHbXk Xumaep
ce HamecBa B cvgbama Ha pecmuBana, kamo
usbupa mo3u geH 3a HaxayBaHemo B lMoawa.
DecmuBarbm nbpBoHauaaHo e omaoxkeH ¢ 10
gHU, @ NOCAE U U3USAO OMMEHEH, cneg kamo
Ha 3 cenmemBpu u PpaHuus 065B8s8a BouHa
Ha [epmaHus.

KAH E BUA 3ACMAAO PUBAPCKO CEALE

KaH gHec e npouym no usia cBam kamo eguH
om Hau-6asckaBume zpagoBe Ha QpaHuus.
Ho masu my penymauus e cpaBHumenaHoO
HoBa. [o 1830 2oguHa mou e buAa ckpomMHo
pubapcko ceaue. TozaBa eguH bpumaHcku
apucmokpam, Aopg XeHpu Bpym, xapecan
MACmMOmMO, NOCMPOUA cu 3uMHa Buaa myk
u 3anoyHaA ga kaHu npusmenau. Ckopo KaH
ce npeBvpHan B egHa om HaU-NoONyAsipHU-
me gecmuHauuu 3a 6s2awu om 3umama
aHzaauucku aopgoBe. [Hec HaceaeHuemo
Ha KaH e okoano 74 000 gywu npe3 no-
2onsMama vyacm om z2oguHama. B gHume
Ha ¢decmuBana obaue HagxBopas 200,000

gywu.

OTKbAE NABA YEPBEHUAT KUAUM?

24-me cmonaaa koM QecmuBanHus gBopeu, 68
KaH ca nokpumu c moXke 6u Hau-npouymus
uepBeH kuaum B8 cBema. PegoBHume nocemu-

September 202
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meAu 3Hasm, ye baacvbkbm Ha 60-mempoBus
kuaum He ce noggopxka AecHo - B gHume Ha
decmuBana opzaHuzamopume 20 NOgMeHSM
no mpu nomu B geHoHowue, 3a ga u3daaexkga
yucm.

Camama mpaguuus Ha vepBeHus kuaum e Ha
mpu xuAasgoaemus. 3a npbB nbm g cnomeHa-
Ba Ecxun, cnopeg kozomo B gpeBHa MukeHa
onbBaAu nypnypeH kuaum npeg uap Azamem-
HOH, 3a ga nouemam nobegume Mmy.

CEAQUTATA CA 3ABPAHEHU

N 3A 3BE3AUTE

3a ga He cmaBam 3agpbcmBaHus u 3a6aBs-
Husi no uepBeHus kuaum B KaH, om 2015 2ogu-
Ha Hacam gopu u Ha Hau-npoyymume 3Be3gu
UM e 3abpaHeHO ga cnupam Ha Hezo, 3a ga cu
npaBsm ceapuma. 3a ga yBekoBeuam momeH-
ma, me mps6Ba ga pasuumam camo Ha ¢o-
mozpadume. Camume pomozpadu ¢ pagocm
omkaukBam, Ho e umano u uskaloueHus. Mpe3
1983 N3aben AgkaHu npeHebpeaHa npeckoH-
depeHuusma, 8 kosmo mpsabBawe ga yvacm-
Ba, u pomozpadume omkasaxa ga s cHumam
B 3Hak Ha npomecm. [No-paHo cbwomo ce
CAyuu u Ha Mo HlomaH.

3AATHATA NAAMA E OT 118 TPAMA
YNCTO 3NATO

MopBomo caegBoeHHO u3dgaHue, npukalouuno
Ha 10 okmomBpu 1946, BpvuBa Ha nobegume-
As Grand Prix - 2onamama Hagpaga. [pocao-
Bymume "3aamHu naamu" ca BbBegeHu egBa
npe3 1955. Te ce uspabomBam om 118 gpama
24-kapamoBo 3rnamo u Bcska om max cmpyBa
okono 20,000 eBpo. Beska 2oguHa ce nogzom-
Bam no gBe pe3epBHuU Hazpagu, B cayual, ue
gBa puama cu nogeasm nopBomo MACMO, UAU
Ce CAy4Yu Hewo HenpegBugeHo. OmAuyeHume
akmbopu U pexkucbopu noAayyaBam nogobHa
Haepaga, Ho B ymaneH pa3mep.
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OpuzuHanHusim naakam Ha nbpBomo usgaHue;
CueHa om "BapmbH QuHk", Hau-ycnewHus duam 8%
ucmopusima Ha pecmuBana "
The original poster for the first edition; a scene
from "Barton Fink", the most successful film in the
festival's history

KOMOAA, KYCTYPULIA

N XAHEKE UMAT MO ABE NOBEAN

Humo eguH pexkucbop He e ycnsiBaa ga cne-
ueAnu "3namHama naama" mpu nomu, makap ve
MuHanama 2oguHa Xa-lMuep u Alok OapgaH
6sxa 6AU30 (OCMaHaxa camo € npusa 3a cue-
Hapuu). OcBeH msx, no gBa nbmu B8 KaH ca
mpuymdupanu gecemuma pexkucbopu, cpeg
koumo ®pancuc Qopg Konoaa, Bune Ayaycm,
Emup Kycmypuua u Muxaean Xaneke. Camo
mpu nbmu 3AamHama naAMa e nevyeAeHa om
»keHa-pexkucoop, kamo nvpBama 6e [keUH
KemnuvH 3a "MuaHomo" npe3 1993.

Ygu AAbH MHo2okpamHo e npegcmaBsaa cBou
duamu umeHHo B KaH, Ho omka3Ba ga yuacm-
Ba B cbcmesamenHama npozpama, Hacmos-
Bauku, ue >kypumo moxke ga cpaBHsiBa pas-
AUYHU pexkucbopu, camo ako me HanpaBsm
$uAaMu no eguH u cobwu clokem.

HAN-YCMELUHUAT ®UAM NPOMEHN
MPABUAATA

Hau-ycnewHusm ¢uam B ucmopusima Ha ¢ec-
muBana e "BapmoH QuHk" Ha 6pams KoeH,
koumo npe3 1991 cneueAau u mpume 2AaBHuU
Hazpagu - 3namHama naava 3a Hau-gobbp
duam, Hagpagama 3a pexXucypa u 3a Hau-go-
6vp akmbop (Ha DbkoH Topmypo). Caeg moBa
>kypumo npomeHu npaBuaama, maka ue Beue
He ce gonycka eguH u cbwu GuAM ga cneyeau
u mpume npusa.

KAH CbBPA NPEVIC KEAU U NMPUHL, PEHVE
Yemupuma akmbopu mo2am ga ce noxBaasm,
ue duamu ¢ msax B 2rnaBHume poau ca neue-
AUAU NO mpu 3AamHuU haamu: moBa ca XapBu
Kaumen, Pobbpm [loBaa, Makc ¢oH ClogoB u
Muuyko Bauwo.

Cnopeg Hskou obave Hau-2onsMama Hazpaga
om KaH e cneueneHa om... ['petc Keau. Amepu-
kaHckama 3Be3ga nocewaBa ¢ecmuBana npes

1955 u mam ce 3ano3HaBa ¢ npuHu PeHe om
MoHako, 3a kozomo caeg moBa ce omwkBa.

2KOP>X CUMEHOH E MbPBUAT
YY>XXAEHEL, B )XYPUTO

MopBoHauanHo >kypumo B KaH e cvcmaBeHo
ususano om ¢paHuysu. MNMpaBuaomo e HapyweHo
npe3 1960 B uecm Ha eguH MHO20 cCheuuaneH
2ocm: beazutickus nucamen Xopxk CumeHoH, aB-
mopa Ha pomaHume 3a gemekmuBa Mezpe. Npe3
1962 3a npvB nbm npegcegamen Ha >Xkypumo e
uykgeHeu, - [bkopgk Muabp om ABcmpanus. B
nocaegHume gecemuaemus >Kypumo 3acegaBa
BbB Bunama Ha XKaH-Mabpuea Oomepe - yoBeka,
HapucyBan nvbpBus naakam 3a pecmuBansa owe
npe3 1939. [omepz e bpamoBueg Ha Beaukus
nocm-umnpecuoHucm AHpu gbo Tyay3-Aompek.

TPNYMODBLT HA MYAEAA

OcBeH cepuo3Hume Hazpagu, 8 KaH ce Bpou-
Bam u Hskonko wezoBumu, kamo Hanpumep
Palm Dog - 3a Hau-gobpa... kydewka poad. Mpes
2017 moBa omauyue 6e cneueAeHO om nygena
Ha [JocmuH XodpmaH BvB duama The Meyerowitz
Stories. MNMapagokcanHo, moBa cu ocmaBa nbp-
Bama u nocnegHa Hagpaga 3a ¢uam Ha Netflix
om KaH, 3awomo ommozaBa >kypumo pewu ga
uskaloyu npogykuuume Ha cmpulMuH2 nAam-
dopmume om HagnpeBapama.

3ALLIO BUHATU BUKAT "PAYA!"

Ako ce 0308eme B8 meamup "Oeblocu" 3a odu-
uuanHa npoxkekuus Ha ¢uam om pecmuBana,
He ce usHeHagBaume, kozamo caeg yzacBa-
Hemo Ha cBemauHume Hskou 3anouHe ¢ Bcuu-
ku cuau ga Buka "Paya! Payn". ToBa e cmapa
weza, BgvxHoBeHa HaBpememo om >kypHa-
Aucm, koumo ce onumBaA ga 3anasu mMscmo
3a cBou npusmen u 20 3a2ybun B mwvanama.
Ceza BukanHemo ce e npeBvpHano B Hewo
kamo mpaguuus.
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WHEN THE
PALMS ARE
MADE OF GOLD

The world's most prestigious film festival turns 80. 12 curious
facts about Cannes you probably didn't know.

By KALIN ANGELOV / Photography iSTOCK

ctober 10th marks the 80th anniversary

of the inaugural Cannes Film Festival,

one of the most glamorous events in

the world of show business. Today, no
one disputes its status as the most prestigious film
festival globally (and the leader of the "Big Five,"
a group that also includes Venice, Berlin, Toronto,
and Sundance—the latter having moved from Salt
Lake City to Boulder, Colorado). Yet, you might not
realize that this celebration of free thought and im-
agination was actually born out of the actions of...
Benito Mussolini and Adolf Hitler.

"INSPIRED" BY MUSSOLINI

In the interwar period, the most prestigious film fes-
tival in Europe was the one in Venice. However,
in the late 1930s, Benito Mussolini began to inter-
fere increasingly in the festival's affairs. In 1937,
the personal intervention of Il Duce thwarted the
victory of the French masterpiece "La Grande lllu-
sion" by Jean Renoir. A year later, Adolf Hitler also
became involved in the scheme: the two dictators
overturned the jury's decision, awarding the grand
prize instead to a film produced by Mussolini's
son, and the award for foreign film to "Olympia"—
a Nazi propaganda film about the 1936 Olympic
Games. Representatives from France, Great Brit-
ain, and several other nations walked out in protest.
In France, the then-Minister of Education and Fine
Arts, Jean Zay, decided to organize an alternative
festival; after considering the Atlantic resort of Bi-
arritz, he ultimately chose Cannes on the French
Riviera.

Zay himself was arrested during World War Il by the
Vichy puppet government and was killed without
trial in 1944.

THE OFFICIAL OPENING THWARTED BY HITLER
The first edition of the Cannes festival was
scheduled for 1939 and very nearly took place;
in late August, some of the era's biggest movie
stars—such as Gary Cooper, Marlene Dietrich,
Cary Grant, James Cagney, Spencer Tracy, and
Mae West—arrived in the city. A preview screen-
ing of "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" was held
on August 31, with the official opening set for the
following day. Once again, Hitler intervened in the
festival's fate by choosing that very day to invade
Poland. The festival was initially postponed by 10
days and subsequently cancelled altogether after
France declared war on Germany on September
3rd.

CANNES WAS ONCE A SLEEPY

FISHING VILLAGE

Today, Cannes is world-renowned as one of
France's most glamorous cities. However, this repu-
tation is relatively recent; until 1830, it was merely a
modest fishing village. That changed when a British
aristocrat, Lord Henry Brougham, fell in love with
the location, built a winter villa there, and began
inviting friends. Cannes soon became a favorite
destination for English lords seeking to escape
the winter cold. Today, the city's population hovers
around 74,000 for most of the year, but during the
festival, it swells to over 200,000.

WHERE DOES THE RED

CARPET COME FROM?

The 24 steps leading to the Palais des Festivals in
Cannes are covered by what is arguably the most
famous red carpet in the world. Regular attendees
know that maintaining the luster of this 60-meter-
long carpet is no easy task; during the festival,
organizers replace it up to three times a day to
ensure it remains pristine.

The red carpet tradition itself dates back three mil-
lennia. It was first mentioned by Aeschylus, who de-
scribed how a crimson carpet was unrolled before
King Agamemnon in ancient Mycenae to honor his
victories.

SELFIES ARE BANNED FOR STARS, TOO

To prevent bottlenecks and delays on the Cannes
red carpet, even the most famous stars have been
prohibited since 2015 from stopping to take selfies.
To capture the moment, they must rely solely on
the photographers. The photographers are usually
happy to oblige, though there have been excep-
tions. In 1983, Isabelle Adjani skipped a scheduled
press conference, and photographers refused to
take her picture in protest. The same thing had
happened to Paul Newman earlier.

THE PALME D'OR IS MADE OF 118 GRAMS OF
PURE GOLD

The first post-war edition, which concluded on Oc-
tober 10, 1946, awarded the winner the Grand Prix
(Grand Prize). The famous Palme d'Or (Golden
Palm) was not introduced until 1955. Each trophy
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is crafted from 118 grams of 24-karat gold and is
valued at approximately €20,000. Two spare tro-
phies are prepared each year in case two films
share the top prize or an unforeseen event occurs.
Award-winning actors and directors receive a simi-
lar trophy, but in a smaller size.

COPPOLA, KUSTURICA,

AND HANEKE HAVE EACH WON TWICE

No director has ever managed to win the Palme
d'Or three times, although Jean-Pierre and Luc
Dardenne came close last year (ultimately taking
home only the award for Best Screenplay). In ad-
dition to them, ten directors have triumphed twice
in Cannes, including Francis Ford Coppola, Bille
August, Emir Kusturica, and Michael Haneke. A
female director has won the Palme d'Or only three
times; the first was Jane Campion for "The Piano"
in 1993.

Woody Allen has frequently presented his films at
Cannes but refuses to participate in the competi-
tion, insisting that a jury can only compare different
directors if they make films based on the same
plot.

THE MOST SUCCESSFUL

FILM CHANGED THE RULES

The most successful film in the festival's history
is the Coen brothers' "Barton Fink", which in 1991
won all three major awards: the Palme d'Or for Best
Film, the award for Best Director, and the award for
Best Actor (John Turturro). Following this, the jury
changed the rules so that a single film could no

longer win all three prizes.

CANNES BROUGHT GRACE KELLY AND
PRINCE RAINIER TOGETHER

Four actors can boast that films starring them have
won three Palmes d'Or: Harvey Keitel, Robert Du-
vall, Max von Sydow, and Mitsuko Baisho.
However, according to some, the greatest prize
from Cannes was won by... Grace Kelly. The Ameri-
can star visited the festival in 1955 and met there
Prince Rainier of Monaco, whom she subsequently
married.

GEORGES SIMENON:

THE FIRST FOREIGNER ON THE JURY

Initially, the Cannes jury was composed entirely
of French nationals. This rule was broken in

XaH 3e | Jean Zay

1960 in honor of a very special guest: the Bel-
gian writer Georges Simenon, creator of the
Inspector Maigret novels. In 1962, a foreigner—
George Miller from Australia—served as jury
president for the first time. In recent decades,
the jury has deliberated at the villa of Jean-
Gabriel Domergue, the man who designed the
festival's first poster back in 1939. Domergue
was a cousin of the great Post-Impressionist
artist Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec.

THE POODLE'S TRIUMPH

Alongside the serious awards, Cannes also
presents several lighthearted ones, such as
the Palm Dog—awarded for the best... ca-
nine performance. In 2017, this honor went to
Dustin Hoffman's poodle in the film "The Mey-
erowitz Stories". Paradoxically, this remains the
first and last award a Netflix film has won at
Cannes, as the jury subsequently decided to
exclude productions from streaming platforms
from the competition.

WHY DO THEY ALWAYS SHOUT "RAOUL!"?
If you find yourself in the Debussy Theatre
for an official festival screening, do not be
surprised when, just after the lights go down,
someone starts shouting "Raoul! Raoul!" at the
top of their lungs. This is an old joke, originally
inspired by a journalist who was trying to save
a spot for a friend and lost him in the crowd.
Now, the shouting has turned into som ething
of a tradition. H
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CAY BEHTY,
AMCABOH

O6ukHoBeHo Hal-cBe>kume Mmecma B cmoAuyeH
2pag He ca oHe3u, koumo npulomsBam Hauuo-
HaAHus napaameHm. Ho uma u uskaloueHus, kak-
mo we ce ybegume, ako uanoasBame HoBume
3uMHU hoAemu Ha "Boazapus Ebp" go eguH om
2pagoBeme c Hau-meku gekemBpu u sHyapu B8
EBpona.

Cay beHmy B8 mMuHaromo geucmBumenHo be
npouym Hau-Beue kamo kBapmana okono czpa-
gama Ha napaameHma 8 AucaboH. Ho 8 nocaeg-
Hume 20guHU Mscmomo ce oXkuBu HeumoBepHo
- ¢ be3bpou HOBu Mecma 3a xanBaHe, Hakou om
Hal-opuauHanHUMe BapoBe B nopmyzaackama
cmoAuua, u usa kyn HesaBucumu 2anepuu u gu-
3auHepcku ameauema. B Hauanomo Ha ugHama
20guHa nhpegcmou omBapsHemo Ha HOBU cmaH-
uuu Ha mempomo B kBapmanaa, koumo we 20
HanpaBsm u 3HaYUMEeAHO NO-goCMbNEH.
Cepuo3eH npemeHgeHm 3a 3BaHuemo Hau-
cBex kBapman e u TpuaHa2yno - egHa Manka
30Ha mexkgy baupo Aamo u CaHmouw, HapeyeHa
Ha mpume obzpakgawu s yAuuu. 3anycHama
go 90-me 2oguHu, ommozaBa ms npuBAuua
MAagume nopmyz2aAuu C apmucmuyHU 3aAoX-
6u. Tyk moke ga nocemume mogepHu 6apoBe,
cmapu cemeUHuU pecmopaHmu, kHuwkapHuua 3a
nbmewecmBeHuvecka Aumepamypa, 6ymukoB
2acmpoHoMm, yauHa u BcskakBu kyamypHu 3aba-
BAeHusi, koumo npe3 monAume Meceuu ce CAyY-
Bam gupekmHo Ha yauuama.
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SAO BENTO,
LISBON

Usually, the trendiest spots in a capital city
aren't the ones housing the national parlia-
ment. Yet there are exceptions—as you’ll
discover if you take advantage of Bulgaria
Air's new winter flights to one of the Eu-
ropean cities boasting the mildest weather
in December and January. Sdo Bento was
once known primarily as the neighborhood
surrounding Lisbon’s parliament building. In
recent years, however, the area has come
alive, teeming with countless new eateries,
some of the Portuguese capital’s most orig-
inal bars, and a host of independent galler-
ies and design studios. New metro stations
are set to open in the neighborhood early
next year, making it significantly more ac-
cessible.

A strong contender for the title of "coolest
neighborhood" is also Tridngulo—a small
area nestled between Bairro Alto and San-
tos, named after the three streets that en-
close it. Neglected until the 1990s, it has
since attracted young, artistically inclined
Portuguese locals. Here, you can Vvisit
trendy bars, traditional family-run restau-
rants, a travel bookstore, a boutique deli,
a tea house, and enjoy all sorts of cultural
activities that spill out onto the streets dur-
ing the warmer months.




Hsakoza masu nAemeHuua om maAku yAuuku oko-
A0 npouymus Kypwym xaH e nogcaoHsBana 3aHa-
smuyuume Ha NaoBguB. Mpe3 1652 2oguHa egHO
npebposBaHe omuuma 880 pasAuuHu gloksHa.
OmmozaBa ca ocmaHaAu Ha3BaHusma Ha YyAU-
uume - Xenezapcka, Koxkyxapcka, Abagxkuucka,
3namapcka... KBapmaaom e onoXkapeH B8 Haua-
Aomo Ha XX Bek, nocae HapogHama Baacm naa-
Hupa ga 20 3amMmeHu ¢ 20AaM mbp2oBcku ueHMbp,
HO 3a wacmue cpewa omnopa Ha MecmHu ap-
xumekmu. [Hec KanaHa e cpeguwe Ha mBopuu
(u Ha Heu3beXxHume xuncmbpcku MazasuHuema
u 3aBegeHus), a nokpau cmamyma Ha MaoBguB
kamo kyamypHa cmoauua Ha EBpona muHano-
mo gecemuaemue npugobu u MeXkgyHapogHa
usBecmuocm.

Mokpau moBa cnokoUHume B MuHaromo yAuu-
ku ce usnvaHuxa ¢ nbcmpu 3aBegeHus, kegemo
moXkeme ga omkpueme He caMO MECMHU cne-
uuanumemu, Ho u Bcsko gocmukeHue Ha koc-
MONOAUMHama, 2AobanHa KyxHs.

Ako nbpBo uckame xpaHa 3a gywama, mokeme
ga pasanegame Hamupawus ce B cvcegcmBo
cmap 2pag Ha MAoBguB u BoAwebHusi AHmuueH
meambp; MoXkeme CbWo ga HanpaBume obukoa-
ka Ha cepagume u namemHuuume, cb3gageHu
om npouymus naoBguBcku apxumekm Xpucmo
MNeeB. KanaHa e u Alobuma "2anepus Ha omkpu-
mo" 3a Hakou om Bogewume 2zpadumu xygok-
Huuu B Bvazapus, Haueao ¢ HawymeAus Nasimo.

PLOVDIV

This maze of narrow streets surrounding
the famous Kurshum Han (Bullet Inn) once
housed Plovdiv’s artisans. A census from
1652 recorded 880 different workshops. The
street names—Ironmongers' (Zhelezarska),
Furriers' (Kozhuharska), Tailors' (Abadzhi-
yska), Goldsmiths' (Zlatarska)—still bear
witness to that heritage.

The neighborhood was devastated by fire in
the early 20th century; later, the socialist
authorities planned to replace it with a large
shopping complex, but fortunately, they
faced resistance from local architects.
Today, Kapana is a hub for creatives (and
the inevitable hipster shops and eateries),
and it gained international fame over the
past decade thanks to Plovdiv’s status as a
European Capital of Culture in 2019. In the
process, streets that were once quiet have
filled with vibrant eateries where you can
find not only local specialties but also every
offering of cosmopolitan, global cuisine.

If you seek food for the soul first, you can
explore Plovdiv’s nearby Old Town and the
magical Ancient Theatre; you can also tour
the buildings and monuments created by the
renowned Plovdiv architect Hristo Peev. Ka-
pana also serves as a favorite "open-air gal-
lery" for some of Bulgaria’s leading graffiti
artists, led by the acclaimed Nasimo.
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KPOMIIBEPT,
BEPAMH

BepAuH u 6e3 moBa ce cnaBu ¢ maagexkus cu
gyx, Ho ako Beue cme 20 ycemuAu Ha nonyasp-
Hume mecma, e Bpeme ga ce omnpaBume kom
Kpouubepe. KBapmanom e bykBaneH kpbcmonbm
Ha ucmopus, emHocu u kyamypu — Hamupaa ce e
B 3anageH BepauH, Ho HenocpegcmBeHo go 2pa-
Huyama € usmoyHama yacm Ha 2paga. 3amoBa
B Hez20 Mmoxke ga omkpueme npeceAHUUU om usiAa
M3mouna EBpona, HO u ozpomHa mypcka obwi-
Hocm, kosmo gonpuHacs 3a kyauHapHama caaBa
Ha mscmomo. Tyk moke ga ce xanBam BkycHu
u eBmuHu mypcku cnheuuaaumemu, UAU nbk aa-
mepHamuBHo ce ombuume go Markthalle Neun,
kogemo ce npegnazam no-kocMONOAUMHU Hewa
3a xanBaHe (u3bopvm e ozpomeH). ToBa e u Alo-
Bumusm kBapmaa Ha yAuuHUme apmucmu, maka
ue Mokeme ga 20 obukoaume B usgupBaHe Ha
uHmepecHu gpadumu. B Kpouubepez ca Hal-us-
BecmHume mexHo kay6oBe B MepmaHus. SO36 Ha
Oranienstrasse 6e Alobumo msicmo Ha mumaHu
kamo [deuBug Boyu u WMeu MNon. Hegaaneu ommawm
e Cafe Ora - HakozawHa anmeka, npeBvpHama B8
gocma cBexk 6bap ¢ memamuuHu kokmeuau.
KBapmanbm uma u mpaguuuoHHU mypucmuve-
cku ampakuuu (kamo 3HameHumus YeknoUHm
Yapau), u no-HekoHBeHuuoHanHU kamo mypckus
nasap, koumo ce npoBexkga Bceku BmopHuk u ne-
muok okoao 06sag. Ha Bergmannstrasse we omkpu-
eme kakmo AvckaBu 6ymuuu, maka u yapoBHu
MazasuHuyeHa Bmopa ynompeba.
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KREUZBERG,
BERLIN

Berlin is already renowned for its youthful spir-
it, but if you’ve already experienced that at the
usual hotspots, it’s time to head to Kreuzberg.
The neighborhood is a literal crossroads of his-
tory, ethnicities, and cultures; it was located in
West Berlin but sat right on the border with the
eastern part of the city. Consequently, you’ll
find migrants from across Eastern Europe
here, as well as a large Turkish community
that contributes to the area's culinary renown.
You can enjoy delicious, affordable Turkish
specialties here, or alternatively, stop by Mark-
thalle Neun for a more cosmopolitan range of
food options (the selection is vast). It is also
a favorite neighborhood for street artists, so
you can wander around in search of interest-
ing graffiti. Kreuzberg is home to Germany’s
most famous techno clubs; SO36 on Oranien-
strasse was a favorite haunt of legends like
David Bowie and Iggy Pop. Not far away lies
Cafe Ora—a former pharmacy transformed
into a cool bar serving themed cocktails.

The neighborhood offers both traditional
tourist attractions (such as the famous
Checkpoint Charlie) and more unconven-
tional ones, like the Turkish market held eve-
ry Tuesday and Friday around midday. On
Bergmannstrasse, you’ll discover a mix of
chic boutiques and charming second-hand
shops.



TPACTEBEPE,
PIIM

YapoBHume, ocesHU ¢ Bobpbu yAuuku Ha moBa
kBapmanue ca npusmeH HauuH ga usbszame
Manko om movanume mypucmu BvB BeuHus epag.
A npouymume My pecmopaHmuyema ca HauuH ga
onumame Hal-gobpomo om pumckama kyxHs,
6e3 obupgkuuckume ueHU Ha no-nonyAspHUME
Aokauuu. Ako mbpcume apmucmuuyHa ammoc-
¢depa, no-gobpe onumaume 8 MoHmu uau Te-
cmauvo. Ho ako uckame ga ce gokocHeme go
Ae2eHgapHus "caagbk >kuBom", HamMa no-gobpo
msicmo om TpacmeBepe. Pogom ommyk e u egHa
om Hau-npouymume gBouku Ha umaauaHckomo
kuHo: Cepgrko AeoHe u EHuo MopukoHe, kamo
Ae2eHgapHusm komno3umop ocmaxa ga >kuBee
B kBapmana uak go cmbpmma u 20 Hanyckawe
camo 8 MHo20 kpalHu cayyau.

Ako mbpcume noBeue bascok, o6bpHeme BHU-
MaHue u Ha EckyuauHo - kBapman Ha gBopuu u
ene2aHmHU BuAu, Yuemo cobpue e ene2aHmHusM
Piazza Vittorio. Mpe3 aAamomo myk e cueHa Ha
»kuBa mysuka u kunonpokekuuu Ha omkpumo.
EckyuauHo, HapeueH Ha eguH om npocAoBymu-
me cegem xbAma Ha Pum, e npouym u ¢ na3apa
cu (Nuovo Mercato Esquilino), kegemo morkeme
He camo ga cu kynume Hau-gobpume nognpaB-
ku, HO u ga noxanHeme u ga onumame HenoB-
mopumusi cAagoneg Ha Hal-cmapama gelateria
B8 umaauaHckama cmoauua. Hegareu ommam e
Manauo MepynaaHa ¢ yguBumeaHama my koaek-
uus om cpegHoBekoBHo uskycmBo.

TRASTEVERE,
ROME

The charming, willow-lined streets of this
neighborhood offer a pleasant escape from
the tourist crowds of the Eternal City. Its
renowned eateries allow you to sample the
best of Roman cuisine without the exorbi-
tant prices found in more popular spots. If
you are looking for an artistic atmosphere,
you might prefer Monti or Testaccio; how-
ever, if you want to experience the legend-
ary dolce vita, there is no better place than
Trastevere. It is the home turf of one of
Italian cinema’s most famous duos—Sergio
Leone and Ennio Morricone—with the leg-
endary composer living in the neighborhood
until his death, rarely venturing out except in
exceptional circumstances.

For a touch of glamour, consider Esquili-
no—a district of palaces and elegant villas
centered around the stylish Piazza Vittorio.
In the summer, the area hosts live music
and open-air film screenings. Named after
one of Rome’s famous seven hills, Esqui-
lino is also renowned for its market (Nuovo
Mercato Esquilino), where you can buy top-
quality spices, grab a bite to eat, and taste
the unique gelato from the ltalian capital’s
oldest gelateria. Nearby lies Palazzo Meru-
lana, home to an amazing collection of me-
dieval art.
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AAIIA, 5
PUO AE sRAHENPO
LAPA,

RIO DE JANEIRO

Knacuueckama ucmopus: kBapmanrom oBexmsBa
u 3anaga, kumeaume My 20 Hanyckam, u cAeg
moBa ugBam u ce HacmaHsBam Goxemume u ap-
mucmume. B Aana, kBapmaaue B ueHmvpa Ha
Puo ge XKaHeupo, moBa ce cayuBa npe3 60-me
20guHu. [1Hec mscmomo e npovymo kamo cpe-
guwe Ha XxygoxkHuuu, ckyanmopu u Hai-Beue
My3ukaHmu. Tyk e mynmawomo cbpue Ha Howi-

- Hus >kuBom Ha Puo, ¢ mecma kamo AezeHgap- HEE m
Husi Rio Scenarium, kegemo Bcska Beuep cBupsm ; ! _: .;: : 2t
s B Ha kuBo Hakou om 3Besgume Ha oca HoBa, u et WEm sans e T e i
§ ww koumo Beue gecemunemue HeuameHHO nonaga B ELP g S )
™ = g . l-h-- - ¥ w5 Laaw . :
b, ik gecemkama.Ha Hal-gobplime HoHU- kayGo6Be 8 1‘ ‘- _::—-'f - paten — T T! ) h 4
w i cBerma. Opyau mysukanfiil knyboBe c AeaéHgapHa_ L ._i_-a "_ e g f o < ..’l . '!
CAaBa ca Asa Branca Bar Semente, Sacrlleglo wE ?ﬁ - e e L
R Cafe Cultural u‘Carioca da Gema. Ako uckame ga ' ]
cu npo6Bame, "'

0
me, co¢ camba, MACMOmMO 3a

=y maHuu e Lapa raus. Iquu;qm HskozaweH
YE nAowag Ha Bu elcuAu e npe[ngam B &
il 1Y Qj‘rco Voador - @mw,ua uupk" - cuera 3a Bes- &
i KakBu my3ukanrtrkoHuepmu 8 guanasoHa om pok-

2 BAekmpOHH j3uka. L
W CuBcem 6Au303go Aemawds uupk e u egHa om

; Hag-npouymum gmumemocmu Ha Aana:

HﬂkOZaLUHUﬂ akBeg puoka NOCIOEH-NPessin,

E . 54150, Zosugg-om mﬁw{ Bperaca ¥
B0ga om u3Bopume Ha pel Kapy o :

sculptor a Ve ans S

atlng heart of Rio’s ome to venues like

. the legendary Rio Scenarium, where.Bossa Nova

— 1 "ol 8 perform ive every night and which has con-

—:__ ently ranke £ peng the world's top ten night-

B ..p- -~ clubs for‘g_d_e : Other ggendary music clubs

- include Asa Brang: -a, Be Semente Sacnleglo Café

4 Cultural, and Cafiocasdia Gema. If you want to try

your hand, at samba the place to dance is Lapa

40 Graus. Meanwhlle the once-dull Armed Forces

Square has been transformed ipto Circo Voador—

the "Flying Circus"—a venue hosting concerts
ranging from#ock to electronic music.

Very close to the Flying Circus lies one of Lapa’s

most famous' landmarks: the historic Carioca Ag-

ueduct. Built by the Portuguese in 1750, it originally

w.~ carried water from the springs of the Carioca River

= to the neighborhood and its central fountain. Today,

a tram runs along it instead of water.

- -
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HEOC KOCMOC,
ATHHA

BykBaaHo "HoB cBsm", Heoc Kocmoc e moxke 6u
Hau-mogepHusm cpeg MHokecmBomo 2omuHu
kBapmaau Ha AmuHa. B MuHaromo 6e u3Bec-
meH noBeue kamo >KuAuwHa 30Ha, 3aobukone-
Ha om no-Beceaume Kykaku u MaHepamu, HO
HanocAegbk Heoc Kocmoc npuBauua mBopue-
ckume AuyHOCMU U NO-OpU2UHAAHUME BU3HEC
HauuHaHus. Pa3nonoXkeH Ha loz om Akponoaa,
kBapmaabm e usnbcmpeH ¢ maBepHu, MogepHuU
pecmopaHmu u, noHexke cmaBa gyma 3a [bp-
uus, 6e3bpou kadpeHema ¢ HEU3MEHHO OMAUYHO
"dpego ecnpeco". XpaHama myk e Ha HecpaB-
Humo no-Bucoko HuBo om mypucmuueckume
kanaHu u3 Maaka u MoHacmupaku, a ueHume
- Ha HecpaBHumo no-Hucko. B Hauanomo Ha
okmomBpu Bcska 2oguHa ce npoBexkga u Neos
Kosmos Block Party - Hewo kamo yBeceneHue
3a uenus kBapmaa.

Mocokama Ha ceBep om Akponoaa cowo uma
kakBo ga npegnoxku. Tam e Ek3apxus, Hakozaw-
Husm kBapmaa Ha aHapxucmume. [JHec 2oAnsma
yacm om obumaBawume 20 ca cmygeHmu 3apa-
gu bauzocmma Ha TexHuueckus yHuBepcumem,
a moBa o3HauaBa, ue >kuBombm myk kunu geHo-
HOwHO. Bceku HauuHaew, apmucmu om AmuHa
6u uckan ga nonagHe cpeg MECMHUS bHgbpapa-
yHg >kuBom, a zpapumume u3 Ek3apxus ca Hs-
kou om Hau-gobpume B Mopuus. BapoBeme, pec-
mopaHmume u guckomekume ce nogpasbupam,
HO ocBeH o>kuBeHa HowHa cueHa, kBapmaaom e
u3BecmeH u ¢ HoBonosBuAaus ce napk ¢ kpacuBa
2paguHa u gemcku naowagku, kolmo mecmHu-
me cu u3BoloBam Ha mscmomo Ha u3ocmaBeH
napkuHa.
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NEOS ROSMOS,
ATHENS

Literally meaning "New World," Neos Kosmos
is perhaps the trendiest of Athens' many cool
neighborhoods. It used to be known primarily
as a residential area flanked by the livelier
districts of Koukaki and Pangrati, but recent-
ly, Neos Kosmos has been attracting crea-
tive types and innovative business ventures.
Situated south of the Acropolis, the neigh-
borhood is dotted with tavernas, modern res-
taurants, and—this being Greece—countless
cafés serving consistently excellent freddo
espresso. The food here is of a far higher
quality than in the tourist traps of Plaka and
Monastiraki, while prices are significantly
lower. Every year in early October, the Neos
Kosmos Block Party takes place—a festive
event for the entire neighborhood.

The area north of the Acropolis also has
plenty to offer. That is where you’ll find Ex-
archeia, the neighborhood once known as
the home of anarchists. Today, the area is
largely populated by students—thanks to the
nearby Technical University—meaning the
neighborhood buzzes with life around the
clock. Any aspiring artist in Athens would
want to immerse themselves in the local
underground scene, and the graffiti in Ex-
archeia ranks among the best in Greece.
While bars, restaurants, and clubs are a
given, the neighborhood is also known for
a newly created park—featuring a beautiful
garden and playgrounds—that locals suc-
cessfully campaigned to establish on the site
of an abandoned parking lot.



NOORD M OOST,
AMCTEPAAM

Amcmepgam kamo usao uma penymauusma Ha
eguH om Hau-kuBume 2pagoBe 8 EBpona. Ho
nbAYUWIAMA om nocemumeAu B ueHmopa My
we Bu nonpeuam ga ycemume aBmeHmuuHama
ammocoepa. 3a ga 20 HanpaBume, mps6Ba ga
noememe UAU Ha ceBep, uAu Ha uamok.

Ha ceBep e Noord - omgeaneH om ocmaHanama
yacm om xoAaHgckama cmoaAuua om esepo,
kamo go Hezo ce cmuza c be3naameH geHo-
HoweH ¢epubom. [MbpBoHauanHO 3anagHana
yacm om 2paga, pauoHom 3anoyBa ga npuBau-
ya MAago HaceaeHue ¢ npeycmpoucmBomo Ha
De Ceuvel - 6uBwa kopabocmpoumeaHuua,
npeBopHama B mogepHu oducu. Cmapu kowu-
Aogku ca 3acmonopeHu Bopxy Henogxogswa 3a
3emegeAue 3ems u npeBopHamu B8 bapoBe, maa-
ku 6ymuuu, 2anepuu u pabomuaHuuu. BuBwu-
me cknagoBe ca ce npeBvpHasu 8 eBmuHu, HO
ygobHU U cumnamuuHu xocmeau, koemo npaBu
Hoopg kBapmana Ha maagume.

Ha uamok nvk e Oost (xonaHguume He obuyam
ga cu ycaokHsBam >kuBoma cbc cAOXKHU ume-
Ha) - Hako2a npoMuwAeHama 30Ha Ha AMcmep-
gam. Caeg ommezasHEMO Ha uHgycmpusima kom
gpyau cmpaHu u koHmuHeHmu, onpasHeHume
cknagoBe u xanema Hskak ecmecmBeHo ca ce
npeBovpHaau B mecma 3a kyamypa u 3abaBaeHus.
EcmecmBeHo, Ho c akmuBHOmMO nAaHupaHe u ¢u-
HaHcupaHe Ha 2pagckama ynpaBa. Mokeme ga
ce pa3xogume B Oosterpark u nocae u3 3aanume
Ha Hamupawus ce 8 cocegecmBo Wereldmuseum,
nocBemeH Ha cBemoBHume kyamypu. Brouwerij
't IJ, npocroBymama bupapus ¢ BempeHa MeAHU-
ua, e Ao2uyHUSM QuHaA Ha geHs Bu
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NOORD AND OOST,
AMSTERDAM

Amsterdam generally has a reputation as
one of Europe’s liveliest cities. However, the
throngs of visitors in the center can make
it hard to experience the city's authentic
atmosphere. To do that, you need to head
either north or east.

To the north lies Noord—separated from the
rest of the Dutch capital by water and ac-
cessible via a free, 24-hour ferry. Once a
run-down part of the city, the area began at-
tracting a younger crowd with the redevelop-
ment of De Ceuvel, a former shipyard trans-
formed into modern offices. Old houseboats
have been anchored on land unsuitable for
agriculture and converted into bars, small
boutiques, galleries, and workshops. Former
warehouses have turned into affordable yet
comfortable and charming hostels, making
Noord a magnet for young people.

To the east lies Oost (the Dutch don't like to
complicate things with elaborate names)—
formerly Amsterdam's industrial zone. As
industry shifted to other countries and con-
tinents, the abandoned warehouses and
factory halls naturally evolved into cultural
and entertainment venues—naturally, yet
with active planning and funding from the
city administration. You can take a stroll
through Oosterpark and then explore the
nearby Wereldmuseum, which is dedicated
to world cultures. Brouwerij 't IJ—the fa-
mous brewery with its own windmill—makes
for the perfect end to your day.
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TYVTUHT U
HIOIHITHH
I'PHMITH, AOHAOH

PasnonoxkeH mexgy gBe cmaHuuu Ha mempo-
mo, kBapmaabm uma caaBama Ha eguH om
Hau-gobpume ,kopu kopugopu“ B8 cmpaHama.
Mo mo3u HayuH ce Hapuuyam mecmama ¢ koH-
ueHmpauus Ha kauecmBeHu asuamcku pec-
mopaHmu B Anzaus. A B TyymuHe ce Hamupam
Hakou om Hau-uzBecmHume Bvobwe B AOHgOH
- Dosa n Chutny u Apollo Banana Leaf. Opyza
npuyuHa ga ce o3oBeme myk ca uHmepecHu-
me HoBu 6apoBe, kakmo u Tooting Bec Lido —
Hau-g2onemusm baceuH BbB8 BeaukobpumaHus.
TaszoguwHama kaacauus Ha Timeout nvk om-
gaBa gonkumomo Ha HlouHzmobH Mpuum - eguH
yapoBeH kBapman B ceBepousmoueH AOHQOH,
koumo omgaBHa npuBauva MecmHume, HO
ycnsaBa Bce owe ga ocmaHe u3BbH noAespe-
Huemo Ha mypucmume. TpaguuuoHHUMe nb-
608e, cumnamuuHume kadeHema u maakume
naBuauoHuema 3a aBmopcka kyxHs 20 npaBsm
3agbAkumenHa gecmuHauus 3a upeBoyzog-
Huuume. B muHanomo myk e >kuBsaa 2onsama
yacm om mypckama u kunbpckama guacnopa,
koemo e ocmaBunao cBoume (6aazomBopHu)
cnegu Bopxy xpaHama. OcBeH Bcuuko, kBap-
manem e pekopgbop no 6pou npoBexkgaHu
manku ¢pecmuBanu, maka ue no koemo u Bpe-
Me Ha 2oguHama ga 20 nocemume, uma WaHc
ga yayuyume Hskoe npasHeHcmBo.
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TOOTING AND
NEWINGTON
GREEN, LONDON

Situated between two Tube stations, the
Tooting neighborhood is renowned as one
of the country's best "curry corridors"—
a term used in England to describe areas
with a high concentration of quality Asian
restaurants. Tooting is home to some of the
most famous ones in London, such as Dosa
n Chutny and Apollo Banana Leaf. Other
draws include interesting new bars and the
Tooting Bec Lido—the largest outdoor swim-
ming pool in the UK.

Meanwhile, this year’s Time Out rankings
highlight Newington Green, a charming
neighborhood in northeast London that has
long attracted locals yet managed to stay off
the tourist radar.

Traditional pubs, cozy cafés, and small stalls
serving creative cuisine make it a must-visit
destination for food lovers. The area was
once home to a large Turkish and Cypriot
community, a legacy that has left a (deli-
cious) mark on the local food scene.
Furthermore, the neighborhood holds the
record for the highest number of small fes-
tivals, so no matter when you visit, there is
a good chance you will stumble upon a cel-
ebration.



KYATYPHO HACAEACTBO, MY3UKA
I BUHQ.B IOAWHATA HA CTPYMA

AHmuueH 2pag Xepaknes CuHmuka Beue ce Hanaza kamo Hau-ampakmuB-
Hama cueHa 3a Bucoko uskycmBo u kyamypa B8 lozozanagHa Bvazapus. B
kyamypHama cu noAumuka, ObwuHa Mempuu u Vicmopuuecku myseu MMe-
mpuu pa3BuBam npozpamMa 3a nonyadpusupaHe Ha obekma upe3 mMHoXe-
cmBo cbbumus u cpewu ¢ kyamypama u pasaudHume BugoBe uskycmBo.
Knacuuecka mysuka, gkaz cmaHgapmu u umnpoBusauuu, 3aegHo ¢ kuHo,
meamup u pomozpadus cpewam nybaukama, kosmo Beue e BneuamaeHa
om uskalouumenHama apxeonozusi 8 nogHokuemo Ha xbAMa Koxkyx. AHmuu-
Husm gpag omHoBo okuBaBa BvB Bcska cpewa ¢ Boazapcku u cBemoBHuU
mBopuu. CueHama Ha Xepaknes gaBa waHc u BvamokHocm 3a ussBa u Ha
MAagu mBopuu, koumo menbpBa cu nponpaBsm nom.

W Bcuuko moBa 8 komnaHusma Ha BuHomo om [oAuHama Ha p. Cmpyma.

Tyk BuHonpou3BogcmBomo e kyamypHo HacaegcmBo, koemo mpaku, ma-
kegoHu u pumasiHu ca Hu 3aBewanu. B paloHa ce omeaexkga copmbm LLu-
poka menHuwka A03s — eHgemuueH copm, koumo mpakume pa3BuBam u
omaaexkgam npegu noBeue om 2000 2oguHu. [iHec mecmHume BuHeHu u36u
npogb/arkaBam mesu mpaguuuu.

B Hauanomo Ha OkmomBpu cpewa Ha Xepakaes Cuimuka cu gaBam Bcuuku
BuHapcku uszbu om [doAuHama Ha p. Cmpyma. MecmHa xpaHa, xy6aBo BuHo
u npekpacHa My3uka, 3aegHo ¢ apm pabomuAHuuu, 0bpasoBamenHu cpewu
u usnokbu we nocmaBam Havanomo Ha BuHeHus decmuBan ,Bkycom Ha
mpaguuuume*.

AnmuueH 2pag Xepakaes Cuimuka BuHazu uma c kakBo ga usHeHaga noce-
mumeAume cu ¢ ukuBaBaHus u emouuu omBbg ouakBaHomo.

CULTURAL HERITAGE, MUSIC
AND WINE IN THE S‘TRUMA VALLEY

The ancient city of Heraclea Sintica is increasingly establishing itself as one
of the most at-tractive venues for art and culture in southwestern Bulgaria. As
part of its cultural policy, the Municipality of Petrich and the Petrich Historical
Museum have developed a pro-gramme to promote the site through a variety of
events and encounters with culture and different forms of art.

Classical music, jazz standards and improvisations, together with cinema, the-
atre and pho-tography, are presented to an audience already impressed by the
exceptional archaeologi-cal heritage at the foot of Kozhuh Hill. The ancient city
comes to life once again with every encounter with Bulgarian and international
artists. The stage at Heraclea Sintica also offers young and emerging artists the
opportunity to perform and establish themselves.

STRUMA VALLEY WIMES PRESEMTS 4
A TASTIE ETRARITIO MY
WINE FEST

R

GEIAREN k)

And all of this takes place alongside the wines of the Struma River Valley. Here,
winemaking is a cultural heritage passed down to us by the Thracians, Mace-
donians and Romans. The region is home to the Broad-Leaved Melnik Vine,
an endemic grape variety that was culti-vated and developed by the Thracians
more than 2,000 years ago. Today, local wineries continue this tradition.

At the beginning of October, all the wineries from the Struma River Valley will
gather at Heraclea Sintica. Local food, fine wine and wonderful music, together
with art workshops, educational events and exhibitions, will mark the beginning
of the “Taste of Traditions” wine festival.

The ancient city of Heraclea Sintica always has something new to surprise its
visitors with, offering experiences and emotions that go beyond expectations.




BUICOKI TOHOBE

Necemme Hal-gobpu necHu 3a noAem,
nogbpaHu om paguo Bulgaria On Air

My3ukama BuHazu e Hal-gobpomo cpegcmBo — He3aBucumo gaAu ce bopume ¢ npumec-
HEHUemo Cu OM AemeHemo, CoC ckykama uAu ¢ XopkaHemo om CocegHama ceganka. 10
NecHu, koumo He camo 3Byyam NpuAMHO B camoAema, HO U Ca MeMamu4HO YMECMHU.

10. ELTON JOHN - Rocket Man
Bokaaume u nuaHomo Ha maagus EamoH kon u mekem, BgoxHoBex om Pel bpeg6opu,
kolimo onucBa uyBcmBama Ha acmpoHaBm npegu noaem go Mapc — kakBo noBeue uckame?

9. JOE COCKER - Up where we belong
HesabpaBuma kaacuka om no3abpaBetus Beue "Oduuep u gkeHmobamMeH". Cnopeg mekcma
Ao6oBma moxke ga Bu usguere go opaume. Ako numame Hac, ¢ 6uaem e no-CuzypHo.

8. U2 - Elevation

Hue cme om nypucmume, cnopeg koumo caeg 1996 U2 ce npogagoxa Ha komepcuaausma.
Ho Hama kak ga usmukame moBa eHepauyHo napye, 8 4uimo kaun noaumam gopu nokynku-
me Ha boHo.

7. PINK FLOYD — Learning to Fly

Mapuemo, ¢ koemo [ledB Muamop gokasa a) ue Pink Floyd 2u 6uBa gopu 6e3 Pogikop
Yomupc, u 6) ye 3a egHa pokaBesga e 3agbmkumeao ga uskapa nuaomceku kypc (moi
uskapa ueau mpu).

6. LENNY KRAVITZ - Fly Away
Had-2oaemuam xum Ha AeHu e Aeko onemHeH om yyacmuemo cu 8 pekaamume Ha
koHkypeHuuama om Southwest Airlines, Ho mo3u nom we cu 3amBopum o4ume.

5. TOM PETTY - Learning to Fly

Kakmo BuHazu, Tom ycnaBa om yemupu npocmu akopga U Wwena npocmu gymu ga HanpaBu
3anomHAwa ce nece (I'm learning to fly but | ain't got wings / Coming down is the hardest
thing).

4. IRON MAIDEN - Aces High

BceBbamoXkHU Ae2eHgU Ha poka umam napye ¢ moBa ume u aBuauuoHHa memamuka — om
Blue Oyster Cult go Motorhead. 1136paxme Iron Maiden, 3awomo Bceku MoXe ga nee U gpbH-
ka Ha kumapa, Ho camo Bpyc [ukuHcoH ymee ga Aemu ¢ Boeing 757.

3. LIGHTHOUSE FAMILY - High
Manko AupuyHo omkaoHeHue caeg moakoBa MHo20 pok. U myk u3BucAaBaHemo cmaBa He
CbC CamMoAem, a CbC cuaama Ha Alobo-
Bma, Ho HuWo — mbkmo e Bpeme ga ce
ycMuxHeme Ha cmioapgecama.

—

2. ROLLING STONES —

Get Off Of My Cloud

KakBa mu aBuauusa: Muk nee kak
HAkakvB 4oBek npekpayua npes
6ankoHa My Ha 98-ua emax u my
obewaa 5 aupu, ako uzBagu cowius
npax 3a npaHe. Ho gopu ga neewe
3a kpaBuuku u gemeauHu, nak
wewle ga Baese 8 masu kaacauus.

1. FRANK SINATRA -

Fly Me to the Moon

Llanama Ko3a Hocmpa ce ymuas-
Bawe om Qpank Cutampa, kakBo
ocmaBa 3a Hac. bb3 OAgpuH A
cAywauwe, gokamo kauawe Ha
Nynama. Hama Hyxga ga kasBame
HUWO noBeuve.
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HIGH NOTES

The ten best songs for flying, selected
by Bulgaria On Air radio

Music is always the best remedy—whether you're battling a fear of flying, boredom, or the
snoring coming from the seat next to you. Here are 10 songs that not only sound great on a
plane but are also thematically fitting.

10. ELTON JOHN — Rocket Man
Young Elton John’s vocals and piano, combined with lyrics inspired by Ray Bradbury
describing an astronaut’s feelings before a flight to Mars—what more could you ask for?

9. JOE COCKER - Up Where We Belong

An unforgettable classic from the now somewhat forgotten film *An Officer and a Gentle-
man*. The lyrics suggest love can lift you up where the eagles soar. If you ask us, though, a
plane ticket is a surer bet.

8. U2 - Elevation

We belong to the camp of purists who believe U2 sold out to commercialism after 1996.
Yet, there’s no way we could leave out this energetic track—the music video even features
Bono’s shopping bags taking flight.

7. PINK FLOYD - Learning to Fly

The track with which David Gilmour proved a) that Pink Floyd could still cut it without
Roger Waters, and b) that a rock star really ought to take a pilot training course (he actually
completed three).

6. LENNY KRAVITZ — Fly Away
Lenny’s biggest hit is slightly tarnished by its use in commercials for the competition—
Southwest Airlines—but we’re willing to turn a blind eye this time.

5. TOM PETTY — Learning to Fly

As always, Tom manages to craft a memorable song out of just four simple chords and
a handful of simple words ("I'm learning to fly but | ain't got wings / Coming down is the
hardest thing").

4. IRON MAIDEN - Aces High

All sorts of rock legends have a track with this name and an aviation theme—from Blue QOys-
ter Cult to Motdrhead. We chose Iron Maiden because anyone can sing and strum a guitar,
but only Bruce Dickinson knows how to fly a Boeing 757.

3. LIGHTHOUSE FAMILY - High

A brief lyrical detour after so much rock.
Here, the ascent happens not by plane
but through the power of love—but
that’s fine; it’s the perfect moment to
smile at the flight attendant.

2. ROLLING STONES -

Get Off Of My Cloud

So much for aviation: Mick sings about
a guy stepping onto his 98th-floor
balcony and promising him five pounds
if he produced a specific laundry
detergent. But even if he were singing
about cows and clover, he’d still have
made this list.

1. FRANK SINATRA -

Fly Me to the Moon

Even the entire Cosa Nostra went soft for
- Frank Sinatra, so it's no wonder we do

too. Buzz Aldrin listened to it while land-

ing on the Moon. Need we say more?
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busHec nbmyBaHusa u kopnopamuBHU ycAyau

* YnpaBaeHue Ha busHec nbmyBaHus
+ KopnopamuBHu cbbumus
+ KoH®epeHyuu, 0bydeHust u mutMOuAguHaU

+ CaMoAemHU BuAemu, xomeAu U mpaHcbepu

-~




HAN-ABTOPUTETHUAT U3TOYHUK
HA BUSHEC U PUHAHCOBA
MHOPOPMALIMA Y HAC
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LING THERMAL WATERS URIES-OLD NATURE - PREMIUM ACCOMMODATIONS

' -
| ‘fook your autumn escape at:
visitstconstamtie.bg

Sts. Constantine and Helena Resort | Varna | Bulgaria| 0700 70 799

VILLA
CHINKA @ @ PRIMORSKI

—— HOTEL — ASTOR GARDEN AZALIA HOTEL & SHOPPING CENTER
Sts. Constantine and Helena Resort — HOTEL — ensana e
stantine and Helena

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
AQUAHOUSE HOTEL
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Hau-nonyAsspHama Hanumka Ha nAaHemama - U € ¢ ganeu
no-6ozama u kypuogHa ucmopus
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pe3 cnegBawume gecemuaemus

kapemo moxe uyBcmBumenHo ga

nockbnHe u ga cmaHe AykcosHa

cmoka. Tas3u mpauHa npozHo3a e
HanpaBeHa B nocaegHus gokaag Ha OOH 3a
npomeHume B kaumama. AHaauzbm e gocma
obemucm, npeuuseH u ce npaBu BegHvXk Ha
cegeM 20guHu, kamo obeguHsiBa ycuaus Ha
yyueHu om usa cBam. 3apagu kaumamuyHume
npomeHu npou3BogcmBomo Ha kade B Hakou
Bogewu cmpaHu kamo Mekcuko u Emuonus e
cnagHano 3HavyumenHo. Ako npozHo3ama Ha-
ucmuHa ce cbbgHe, B8 bvgewe mMoXke ga ce
ouyakBa 3acuneH uHmepec kom uvas.

MUCTUYHATA U3TOYHA HAMUTKA, npu-
2omBeHa om ¢uHUME AUCMEHUa Ha 4YaeHus
xpacm (Camellia sinesis) cbc cuaypHocm
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NCTEH
ONTO CHAOTHXA
BETA

Ha bbp3us Bbaxog Ha kadpemo, yaam cu ocmaBa

AT

3acaykaBa moBa BHumaHue - He camo 3apa-
gu obogpsBawus cu Bkyc u MHo206poUHUME
3gpaBocnoBHU NOA3U, HO U 3apagu HeuHama
gbA2a U UHMepecHa ucmopus, 0BUAHO Han-
AacmeHa ¢ peAu2uo3Hu u cBemcku pumyaau,
kyamypa, ukoHomuka u noaumuka.

Kamo Bceku npogykm c gpeBHa ucmopus u
obwupHa 2eozpadus, NPou3xogbm Ha uas e
obzbpHam om pasAuvyHU Aez2eHgu. Cnopeg
Hal-nonyAspHama mou e omkpum cAy4yauHo
npegu okono 5000 zoguHu om kumauckus
umnepamop LlleH HyH. Mo Bpeme Ha Hskak-
Bo nbmyBaHe, gokamo npeBapsBan Boga 3a
nueHe, 8 yawama my nagHanu HskakBu Auc-
meHua. Mimnepamopbm xapecan HoBus Bkyc.
Taka 6ua omkpum yasm u npe3 caegBauiume
BekoBe My B6uAo nucaHO nocmeneHHO ga ce
HacmaHu 8 6uma u kyamypama Ha WM3moka

u 3anaga, ga cmaHe u3mouHuk Ha BgbxHo-
BeHue, Ha ecmemuuecku u dunocodcku npo-
3peHus uau noBog 3a BouHu u noAaumuuecku
BoAHeHus.

N3MNOA3BAH NMbPBOHAYAAHO KATO AE-
KAPCTBO, okono Il - | Bek npegu Xpucma mou
Beue e bun mopzoBcka cmoka, a caeg VI Bek
CcmaHaA wupoko pasnpocmpaHeHa Hanumka
8 Kumau. Mo cbwomo Bpeme 6ua nosHam B
Kopes, NHgus u AnoHus, Ho ocmaBaa 3amBo-
peH cpeg couuanHus cAol Ha Bygucmkume
MoHacu. Pa3npocmpaHeHuemo My Ha 3anag
ABHO e buno Heobpamum npouec. B 3anagHa
EBpona ce e nosBun kom kpas Ha XVI Bek u
Hez2oBume nbpBu Meguamopu buau xoraHgcku
u nopmyzancku mopsuu. B AHzaus cmuzHan
okono cpegama Ha XVII Bek, Ho myk my npeg-
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cmosno ga uzpae BakHa poas B >kuBoma Ha
gopkaBama. Tou mBbpge 6bp30 3aBragsn He
camo Bucokume couuanHu caoeBe, Ho U npoc-
moaloguemo. Mexkgy 1699 u 1708 BHocbm ce
yBeAauuun wecm nomu - om 40 000 Ha 240
000 ¢yHma 2oguwHo, koemo npegonpegeAnu-
AO He camo pumyaAHOmo My npucbcmBue BbB
BcekugHeBuemo, HO u cepuo3Hama My poas B
ukoHomukama u noAaumukama.

“Tasu Bv3xumumenHa Hanumka npumups-
Ba Mbkeme ¢ mpeaBeHocmma”, ombeaasBa
aHaaulckusm cBeweHuk [koH OBuHezmbH
(XVIII Bek). “LLlacmauB com, ye He cbm ce
pogun npegu uvas”, kazBa HezoBusm koneza
u cbBpemeHHuk CugHu Cmum. BeposmHo 6e3
He2o AHzAus wewe gbA2o ga mbHe B oHoBa
6eamMeme>kHo nusHcmMBo, No3Hamo om Hsakou
kapmuHu Ha Yuasm Xozapm. “KakuB goBepe-

Huk cmana yauHukoem, omkakmo moBa He>kHo
pacmeHue HaBaese cpeg Hac, konko mpene-
pewu ycmHu ca ce ycnokosBaau om Hezo”,
nuwe Yuaav Tekepu.

KATO BCAKO HOBOBbBEAEHUWE uasm oc-
BeH Bb3amop>keHU nouumameAu uman u cBou-
me npomuBHuuu. Mpe3 1756 aHaAautckusm
nbmewecmBeHuk [PkoyHac XeHyel nyb6Au-
kyBan “Ece 3a uas, pasanexkgaH kamo Bpe-
geH 3a 3gpaBemo, npeuka 3a uHgycmpusma
u Bogew, go ocupomawaBaHe Ha Hapoga”, B8
koemo nuwe, ye om He2o Mvkeme 2ybsm
omkobm ocaHka u npuBaekameaHocm, a >keHu-
me - omkbm kpacoma. Ta3u cmpaHHa oueHka
egBa Au bu ce 3anoMHuAa, ako cowusm YoBek
He bewe cBvp3aH C owe HeWo munuyHo bpu-
mancko. TBopgu ce, Ye MOYHO MOU € 3aHECHA

nopBus yagop B AoHgoH om [Mepcus.

3a kpanuua Bukmopus ce paskasBa kak, npe-
gu ga HaBobpwu noAHOAemMue, mpsbBaro ga
cna3Ba nypumaHckume kanpusu Ha HskakBa
2yBepHaHmka, kosmo cmsmana uyas u yeme-
Hemo Ha BecmHuk “Taumc” 3a camaHuHcku
3aHumaHusi. Muz caeg kopoHauusma cu Maa-
gama kpaAuua cu nopbyana yawa yad u no-
cAegHus bpou Ha BecmHuka. MopBume U gymu
caeg moBa buau: “Ceesa 3Ham, Ye HaucmuHa
ynpaBasBam.”

“Koakomo u cmpaHHo ga 3Byyu, go gHec uo-
BeuecmBomo cu e gano cpewga camo B ua-
wama yau. ToBa e eguHcmBeHama aszuamcka
uepemoHus, kosmo 3acaykeHo ce pagBa Ha
Bceobwa nouum. Beausm yoBek ce HagcmuBa
Hag Hawama peAugus u HpaBu, Ho 6e3 koae-
baHue e npuen kadeHukaBama meuHocm”,
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nuwe npegu eguH Bek snoHeubm Kakygso
Okakypa B cBosma “KHueza 3a uas”. Cnopeg
He2o yausambm (kyamvm kbm uas) npegcma-
BasBa ucmuHckus gyx Ha usmouHama gemo-
kpauus, a uepemoHusma okono HezoBomo
npuzomBaHe, nogHacfHe U nueHe e uspas
Ha egHa MopaAnHa 2eomempus, gokoakomo
onpegeAs Hawus ycem 3a Nponopuus cnps-
Mo BceneHama. Yasm, gonbaBa Okakypa, e
AUWEH oM apoz2aHmHocmma Ha BuHomo, om
cmecHumeAHocmma Ha kadpemo u npecmope-
Hama HeBuHHocm Ha kakaomo.

NCTUHCKATA YAEHA LIEPEMOHUMA (uago)
B8 AnoHus npogbakaBa okono uemupu uvaca
u ocBeH nueHe Ha uvau BkalouBa u xpaHeHe.
Camama uepemoHuUsi HOCU gyX Ha CMupeHue
u HacouBa BHumaHuemo Ha 2ocmume Bbpxy
kpacomama Ha npocmu Hewa kamo cBemau-
Hama, 3Byka Ha Bogama, naambka Ha gopBe-
Hume BvaneHu, uspabomkama u pucyHkume
Bopxy uyalHuka uau uyawume. Pa3zoBopume
ce Bopmsam okono makuBa memu. Mpukasku
3a noAaumuka uAu pasHu 6umoBu gpamu ca
uskaloueHu. MucmuyHama cv3epuameAHocm,
kosmo onpegens aypama Ha u4as Ha u3mok,
Ha 3anag e nogMeHeHa om pauuoHaAHOCM U
npazMamusoMm.

Taka yasm e cmaHan yHuBepcanHa Hanumka,
kom kosmo Miamokom u 3anagbm ¢ meueHue Ha
Bpememo ca ce okasanu egHakBo npuBvp3aHu,
HO ca pa3amBopunau B Hez2o cBoemo pasAuyHO
omHoweHue kom cBema u >kuBoma. B Kumau
u AnoHus moU e ueHmbp Ha egHa MHO20NAa-
cmoBa kyamypa, HamoBapeHa ¢ ¢dunrocopcko-
peAu2uo3Hu u emuko-ecmemuuecku BHyweHus.
B AHznus mol gaBa pumbM Ha geHst upes SCHO
pasgpaHuvaBaHe Ha uHmepBaaume mexXgy cy-
mpewHus, 0begHusi, caegobegHus (five o’clock)
u BeuepHus uau. OcBeH moBa e npeBbpHam B
UeHmMbP Ha egHa couuanHa koopguHamHa cuc-
mema u mspka 3a gucmaHuus cnopeg moBa
koge cu nokaHeH u kvge Hama ga 6bgew no-
kaHeH Ha ual. Ynompebama my e 06Bbp3aHa
¢ kanpusHa emukeuus - yauHukem ce gopXku ¢
mpu npvcma, yawama ce Bguza 3aegHO C uu-
Huukama, pa36bpkBa ce 6e3wymHo, nbpBo ce
HanuBa uasm, a nocae masko, HO npegu moBa
ce cAaza 3axapma u mo Ha byuku, AuMoHbm ce
Hapsa3Ba Ha mbHku ¢uaulku u maka Hamamok.
Cna3BaHemo uAu HapywaBaHemo Ha me3u npa-
Buna Bausie Bopxy nocokama Ha gBwkeHue u
ckopocmma Ha couuaAHusi acaHCcbop.

B Pycus yasam e pogua camoBapa kamo 6umoB
3Hak He npocmo Ha cemeuHama u gyweBHa
XapMOHUS, HO U Ha OHa3u HenogBAaacmHa Ha
mouHuU geduHuuuu ncuxuuyecka Haznaca, kos-
mo nucameAume Hapuuyam pycka gywa. B
OpueHma uasm e mspka 3a 2ocmonpuemcmBo
u bAazonoayuue.

TAKA HAPEYEHUTE ,,ONMUYMHU* BOWHU
mexkgy 1840 u 1860 BcowHocm ca buAu ua-
eHu BolUHu. Mo moBa Bpeme BpumaHckama
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ukoHomuka Beue e 6una cuaHO 3aBucuma
om masu kumaucka cmoka, a mobpzoBusma
npegnoAazana npeHacsHe Ha O2POMHU Cymu
no Mope, koemo om egHa cmpaHa buao puc-
koBaHo, a om gpyza, mokeno ga npegu3Bu-
ka ¢uHaHcoB konanc. WMamouHouHguuckama
komnaHus Hamepuaa peweHue, kamo cv3gana
nAaHmauuu 3a onuym B WHgus u npeBovpHa-
Aa mo3u npogykm B pasmeHHo cpegcmBo npu
mbpzoBusma ¢ yad. Kumauckume umnepamo-
pu onumaau ga npegnassm cBoume nogaHuuu
om koBapcmBomo Ha eBponeuckume “gsBo-
AU”, HO onumume uM 2u u3npaBuau npeg gy-
Aama Ha aHaauucku u dpeHcku opbgus.

Mo Bpeme Ha OnuymHume BouHu ce paxga
u bpumaHckusm pumyan five o’clock. ToBa
e cmaHano B canoHume Ha AHa, gykecama
Ha Begdopg. Cregobeg brazopogHama gama
oznagHaBana u yasm covc caHgBuuu u caagku
Bun Hewo kamo npegmocmue koM Beuepsama.
MopBoHauanHo 20 nogHacsau B uemupu, a He
B nem vaca.

3apagu uas AHzaus 3azybuna cBoume kono-
Huu B Awmepuka. N3BecmHomo “BocmbHcko
nueHe Ha vau” npe3 gekemBpu 1773 e npenlo-
gus kom Bounama 3a HesaBucumocm. TozaBa
2HeBHUmMe 6oCcmbHUU nomonuAu 227 moHa
yau B8 npucmaHuwemo 3apagu HeNnoCuAHoO Bu-
cokume muma, HanoXkeHu om AoHgoH. Taka
npeg nepcnekmuBama ga nue ckon yau Amve-
puka usbpana cBobogama.

YAOBOACTBUETO OT YAA E CBbP3AHO
¢ Hakonko npaBuaa. MopBomo e xyb6aB uau.
Mma gecemku pasHoBugHocmu cnopeg npo-
usxoga, Bpememo 3a bpaHe, mexHoAo2usma
Ha npou3BogcmBo u xapakmepa Ha bAeHga.
3a ygobcmBo ca cucmemamusupaHu B8 Hs-
koako 2pynu. MNMpu 3eAeHus yau AucmeHuama
ca uscyweHu, 6e3 ga ¢depmeHmupam. Mpu
uepHus xapakmepbm Ha Bkyca e nocmue-
Ham upe3 pepmeHmauus. ima u yacmuyHo
depmeHmupanu MexXkguHHu BugoBe kamo
oolong, >kbAm, uepBeH u 6. MoHamus kamo
Darjeeling, Assam u Orange pekoe o3Haua-
Bam npousxog, a English breakfast, Princes
of Wales, Earl Gray ca HaumeHoBaHus Ha
6AeHgoBe. MpaBuaHusm u3bop e Bbnpoc Ha
Bkyc. Mo-cBemaume yauoBe umam no-puHu
apomamu, a xyb6aBusm uepeH uyau Bcouwi-
Hocm e cBemba, kakmo u npu xy6aBus 3eneH
AUuCmeHuama cmosim kamo nopbCeHu ¢ bsA
npaweu.

Bmopomo ycnaoBue e nopuenaHoB ualHuk c
kanaue u obem okoao 500 muAauAumpa, ako
cam we cu 20 nueme. 3a Bcska vawa ce no-
cmaBam okono 2 2pama (4aeHa AvXuuka u
noAoBuHa) yal. Bogama mpsa6Ba ga e npsc-
Ha, kamo memnepamypama e om ocobeHo
3HaueHue. lMpu 3eneHume uauoBe nogxogs-
wama e mexXgy 70 u 80 zpagyca, a npu uep-
Hume — okono 90. Bpememo 3a 3anapBaHe -
okono 2-3 muHymu. H



LIKB Cuaa

NEeHCUOHHOOCU2YPUMEAHO
akuuoHepHo gpykecmBo

C 2puxa 3a Bac!

MN3BEP NMNOAL ,,LIKB-CUAA*:

NMbPBOTO YYPEAEHO B BbArAPUA MEHCUOHHOOCUTYPUTEAHO APY>XECTBO MPE3 OEBPYAPU 1994 T.
KbM 30.06.2026 2. — C HAl 400 XUAAOW KAMIEHTW 11 HAL 1.43 MUAVAPOA EBPO (2.80 MUAVAPLOA AEBA)
YMNPABAABAHWN HETHW AKTVBW BbB OOHOOBETE ,LIKE-CUAA“ (QAHHN HA KOH: WWW.FSC.BG).
N3NAALLA MEHCUN OT AOBPOBOAEH MEHCVNOHEH ®OHA OT MAPT 1996 I'.,

OT 2019 I'. USNAALLA MEHCUWN OT MPOMECNOHAAEH NMEHCNOHEH ®OHA,

OT OKTOMBPU 2021 I'. USMAALLUA NMOX>XN3HEHN NEHCUA N PA3CPOYEHW MNMAALLAHNA
HA OCUT'YPEHU AULIA B YHUBEPCAAEH NEHCUOHEH ®OHA.

*lMocoyeHume pe3yamamu HaMam no Heobxogumocm Bpb3ka ¢ bbgewiu peyAmamu.

1113 Codus, 6yA. ,Llapuepagcko woce” 87, KnueHmcku ueHmbp - mea.: 0700 11 322; email: office @ccb-sila.com; www.ccb-sila.com



THE LEAVES THAT BROUGHT
THE WORLD TOGETHER

Despite the rapid rise of coffee, tea remains the most popular beverage on the planet—
and boasts a far richer and more intriguing history

t is possible that coffee will become con-
siderably more expensive in the next dec-
ades and a luxury product. This gloomy
prognosis was made in the last UN report
on climate change. The analysis is quite large,
precise and is completed once every seven
years by uniting scientists from all over the
world. Due to climate change, coffee produc-
tion in some leading countries, such as Mexico
and Ethiopia, has decreased considerably. If
the forecast really is true, we might expect a
growing interest toward tea in the future.

THE MYSTICAL EASTERN DRINK, prepared
from the fine leaves of the tea plant (Camel-
lia Sinesis) surely deserves this attention — not
only because of its refreshing taste and nu-
merous health benefits, but also because of its
long and interesting history, its abundant use
with religious and secular rituals, and its place
in culture, economics and politics.

By YASSEN BOYCHEYV / Photography iSTOCK

Like any other product with an ancient history
and extensive geography, there are different
legends about the origin of tea. According to
the most popular legend, it was discovered by
chance about 5,000 years ago by the Chinese
Emperor Shen Nung. During a journey, while
boiling potable water, some leaves fell in his
cup. The emperor liked this new taste. Thus,
tea was discovered and in the following cen-
turies it became part of the life and culture of
the East and West, and has become a source
of inspiration, of aesthetic and philosophical
insights, and the reason for wars and political
unrest.

INITIALLY USED AS MEDICINE in the 2nd
-1st century BC, it was already a commercial
good and after the 8th century it became the
most wide-spread drink in China. At the same
time, it was known in Korea, India and Japan,
but remained a secret in the social circle of
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the Buddhist monks. Its distribution toward the
West was obviously an irreversible process. In
Western Europe it arrived at the end of the 16th
century and its first mediators were Dutch and
Portuguese sailors. It came to England around
the middle of the 17th century, but here it was
going to play an important role in people‘s lives.
It quickly conquered not only the high social
circles, but also the common people. Between
1699 and 1708, import increased six fold, from
40,000 to 240,000 pounds annually, which pre-
determined not only the ritual presence in eve-
ryday life, but also its serious role in economy
and politics.

»This delightful drink reconciles men with sobri-
ety”, the English chaplain John Ovington (18th
century) pointed out. ,I’'m happy | wasn’t born
before tea“, his colleague and contemporary
Sydney Smith said. Without it, England would
probably live in that uneventful drunkenness,
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known from some paintings by William Hogarth,
for a long time. ,The teapot has become such
a trusted friend since this tender plant started
living with us. So many tremulous lips have
been calmed by it“, William Thackeray wrote.

LIKE ANY OTHER INNOVATION, besides en-
thusiastic fans, tea had its opponents as well.
In 1756, the English traveler Jonas Hanway
published ,Essay on Tea“, where he wrote that
tea was ,harmful to health, an obstacle for the
industry and leading to people’s impoverish-
ment“. He also thought that it was the reason
that men lost their figure and attractiveness,
and women lost their beauty. This strange
evaluation would hardly be remembered if the
same person were not connected to something
typically British. It is claimed that he took the
first umbrella to London from Persia.

They say that Queen Victoria, before coming
of age, had to observe the Puritan whims of
a nanny who considered tea and reading The
Times satanic activities. A moment after her
coronation the young Queen asked for a cup
of tea and the last issue of the newspaper. Her
first words after that were, ,Now | really know
I'm ruling”.

»As strange as it may sound, to this day man-
kind has met only in a cup of tea. This is the
only Asian ceremony that deservedly enjoys
universal respect. White man mocks our reli-
gion and manners but without hesitation has
accepted the brownish liquid”, the Japanese
Kakuzo Okakura wrote a century ago in his
~Book of Tea“. According to him, teaism (cult
of tea) is the real spirit of Eastern democracy
and the ceremony around its preparation, serv-
ing and drinking is an expression of a moral
geometry, as far as it defines our sense of
proportion toward the universe. Tea, Okakura
added, is derived from the arrogance of wine,
the shyness of coffee and the pretended in-
nocence of cocoa.

THE REAL TEA CEREMONY (Chado) in Japan
lasts about four hours and besides drinking
tea, it includes eating as well. The ceremony
brings a spirit of humbleness and directs the
guests’ attention to the beauty of simple things
like light, the sound of water, the flame of the
charcoal, the make and drawings on the tea-
pot or the cups. Conversations revolve around
these topics. Talk of politics or everyday life are
not permitted. Mystical contemplativeness that
defines the aura of tea in the East, in the West
it is replaced by rationalism and pragmatism.

Thus, tea became a universal drink that the
East and the West, as well, gradually became
equally fond of over time, but with their differ-
ent attitude toward life and the world. In China
and Japan it is the center of a diverse culture
loaded with philosophical-religious and ethical-

esthetic suggestions. In England it gives the
rhythm of the day through a clear distinction of
the intervals between morning, lunch, 5 o’clock
and evening tea. Besides, it has been turned
into the center of a social coordinate system
and a measurement of distance in accordance
to where you would and would not be invited to
tea. Its consumption is linked with a whimsical
etiquette: the teapot is held with three fingers,
the cup is lifted together with the saucer, it is
stirred quietly, tea is poured first, then the milk,
but before that sugar is added — lump sugar
— the lemon is cut in thin slices and so on.
Observing or breaking those rules influences
the direction and the speed of the social lift.

In Russia, samovar was born as a life sign, not
only of the family and spiritual harmony, but
also of the mental state, free of definitions,
known as Russian Soul. In the Orient, tea is
a measurement of hospitability and prosperity.

THE OPIUM WARS between 1840 and 1860
were, in fact, tea wars. At that time, the British
economy was significantly dependent on this
Chinese good and trade suggested transport-
ing huge amounts by sea, which was risky on
the one hand, and could cause a financial col-
lapse on the other. The East India Company
found a solution by making opium plantations in
India and turned this product into a medium of
exchange in tea trade. The Chinese emperors
tried to protect their subjects from the insidi-
ousness of the European “devils”, but their at-
tempts left them at the gun point of English and
French cannons.

During the Opium Wars, the British 5 o’clock
tea ritual appeared. It happened in the sitting-
room of Anna, the Duchess of Bedford. In the
afternoon the noble lady felt hungry and tea

with sandwiches and pastry was something like
a bridgehead to dinner. Initially they served it at
4 o‘clock, not at 5 o’clock.

England lost its colonies in America because
of tea. The famous Boston Tea Party in De-
cember 1773 was a prelude to the American
Revolutionary War. The then furious Bostonians
threw 227 tons of tea in the harbor in protest of
the impossibly high taxes imposed by London.
Thus, America chose freedom over drinking
expensive tea.

THE PLEASURE OF TEA IS CONNECTED to a
few rules. The first rule is good tea. There are
dozens of kinds with different origins, picking
times, production technology, and the nature of
the blend. For the sake of convenience, they
are systemized in several groups. For green
tea, the leaves are dried without fermentation,
while black tea‘s taste is achieved by fermenta-
tion. There are partially fermented kinds, such
as oolong, yellow, red, and white. The terms
Darjeeling, Assam and Orange Pekoe refer to
origin, and English Breakfast, Princes of Wales,
Earl Gray are the names of blends. The right
choice is a matter of taste. Lighter teas have
a finer aroma and a good black tea is actually
light, just as the leaves of the good green tea
look as if they were covered with white pollen.

The second rule is you must have a China
teapot with a lid and a volume of about 500
milliliters, if it is just for one person. About 2
grams (teaspoon and a half) of tea are added
for each cup. The water must be fresh and the
temperature is essential. For green tea the suit-
able water temperature is between 70 and 80
degrees Celsius, but for black teas it should be
90 degrees. It takes about 2-3 minutes to make
that perfect cup. l
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BE3rPMXXHU NOAETH
3A MAAKM MEMTATEAM

* C ,Bbvazapus Evp”
caMocmosimeAHOmMo nbmyBaHe
Ha Bawemo geme npomuua kompopmHo
u 6e32pukHo. Cayrkumea 20 npugpykaBa
om check-in 2zuwemo go npegaBaHemo
My Ha nocpewaya.

* Ycay2ama e npuAoXuMa 3a Auua
Ha Bv3pacm om 3 go 18 2zoguHu.

* Heobxoguma e npegBapumeaAHa 4

3as88ka MuHumMyM 14 gHu
npegu noAem.

NMPUATEH NMPUATHU

bbArapua Ebp ’ MONET EMOLN

Hayuownanen llpecozeay www.air.bg

3a nbAHU nogpobHocmu u ycaoBuss nocememe www.air.bg @



MPABUAA 3A MNMPEBO3 HA BATAX
MO MNOAETUTE HA BbATAPUA EbP

Bcuuku nemHuuu Ha ,Boazapusa Evp” umam npaBo Ha npeBos Ha beanaameH poueH

6azavk 10 ke + gamcka uaHma/aanmon B caroHa. Bposm, meeaomo u pasmepume Ha No3BoAeHUs
peaucmpupaH bazaxk 3a Bceku nbmHuk 3aBucu om usbpaHama kaaca Ha nomyBaHe - busHec

uAu ukoHoMuuHa, kakmo u mapudama, no kosmo e usgageH burema. MpeBosbm Ha bazak no
pegoBHUME AUHUU € CbobpaseH u ¢ Hakou obuwiu npaBuaa u noaumukama Ha ,Boazapus Eop”
koumo mpsA6Ba ga umame npegBug. ABuokomnaHus ,Boazapus Evp* cna3Ba cucmemama PIECE
CONCEPT, 6a3upaHa Ha 6pos, mezaomo u pasmepume Ha pesucmpupaHus bazaxk.

BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE
ON BULGARIA AIR FLIGHTS

All passengers of Bulgaria Air are entitled to free carriage of cabin baggage

10 kg + personal item/laptop, as well depending on the chosen class of service and fare
to a checked baggage (in the luggage compartment of the airplane). Baggage
transportation on regular flights is based on some general rules and the policy of
Bulgaria Air, which you should consider. Bulgaria Air baggage policy complies with

the PIECE CONCEPT system based on the quantity, weight and dimensions of

the checked-in baggage.

PEFMICTPUPAH BATAX

Bceku nomHuk, 3akynua 6uaem no mapuda ¢ BkaloueH camo poueH bazax, uma
npaBo ga npeBo3u B kabuHama Ha camoarema 6e3nAamHo:

+ MkoHomuuHa kaaca: 1 6p. poueH bazaxk go 10 ke ¢ paamepu 55x40x23 cm
(cymapHa goakuHa go 118 cm)* u 1 6p. AuuHa Bew, (gamcka yaHma uAu Aanmon)

¢ pasmepu 40x30x15 cm. MakcumaaHomo o6wo meaao Ha gBama bazaka e 12 ke.
Mpu HagBuwaBaHe Ha gonycmumMama HopMa pbuHuam bazax we 6bge nocmaBeH
B HacaXkHOMO omgeAeHue Ha camoAema u we Bbgam npuAokeHu cmaHgapmHume
makcu 3a bazax.

*Cymama om BoHWHUMe pasmepu: go/kuHa + BucoyuHa + wupuHa (I+h+w).

[Mpu nemyBaHe om Hakos om epbukume gecmuHayuu (AmuHa u XepakAuoH)
peaucmpupaH bazaxk uau cBpbxbazaxk Moxke ga bbge 3agB8eH camo upes usgamensa
Ha bunema uau npes LleHmvpa 3a ob6caykBaHe Ha kaueHmu no umeda Ha
callfb@air.bg.

TAKCU 3A BATAX

MopBu 6pou pezucmpupax bazaxk (go 23 k2 u go 158 cm*):

- MpegBapumenHo 3aa6sBaHe: 50 EUR / 97.79 BGN 3a mexkgyHapogHu AuHuu; 30

EUR / 58.67 BGN 3a BompewHu AuHUU.

- 3asBaBaHe Ha Aemuwe: 70 EUR / 136.90 BGN 3a mexkgyHapogHu AuHuu; 50 EUR /
97.79 BGN 3a BompewHu AUHUU.

BackHu 6eaexkku:

+ B cayual Ha no-mexkok, No-o6emMeH UAU gONbAHUMEAEH pesucmpupaH bazax ce

npuAazam cmaHgapmHume ycaoBusa Ha Boazapusa Eop.

PezucmpupaH bazaxk moxke ga boge 3asB8eH oHAAUH B npoueca Ha pesepBauusd

Ha noArem, oHAAUH caeg udgaBaHe Ha buaem upes dyHkuusma "MpoBepka Ha

pesepBauuama" npes calilma UAU MOBUAHOMO NpuAdkeHue, upes LieHmbpa 3a

obcnaykBaHe Ha kaueHmu Ha callfb@air.bg, upes oducume Ha ABuokomnaHusma B

cmpaHama u 8 uy>kbuHa UAU upes3 azeHma, usgamea Ha buaema.

Cymama, gonaameHa 3a peaucmpupaH bazax 3a buaemu, usgageHu no mapuda

6e3 BkaloueH makoB, He nogaexku Ha Bb3cmaHoBsBaHe.

Mpumexkanuemo Ha kapmu CCB Club, kapma Visa Platinum om LIKB,

kobpaHgupaHa kapma om LIKE u Boazapusa Ebp, kakmo u 3namua kapma FLY

MORE He gaBa npaBo Ha be3anaameH peaucmpupaH bazaxk, koeamo buaemom e

usgageH no mapuda 6e3 BkaloueH makwoB.

*Cymama om BvHWHUMe pasMmepu: goAkuHa + BucoyuHa + wupuHa (I+h+w).

3a nomyBaHe om AoHgoH nocouyeHume makcu ce npeBarymupam 8 GBP; om
Lllopux - 8 CHF; om Tea ABuB - 8 USD cnpAamo kypca Ha Banymama B geHs Ha
3anrawaHe. llpu nemyBa+He om HAkoA om epbukume gecmuHayuu (AmuHa u
XepakauoH) peeucmpupaH bazaxk uau cBpbvxbazark moxke ga bvge 3adBeH camo
ypes uzgamens Ha bunema uau npea LleHmovpa 3a obcaykBaHe Ha knueHmu no
umean Ha callfb@air.bg.

TAPUOW C PETICTPUPAH BATAX

Bceku nomHuk, 3akynua 6uaem no mapuda c BkaloueH peeucmpupaH bazax, uma
npaBo ga npeBosu B bazaxkHomo omgeAneHue Ha camorema beanaameH Hazax,
kakmo cregBa:

MEXOYHAPOOHW 1 BbTPELLUHU AUHN

BusHec kaaca:

PvueH bazaxk: 2 6bpos ¢ obuwo meano go 15 ke (pasmepu 55x40x23 cm Beeku) u 1
6p. AuuHa Bew, (gamcka yaHma uau Aanmon) ¢ paamepu 40x30x15 cm.
PezucmpupaH bazaxk: 2 6posa go 32 ke u go 158 cm* Bceku.

MkoHoMuuHa kaaca:

PvueH bazaxk: 1 6pod go 10 ke ¢ pasmepu 55x40x23 cm (cymapHa gbakuHa go
118 cm)* u 1 6p. AuuHa Beuws (gamcka yaHma uau Aanmon) ¢ paamepu 40x30x15 cm.
MakcumaaHomo o6wo meano Ha gBama bazaxka e 12 ke.

PezucmpupaH 6azax: 1 6pol go 23 ke u go 158 cm*.

BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE ON BULGARIA AIR FLIGHTS

Every passenger travelling on a fare that includes hand baggage only is entitled to
carry the following in the aircraft cabin free of charge:

Economy Class: 1 piece of hand baggage up to 10 kg with dimensions up to
55x40x23 cm (sum of dimensions up to 118 cm)* and 1 personal item (handbag or
laptop bag) measuring up to 40x30x15 cm. The maximum combined weight of both
items is 12 kg. If these limits are exceeded, the hand baggage will be placed in the
hold and standard baggage fees will apply.

*The sum of the external dimensions: length + height + width (I+h+w). For travel
departing from Greek destinations (Athens and Heraklion), checked baggage or
excess baggage can only be requested through the ticket issuer or by contacting the
Customer Service Centre via email at callfb@air.bg.

BAGGAGE FEES

First piece of checked baggage (up to 23 kg and up to 158 cm*):

- Advance booking: EUR 50 / BGN 97.79 for international flights; EUR 30 / BGN 58.67
for domestic flights.

- Airport booking: EUR 70 / BGN 136.90 for international flights; EUR 50 / BGN 97.79
for domestic flights.

Important Notes:

In the event of heavier, oversized, or additional checked baggage, standard Bul-

garia Air terms and conditions apply.

Checked baggage can be booked online during the flight booking process, online

after ticket issuance via the "Manage Booking" / "Check Reservation" section on

the website or mobile app, through the Customer Service Centre at callfb@air.bg,

via airline offices in Bulgaria and abroad, or through the issuing travel agent.

Fees paid for checked baggage on tickets issued under a hand-baggage-only fare

are non-refundable.

Holding CCB Club cards, CCB Visa Platinum cards, CCB & Bulgaria Air co-branded

cards, or FLY MORE Gold cards does not entitle passengers to free checked bag-

gage when travelling on a hand-baggage-only fare.

*The sum of the external dimensions: length + height + width (I+h+w). For departures

from London, the fees above are converted into GBP; for Zurich, into CHF; and for

Tel Aviv, into USD, based on the exchange rate on the day of payment. For travel

departing from Greek destinations (Athens and Heraklion), checked baggage or

excess baggage can only be requested through the ticket issuer or by contacting the

Customer Service Centre via email at callfb@air.bg.

FARES INCLUDING CHECKED BAGGAGE
Every passenger purchasing a ticket under a fare that includes checked baggage is
entitled to carry free baggage in the aircraft hold as follows:

INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC FLIGHTS

Business Class:

Cabin baggage: 2 pieces with a combined weight of up to 15 kg (dimensions

55x40x23 cm each) and 1 personal item (handbag or laptop bag) measuring

40x30x15 cm.

« Checked baggage: 2 pieces up to 32 kg and 158 cm* each.

Economy Class:

- Cabin baggage: 1 piece up to 10 kg measuring 55x40x23 cm (sum of dimensions
up to 118 cm)* and 1 personal item (handbag or laptop bag) measuring 40x30x15
cm. The maximum combined weight of both items is 12 kg.

- Checked baggage: 1 piece up to 23 kg and up to 158 cm™*.

Exceptions

- FLY MORE Gold Cardholders: 2 pieces up to 23 kg and 158 cm* each.

- Tickets paid with a CCB VISA Platinum card: 2 pieces up to 23 kg and 158 cm*

each.



N3KAIOYEHNA

3namua kapma FLY MORE: 2 6pos no 23 ke u go 158 cm* Bceku.

3a bunemu, 3anaameHu ¢ kapma VISA Platinum om LIKB: 2 6pod no 23 ke u go
158 cm* Beeku.

3a buaemu, 3anaameHu ¢ kobpaHgupaHa kapma Bbazapus Evp u LKB: 2 6pos no
28 ke u go 158 cm* Beeku.

3a uneHoBe Ha npozpamama ,,CCB Club": 2 6pos no 23 ke u go 158 cm* Bceku.
Mopsuu: 2 6pos no 23 ke u go 158 cm* Beeku.***

Bebema (0-2 2oguHu): B cayual ue mapudpama, no kosmo e usgageH buaemom
Ha Bvb3pacmHusd, npugpy>kaBaw, 6eb6emo, no3BoaaBa 1 bpol pesucmpupaH bazaxk
go 23 ke, bebemo uma npaBo Ha 1 6pold peaucmpupaH bazaxk go 10 ke. MNpeBo3bm
Ha 6ebewku koauuku ce u3BopwBa GeanaamHo, Ho me caegBa 3agoAkumenHo

ga ce npegaBam u noayyaBam HenocpegcmBeHo npu kauBaHe/cAudaHe Ha/om
camoAema. ABuokoMmnaHusma He Hocu omzoBopHocm 3a wemu B8 pesdyamam Ha
mpaHcnopmupaHe no 6azakHume AeHmu B cayyad, ue koauukama He e npegageHa/
noAyyeHa Ha/om camoArema.

*Cymama om BvHWHUMe pasmepu: gbAkuHa + BucoyuHa + wupuHa (I+h+w).
lMemHukem moxe ga npeBo3Ba u noBeye om 6eanrnamHama Hopma bazaxk cpeuwly
gonNbAHUMEAHO 3anrauwaHe. Tpemu bazaxk ce makcyBa no makcama 3a mpemu
cBpvxbazark. Ako bunemume Bu ca 3annameHu B cauma Ha komnaHuama, kakmo
u B cayyaume Ha: npumexkaHue Ha 3namHa kapma FLY MORE, uneHcmBo 8
npoepamama CCB Club, uau 3a bunemu, 3annameHu ¢ kobpaHgupaHa kapma om
LIKE u Boaeapusa Evp uau kapma Visa Platinum om LIKB, e Heobxogumo ga ce
cBopkeme ¢ Hac Ha umeln callfb@air.bg 3a npeuszgaBaHe Ha bunema c npaBo Ha 2
6poAa peaucmpupaH bazax. ***3a ga ce Bb3norzBame om ycroBusma Hu 3a npeBos
Ha MopAuuU, e Heobxogumo buremvm ga bvge udgageH no cheyuaiHa MopAawka
mapuga. 3a noBeue uHpopmayusa u pesepBayus mokeme ga ce obbpHeme kbm
LleHmvpa 3a obcaykBaHe Ha knueHmu Ha umeda callfb@air.bg, opucume Ha
aBuokomnaHuama B8 cmpaHama u uy>k6uHa, kakmo u upes azeHmckama Mpexka.
Moas, umaume npegBug: MNMpumexkaHuemo Ha kapmu CCB Club, Visa Platinum om
LIKB, kobpaHgupaHa kapma om LIKBE u Boazapuda Evp, kakmo u 3rxamHa kapma
FLY MORE He gaBa npaBo Ha 6e3anaameH gonbAHUMEAEH pesucmpupaH bazaxk no
mapucda 6e3 bazaxk.

MNMpaBomo Ha gBa 6pos bazax 3a npumerkameau Ha 3aamHa kapma FLY MORE u
CCB Club u 3a 6buaemu, 3anaameHu ¢ kobpaHgupaHa kapma Boagapus Evp u LIKB,
kakmo u kapma Visa Platinum om LIKB, Baxku eguHcmBeHo 3a noaemu, npu koumo
onepupauw, npeBosBau e aBuokomnaHusa Boazapus Eop.

TAKCU 3A CBPBbXBATAX — MEXXOYHAPOOHU AUHA

+ 3a meano Ha Bazaxka mexkgy 23 ka u 32 ke:
- MpegBapumenHo 3aa6eH: 80 EUR / 156.46 BGN
+ 3anBeH Ha Aemuuwie: 100 EUR / 195.58 BGN

+ 3a 2oneMuHa Ha bazaka mexkgy 158 cm u 203 cm:
- MpegBapumenHo 3aa6eH: 80 EUR / 156.46 BGN
+ 3aaBeH Ha Aemuuwie: 100 EUR / 195.58 BGN

- 3a 2oneMuHa Ha bazadka mexgy 203 cm u 280 cm:
« MpegBapumenHo 3aa6eH: 120 EUR / 234.69 BGN
+ 3anBeH Ha Aemuuwie: 120 EUR / 234.69 BGN

- Bmopu pezucmpupaH 6azax (go 23 ke u 158 cm):
« 3asnBeH npegBapumenro: 70 EUR / 136.90 BGN
+ 3anBeH Ha Aemuuwie: 100 EUR / 195.58 BGN

- Tpemu peeucmpupaH 6azax (go 23 k2 u 158 cm):
« 3asnBeH npegBapumenHo: 120 EUR / 234.69 BGN
- 3anABeH Ha Aemuwe: 150 EUR / 293.37 BGN

*3a nemyBaHe om /AoHgoH nocoyeHume makcu ce npeBaaymupam B8 GBP; om
Lllopux - 8 CHF; om Tea ABuB - 8 USD cnpamo Kypca Ha Baaymama B8 geHAa Ha
3anaawane. llpu nemyBaHe om Hakos om epvbukume gecmuHayuu (AmuHa u
XepakauoH) gonbAHUMEAEH peaucmpupaH bazaxk uau cBpbvxbazaxk moxke ga bbge
3aAaBeH camo upes usgamens Ha burema uau npes LleHmopa 3a obeaykBaHe Ha
kaueHmu no umeuna Ha callfb@air.bg.

TAKCU 3A CBPBbXBATAX — BbTPELLUHU AUHUA
- 3a meano Ha Bazaxa mexkgy 23 ke u 32 ke:
« MpegBapumenHo 3aa6eH: 50 EUR / 97.79 BGN
- 3anaBeH Ha Aemuwe: 70 EUR / 136.90 BGN
- 3a 2oneMuHa Ha bazadka mexgy 158 cm u 203 cm:
« MpegBapumenHo 3aa6eH: 50 EUR / 97.79 BGN
- 3anaBeH Ha Aemuwe: 70 EUR / 136.90 BGN
- 3a 2oneMuHa Ha bazadka mexkgy 203 cm u 280 cm:
« MpegBapumenHo 3aa6eH: 70 EUR / 136.90 BGN
- 3anABeH Ha Aemuwe: 100 EUR / 195.58 BGN
+ Bmopu peaucmpupaH 6azax:
« 3anBeH npegBapumenro: 50 EUR / 97.79 BGN
- 3anaBeH Ha Aemuwe: 70 EUR / 136.90 BGN
- Tpemu pesucmpupaH 6azax:
- 3anBeH npegBapumenHo: 70 EUR / 97.79 BGN
+ 3aABeH Ha Aemuuwie: 100 EUR / 195.58 BGN
Bazark ¢ meano Hag 32 ke moxke ga ce npeBos3Ba camo kamo kapzo.

3a noBeue uHpopmauus omHocHo Becuuku BugoBe cneuuareH bazaxk, MOAA
nocememe uHmepHem cmpaHuyama Ha boazapus Ebp www.airbg

Tickets paid with a Bulgaria Air /| CCB co-branded card: 2 pieces up to 23 kg and
158 cm* each.

"CCB Club" Programme Members: 2 pieces up to 23 kg and 158 cm* each.
Seamen: 2 pieces up to 23 kg and 158 cm* each.***

Infants (0-2 years old): If the accompanying adult’s ticket fare includes 1 piece of
checked baggage up to 23 kg, the infant is entitled to 1 piece of checked baggage
up to 10 kg. Pushchairs/prams are carried free of charge, but must be handed
over and retrieved at the aircraft door. The airline assumes no liability for damage
caused by baggage conveyor belts if the pushchair was not handed over or col-
lected directly at the aircraft.

*The sum of the external dimensions: length + height + width (I+h+w). Passengers
may carry baggage exceeding the free allowance subject to an additional fee. A third
bag is charged at the third excess baggage rate. If your tickets were purchased on
the company website, or if you hold a FLY MORE Gold card, CCB Club membership,
or paid with a CCB / Bulgaria Air co-branded card or CCB Visa Platinum card, you
must contact us at callfb@air.bg to re-issue your ticket with the 2-piece checked bag-
gage allowance. ***To benefit from the seamen carriage conditions, the ticket must
be issued under a special seaman fare. For more information and bookings, please
contact the Customer Service Centre at callfb@air.bg, any Bulgaria Air office, or your
travel agent.

Please Note: Holding CCB Club cards, CCB Visa Platinum cards, CCB / Bulgaria Air
co-branded cards, or FLY MORE Gold cards does not entitle passengers to an ad-
ditional free checked bag on hand-baggage-only fares.

The allowance of two checked bags for FLY MORE Gold, CCB Club, CCB / Bulgaria
Air co-branded, and CCB Visa Platinum cardholders applies exclusively to flights
operated by Bulgaria Air.

EXCESS BAGGAGE FEES — INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS
- Baggage weight between 23 kg and 32 kg:
+ Advance booking: EUR 80 / BGN 156.46
« Airport booking: EUR 100 / BGN 195.58
- Baggage dimensions between 158 cm and 203 cm:
- Advance booking: EUR 80 / BGN 156.46
- Airport booking: EUR 100 / BGN 195.58
- Baggage dimensions between 203 cm and 280 cm:
- Advance booking: EUR 120 / BGN 234.69
- Airport booking: EUR 120 / BGN 234.69
- Second checked bag (up to 23 kg and 158 cm):
- Advance booking: EUR 70 / BGN 136.90
« Airport booking: EUR 100 / BGN 195.58
- Third checked bag (up to 23 kg and 158 cm):
« Advance booking: EUR 120 / BGN 234.69
« Airport booking: EUR 150 / BGN 293.37

*For departures from London, the fees above are converted into GBP; for Zurich, into
CHF; and for Tel Aviv, into USD, based on the exchange rate on the day of payment.
For travel departing from Greek destinations (Athens and Heraklion), additional
checked baggage or excess baggage can only be requested through the ticket is-
suer or by contacting the Customer Service Centre via email at callfb@air.bg.

EXCESS BAGGAGE FEES — DOMESTIC FLIGHTS
- Baggage weight between 23 kg and 32 kg:
- Advance booking: EUR 50 / BGN 97.79
- Airport booking: EUR 70 / BGN 136.90
- Baggage dimensions between 158 cm and 203 cm:
- Advance booking: EUR 50 / BGN 97.79
- Airport booking: EUR 70 / BGN 136.90
- Baggage dimensions between 203 cm and 280 cm:
- Advance booking: EUR 70 / BGN 136.90
« Airport booking: EUR 100 / BGN 195.58
- Second checked bag:
- Advance booking: EUR 50 / BGN 97.79
« Airport booking: EUR 70 / BGN 136.90
- Third checked bag:
+ Advance booking: EUR 70 / BGN 136.90
« Airport booking: EUR 100 / BGN 195.58
Baggage exceeding 32 kg in weight can only be transported as cargo.

For further details regarding special baggage types, please visit the Bulgaria Air
website at www.airbg



roTOBU 3A NOAET

Mpegnazame Bu Hakoako noae3Hu coBema 3a moBa kak ga ce uyBcmBame gobpe
no Bpeme Ha norema u caeg Hezo. M3nbAHABalme ynpakHeHusma 6aBHo u

guwaime paBHOMEPHO.

FIT TO FLY

A

These handy exercises enable you to stay in top form - both
during and after the flight. Perform each move with steady,

even breathing.

—

XOAOUAA

10 nemu

MocmaBeme nemume
Ha noga u noBgusHeme
Hazope npbcmume Ha
kpakama. MNocae onpe-
me noga ¢ npocmu u
noBgusHeme nemume.

FAE3EHU

15 nemu

MpaBeme kpveoBu gBu-
»keHus nopBo ¢ eguHuA
kpak, a nocae ¢ gpyaus.

KOAEHE

30 nemu

MoBgueHeme eguHusA
kpak, gokamo He
ycemume HanpexkeHue
8 egpomo.

PAMEHE

5 nemu

MocmaBeme poueme
Ha Bbegpama u 3anou-
Heme ga onucBame
kpbeoBu gBurkeHus

C pameHeme.

KPAKA

10 nemu

HaBegeme ce aeko
Hanpeg. ObezopHeMe
C poue koreHeme

U e2u noBguesHeme Ha

HUBomo Ha 2bpgume.

3agpokme maka 15
cekyHgu.

rPbb N PbLE

15 nemu

MocmaBeme u gBeme
cmbnana Ha noga

u cmeeHeme kopema.
HaBexkgaume ce
Hanpeg, gokamo
poueme Bu He onpam
npocmume Ha kpakama.

FEET

10 times

Placing your heels on
the floor, stretch your
toes upwards. Then,
keeping your toes on
the floor, raise your

ANKLES

15 times

Rotate your foot -
first in one direction
and then the other.

KNEES

30 times

Raise your legs,
tensing the muscles
in your thighs.

SHOULDERS

5 times

With your hands

on your thighs, rotate
your shoulders in

a circular motion.

LEGS

10 times

Bend forward slightly.
Wrap your hands
around one knee and
raise it to your chest.
Hold for 15 seconds.

BACK AND ARMS
15 times

Place both feet flat

to the floor and hold
your stomach in. Bend
forward, moving your
hands down your legs.

heels upwards.

AA CE AETW HE E CTPALLHO

Cmamucmukama couu, ye AeMmeHemMo CbC CaMOAEM € ganey
no-6esonacHo om MHO20 gpyau getiHocmu. Ekunakem Ha Bawus
camonem e BucokokBaaudpuuupaH u ¢ 6ozam onum. Camoremume

Ha ,Boazapust Evp” ca ¢ 6esynpeuHa noggpokka u Mozam ga ycmosam
Ha BcakakBa mypboaeHuus.

Onumaidme ga ce omnycHeme - BguwBalme goAboko npes Hoca
u 3agbprkalime Bv3gyxa Hakoako cekyHgu, npegu ga 2o usguwame.

MO BPEME HA MOAET

Ycewame 6oaka 8 ywume? 3anyweme Hoca, 3amBopeme ycmama
U 3anoyHeme ga npeaabwiame uAu ga ce onumBame ga uskapame
Bo3gyxa, 6be3 ga omBapsme ycma. doBueHemo Ha gbBka cblwlo nomMaza.

Cmumyaupatme kpbBoobpauleHuemo cu, kamo ce pasxogume

no nbmekama B camonema. V13bszBatime ga cegume ¢ kpbcmocaHu kpaka,
3awomo moBa Moxke ga ogpaHuuu kpoBoobpaweHuemo. Moxke ga ce
noyyBcmBame no-ygobHo, ako cBaaume obyBkume. Muime noBeue Boga

u no-mManko ankoxoa, uad uau kage.

KAK AA CE nPUcnocosunm
NO-BbP30 KbM YACOBUTE PA3AUKN

Onumalme ce ga Hacmpoume 6uoAc2UYHUSA cu YacoBHUK koM BpemeBama
30Ha Ha Bbgewama Bu gecmurauus, kamo Beuepma npegu norema cu
Ae2HemMe eguH yac No-paHo UAU NO-KbCHO.

He npekanaBaime ¢ mexkkama xpaHa u He nudme mBbpge MHO20 aAKOXOA
uAu kade Beuepma npegu norema. Axkme 6o2amu Ha NPOMEUH XpaHu
8 nogxogauwu 3a HoBama uacoBa 3oHa ompA3LUU OM geHOHOWUEMO.

Kozamo npucmugHeme Ha usbpaHama om Bac gecmuHauus, HanpaBeme
cu kpamka pasxogka. lNpekapatme noHe 30 MuHymu Ha gHeBHa cBemauHa.

Repeat with the other
knee.

RELAX!

Statistics show that flying is much safer than many situations in daily lives.
The crew in control of the plane is highly trained and experienced.
Bulgaria Air aircrafts are thoroughly maintained and designed to withstand
various forms of turbulence

Try to relax - breathe in deeply through your nose, hold for three seconds
before exhaling slowly.

DURING THE FLIGHT

Ear pain? Pinch your nose shut, close your mouth and swallow or blow
out against your closed mouth. Alternatively, chew some gum.

Stimulate your circulation by walking around the cabin and stretching.
Avoid sitting with your legs crossed as this restricts circulation.
Removing your shoes may provide you with more comfort. Drink plenty
of water and not too much alcohol, tea or coffee.

REDUCING JETLAG

Begin adjusting your body clock to the time zone of your destination
the night before departure by going to bed earlier or later.

Don’t consume too much food the night before you leave, or drink too
much coffee or alcohol. Eat protein-rich meals at times that are normal
for your new time zone.

At your destination, take light exercise - such as a walk. Spend at least
30 minutes in daylight.



YOOBCTBO U
BE3OIMNACHOCT BbB Bb3[YXA

,Borzapus Evp* Bu >kenae 6esonaceH u ygobeH noaem.
BucokokBaaudbuuuparume Hu Aemuu, cmloapgecu u cmloapgu ca obyyeHu
ga ocuzypam besonacHocmma Bu. Emo Hakou ocHOBHU MOMEHMU om
6e3onacHocmma, ¢ koumo Moxke ga ce 3ano3Haeme, gokamo nouyuBame u
ce HacrakgaBame Ha norema ¢ ,Boacapud Eop”.

BALUETO 3APABE

Ako umame npumecHeHus 3a 3gpaBemo cu, cBbp3aHu ¢ NbmyBaHemo, U 0COBEHO
ako cmpagame om guxameAHU UAU CbpgeuHo-CbgoBu 3aboasBaHus, nocememe
Aekapsa cu npegu 3amuHaBaHe. Anmekume mozam ga Bu npegaoxkam aekapcmBa
6e3 peuenma, HO Hawusam cbBem e BuHazu ga ce koHcyamupame ¢ aekap kou ca
HaU-nogxogawu 3a Bac.

BALUUNAT BATAX

13692B8atme mexkkusa poueH bazak. HoceHemo My Moxke ga npemoBapu
opeaHusma Bu. [1a cegHew B kpecaomo yMOpeH U 3agbxaH, o3HauaBa ga
3anoyHew nomyBaHemo cu 3ae. B pouHua bazaxk Hoceme camo 0CHOBHOMO,
koemo we Bu mpatBa no Bpeme Ha norema.

CPOKbBT 3A ABABAHE HA AETULLEETO

Onumalme ce ga npucmuzHeme Ha Aemuulemo paHo. OcmaBeme cu
gocmambuHo Bpeme 3a popmarHocmu, nazapyBaHe u omBexkgaHe kbm
camonema. Bpememo 3a pecucmpupaHe Ha NbmHUUUMeE € PasAuYHO Ha
pasauuHUMe Aemuwa u MoxXke ga Bapupa cnopeg gecmurauusama. [Jobpe
e ga ce uHpopmupame npegBapumenHo 3a uaca, 8 koimo mpatBa ga cme
Ha Aemuuiemo.

BALLATA CUT'YPHOCT

3anosHalme ce ¢ uauckBaHuama 3a cuzypHocm u e2u cnasBadme.

He ce cbenracaBalume ga npeHacsime uyXkg bazaxk. He ocmaBaume bazarka

cu 6e3 Hagsop.Crazalime HoXkoBe, HoXkuuu u ocmpu npegmemu 8 kydapa, koamo
npegaBame 3a mpaHcnopmupaHe B bazaxkHuka Ha camoaema. Ako ca B pouHus
Bu Bazaxk, AeemuwiHume cay>kbu 3a cugypHocm we Bu 3abpaHsm ga eu kauume

B camonema.

BALLUUAT PbYEH BArAXK

Cnokeme mexkkume npegmemu nog cegankama npeg Bac, a aekume -

B bazakHume omgeaeHusa Hag cegaakume. He Baokupalme ¢ 6azak nbms kom
aBapulHume usxogu u nomekume mexkgy kpecaama. OmBapsaime bazakHuuume
Hag cegankume BHUMameAHO - ako CogbpXkaHuemo um

e paamMecmeHo no Bpeme Ha noaema, npu omBapsHe om maAx MoXke ga nagHam
npegmemu.

MYLWEHETO

MNMyweHemo B camorema e onacHo. 3abpaHeHo e Ha Bcuuku noaemu Ha ,Boazapus
Evp*. Ha kabuHHusa ekunaxk € HapegeHo ga caegu 3a U3nbAHeHUemo Ha 3abpaHama.
He nyweme 8 moaremHume, koumo ca obopygBaHu ¢ gamuuuu 3a gum.

YNbTBAHUATA 3A BE3OMACHOCT

Mpegu 3amuHaBare u npucmueaHe kabuHHusM cocmaB Ha ,Boazapus Evbp” we

Bu 3anosHae ¢ npaBuaama 3a 6esonacHocm B camorema. YnomBaremo BkalouBa
cBegeHus 3a npegnasHume koaaHu, kucrnopogHume macku, usxogume, aBapudHomo
HanyckaHe Ha camonema, cnacumeaHume >kuaemku. Moaum 3a Bawemo BHumaHue
no Bpeme Ha gemoHcmpauusma. Paszaegalime uHcmpykuusma 3a 6esonacHocm B
camonema, kosmo e B gxkoba Ha cegankama npeg Bac.

KABUHEH EKUMAXK

KabuHHusam ekunax Ha ,Boazapus Evp* ce epuku ga Bu obcay»kBa omauuHo
u ga ocueypsBa besonacHocmma no Bcsko Bpeme. He ce npumecHaBaume ga
noBukame cmloapgecume u cmloapgume, kamo usnoazBame pasnoAoXkeHusa
Hag kpecaomo Bu 6ymoH, ga cnogeasme komeHmapume cu ¢ max u ga au
yBegomsaBame 3a nompebHocmume cu.

MPU NMPUCTUTAHE
Maseme bazakHume cu emukemu, 3a ga Hamepume AecHo bazaxka cu. Omgeneme
manko Bpeme, 3a ga ce akaumMamusupame cAeg hpucmueaHemo Cu.

Om 6 HoemBpu 2006 2. B EBponetckus cvlosd ca B cuna HoBu mepku 3a cuzypHocm, koumo ozpaHuyaBam
<onuuecmBomo meuHocmu B pouHua Hazak. Te mpabBa ga ca B camocmosamenaHu onakoBku go 100 mMa
Bcaka u 06wo go 1 A, nocmaBeHu B camozaneuamBauy ce npodpayeH nauk, kodmo nogaeku Ha npoBepka om
cAaykumeaume no cuagypHocmma. OgpaHudeHusma ce omHacam 3a cAegHume meuHocmu: Boga, Hanumku,
cynu, cuponu, epumoBe, kpemoBe, AocuoHu, 2eroBe, napdlomu, gesogopaHmu, cnpetoBe, nacma 3a 3vbu,
nAHa 3a bpbcHeHe u He BkalouBam megukameHmu u 6ebewku xpaHu 3a noa3BaHe no Bpeme Ha nomyBaHe-
mo, HO me nogAaexkam Ha npoBepka.

Cnucvkbm noco4Ba Hakou om 3abpaHeHume 3a npeHoc npegmemu, 6e3 ga 6bge usuepnameneH. Moas,
koHcyamupaiime ce ¢ AemuwHUA NEPCOHAA 3a NO-NbAHA UHPOPMaYUs.

YBarkaeMu nomHuuu,

B cvomBemcmBue ¢ gupekmuBa Ha EBponelckama komucus 68/2004 om 15 aHyapu 2004 2., B oxpaHAaeMu-
me 30HU Ha Aemuwiama u B pbuHusa H6azak He BuBa ga ce caazam npegmemu, ¢ koumo € Bo3MOXKHO UA!
usanexkga Bv3amMoXkHO ga ce npuyuHu HapaHaBaHe. Cpeg 3abpaHeHuUme npegmMemu ca:

BcakakBu BugoBe ozHecmpenHo opbkue /| kamanyamu u XapnyHu / umMumauuu Ha O2HECMPEeAHO
opbkue, 8 moBa uucno gemcku uzpauku /opoxkeliHu yacmu, ¢ uskaloyeHue Ha ypegu 3a meaeckonuuHo
BuxkgaHe | noxkapozacumenau | exekmpowokoBu ypegu / 6pagBu, cekupu, cambpu, momaxaBku /
AvkoBe, kbcu konus | BeakakBu 3aocmpeHu MemanHu npegmemu, koumo mozam ga nocay)kam 3a
HapaHnaBaHe | HoXkoBe, HezaBucumo om npegHasHaueHuemo um /cabu, MevoBe | GpvcHauu, ckaaneau /
HoXkuuu, ¢ pekewa yacm, no-goaza om 6 cm /| 6GopmawiuHu, omBepmku, kaewu, uykoBe | koHku 3a aeg /
Bcuuku BugoBe cnopmHu cmukoBe, Gyxanku, weku u moszu / Bcuuku BugoBe o6opygBaHe 3a 60lHU
cnopmoBe / amyHuuuu, 2paHamu, MuHu, BoeHHu ekcnao3uBu /| gemoHamopu | 2a3 u 2a3oBu
koHmeuHepu / BcakakBu nupomexHuvecku cpegcmBa / xAop, hapaausupauu cnpetioBe, consomBopeH
2a3 /| mepneHMuH, paspegumen u aepo3oAHa 607 | Hanumku ¢ Hag 70% cogopXkaHue Ha ankoxoa.

YOUR COMFORT AND
SAFETY IN THE AIR

Bulgaria Air wishes you a safe and comfortable journey. Our highly trained flight
deck and cabin crews are here to take care of your safety. While relaxing and en-
joying Bulgaria Air’s inflight service, you may consider the basic points that follow.

YOUR HEALTH

If you have any medical concerns about making a journey, or if you suffer from a
respiratory or heart condition, see your doctor before traveling. There are over-the-
counter medicines available, but we recommended always to consult a doctor to
determine which are suitable for you.

YOUR LUGGAGE

Try to travel light. Carrying heavy bags can cause considerable stress you may not
be used to. Arriving at your sit exhausted and perspiring is not a good start to your
journey. In your hand luggage, carry only essential items which you will genuinely
need during the flight.

YOUR CHECK IN DEADLINE

Arrive early at the airport. Give yourself plenty of time to check-in, shop and board.
Check-in times vary from airport to airport and from destination to destination.
Please, inform yourself well in advance to avoid delays/cancellations.

YOUR SECURITY

Do read and follow the security requirements. Do not agree to carry other people’s
items with you. Never leave your luggage unattended. Store personal knives,
scissors and other sharp objects safely inside your suitcase or hold luggage. If you
do not, airport security staff will stop you taking them aboard in your cabin luggage.

YOUR HAND LUGGAGE

Please store heavy items underneath the seat in front of you. Stow lighter items

in the overhead luggage racks. Please ensure you do not block access to the
emergency exits, and do not block the aisle. Please open the overhead lockers with
caution: items there may have become disturbed and may fall onto the seats below.

SMOKING

Smoking onboard is dangerous. All Bulgaria Air flights are non-smoking and
cabin crew are under strict instructions to monitor observance. Please do not
smoke in the lavatories; they are equipped with smoke sensors.

THE SAFETY BRIEFING

Before departure and on approach, Bulgaria Air cabin crew will demonstrate the
rules of safety on board our aircraft. The briefing includes information on your
seatbelt, how to use your oxygen mask, how to locate exits, how to leave the aircraft
in an emergency, and how to use your lifejacket. Please spare a moment

to watch their demonstration. Please also consult the illustrated Safety on Board
leaflet in the seat pocket in front of you.

YOUR CABIN CREW

The Bulgaria Air flight attendants are on board to provide you with top class
inflight service and ensure your safety at all times. Please do not hesitate to use
the overhead attendant call button and share comments or request service from
your flight attendant.

AT THE DESTINATION AIRPORT

Have your luggage identification tags ready to help you find your luggage.
Give yourself some time for initial acclimatisation with the weather and
environment of your destination.

From November 6, 2006 the European Union adopted new security rules that restrict the amount of liquids
you can take through security checkpoints, in addition to other prohibited articles. These liquids must be
in individual containers with a maximum capacity of 100 ml each, packed in one transparent, resealable
plastic bag (with a capacity of no more than one litre). The restrictions apply to liquids such as water, drinks,
soups, syrups, make-up, creams, lotions, gels, perfumes, deodorants, sprays, tooth paste and shaving foam.
Liquid foods for babies and any medication a passenger may need during a flight are exempt from the above
restrictions but must be presented at security checkpoints.

This is not an exhaustive list. If in doubt, please, consult the airport staff who will be happy to provide
you with more detailed information.

Dear passengers,

In keeping with European Commission Regulation N2 68/2004 of 15 January 2004, any object capable, or
appearing capable of causing injury should not be carried into the security restricted areas of the airports and
into the aircraft’s cabins. These include, but are not limited to:

all types of firearms | catapults and harpoons | replica or imitation firearms, toy guns /component
parts of firearms (excluding telescopic sighting devices) / fire extinguishers | stun or shocking

devices | axes, hatc ets, meat cleavers; machetes | arrows and darts / any type of sharpened metal
objects, which could cause injury / all types of knives | sabers, swords |/ open razors

and blades, scalpels | scissors with blades more than 6 cm in length / drills, screwdrivers,
crowbars, hammers | ice skates / any type of sport bats, clubs, | sticks or paddles /| any martial
arts equipment / ammunition, grenades, mines, explosives and explosive devices | detonators |

gas and gas containers | any pyrotechnics / chlorine, disabling or incapacitating sprays, tear gas /
turpentine and paint thinner, aerosol spray paint / alcoholic beverages exceeding 70% by volume.
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3awomo 3Haem, ye me
ca yacm om Bawemo
cemelicmBo — Bv3nons-
Balime ce

om ycAy2ama Hu 3a
npeBo3 Ha goMawHuU
Alo6umuu!

Mpu npeBosa Ha gomawHu Alobum-
uu 8 nomHuyeckama kabuta /
PETC/ makcumanHomo gonycmumo
meano Ha

>kuBomHomo u kaemkama e 8 ke,

a pasmepume Ha kaemkama

48 x 35 x 22 cm. 3a ycAyeama ce
3anaawa 80 EUR / 156,46 BGN Ha
nocoka 3a me>kgyHapogHU AUHUU U
50 EUR / 97,79 BGN 3a BompeuwHu
npu npegBapumenHo 3asBaBaHe.
Mpu 3aaBaBaHe Ha Aemuwie,
makcume ca coomBemHo 90 EUR
/ 176,02 BGN 3a mexkgyHapogHu
AuHUU U 60 EUR / 117, 34 BGN 3a

Upgrade go 6usHec knaa-
ca, 3a ga e neppekmHo

,Boazapus Eop“ Bu gaBa
Bo3morkHocm ga noBuwu-
me kompopma Ha cBoemo
nomyBaHe bAazogapeHue
Ha ycayeama Upgrade go
busHec kaaca.

Upgrade moxke ga 6vge sakyneH
om 24 uaca go 40 MuHymu npegu
usAumaHe, Npu Haauyue Ha cBo-
6ogHu mecma. OcBeH ygobecmBo
u komdopm, ycayeama Bu Hocu
ouwle peguua npegumcmBa kamo
npuopumemHa pesucmpauus

3a noanem u omBekgaHe kom
camoAema, gonbAHUMEAEH

No6aBeme noBeue
ygo6cmBo kom
Bawemo nomyBaHe!

[o npo3opeu uau go nomeka?

C noBeue npocmpaHcmBo 3a
kpakama uau go Bawume 6ausku?
Ypes ycayeama "V136op Ha MAcmo"
2apaHmupame npegnoyumaHo
msAcmo 3a bopga 3a Bac u Bawemo
cemetcmBo.

Ycayeama e HaauuHa 3a Beuuku
gupekmHu noAemu, onepupaHu om
ABuokomnaHuama.

Moxkeme ga 3asBume u
3annamume cBoemo MAcmo B

MomyBaHe Ha geua 6e3
npugpy>Xumen

[oBepeme ce Ha ycAayeaa-
ma Ha ,Boazapus Evp“ 3a
npeBo3 Ha Henpugpy»keHu
geua

u bogeme cnokolHu

3a cBoemo geme

no Bpeme Ha norem!

+ 3a geua mexkgy 5 u 11 2. ce ocu-
2ypsABa cAayxkumen, koimo ga no-
cpewHe gememo om uanpauiava
Ha omnpaBHomo Aemuuwie, kakmo
u makwoB, koimo ga 20 npegage
Ha nocpeuwiaya Npu NpucmuaaHxe.
3a gememo ce 3anAauia NbAHama
mapuda 6e3 gemcko HamaneHue,
naloc UM makca 8 pasmep Ha 70
EUR / 136,90 BGN Ha omceuka
3a Me>kgyHapogHu nornemu u 40
EUR / 78,23 BGN 3a BompewHu
noaemu.3a nomyBare om AOHgOH

BompeuwHu.

3a nomyBaHe om AOHGOH Nocoue-
Hume makcu ce npeBaaymupam

8 GBP, om Llopux 8 CHF, om Tea
ABuB B USD cnpsamo kypca Ha Bany-
mama B geHs Ha 3anAawaHe.

Mpu npeBoa Ha gomawHu AlobuMuu
B8 bazakHomo omgeneHue /AVIH/
HAMa o2paHuyeHue 8 mearomo

Ha )kuBomHomo, a MakcumarHume
pa3mepu Ha knemkama ca
110 x 65 x 70 cm.

MpeBosbm Ha gomawHu

ANobumuu 3agbrkumeaHo

nogaexku Ha nomBbp>kgeHue

om ABuokomnaHuama.

Mozam ga 6bgam npeBosBaru
camo kyuema u komku, kamo eguH-
cmBeHo go u om BeaukobpumaHus
He ce npegaaza ycayzama npeBos
Ha >kuBomHu.

peaucmpupan 6aza, gocmon go
6usHec canoH Ha omnpaBHomo
Aemuule, 4 - cmeneHHo MeHlo u
noBeue mouku B npoezpamama 3a
AoanHocm FLY MORE.
CoBemBame Bu ga 3aaBume
UPGRADE munumym 3 uaca npegu
NAGHUPAHUA Yac Ha U3aumaxe

om Cogus, 3a ga 2apaHmupame,
ye we ce Hachagume Ha 4-cme-
neHHomo mehlo kamo uacm om
uakuBsaBanemo Bu Ha 6opga.
Takcama 3a ycayzama Upgrade e
100 EUR / 195,58 BGN Ha nocoka
3a BompewHu AuHuu u 180 EUR /
352,05 BGN 3a meXgyHapogHu.

Moykeme ga 3akynume Upgrade
upes Llenmopa 3a 0bcaykBaHe Ha
kaueHmu Ha e-mail Ha callfb@air.bg,

npoueca Ha pesepBauus Ha
calima UAU Ypes MOBUAHOMO
npunokeHue, caeg udgaBaqe
Ha buaema upes pyHkuusma
"MpoBepka Ha pesepBauusma"
Ha catima, upes LleHmopa 3a
obeaykBaHe Ha kaueHmu Ha
callfb@air.bg, opucume Ha
ABuokomnaHusma 8 Boazapus
u uyk6uHa UAU upes azeHma,
usgamen Ha buaema.
MpenopbyumenHo e
npegBapumenHomo 3asBaBaHe Ha
ycAyzama, 3a ga ce 2apaHmupa
HaAuyHocmma.

MomHuuume ca 3agbikeHu ga

nocoyeHume makcu ce npeBa-
Aymupam 8 GBP, om Lllopux 8
CHF, om Tea ABuB B8 USD cnpsamo
kypca Ha Baaymama B geHsa Ha
3anAauaHe.

« Mo »kenaHue Ha pogumeaume,
geua om 12 go 18 2. Mmo2zam cbwo
ga ce BoanorsBam om ycayeama
Ccpeuly 3anAauiaHe

Ha UM makcama. Ha msax ce
npegocmata cbwama ycayaa
kamo 3a geua mexkgy 5u 11 2.
3a ga ce BvoanonsBame om
ycAyeama, e Heobxogumo ga
omnpaBume 3anumBaHemo cu
NoHe 2 cegMmuuu npegu nocema
Ha callfb@air.bg.

TtoaHUMe ycaoBus moxkeme ga
Hamepume Ha oguuuanHus caim
Ha aBuokomnaHusma www.air.bg

BotiHume u onacHu nopogu
ce npuemam 3a npeBo3 camo
kamo kapeo.

MomHuuume, koumo »kenasm ga
nbmyBam ¢ gomaweH Albbumeu (kyue
uAu komka), npegBapumenHo mpa6Ba
ga ce 3ano3Haam ¢ uHcmpykuuume
3a npeBo3 Ha gomMawHu Alobumuu

Ha aBuokomnaHuama Ha www.air.bg

u ga cnasBam Bcuuku ycroBus Ha
peanameHm 576/2013. Peanamermom
e 3agbikumeneH 3a Beuuku cmpaHu
uaeHku Ha EC. Mo Bpeme Ha check-in
gokymeHmume Ha Alobumeua, we
Bogam 06cmouHo NPoBepeHu.
Macnopmom mpsabBa ga omeoBaps
Ha obwonpuemus MeXgyHapogeH
obpaseu.

3a noBeue uHpopmMauua u pasmep
Ha makcume 3a ycAyzama, MoAR
nocememe oduuuarHuAm caim Ha
ABuokomnaHuama www.air.bg

kakmo u 8 odpucume Ha ,Boazapus

Evop*,
upes usgameaa Ha 6bunema.

*3a nomyBaHe om AoHgOH nocoye-
Hume makcu ce npeBanymupam 8
GBP, om Ulopux 8 CHF, om Tea ABuB
B USD cnpsamo kypca Ha Banymama 8
geHs Ha 3anAauiaHe.

ce uHpopmupam 3a ycroBusma

u Mepkume 3a 6e3onacHocm,
npegBugeHu npu HacmaxABaHe Ha
aBapueH usxog.

* 3a noBeue uHpopmauus u makcu
3a ycayeama, MoAs nocememe
oguuuarHama cmpaHuua Ha
ABuokomnaHusma www.air.bg.

Because we know that
they are part of your
family — take advantage
of our pet transportation
services!

In the passenger cabin (PETC),
the maximum permitted weight of
the animal is 8 kg, and the cage
dimensions are 48 x 35 x 22 cm.
Services fees:

EUR 80 / BGN 156,46 per direction
for international routes (prior
request)

EUR 50/ BGN 97,79 per direction for
domestic routes (prior request)
If requested at the airport:

EUR 90 / BGN 176,02 per direction
for international routes

Upgrade to business
class for the perfect trip

Bulgaria Air gives you the
opportunity to upgrade
the comfort of your flight
with its Business Class
Upgrade service.

Upgrades can be purchased
between 24 hours and 40
minutes before departure,
subject to availability. In addition
to convenience and comfort,

the service offers several other
benefits, such as priority check-in
and boarding, additional checked
baggage, access to the business

Add more comfort
to your journey!

Window or aisle? Extra legroom
or seats next to your loved
ones? With the Seat Selection
service, you can guarantee your
preferred seat on board for you
and your family.

The service is available on all
direct flights operated by the
airline.

You can request and pay for
your seat during the booking
process on the website or via

Unaccompanied minors
flying

Trust Bulgaria Air's
service for transporting
unaccompanied minors
and rest assured about
your child during the
flight!

- For children between 5 and 11
years of age, an employee will
meet the child at the departure
airport and hand them over to the
person meeting them upon arrival.
The child is charged the full fare
without a child discount, plus a
UM fee of EUR 70 / BGN 136.90
per leg for international flights and
EUR 40 / BGN 78.23 for domestic
flights. For travel from London,

the above fees are converted

into GBP, from Zurich into CHF,
and from Tel Aviv into USD at

EUR 60/ BGN 117,34 per direction
for domestic routes

For departures from London,

the above fees are converted
into GBP;

from Zurich - into CHF;

from Tel Aviv - into USD,
according to the exchange rate on
the day of payment.

In the cargo hold (AVIH) there is
no weight limitation for the pet,
and the cage dimensions are 110
x 65x 70 cm.

Pet transportation is subject to
mandatory confirmation by the
airline.

Only dogs and cats are accepted
for transport. The service is not

lounge at the departure airport, a
4-course menu, and more points
in the FLY MORE loyalty program.

We advise you to request an
UPGRADE at least 3 hours before
the scheduled departure time
from Sofia to ensure that you
enjoy the 4-course menu as part
of your onboard experience.

The fee for the Upgrade service
is EUR 100 / BGN 195.58 per
direction for domestic flights
and EUR 180 / BGN 352.05 for
international flights.

You can purchase the upgrade
through the Customer Service

the mobile app, after ticket
issuance through the “Manage
Booking” function on the
website, via the Customer
Service Center at callfb@air.

bg, at the airline’s offices in
Bulgaria and abroad, or through
the ticket-issuing agent.

Advance seat selection is
recommended to guarantee
availability.

Passengers are required to
familiarize themselves with the
conditions and safety measures
applicable to seating at

the exchange rate on the day of
payment.

« At the parents’ request, children
aged 12 to 18 can also use the
service upon payment of the UM
fee. They are provided with the
same service as children between
5 and 11 years of age.

To take advantage of the service,
you must submit your request at
least 2 weeks before the flight to
callfb@air.bg.

The full terms and conditions can
be found on the airline’s official
website www.air.bg

available to and from the UK.
Fighting and dangerous breeds are
accepted only in the cargo hold.

Passengers travelling with a pet
(dog or cat) must familiarize
themselves in advance with

the airline’s pet transportation
instructions at www.air.og and
comply with all requirements of
Regulation (EU) No 576/2013,
which is mandatory for all EU
Member States. At check-in, the
pet’'s documents will be thoroughly
checked. The passport must
comply with the internationally
accepted standard format.

For more information and detailed
fees, please visit the airline’s official
website: www.air.bg

Center via email at callfb@air.bg, at
Bulgaria Air offices, or through the
ticket-issuing agent.

* For travel from London, the
stated fees are converted into
GBP; from Zurich into CHF; and
from Tel Aviv into USD, according
to the exchange rate on the day
of payment.

* For more information and
service fees, please visit the
official airline website: www.
air.bg.
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THE FACE OF

Bulgaria Air

National Carrier

www.air.bag

Airbus A320-214
fleet of 4

Airbus A220-300
fleet of 5

SRER B G RERREAR R

Airbus A220-100

P SR

li\&--i----uvc-----------."' .
= s

fleet of 2

Embraer 190-100
fleet of 4

CODESHARE
PARTNERS

Bulgaria Air's codeshare partnerships give our customers
greater flexibility, more flight options, and access to a
wider range of destinations. By working with leading

international airlines, we make travel easier, more
convenient, and seamlessly connected — all with the
comfort and reliability of Bulgaria Air.

IBERIAI"

SOFIA - MADRID/BARCELONA
MADRID - LAS PALMAS/TENERIFE

QATAR €

AIRWAYS dggndll

VARNA/BURGAS/SOFIA - DOHA

=5 AEGEAN

& STAR ALLIAMCE MEMBER «F

VARNA/BURGAS/SOFIA - ATHENS
ATHENS - BEYRUT / TEL AVIV / EREVAN /
NICE / TBILISI / LARNACA

&= AirSERBIA

VARNA/BURGAS/SOFIA - BELGRADE / TEL AVIV
BELGRADE - GENEVA AND MORE
BELGRADE - GENEVA

AIRFRANCE Y

VARNA/SOFIA - PARIS
VARNA - PARIS
PARIS - LYON

+
0000
—

KLV

SOFIA - AMSTERDAM

I"TZ\

AIRWAYS

VARNA/BURAS/SOFIA - ROME/MILAN
ROME - MILAN / TURIN / FLORENCE / GENOA / NAPLES /
PIZA / VENICE / BOLOGNA / TRIEST / VERONA / CATANIA /
BARI / PALERMO / LAMECIA TERME / BRINDIZI / REGGIO
CALABRIA / MADRID / BARCELONA / AMSTERDAM /
LONDON / PARIS / BRUSSELS / PRAGUE / GENEVA /
MALTA

d/ow\m/w At

VARNA/BURGAS / SOFIA - BUCHAREST

airBaltic

VARNA/BURGAS/SOFIA - RIGA
SOFIA - AMSTERDAM - RIGA
RIGA - STOCKHOLM/OSLO/HELSINKI/COPENHAGEN

i
"\-._-/F

AZERBALLAN
AH S

SOFIA - BAKU
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IlecmuHauuu
Destinations

— Bulgaria Air

National Carrier  www.air.bg
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CODESHARE PARTNERS

Code share napmHbopcmBomo no3BoasBa Ha
aBuokomnaHuume ga npegaazam Ha cBoume
NomHUUU noBeye noAemMu go gageHama
gecmuHauus npu obaekueHa npouegypa 3a
pesepBauus, kakmo Ha cobecmBeHume noaemu, maka
U Ha noAemume Ha NnapmHbopa No Mapwpyma.

The Code share partnership enables airlines to
provide for their valuable customers more frequencies
to each particular destination at facilitating booking
procedure, on every own operated or marketing flight
en route.

AIRFRANCE 4

AIRWAYS

IBERIA j

QATAR %

Bulgaria Air

National Carrier

www.air.bg

'ra lion

SPA PARTNERS

Special prorate agreement e cpeg 0cHoBHUME
mopaoBcku gozoBopu, npegocmabaul Ha
napmHbopckume aBuokomnaHuu uskalouumenHama
Bo3mokHocm ga yBeauuam 6pos Ha npegaazaHume
gecmuHauuu npes gageH nyHkm u ga omzoBopAm Ha
MbpCeHemo Ha kaueHmume ¢ NpueMAUBU UEHU.

The Special prorate agreement is among the basic
commercial agreements, giving partner airlines a
significant opportunity to enlarge number of global
beyond destinations offered in response to customer
demands at reasonable prices.

FINNARIR

BRITISH AIRWAYS

condor =  criNnasoutHern l
e
airR MaurITIiUS

ADELTA

EVA AIR @/ 'CELA“D"'RI

Emirares
Ethiopian American Airlines\
Chtrere
2 CROATIA N _:‘
S rllﬂ[lkan TAPPORTUGAL

virgin atlantic W (L AirEuropa

INTERLINE PARTNERS:

Interline agreement no3BoasBa B3aumHomMo
npusHaBaHe Ha bunemume U NO MO3U HaUUH
cbwecmBeHo gonpuHaca 3a moBa géeme
aBuokomnaHuu ga Mozam ga npegaazam npogykma
Ha NapmHbopa NO PegoBHU AUHUU.

The Interline agreement permits the acceptance

of each other’s airtickets and that way contributes
significantly both airlines to be able to offer customers
reciprocally their product on schedule services.

& Hahn Air

ELZVALIN.Z UNITED
M Q VA S
& Lufthansa

KSREAN AIR

é airastana @Y

malaiﬂsgﬂ

flydubai-

@

Al b AA AN

GULF AIR ROYAL_JORDANIAN
£EByPTAR



/\ememe go Bcsika mouka Ha cBema ¢ Bvazapus Ebp u napmHbopu.
Fly anywhere across the world with Bulgaria Air and partners.

— M ADELTA

F — Ethiopian
Qatere

| 1— American dirdines Yy
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— FINNAIR
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— !J ]
| — FiInwvAIR — QATARZE
Wil Lg .

August 2026

125



/ememe go Bcska mouka Ha cBema ¢ Bvazapusi Evp u napmHbopu.

—— ICELANDAIR l —AmericanAirIines\Q — FINNAIR
= BRITISH AIRWAYS 4 o -
- %atlantic

— Ethiopiart aIR MAURITIUS
errene

ARWAYS it —

— ICELANDAIR l — QATARg i

- IBERM‘"? I E

TAPPORTUGAL

— American Airines g

via Madrid

TAPPORTUGAL

n - -
— OTEY e [
AIRWAYS TAPPORTUGAL

— ADELTA —_— % — Ethiopian
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— QATAR

IRVWAYS gt —
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Fly anywhere across the world with Bulgaria Air and partners.

—ADELTA — AIRFRANCE /Y
LIRWAYS s

— AmericanAirlines “y, — QATAR % — i

: Z — FINNAIR
— emopar® — [airBaltic.
— airBaltic:

— QATAR#

— FINNAIR
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BbATAPUA EbP: Koge ga HU Hamepume?
BULGARIA AIR: Where to find us?

SOF
VAR

Customer Service Center

1, Brussels Blvd Sofia Airport,
Sofia 1540

Working Hours:

Every day 08:00-20:00 Local Time

phone: +359 2 402 04 00
e-mail: callFB@air.bg
www.air.og

Head office

1, Brussels Blvd Sofia Airport,
Sofia 1540

Working Hours:

Monday - Friday

09:00-17:30 Local Time

fax: +359 2 984 02 03
e-mail: office@air.bg
www.air.bg

LON

United Kingdom, London

Airport office Heathrow

Ticket Pod 3 (Zone G) Terminal 4
Heathrow Airport TW6 3FB
Working hours:

Monday - Friday

09:30 - 17:30 Local Time

phone: +44 208 745 9833

+44 788 966 4174
e-mail: LHR@bulgaria-air.co.uk
www.air.bg

Sofia City Office

2 lvan Vazov Street
Working hours:

Monday - Friday

09:00 - 17:30 Local time

phone: +359 2 402 03 93
e-mail: tickets1@air.bg
www.air.bg

TV

Israel - Tel Aviv

Open Sky LTD

25 Ben Yehuda Str.
Israel 63806, Tel Aviv
Working hours:
Sunday - Thursday:
09:00-17:00 Local Time

phone: +972 379 51 355
Viber § WhatsApp:
+972 54 5066020
fax: +972 379 51 354
e-mail: annie@open-sky.co.il
www.air.bg

FLY MORE Office

1, Brussels Blvd Sofia Airport,

Sofia 1540

Every day: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(lunch break - 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.)

+359 2 984 02 96
e-mail: flymore@air.bg
www.air.bg

USA

ly

Mailing Address:

1819 Polk St #401 San Francisco, CA
94109

Working Hours:

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm,
Saturday - Sunday 9am -1pm (EST)

phone: 1-855-FLY-TO-BG (359-8624)
e-mail: tickets@bulgariaairusa.com
www.air.bg

Varna Airport Office

Varna Airport

Terminal 2, Departures

Working hours: Opens 2 hours prior
to scheduled departure

phone: +359 52 573 321
fax: +369 52 501 039
e-mail: varna@air.bg
www.air.og

Varna City Office

55, 8-mi primorski polk bivd
Working Hours:

Monday - Friday

09:00 - 17:00 Local time

(lunch break: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.)

phone: +359 52 651 101
e-mail: varna_city@air.bg
www.air.bg

VIE

[l

Austria, Vienna

Intervega Reisen

Tiefer Graben 9, A-1010 Wien, Austria
Working Hours:

Monday - Thursday

09:00-17:30 Local Time

Friday

09:00-17:00 Local Time

phone: +43 1 5352550
0900 220013 (domestic line)
fax: +431 5352552
e-mail: intervegareisen@aon.at
office@intervega.at
www.air.bg

Shumen City office

Shumen, Patleyna 10 str.
Monday-Friday: 09:00-17:00

phone: +359 887 84 01 71
e-mail: shumen@air.og
www.air.bg

BER

Germany, Berlin

Bulgarian Air Tour
Leipziger str 114115,
10117 Berlin, Germany
Working hours:
Monday - Friday
09:00-18:00 Local Time

phone.: +49 30 2514405

+49 30 2514460
fax:  +49 30 2513330
e-mail: info@berlin-bat.de
www.air.bg
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