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Discover a new dimension with

Korten Wines

Korten Wines - a remarkable wine
series of rich, well-structured,
full-bodied and truly memorable
wines. Refined to perfection,
recognised with numerous awards.
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MOCPELLHAXME N YETBBPTINA
HIA HOB AIRBUS A220

B paHHume uyacoBe Ha 8 mapm, ¢ nonem om
HopBexkkama cmoauua Ocno, Ha Aemuwie
Codus ce npuzemu uemBopmusim HoB Airbus
A220-300 Ha "Boazapus Evp". Camonrembm,
NOCAEgHO MEXHOAO2UYHO NOKOAEHUE Ha
eBponeuckus zuzaHm Airbus, e cowecmBeHa
yacm om mekywomo o6HoBAeHue Ha Bb3-
gywHus dpaom Ha BvbAazapckus HauuoHaneH
npeBo3Bau.

HoBusm camoaem noayyu pegucmpauus
LZ-AMS (om Amcmepgam), ¢ koemo aBuo-
komnaHusma npogoakaBa mpaguuusma ga
umeHyBa mawuHume cu Ha 2onemMu eBpo-
neucku zpagoBe. MpeguwHume mpu Airbus
A220, koumo npucmuezHaxa npes 2023, ca
¢ peaucmpauuu LZ-ROM (Pum), LZ-LON
(AoHgoH) u LZ-PAR (Mapux).

MNacaepume we mozam ga nomyBam
uskalouumenHo ygobHo B8 HoBus MogepeH
camonem, koumo npegaaza Hau-wupokume
ceganku B cBos kaac, no-2oaemu npo3opuu,
MHO20 cBemaa u muxa nomHuyecka kabuHa
u aganmuBHa kaumamuyHa cucmema. HoBu
dyHkuuoHanHu ygobecmBa - kamo USB

nopmoBe 3a 3apexkgaHe Ha enekmpoHHU
ycmpoucmBa u nocmaBku 3a cmapmoo-

HU - CbWO ca Ha pa3noAnokeHue Ha Bcska
ceganka.

Camonemvm A220-300 pasnonaza cvc 143
Mecma, 8 om koumo ca 3ana3eHu 3a busHec
knacama u npegnaza noBeue pascmosHue
mexXgy pegoBeme. KoHdbuzypauusma Ha
mecmama B8 A220 e B coomHoweHue 3:2,
kamo moBa no3BonsBa 80% om nbmHuuume
ga bbgam pasnono>keHU go npo3opeua UAU
nomekama.

ABuokomnaHusma mMogepHu3upa u Hag-
2padkga cBos paom om cpegama Ha 2023,
kamo ¢ mvpzoBckama ekcnaoamauus Ha
HoBume camoAnemu no pegoBHume cu AuHUU
npegaaza Ha nomHuuume Bucoko HuBo Ha
komdopm no Bpeme Ha nonem. HoBume
camoAemu ca no-ekonoz2uyHu u UKOHOMUYHU,
usnonsBauku 25% no-manko 2opuBo. Moge-
Aume Airbus A220 ca ¢ HamaneHu BpegHu
emucuu u ¢ HanonoBuHa no-manbk wymoB
omneuambk, nogxogswu 3a Bcuuku Aemuwa
8 epagckume u HaceaeHume 30Hu.

WE HAVE WELCOMED
OUR FOURTH NEW
AIRBUS A220

In the early hours of March the 8th, with a flight
from the Norwegian capital Oslo, the fourth
new Airbus A220-300 of "Bulgaria Air" landed
at Sofia Airport. The aircraft, the latest techno-
logical generation of the European giant Airbus,
is an essential part of the ongoing renewal of
the air fleet of the Bulgarian national carrier.
The new aircraft received the registration LZ-
AMS (from Amsterdam), with which the airline
continues the tradition of naming its machines
after major European cities. The previous three
Airbus A220s, which arrived in 2023, have the
registrations LZ-ROM (Rome), LZ-LON (Lon-
don) and LZ-PAR (Paris).

Passengers will be able to travel very comfort-
ably in the new modern aircraft, which offers
the widest seats in its class, larger windows, a
very bright and quiet passenger cabin and an
adaptive climate system. New functional ameni-
ties - such as USB ports for charging electronic
devices and smartphone holders - are also
available at every seat.

The A220-300 aircraft has 143 seats, 8 of
which are reserved for business class, and
offers more space between rows. The seating
configuration of the A220 is 3:2, allowing 80%
of passengers to be positioned by the window
or aisle.

The airline is modernizing and upgrading its
fleet from mid-2023, offering passengers a high
level of in-flight comfort with the commercial
operation of the new aircraft on its scheduled
routes. The new planes are more environmen-
tally friendly and economical, using 25% less
fuel. The Airbus A220 models have reduced
harmful emissions and half the noise footprint,
suitable for all airports in urban and populated
areas.
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PMM U MUAAHO

MomyBali go Mmaaus 8 3 AecHu cmobnku:

1. 136epu cu destinazione om caiima - PuM uAau MuaaHo
2. Momvopcu cBos perfetto norem Ha ygobHa 3a meb6 gama =
3. Kaxku "ciao, Italia!" (Moxke u kamo ce npubupaw) =

Emo, Beue 208opuw e3uka!
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BOKO BACUAEB e eguH om Hau-yBaxkaBaHume
meneBu3uoHHu >kypHaaucmu B Boazapus, Bogew, u

npogyueHm Ha "lMaHopama" no BHT. [lokmop no couuonozus,
Bv3numaHuk Ha Coduuckus yHuBepcumem, cneuuausupan e 8
Xaugenbepe, l'epmaHus. ABmop e Ha gecemku gokymeHmanHu
duamu, Bkalouumenro “fdeuama Ha bawume”, 3a koumo
noAyuu Fondmama Hazpaga “Pobep LLyman” 3a 2007 2oguHa.

BOYKO VASSILEV is one of Bulgaria’s most renowned
television journalists, and the host and producer of the

talk show Panorama (broadcast on the National Bulgarian
Television). He holds a Ph.D. in sociology, is a Sofia University
alumnus, and has specialized in Heidelberg, Germany. He has
authored dozens of documentaries, including The Children

of the Fathers, for which he received Bulgaria’s 2007 Robert
Schuman Journalism Award.

MBAINAO METPOB e cpeg manaHmauBume Maagu 6bazapcku
domoepadu, cbagamen Ha cmyguo Focus Shift. Cneuuanusupa
MOgHa u nopmpemHa ¢omozpagdus. OcBeH moBa ce uHmepecyBa
om kuHo u om BceaeHama, kosmo Hu 3aobukans. BapBa,

ye 3a gobpume cHumMku e Heobxoguma kombuHauusi om

maAaHm, opu2uHaAHo MucAeHe u kauecmBeHa mexHuka, kamo
nocaegHama e Hau-ManoBaxkHa.

IVAYLO PETROV is one of the most gifted young Bulgarian
photographers and creator of Focus Shift Studio. He specializes
in fashion and portrait photography. Furthermore, he has interests
in movies and in the Universe that surrounds us. He believes that
one needs a combination of talent, original ideas, and quality
equipment to make good pictures — with the last condition being of
the least importance.



(¥) MbPBOTO BMW XM

3a noBeye uHbopmMauusa u obepma, MoAsa cBbpkeme ce ¢ Hawume mbpa2oBcku ekunu om M Kap Tpyn.

M Kap BapHa M Kap MNnaeBeH M Kap MnaoBguB M Kap Codus

9023, BapHa 5800, MNaeBeH 4003, MNaoBguB 1407, Codus

6yA. "BAa.BapHeHyuk” 320 kB. "Apyx6a”" 1 ByA. "KapnaoBcko woce” ByA. "YepHu Bpbx” 53
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Ten.: +359 52 918 208 Ten.: +359 64 970 804 Ten.: +359 32 571296 Ten.: +359 2 49 28 335

°H pa3xog Ha 20puBo, WLTP B A/100 km: 12,5-12,3; CO, emucuu B 2/km, kombuHupaHu no WLTP: 43-35;
Ha enekmpoeHepaus, WLTP B8 kBmu/100 km: 33,6-32,5




C "BbAIAPUA EbP"
N0 BbALLUEBHIA ANCABOH

Aememe ¢ Hac go BbAwebHus AucaboH:

om 6 anpua "Bba2apus Evp" cmapmupa
HoBama cu pegoBHa AuHus om Codus go
nopmyzanckama cmoaAuua 3a AemHus Ce30H
Ha 2024. OQupekmHume nonemu ca gBa
nbmu cegumuuHo, Bcsaka cpsaga u cbboma.
Hau-Huckama ueHa 3a egHonocoueH bunem
8 ukoHomuuHa kaaca 3a nomHuk 6e3 peauc-
mpupaH 6azaxk go AucaboH e 139 eBpo.
3awo ga nocemume AucaboH? Nwva
cmomuuu ybegumeAHU npuyuHU, Ho Heka
cnomeHem camo Hau-ocHoBHume. 3apagu
kyamypama u apxumekmypama: 8 kpas

Ha kpauwama AucaboH e cmoaAuuama Ha
cmpaHa, kosmo Hsakoza e Baageena nonoBu-
Hama cBsam u B kosmo ca ce cmuyaau 6o-
2amcmBama Ha Adpuka, MiHgus, Bpa3uaus
u OcmpoBume Ha nognpaBkume. 3apagu
ueHume: Hanyk Ha umnepckomo cu MuHaAo

6 | THE INFLIGHT MAGAZINE
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nopmyzaAuume gHec ca cumMnamuyHo
ckpomMHu xopa, a ueHume - om xomeAu go
pecmopaHmu u 6apoBe - ca Hau-Huckume
B 3anagHa EBpona. 3apagu kaumama: Au-
caboH e om maAkomo cmoAuuU Ha NOAOBUH
yac nom om nvpBokAaacHu naakoBe. As-
mOomOo He & HENOHOCUMO 20pewo, eceHma
u 3umama ca meku u npusmHu. 3apagu
pasHoobpa3suemo: AucaboH e kocmMonoau-
meH 2pag ¢ noguepmaH Bkyc kbm HowHus
>kuBom. Ho ocBeH moBa e u MHo20 ygobHa
6asa ga npoyyume nacmopaAHama nopmy-
2ancka npoBuHuus. 3apagu ¢pagomo: mo
ganey He e npocmo xapakmepHa MecmHa
my3uka. N He moXke ga ce onuwe - mpsabBa
ga omugeme u ga 20 nouyBcmBame. U 3a-
pagu owe 6e36pou npuyuHu - koumo obaue
we Bu ocmaBum ga omkpueme camu.

3a noBeue uHpopmayusa: www.air.bg B

FLY BULGARIA AIR TO
THE MAGICAL LISBON

Fly with us to magical Lisbon: from April 6,
"Bulgaria Air" starts its new regular route
from Sofia to the Portuguese capital for the
summer season of 2024. Direct flights are
twice a week, every Wednesday and Satur-
day. The lowest price for a one-way ticket
in economy class for a passenger without
checked baggage to Lisbon is €139.

Why visit Lisbon? There are hundreds of
compelling reasons, but let's mention only
the most basic ones. Because of culture
and architecture: after all, Lisbon is the
capital of the country that once ruled half
the world, and where the riches of Africa,
India, Brazil and the Spice Islands flowed to.
Because of prices: despite its imperial past,
today the Portuguese are likeably modest
people, and prices — from hotels to restau-
rants and bars — are the lowest in Western
Europe. Because of climate and location:
Lisbon is one of the few European capitals
located half an hour away from first class
beaches. Summer isn’t unbearably hot, au-
tumn and winter and mild and pleasant.
Because of variety: Lisbon itself is a
cosmopolitan city with a definite taste for
nightlife. Besides, it's a very convenient
basis to explore the pastoral Portuguese
countryside.

Because of fado: It's far from being just
traditional local music. It can’t be de-
scribed —

you must go and feel it. And because of
many more reasons we’ll let you discover
yourself. B
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Cinematic sound
and vision. Bundled.

Front-row seats at home. Experience all the sporting action
of the season in high fidelity with this exclusive bundle.
Featuring Beovision Theatre or Beovision Harmony, and a
pair of either Beolab 28 or Beolab 18 speakers for stunning
surround sound. See your local store for a tailored offer.

SOFIA, 53, CHERNI VRAH BLV.
& +359 2 8073757
O SOFIA@BEOSTORES.COM
WWW.BEOSTORES.BG
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23.1%

e gbpXkaBHusm gbae Ha BvAa2apus kamo coomHoweHue kbm BpymHus
BbmpeweH npogykm Ha cmpaHama, noka3Bam nocaegHume gaHHU
Ha Eurostat. ToBa e Bmopusim Hal-Hucvk nokazamea 8 EBponelckus
cblo3 caeg mo3u Ha EcmoHus (19.6%). Boazapus obaue e cmpaHama
C Hau-2oAsM pbem B gbpkaBHus gbA2 3a NOCAEgHOMO mpuMeceyue -
uenu 2.1% om BBI. CmpaHume ¢ Hau-2oAsM gbae B kpas Ha 2023 ca
Mopuus (162%), Mimanus (137%), Opaxuus (111%), WUcnaxus (108%)

u benzus (105%).

23.1% is the government debt of Bulgaria as a ratio to the Gross Do-
mestic Product of the country, according to the latest Eurostat data.
This is the second lowest indicator in the European Union after that
of Estonia (19.6%). However, Bulgaria is the country with the larg-
est increase in government debt for the last quarter - as much as
2.1% of GDP. The countries with the most debt at the end of 2023
are Greece (162%), Italy (137%), France (111%), Spain (108%) and
Belgium (105%). l

gl |

3akoHa ca nocmvnuau B HapogHomo co-
6paHue 3a U3MeHEHUE U gonbAHEHUE npes3

Bmopama nonoBuHa Ha 2023, noka3Ba ‘. | '\:'1I

cnpaBka Ha fOpuguuecku Bapomemup*, {
kamo peanHo ca uameHeHu 43 om msx.
ToBa e pekopg 3a nocregHume 12 2ogu-
Hu. 34 om 3akoHume ca npomeHsiHU hoBe-
ue om BegHbX, a 3akoHbm 3a akuusume
u gaHbuHUme ckaagoBe e npomeHsiH ueau
cegeM Nbmu 3a wecm meceua.
| EN |

51 laws entered the National Assem-

neBa cmpyBa HemHama u3gpbxkka 3a mpuuAeHHO cemeu-
cmBo (gBama pabomeuwu u egHo geme), nokazBam uauuc-
AeHus Ha cuHgukama KHCB kbm mapm 2024. Pasmepbm
Ha usgpvXkkama ce e noBuwun ¢ 1.1% cnpsamo kpas Ha
2023, u ¢ 4.3% cnpsmo mapm 2023. O6wo 1454 neBa me-
CeyHo ca Heobxogumu 3a usgpwvxkkama Ha eguH pabomeuw,
ako >kuBee cam, nokasBa uscaegBaHemo.

EN
BGN 2,616 is the net maintenance for a three-member fam-
ily (two working people and one child), according to cal-
culations by the KNSB trade union as of March 2024. The
amount of maintenance increased by 1.1% compared to the
end of 2023, and by 4.3% compared to March 2023. A total
of BGN 1,454 per month are needed to support a working
person if he lives alone, the research shows.

om HapyweHuama 8 eHepauuHama cucmema Ha koHmuHeHmaAHa EGpona npe3 MuHanama

bly for amendment in the second half
of 2023, according to a report by "Le-
gal Barometer", and 43 of them were
actually amended. This is a record for
the last 12 years. 34 of the laws were
amended more than once, and the Law
on Excise and Tax Warehouses was
amended as many as seven times in six
months. l
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20gUHa ca npuyuHeHu om BbvAzapus, cbobuwu AHzeAuH LlaueB, usnvAHUMeAeH gupekmop
Ha EnekmpoenepzaulHus cucmemeH onepamop (ECO). 30% om HapyweHusma ca geno Ha
®paHuus, a ocmaBawume 20% ce pasnpegeasm mexkgy gpyaume 25 gobpxkaBu 8 EC. Oc-
HoBHama npuyuHa 3a moBa e Auncama Ha baaaHcupawu MowHocmu B 6bazapckama eHep-

2ulHa cucmema, ymouHu LlaueB.
| EN |

50% of all the violations in the energy system of continental Europe last year were
caused by Bulgaria, announced Angelin Tsachev, executive director of the Electricity
System Operator (ESO). 30% of the violations were the work of France, and the remain-
ing 20% were distributed among the other 25 EU countries. The main reason for this is
the lack of balancing capacities in the Bulgarian energy system, Tsachev specified. H



HAWORTH ]
CORPORATE OFFICE SOLUTIONS ‘—I-HE PRDJEBT




JOBPE NOLWLAU
"XAAOHUTE
ABAUCET"

CBembm mpsabBa ga ce nogaomBu 3a NbA3aW, pacmexX u
Bce noBeue obwecmBeHo HegoBoacmBo, npegynpexkgaBa

KpucmaauHa 'eopaueBa

Tekemn KOHCTAHTUH TOMOB / Gomozpadus APXUB

pemomo gecemunemue Ha XX Bek

ocmaHa B ucmopusima kamo "peBs-

wume gBaucem". Tpemomo gece-

muaemue Ha XXI moXe 6u we bbge
3anoMHeHO kamo "xaagHume gBaucem",
no uspasa Ha ynpaBasBawus gupekmop Ha
Me>kgyHapogHus BanymeH ¢oHg Kpucmaau-
Ha leopzaueBa. Ha 12 anpuna 6vazapkama 6e
ymBbpgeHa ¢ koHceHcyc 3a Bmopu nemzo-
guweH MaHgam Ha nocma, koumo we 3anou-
He Ha 1 okmomBpu ma3u 2oguHa.

FTAOBAAHATA UKOHOMUKA MOXXE W
OA E W3BErHAAA peuecusma, om kos-
mo MHO3UHa ce bosxa cAeg gecemuaemu-
emo Ha 6e3pas3bopHO nevamaHe Ha napu
u gonbAHumeaHume wokoBe om Covid-19
u BolHama B YkpauHa. Ho cnopeg leopau-
eBa moBa He e ocHoBaHue 3a eydopuuHu
HacmpoeHus: npegcmou gecemuAemue Ha
"xnageH pacmexX" u "obwecmBeHo Hego-
BoacmBo", npegynpegu gupekmopbm Ha
MB® B obpvweHue kom AmaaHmuueckus
cbBem. "OmpesBsBawama peanHocm e, ue
2nobanHama ukoHomuuecka akmuBHocm e
Hucka no ucmopuveckume cmaHgapmu, a
nepcnekmuBume 3a pacmexk Bce noBeue ce
3a6aBam om 2nobanHama ¢puHaHcoBa kpusa
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HacaM", noguepma leopeueBa. Cnopeg Hes
UHPAauusama, pasmobpcusa ukoHomukume
om 2021 Hacam, ouwe He e HanbAHO nobege-
Ha. B cbwomo Bpeme npaBumeacmBeHusim
gbAe npogvakaBa ga pacme, ¢puckanHume
6ydepu ca uspasxogBaHu, koemo e cepu-
03HO npegu3BukameacmBo 3a nybAuuHume
¢duHaHcu B mHoz20 gbpxkalBu.

MNOANTUYECKATA CUTYALIUA CbLLO HU-
KAK HE E 6aazonpusmHa 3a cnpaBsHe ¢ pe-
kopgHume HuBa Ha gvbA2a. HezanomHeHama
nopeguua om pa3AuyHu wokoBe e goBeaa go
HeobuualHu HuBa Ha HecuzypHocm y xopa-
ma, a moBa ce ompassBa u Ha noAumuue-
ckama cmabuaHocm, ocobeHo B 2oguHa Ha
monkoBa MHo20 pewaBawu usbopu, cmama
[eopzueBa. MNpe3 2024 HoBu npaBumencmBa
we usbupam B Hakou om Hal-MHO20AlOgHU-
me gobp>kaBu u Hau-zonemume ukoHomuku.
Bombm B8 MakucmaH u MHgoHe3us muHa, B
kaneHgapa ca owe Mekcuko, NHgus (moBa
we e Hau-zoAaMomo kamo Bpou yuyacmHuuu
2nacyBaHe B uoBewkama ucmopus), IOXkHa
Kopes, lOXHa Adpuka, Hag nonoBuHama
gopkaBu B8 EBpona, BkalouumenHo Bbaza-
pus, u, pasbupa ce, npesugeHmckusm Bom
B8 CALL Ha 5 HoemBpu. B mHO20 manko om

_—__

me3u cmpaHu ce oyepmaBa sceH nobegu-
meA cbc cmabuaHa noaumuvecka nogkpena
u kanauumem 3a B3emaHe Ha HenonyAspHU
peweHus. Ha noBeuemo mecma ce ouyepma-
Bam komnpomucu u HoBa eckanauus Ha no-
nyAusma.

FEOPITMEBA E HA CbLLIOTO MHEHMUE u go-
6aBs, ue 6e3 cnewHu Mepku 3a yBeauuaBaHe
Ha npou3BogumeAHocmma u HamansBaHe Ha
gba2zoBama mexkecm, cBemvm e usnpaBeH
npeg gecemunemue Ha cbBcem baBeH pac-
meX u Ha yBeauuaBawo ce pasouapoBaHue.
Oupekmopbm Ha MBQ usnoasBa uspasa
"xnagHume gBaucem" (tepid twenties).

Bce nak, ako npogbakum aHanoz2usma ¢ mMu-
Hanus Bek, moBa He e uak moakoBa Aowo.
1920-me 20guHU HaucmuHa baxa "peBawu",
HO ueHama 3a Hagymume mozaBa ukoHo-
Muuvecku banoHu 6e zpvbmko cnykBaHe npes
1929 u genpecus, koasmo maka u He 6e nobe-
geHa ¢ MupHu cpegcmBa, a npukalouu egBa
Cc usbyxBaHemo Ha Bmopama cBemoBHa
BouHa. Ha mo3u ¢oH egHo "xaagHo" gecemu-
Aemue onpegeAeHo u3zaeXga 3a npegnouu-
maHe.

Mpes anpun MB® akmyaausupa npozHo3ume
cu 3a cBemoBHama ukoHomuka npe3 2024 u



LUEQOBETE HA MBO

Kamun TYT Benaus 1946-1951
MBap POT LLIBeuyus 1951-1956
MNep AKOBCOH LLIBeuus 1956-1963
Muep-Moa LUBAWLIEP Opaxuus 1963-1973
Noxarec BUTEBEIH HugepaaHgus 1973-1978
XKak goo AAPO3VEP @OpaHuus 1978-1987
Muwen KAMOECIO Opanuus 1987-2000
Xopcm KbOAEP lepmaHus 2000-2004
Pogpuzo OE PATO McnaHus 2004-2007
HomuHuk CTPOC-KAH @OpaHuus 2007-2011
Kpucmun AATAP[ OpaHuus 2011-2019
KpucmaauHa FTEOPTVIEBA Bvazapus 2019-

2025. Te couam 2aobaneH ppbcm om no 3.2%
3a gBeme 2oguHu - moakoBa, konkomo 6ewe
u npe3 2023. Cnopeg ukoHomucmume Ha
doHga cuaHomo npegcmaBsHe Ha amepu-
kanckama ukoHomuka we komneHcupa Bce
owe Bucokama uHpAauus u omcaabeHomo
nompebaeHue B8 Kumau u EBpona. Bcouw-
Hocm HoBama npozgHosza Ha MBO® e gopu ¢

0.1% no-Bucoka om npeguwHama, nybAuky-
BaHa npe3s aHyapu. Bce nak ukoHomucmume
npegynpexgaBam, ye BvamoxkHa eckanauus
Ha koHpAukma B Bauskus usmok moxe "cua-
HO ga noBause" u ga ozpaHuuu pacmexa.
MBQO® npegBuxkga 2.8% uHdaauus kem kpas
Ha 2024 (npu 4% npe3 2023), u 2.4% npe3
2025.

NPEA ATAAHTUYECKUA CbLBET KPUC-
TAAVHA FEOPIMEBA 3asa8u, ue npoz2HO3u-
paHama om MHO3UHa 2A0banHa peuecus U
nepuog Ha "cmazdaauus” uszaexkgam usbea-
Hamu, Ho Yye moBa He mpsb6Ba ga ycnokos-
Ba npaBumeacmBama. 3azybeHusm bpymeH
npogykm 3apagu naHgemusima u Xaomu4Hu-
me mepku cpewy Hes ce oueHsBa Ha Hag
3.3 mpuauoHa gonapa. HenponopuuoHanHo
20AfMa yacm om masu mexkecm naga Bopxy
Hal-ya3Bumume B ukoHomuuecko omHowe-
Hue gobp>kaBu, Yuumo pasxogu no obcAyXk-
BaHe Ha gbA2oBeme uMm gocmuzam cpegHu
paBHuwa om 14% om ¢uckanHume npuxogu -
gBouHo noBeue om HuBama kom 2010 2o-
guHa, HanomHu [eopaueBa. 3a cpaBHeHue B
cmpaHu kamo CALLl pasxogume 3a 06cAyX-
BaHe Ha gbaza ca egBa okono 5% om npuxo-
gume Ha xasHama.

3a KpucmanuHa [eopzueBa cneueAeHusim
Bmopu MaHgam e HeCbMHEH ycnex, U s 3am-
BvprkgaBa kamo Hau-BAausmeAHus BbA2apuH
8 ucmopusma Ha 2oAnemume MexXkgyHapogHu
op2aHu3auuu. B mMuHanomo u3anbAHUMEAEH
gupekmop Ha CBemoBHama 6aHka u Buue-
npe3ugeHm Ha EBponeuckama komucus, le-
opeueBa 3aema Hacmoswus cu nocm om 1
okmomBpu 2019 zoguHa. ll




WELCOME TO
THE TEPID TWENTIES

The world must prepare for creeping growth and increasing popular discontent,

he third decade of the 20th century
went down in history as the "Roaring
Twenties". The third decade of the
XXI will perhaps be remembered as
the "Tepid Twenties", according to the expres-
sion of the managing director of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, Kristalina Georgieva.
On April 12, the Bulgarian was approved by
consensus for a second five-year term in of-
fice, which will begin on October 1 this year.

THE GLOBAL ECONOMY MAY HAVE AVOID-
ED the recession many feared after a decade
of indiscriminate money printing and the add-
ed shocks of Covid-19 and the war in Ukraine.
But according to Georgieva, this is not a
reason for euphoric sentiments: a decade
of "tepid growth" and "popular discontent" is
ahead, the IMF director warned in an address
to the Atlantic Council. "The sobering reality is
global activity is weak by historical standards
and prospects for growth have been slowing
since the global financial crisis,” emphasized
Georgieva. According to her, inflation, which
has shaken economies since 2021, has not yet
been completely defeated. At the same time,
government debt continues to grow, and fiscal
buffers are depleted, which is a serious chal-
lenge for public finances in many countries.
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Kristalina Georgieva warns

By KONSTANTIN TOMOV / Photography IMF

The unusual levels of
uncertainty among
people affect political
stability, especially in

a year with so many
decisive elections,
Georgieva believes. In
2024, new governments
will be elected in some
of the most populous
countries and largest
economies: Pakistan,
Indonesia, Mexico,
India, South Korea,
South Africa, more than
half of the countries in
Europe, and, of course,
the US presidential vote

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IS ALSO NOT
AT ALL conducive to dealing with record debt
levels. The unforgettable series of various
shocks has led to unusual levels of uncer-
tainty among people, and this also affects
political stability, especially in a year with so
many decisive elections, Georgieva believes.
In 2024, new governments will be elected in
some of the most populous countries and
largest economies. The vote in Pakistan and
Indonesia has passed, the calendar also in-
cludes Mexico, India (this will be the largest
vote in human history), South Korea, South
Africa, more than half of the countries in
Europe, including Bulgaria, and, of course,
the US presidential vote on November 5. In
very few of these countries, a clear winner
emerges with stable political support and the
capacity to make unpopular decisions. Com-
promises and a new escalation of populism
are expected in most places.

Georgieva agrees, adding that without urgent
measures to increase productivity and reduce
the debt burden, the world faces a decade
of very slow growth and increasing disillusion-
ment. The director of the IMF used the ex-
pression "tepid twenties".

However, if we continue the analogy with the last
century, this is not so bad. The 1920s were in-
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THE CHIEFS OF THE IMF

Camille GUTT Belgium 1946-1951
Ivar ROOTH Sweden 1951-1956
Per JACOBSSON Sweden 1956-1963
Pierre-Paul SCHWEITZER France 1963-1973
Johannes WITTEVEEN Netherlands 1973-1978
Jacques de LAROSIERE France 1978-1987
Michel CAMDESSUS France 1987-2000
Horst K HLER Germany 2000-2004
Rodrigo DE RATO Spain 2004-2007
Dominique STRAUSS-KAHN France 2007-2011
Christine LAGARDE France 2011-2019
Kristalina GEORGIEVA Bulgaria 2019-

deed "roaring", but the price for the then-inflated
economic bubbles was a loud burst in 1929 and
a depression that was never defeated by peace-
ful means, ending only with the outbreak of the
Second World War. Against this background, a
"tepid" decade certainly seems preferable.

IN APRIL, THE IMF UPDATED ITS FORE-
CASTS for the world economy in 2024 and

2025. They point to global growth of 3.2% in
both years - the same as in 2023. According
to the fund's economists, the strong perfor-
mance of the US economy will offset the still
high inflation and weaker consumption in Chi-
na and Europe. In fact, the new IMF forecast
is even 0.1% higher than the previous one
published in January. Still, economists warn
that a possible escalation of the conflict in
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the Middle East could "strongly impact" and
limit growth. The IMF predicts 2.8% inflation
by the end of 2024 (up from 4% in 2023), and
2.4% in 2025.

Speaking to the Atlantic Council, Kristalina
Georgieva said that the global recession and
period of "stagflation" predicted by many
appear to be avoided, but that this should
not reassure governments. The lost gross
product due to the pandemic and the cha-
otic measures against it is estimated at more
than 3.3 trillion dollars. A disproportionately
large part of this burden falls on the most
economically vulnerable countries, whose
debt servicing costs reach average levels of
14% of fiscal revenues - double the levels of
2010, Georgieva reminded. By comparison,
in countries like the US, debt service costs
are only about 5% of treasury revenues.

FOR KRISTALINA GEORGIEVA, THE SEC-
OND MANDATE won is an undoubted suc-
cess, and it confirms her as the most in-
fluential Bulgarian in the history of major
international organizations. Former executive
director of the World Bank and vice president
of the European Commission, Georgieva has
held her current position since October 1,
2019. 1
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HA FbATAPUSA E
AAAEHO MHOTO.

IHPOCTO TPSIbBA

AA TO N3TIOA3BAME

Tum Kypm, uanbAHUmMeAeH gupekmop Ha ,Aypybuc BvAzapusa“ u npe3augeHm Ha
FepmaHo-6vA2apckama uHgycmpuaAHo-mbpz2oBcka kamapa

Tekcm KOHCTAHTUH TOMOB / Qomoepadusa UBAMAO NMETPOB

-H Kypm, Aurubis 06a8u eguH om Hall-2oAe-
Mume uHBecmuuyuoHHU nanaHoBe B ucmopu-
fAima cu, Ha cmouHocm 1.7 MmuAuapga eBpo.
KakBa yacm om me3u cpegcmBa we ce Bno-
»kam B8 6vaz2apckusa Bu 6usHec?
400 muauoHa eBpo, ako 20Bopum 3a nepuoga om gHec
go 2027. ToBa e MHO20 cepuo3eH aHz2akumMeHm Ha
Aurubis kbm Bvazapus u kem pabomama, kosmo Bbp-
wum myk. Hau-zonsmama uHBecmuuus e 3a paswups-
BaHe Ha paduHepusima 3a kamogHa meg. ToBa we Hu
no3BoAu ga npepabomBame Bcuuku npousBexkgaHu B
Bbaz2apus megHu aHogu B paduHupaHa meg. [JHeC Hue
usnpawame 2oAaMa yacm om me3u aHogu kbm Hawu-
me 3aBogu B EBpona 3a no-HamambwHO paduHupaHe.
ToBa we npukalouu npe3 2026.
Pabomum cow,o Bopxy ueaume cu 3a HemHama Hyaa.
Masudpuuupame npouszBogcmBomo cu, 3a ga 3ameHUM
2opuBa ¢ Bucok BvbaaepogeH omneuamvk kamo ke-
pocuH u guseA. 3Haeme, ye Beue usnon3Bame eguH
domoBoamauueH napk, ceza cmpoum owe gBa, a go-
2oguHa we gobaBum koM max u uemBvbpmu.

Taka we umame o6wa uHCmMaAupaHa MOWHOCM om
41 mezaBama?

Ha. ToBa 3Hauu, ye we MoXem ga 2eHepupame camu
16% om nompebAeHuemo cu Ha eHepaus. Mimame u
gpyau naaHoBe 3a BambpHa u Xugpo eHepaus Ha eman
npoyuBaHe, Ho me He ca BkaloueHu B uHBecmuuuoH-
Hama npozpama 3acezaa.

YcnopegHo usnvAaHsBame cbw,o moakoBa BaxkHa npo-
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2pama 3a edpekmuBHocm. NHcmanupame 460 MHO20
ukoHoMuuHu, BucokoedbekmuuHu enekmpuuecku mo-
mopu - nocAegHo nokoneHue Ha mexHoAo2uume B Hu-
ckus u cpegHus Boamadk.

Tpemama uyacm e MogepHu3auus Ha npogykmume.
Mpe3 2025 Hu npegcmou 3amBapsHe Ha MOWHOCMU-
me, koemo npaBum Ha Bceku gecem 2oguHu. MNMocaeg-
Homo 6e npe3 2016. Mimame owe Hskoako npoekma
kamo HoBa npeuyucmBameAHa uHCcmMaaauus 3a onag-
Hume Bogu, HOBu BazoHu 3a npeBo3 Ha megeH koH-
ueHmpam u Bmopa ¢a3a Ha npoekma 3a oxaakgaHe
Ha wAakama. MocaegHume mpu covwo ca ekoAo2uyHU
npoekmu. Hakpas, Ho He no BakHocm, npogoaxka-
Bame npoezpamama "KpacuBo CpegHozopue". Kakmo
3Haeme, Hue ycmouuyuBo uHBecmupame B8 Hawume
OCHOBHU napmHbopu B MO3u pezuoH: obwHocmume
Ha [Mupgon, 3anamuua u AHMOH. iIMame MHO20 UHU-
uuamuBu, 6asupaHu ocHoBHO Bvpxy obpasoBaHue,
3gpaBeonasBaHe - ¢ 6boaHuuama B Mupgon, kyamypa
u okoAHa cpega. ToBa e 8 obwu AUHUU UHBECMUUUOH-
Hama Hu npozpama.

AmM6uuuama Bu e ga yBeauuume ¢ noHe 50% npo-
uzBogcmBomo Ha kamogHa meg 8 Boazapus, Bmec-
mo ga usHacame mexXguHeH npogykm. KakBu we
ca noA3ume 3a 6usHecau, u kakBu ca ocHoBHume
mpygHocmu, koumo mpa68a ga npeogoneeme?

B momeHma Hue exkezogHo usHacsame mexkgy 100,000 u
160,000 moHa megHu aHogu - B 3aBucumocm om mbp-
ceHemo - koM Hawus 3aBog 8 OaeH, Beazus. ToBa »



TUM KYPT e uanbAHUmMeAeH gupekmop Ha ,Aypybuc
BoAzapus“ AQl u npesugeHm Ha FepmaHo-6bazapckama
uHgycmpuaAHo-mbpzoBcka kamapa. Mpes 2006 ce
npucbeguHsBa kbm ,Hopggouue AduHepu“ (gHec
LAypybuc®), a om 2014 e Ha Hacmoswama cu nosuuus 8
Bvazapus. PogeH e B BpemeH, 3aBbpwiua e cheuuaaHocm
»Noz2ucmuka“ 8 YHuBepcumema 3a npuao>kHu Hayku BvB
Dpugbepe, FepmaHus.

"AYPYBUC BbATAPUA" e uacm om Aurubis AG, eguH

om Bogewume npousBogumeau Ha meg B EBpona.
KomnaHusima e Hau-20AemMusim UHgyCmpuaAeH
gaHbkonaameu, 8 Boaz2apus. Ha Hes ce nagam 7.5% om
obuwus usHoc Ha cmpaHama. B "Aypybuc Boazapus”
cb3gaBa Hag 900 pabomHu Mmecma, u owe 2500 pabomHu
Mecma npu noggocmaBuuuume cu.

KomnaHusima we uHBecmupa 800 mAH. eBpo 6
cAegBawume Yemupu 20guHU 3a paswupsBaHe

Ha kanauumema go 340 000 moHa paduHupaHa

Meg 2oguwHo, gekapboHusauus (¢ uszpakgaHemo

Ha ¢omoBoamauuHu napkoBe c kanauumem 41

mezaBama u BvBerkgaHemo Ha BucokoepekmuBHu
enekmpogBuzamenu), MogepHu3auus Ha npousBogcmBomo
U Ha npeyucmBameAHama cmaHuus 3a omnagHu Bogu,
HoBa uHdppacmpykmypa u HOB Baz2oHeH napk.




> we cnpe. Ha npakmuka 3amBapsme kpo-
2a Ha Hawemo npou3BogcmBo myk. Kak-
Bomo npousBege mMemaaypauuyHUSM Hu
3aBog, we b6bge us3uaro npepabomeHo om
paduHepusma Ha macmo. Om camomo Ha-
yano paduHepusma e npoekmupaHa maka,
ye AeCcHo ga bbvge paswupeHa ¢ 50%. Ha-
npumep Hue npocmo ygbakaBame kpaHa
go HoBama cepaga. I uma gocmamvouHo
ocmaBeH mepeH, 3a ga paswupum paduHe-
pusama Ha uamok. Taka ue myk He ce ouep-
maBam mpygHocmu.

Hue uckpeHo BapBame - kakmo Auuu u om
pasmepa Ha uHBecmuuusma - ye megma e
eguH om mMemaaume Ha 6vbgewemo. Mpes
usaomo Bpeme 20Bopum 3a 3eneHa cgenka,
enekmpudukauus u enekmpuuecka Mobua-
Hocm. Megma e Heobxoguma u 3a mpume
meHgeHuuu. He Ha nocaegHoO mMscmo, Me-
gogobuBbm umMa 20AAM NpuHOC KoM BbA-
2apckama ukoHomuka. PaduHupaHama meg
e egHa om ocHoBHume ekcnopmHu cmoku
Ha cmpaHama. ToBa ca e2naBHume npuyuHuU
ga pewum, caeg goA20 U BHUMameAHo naa-
HupaHe, ga HanpaBum masu uHBecmuuus.

PajduHupaHemo Ha kamogHa meg upes
enekmpoausa e nocnoBuuHO eHepzoem-
vk npouec. Kak oueHsBame eHepzaulHama
cumyauus B8 Boazapus 8 momeHma? Om
camonpoBu32nacun ce '"eHep2ueH Xb6 Ha
BankaHume'", cmpaHama Bce noBeue ce npe-
Bpvwa BbB BHocumen Ha enekmpoeHepus...
ToBa HaucmuHa e MHO20 eHepz2oeMbk npo-
uec. 3a ga Bu gam eguH npumep, Hawusm
3aBog mexkgy Mupgon u 3aamuua nompe-
6s58a monkoBa enekmpuuecmBo, koankomo
u 2pag c pasmepume Ha Pyce uau Cma-
pa 3azopa. Om gpyea cmpaHa, moBa ce
omHacs He camo go megogobuBa, HO u go
gobuBa Ha MHO20 gpysu Memaau. ToBa ca
Hau-zoAemMume nompebumenu Ha enek-
mpoeHepausa B cmpaHama.

TpabBa ga cMe yecmHu: wie npogbAKuM ga
pasuumame Ha moBa eanekmpuuecmBo u B
bbgewe, HesaBucumo koako Bv3HOBHOBA-
ema eHepaus cu npou3Bexkgame camu. 3a-
nouyHaxme ¢ 0% npegu gBe zoguHu, ckopo
we umame 16% - Ho moBa nak cu ocmaBa
camo NpoueHmM om USAOCMHUMeE HU Hy>kgu.
3a ga 2u nokpuem HanbAHO, U 3aHanpeg we
pasuumame Ha BbHwHa enekmpoeHepaus.
C ygoBoancmBue Buxkgame Hanpegbka npu
HasemHume u mopckume BemponapkoBe:
noHe Beue ce Bogu guckycus u, ga ce Ha-
gsBame, moXke ga ce cmuzHe go nonoXKu-
meneH pedyamam. Bukgame cowo npogyk-
muBHu guckycuu okono 3amBapsaHemo Ha
BvbaAauwHume enekmpoueHmpaau B8 "Ma-
puua", ¢ npekBaaudpukauus, npemecmBaHe
Ha cAy>kumeAume u gpyau ugeu kakmo ga
ce npaBu c mo3u gobpe pa3Bum pauoH.
Huckycuume okono paswupsBaHemo Ha
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sgpeHama enekmpoueHmpana 8 Kosaogyu
Cbwo Mo2am ga nomMozHam.

Bce nak mpsabBa ga ocb3Haem, ue BambpHa-
ma eHepausa e camo kpamkocpouyHo pewe-
Hue. A Bcuuku 3Haem, ye agpeHume npoek-
mu u3uckBam mMHokecmBo cmbnku u MHO20
Bpeme, 3apagu Bcuuku paspewumenHu npo-
uegypu. Ho, owe BegHvXk, moBa He e camo
6vazapcku npobaem, mo e eBponeucku npo-
6aem. N 6u mpabBano ga uma obuioeBpo-
neucku onum 3a pewaBaHemo my.

Boazapus e moXke 6u eguHcmBeHama
cmpaHa B EC, koamo cyb6cugupa CUAHO
enekmpuuecmBomo 3a 6umoBu kaueH-
mu, kapaiku npomuwaeHume ga nnawam
cmemkama. Kak ce ompasaBa moBa Ha
uHBecmuyuume?

ToBa e MHo20 uyBcmBumenHa mema, kakmo
3Haeme, goBe>kgana go nagaHemo Ha npaBu-
meAcmBa B8 muHanomo. BsapBam, ue mpabBa
ga ce pa3anexkga om pasAuyHU baAu. U npu
moBa ga ce uma npegBug usaama cmpaHa.
MoHskoza umam yyBcmBomo, ue ce dokycu-

ue xopama u busHecom ga 3Hasm kakBo ga
ouakBam om 6vgewiemo. A He camo ga ce
cewame 3a memama om Bpeme Ha Bpewme u
nocae 6bp30 ga a usocmaBame, koeamo cno-
poBeme ce paszopewsm. B lepmaHus umamve
makaBa nocaoBuua: my B8 kapmodume, my
u3BvH kapmodume. ToBa He e 3gpaBocAoBHO
3a cmpaHama. HecmabuaHama noAumuue-
cka cumyauus cbwo He nomaza. MoAumuuu-
me camo ce onumBam ga pewaBam ad hoc
HenocpegcmBeHume Bbnpocu B8 pamkume Ha
MaHgama cu. Ho B Hawu gHuU gopu He 3Haem
konko we npogoaku eguH maHgam. A 3a Bo-
npocume Ha eHepz2uuHama cu2ypHocm eguH
MaHgam e mBbpge kpamvk nepuog.

CezawHume ueHu Ha moka 3a npomMuw-
AeHu Hyxkgu B Boazapus npeuka Au ca 3a
nomeHuuanHume uHBecmumopu? Kpa-
mvk omzoB8op, MmoaA.

Oa.

MpousBogcmBa kamo Bawemo mpygHo
Moz2am ga ce enekmpuduuupam u3susano

"EQUH nasap e uHmepeceH, koezamo pasnoAaza
CbC cypoBuHama, HO CbWO U ko2zamo
agMuHUcCmpamuBHUME U eHepaulHUME pasxogu
ca barazonpudamHu 3a uHgycmpuume. Taka ue
mo3u banaHc mpAbBa ga bbge HamepeHr"

pame ocHoBHo kakBo cmaBa B Codus u owe
Hakonko gobpe pa3Bumu obracmu. Ho moBa
He e uana boazapus, Haau? He 6uBa ga ce
3abpaBam u ocmaHaaume obaacmu, koe-
mo He ca moakoBa pa3Bumu. Jopu u camo
om masu nepcnekmuBa, moBa e mBuvpge
cnokeH Bbnpoc. Om gpysa cmpaHa, uHgyc-
mpusma mps6B8a ga e koHkypeHmocnocob-
Ha. Bpvwauku ce kom "Aypybuc Boazapus",
Hukou He ce uHmepecyBa kakBa e ueHama
Ha enekmpoeHepzusma B gageHa cmpaHa.
Megma ce movpzyBa Ha AoHgoHckama 6op-
ca 3a MemaAu u eguHcmBeHomo, koemo
uma 3HaueHue, e kpauHama ueHa. Bukgave
gpyau cmpaHu B EBpona, a u u3BvH EBpo-
na, ga npegaazam MHO20 ho-6AaazonpusmHu
ueHu. EguH nasap e uHmepeceH, koz2amo
pasnoAaza cbC cypoBuHama, HO CbWwo U
kozamo agmuHucmpamuBHuUme u eHepauul-
HUMe pasxogu ca bAazonpusimHu 3a UHgycC-
mpuume. Taka yue mo3u banaHc mpsa6Ba ga
6vge HamepeH. 3HaM, ue moBa He omzoBaps
HanbAHO Ha Bawus Bvonpoc, HO cmamam, ue
e HykHa komnaekcHa guckycus c ekchep-
mu - a CbWoO U NpexogeH nepuog, maka ue
Bceku ga moke ga pasbepe pazBumuemo Ha
ueHume. MHozo BakHo e ga uma HagexkgHa,
npegBuguma cmpykmypa Ha ueHume, maka

3apagu usuckBaHume Bucoku memnepa-
mypu. B no-ganeuHa nepcnekmuBa kak-
Bo moxke ga 3ameHuU npupogHusa 2a3 kamo
usmouHuk Ha eHepzaua? BapBame Au BvB
"8ogopogHomo o6wecmBo", koemo caeg
goAav2 3acmoiu omHoBo Bausa B nonespe-
Huemo Ha EC kamo noaumuka?

Mucas, ue Bogopogom e gocma uHme-
pecHa mexHonozus. Hue no-ckopo 6uxme
uckaau ga noHwkum emucuume Ha Bxoga,
omkonkomo ga mbpcum peweHus 3a yAa-
BsaHe Ha Bba2AepogHU emMucuu Ha u3xoga
Ha Hawemo npou3BogcmBo. [Mpou3Bog-
cmBomo Ha mMeg BcbwHOCM € go 2oAasma
cmeneH enekmpuduuupaHo B Hawu gHu.
Mpegu3BukamencmBomo Hu B Bva2apus e
B8 Henpekume emucuu. lNpekume ca camo
egHa mpema om Hawus BbaaepogeH omne-
yamvk. OcmaHanume gBe mpemu ca npuB-
HeceHu upe3 enekmpuuecmBomo. Beue
obcbguxmMe Hawume onumu ga ce cnpaBum
¢ moBa. Om gpysa cmpaHa, Hawusm me-
manypauueH 3aBog B8 Xambypz npemvpns
MHO20 YCNnewHu u3numaHus 3a ynompe-
bama Ha Bogopog. YBepeHu cme, ue moBa
we ce npexBvpAu u kbM ocmaHaAume Hu
3aBogu. MNMpegu Hakoako cegmuuu kaHagcku
uHBecmumopu b6sxa B8 Xambypz ga nognu-



wam memMopaHgym 3a pasbupameacmBo 3a
gocmaBka Ha 3eneH Bogopog 3a pezuoHa.
Mpegcmou BpemeHHo 3amBapsHe Ha 3aBo-
ga HU mam npe3 maul, U newume 3a MegHu
aHogu we bvgam npeBkaloueHu B cbcmos-
Hue, 2omoBo 3a Bogopog. Ho moBa e camo
uemBopm om omezoBopa. CBvpwuxme cu
pabomama, mexHoAo2uama e u3npobBa-
Ha u pabomu. Ho ocmaBam pezyaauuume,
uHdpacmpykmypama u, pasbupa ce, nog-
xogswama ueHa. Ako Bcuuku mesu Hewa
He cu nacHam, umame npobaem. Hsma
CbMHeHue obaue, ye moBa e MHO20 UH-
mepecHa mexHonozus. Bux gobaBua, ue B8
6bazapckus Hu 3aBog Hau-nocAe we uma-
Me gocmbn go npupogeH 2a3 go kpas Ha
masu 2oguHa - a 3Haeme, Ye uHdpacmpyk-
mypama 3a npupogeH 2a3 MoXke nocAe ga
ce u3noAsBa u 3a Bogopog.

Aurubis e Hal-2onemuam npousBogumen
Ha meg B8 EBpona. Hackopo 2naBHusm
ushbAHumeaeH gupekmop PoaaHg Xa-
puHac kasa npeg Bloomberg, ye ommyk
Hamamvk mopceHemo 3a meg moxke ga
BopBu camo B8 egHa nocoka: Hazope.
Bcuuko cBvpsaHo ¢ gekap6oHusauus u
enekmpudukauus e Hemucaumo 6e3 meg.
KakBu ca ouakBaHusama Bu 3a pasBumue

Ha nasapa 8 cregBawume nem 2oguHu?
CMmamame Au, ye Boazapusa uszBauua goc-
mambyHO NOA3a OM npupogHume cu ga-
geHocmu 8 ma3u o6aacm?

HanvAaHO nogkpensm kazaHomo om 2-H
XapuHzc. [ekapboHusauus, cBvpsaHocm,
guzumaausauus, eaekmpuuyecka MOBUA-
Hocm: me ca HeBb3moXHu 6e3 meg. Taka
ye oyakBame pacmsawo mobpceHe 3a Mo3u
Memaa u 3Haewm, ye we e npegusBukamen-
cmBo moBa mbpceHe ga ce 3agoBoAu.
[Hec Bbvazapus Beue e Ha wecmo macmo B
EBpona 3a gobuB u npepabomka Ha uBem-
HU memaau. 14% om eBponelckama meg
ugBa ommyk. N okono 10% om Bvazapckus
U3HOC Ce naga Ha memaAypauuvHus cek-
mop. Taka ue cmamam, ue Boazapus Beue
gonpuHacs MHoz20. Ho moxkem u noBeue.

Kak 2negame Ha gocma 6vbp3o pa3Buaa-
ma ce aBmomo6uaHa uHgycmpus 8 Boa-
2apua kamo nomeHuyuaneH kaueHm? [o
usuucaeHusa Ha IEA, eguH aBmomo6un ¢
ABI cogvpXka cpegHo okono 23 k2 meg,
HO eguH enekmpomMo6uA cogbprka noumu
55 ka...

Beue umame nopmdpoauo om kaueHmu myk,
u MHoXkecmBo HoBu ugeu u uHBecmuuuu
uykam Ha Bpamama. 3amoBa cme ybegeHu

8 pacmawomo BbmpewHo nompebaeHue B
cmpaHama. To e noae3Ho 3a Bcuuku, 3a-
womo cvkpawaBa Bepuzume 3a gocmaBku
u npaBu camume gocmaBku no-HageXgHu.
C megma, kosmo npousBexkgame B8 Bbaza-
pus, Mokem ga HanpaBum 14 muauoHa koH-
BeHuuoHaAHU aBmomobuaa, UAU 6 MUAUOHA
enekmpuuecku.

3Hauu megma HAMa ga 6vge npeuka 3a
3eneHus npexog?

Megma we 6bge npobaem, cbgeuku no
2nobanHomo mupceHe. Llle 6bge npegus-
BukameacmBo. B EBpona, Hue cme gobpe
nogzomBeHu 3a Hezo, HO ce Hy>kgaem u om
npegckasyemu noaumuku. 3awomo uHBec-
muuuume, 3a koumo 2oBopuxme, ca MHO20
gbA20CPOYHU - 32 gecemuAaemus Hanpeg.

Kamo 2oBopum 3a nonumuku, om nemge-
cemuHama Kpumuu4Hu cypoBuHu, ugeH-
muduuyupaHu om EC, EBpona npou3Bex-
ga 6 3Hauyumu konuvuecmBa eguHcmBeHo
meg u cpebpo. Mmam Au ocHoBaHue mpe-
BoxkHume npozHO3u 3a geuHmycmpuaau-
3auusa Ha koHmuHeHma 8 6vgewe?

He 6ux ce ozpaHu4uA camo ¢ me3u gBa me-
maaa u ¢ uBemHama memanypausi. EHep-
2utHusm cekmop, Hanpumep, cbwo e P
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) MHoO20 3acezHam om Auncama Ha pe-
cypcu B EBpona. Ho 2aaBHusim Bvnpoc e
koanko uHgycmpus e ckaoHHa ga 3anasu
EBpona. Caeg Bcuuku mesu kpusu - naH-
gemus, BolHu, npekbcBaHusa no Bepuzume
3a gocmaBku - e MmHo20 akmyanaeH Bbnpoc
ganu EBpona we cu no3Boau ga He nogkpe-
na cowecmByBawume uHgycmpuu, u ga He
okyparkaBa HoBu ga gougam myk. 3awomo
koM MomeHma ms He u3sz2nekga ocobeHo
npuBaekamenHa 3a me3u uHgycmpuu. [a
ce 20Bopu 3a geuHgycmpuaAusauus € Man-
ko cybekmuBHo, 3awomo Hue cMe MHO020
akmuBHu B8 Hawume uHgycmpuu. Ho uma-
Me npumecHeHus, Ye Hakou peayAaauuu ce
gBukam B zpewHama nocoka.

Bue cme Hau-2onemuam kaueHm Ha Boa-
2apckume goprkaBHu >kene3Huuu - egHO
npegnpusamue, u eguH cekmop, koumo
om 20guHU cmpagam om Hegocmamvu-
HU uHBecmuuuu u HeganHOBugHO ynpa-
BaeHue. Bukgame aAu HakakBo no3umuB-
HO pa3Bumue Hanocaegvk? KakvuB we e
epekmom Bopxy 6usHeca Bu om eBeHmy-
anHomo BausaHe Ha Boazapus 8 LLleHzeH-
ckomo cnopasymeHue?

A3 com goHsikbge npuBuaezupoBaH, 3awomo
com myk Beue om gecem 2oguHu u Buxkgam
MHO020 nonokumenHu pa3Bumus, cpaBHaBaul-
ku 2024 ¢ 2014. BuHa2u moXkem ga cnopum
gaAu mes3u npoMeHu cmaBam gocmambyHo
6bp30, pasbupa ce. Ho mpsabBa ga omuemem
U BbHWHUMEe u BompewHu pakmopu, koumo
HeBuHazu no3BoasBam pacmex.

Kamo usino a3 com NoAOKUMEAHO Hacmpo-
eH, koeamo cmaBa gyma 3a BOX. Hano-
cAegbk guckycuume HU ¢ msAXHOMO pbko-
BogcmBo ca MHO20 npodecuoHanHu. Mima
gbA2ocpoyHa Busus u goaboko pasbupaHe
Ha ueAnus cekmop. Hue umame gBa zonemu
BazoHHU napka, koumo Hapuuame cBou, u
8 momeHma o6bHoBsBame eguHus om msx.
"Aypybuc" geucmBumeAHO e Hau-20AeMUu-
am kaueHm Ha BX. Hue Bukgame B >ke-
A€3HUUUME mpaHchopma Ha bbvgewemo.
Konkomo go Bmopusi Bonpoc, MHO20 cme
wacmauBu, ye bvazapus Baese B m. Hap.
"Aek LLleHzeH", no Bb3gyx u no Boga. Ko-
2amo 2o0B8opum 3a cyxonbmeH u >kene3o-
nbmeH mpaHchopm, onawkume, koumo
umame ceza no 2paHuuume 3abaBsm npo-
uecume, gobaBam pasxogu u Henpegcka-
3yemocm. HaucmuHa ce HagsBam ga uma
onpegeneHa nomHa kapma, kosmo ga nos-
BoAu Ha Boazapus u PymbHus ga Baszam B
LlleH2eH u no cywa.

Om gocma 20guHuU cme npe3ugeHm Ha
Boazapo-2zepmaHckama mvopzoBcka ka-
mapa. 3a yuygBaHe Ha MHO3uHa, Nepma-
HuUA e egHa om cmpaHume, ¢ koumo Boa-
2apua uma nhonokumeAaeH mopzoBcku
6anaHc. Ha kou cekmopu e ocHoBHama
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3acayza?

MonokumenHomo nocaaHue myk e, ue
BcowHocm mHoXecmBo cekmopu gonpu-
Hacsm, a He camMO eguH: XpaHumeAHama
uHgycmpus, 3gpaBeonasBaHemo, mypu-
3Mbm, uBemHume u 4yepHU Memaau, aB-
momMobuAHama  uHgycmpus,  MuHHama
uHgycmpus. ToBa e 3gpaBocaoBHa u ba-
AaHcupaHa cmec. Ako eguH cekmop Bpe-
MeHHO u3numa 3abaBsHe, gpys we ce yc-
kopu. Kamo zoBopum 3a aBmomobuAHus
cekmop, pasbupaemMa Mmeuma e cmpaHama
ga uma cobcmBeHu 3aBogu 3a aBmomobu-
AU U 20neMu uHBecmuuuu, kakBumo Budk-
game B PymbHus uau YHeapusi. Bbnpocbm
e gokonko 3gpaBocaoBHo e moBa. Ako ce
koHueHmpupaw u3usno Bopxy eguH cek-
mop u mo3u cekmop ce 3ab6aBu, umaw ce-
puo3eH npobaem. 3amoBa xapecBam MHo-
20 pakma, ye monkoBa mHo20 cekmopu ca
gobpe npegcmaBeHu B Bvazapus.

Mo Bcuuko Auuu, ue Boazapua BvpBu
koM nopegHume u3BvHpegHu usbopu, u
nopegHusa nepuog Ha cAy>ke6HO ynpaBae-
Hue. Kak ce ompa3aBa moBa Ha uHBec-
muuuoHHama akmuBHocm u Ha omHowe-
Huemo kbm cmpaHama?

MHo20 gobovp Bvnpoc. ToBa pas3Bumue Ha
Hewama e 3AowacmHo, makap Hue kamo
UHgycmpus ga He ce HamecBame B8 noAumu-
yeckume npouecu. EguHcmBeHama gobpa
HoBuHa e, ye gemokpamuyHume npouecu
Bugumo pabomsam gobpe. Makap Bvazapus
ga e maaga gemokpauus, Beceku npuema u
cAegBa mesu npouecu. M3BbH moBa obaue
nonoXkeHuemo He e MHo20 3gpaBocAoBHoO.

Ko2amo komnaHuume mbpcam cmpaHu, B8
koumo ga uHBecmupam, noaumuueckama
cmabuaHocm e MHoz20 BadkeH ¢akmop.
Bva2apus uma mMHoxkecmBo nosumuBu 3a
uHBecmumopume: gaHbuu, 2eozpadcko
pasnonokeHue B 6Auzocm go mpu koH-
muHeHma, gobpa uHppacmpykmypHa mpe-
ka, gBe npucmaHuwa... Ho Hue He cme
eguHcmBeHu B Hawus pez2uoH U gpyau
cobwo ce onumBam ga uskonupam me3su
npegumcmBa. 3amoBa Buvazapus mpsb6Ba
BHumameAHO ga 2u ona3Ba u ga 2u Hag-
gpaxkga. Moaumuueckama HecmabuaHocm
He nomaza. He mpabBa ga npeHebpeaBame
cbwo Bbnpoca 3a bvazapume, xkuBeewu B
uy>kbuHa - B8 McnaHusa, FepmaHus, Beauko-
B6pumaHus, CALL... C kakBu BneuamaeHus
2u ocmaBs noAumuuyeckama cumyauus?
OkypakaBa Au 2u ga ce BvpHam obpa-
mHo? lMo-ckopo He, bux kasan. Buxkgame
npoyuBaHus cpeg geuama, 3aBvbpwBawu
yuuauwe, koge buxa uckaau ga yuyam no-
Hamambk - u BbAzapus He e Hau-npeg-
noyumaHama Bv3moXkHocm. Ako mMoza ga
usnpams nocAaHue Ha Hawume noAumuuu,
mo we e ga He MucAaam camo 3a cebe cu,
3a napmuuHume cu kapuepu, HO CbWwo U 3a
cmpaHama u 3a 3agayume, 3apagu koumo
ca buAu usbpaHu Ha nbpBo macmo.

3a nocaegHume 30 2oguHu Boazapusa e
3a2ybuna 6AU30 egHa mpema om HaceAe-
Huemo cu: pekopg 8 MmupHo Bpeme. Ha
mo3u ¢oH kak ce cnpaBsame Bue c gedu-
uuma Ha kagpu? Cmamame Au, ye cmpa-
Hama uma Bv3mokHocmu ga cu BopHe
yacm om emuzpupasume 6Au3o mpu Mu-
AUOHa gywu?

MMa MHO20 noAoKUMEAHU npumepu Ha
xopa u cemeucmBa, koumo ce 3aBpbwam.
Ho wewe ga e MHO20 no-AecHO, ako noAu-
muuume cbw,o 20 nogkpensxa ¢ noBege-
Huemo cu. Bce owe uma meHgeHuus xopa
ga Hanyckam cmpaHa, xopa ga ce mecmsm
B Hau-2oneMume 2pagoBe, u paxkgaemocm-
ma npogbakaBa ga cnaga.

Hue obaue BapBame, ue He camo ¢ "Ay-
pybuc", HO U ¢ MHO20 gpyau Bva2apcku
u meXgyHapogHu komnaHuu, cb3gaBawu
npuBAaekamenHa pabomHa cpega, mesu
meHgeHuuu mo2am ga ce npomeHsam. Mog
"npuBAaekamenHa pabomHa cpega" HaAMam
npegBug camo 3anaamume, HO U gpyau
mepku, onpegeneHu cmaHgapmu, koumo
gHec Beue ca gocma no-Bucoku, omkoako-
mo 6sxa 8 muHanomo. ToBa nomaza ga ce
noBspBa B cmpaHama, ga ce noBspBa, ue
BoAzapus moxke ga e gobpo macmo 3a >Ku-
BeeHe u paboma. Mimame Bcuuko Heobxo-
gumo, HaAu maka? [Apyau gbp>kaBu Hamam
monkoBa baazonpuameH kaumam, UAU MOA-
koBa xybaBo pasnonokeHue. Ha Bvazapus
ca gageHu MHoXecmBo gobpu akmuBu.
Mpocmo mpsa6Ba ga e2u usnoasBame. M
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BULGARIA HAS BEEN
GIVEN A LOT.

WE JUST NEED
TO USE IT

Tim Kurth, CEO of Aurubis Bulgaria and President of the German—Bulgarian
Chamber of Industry and Commerce

r Kurth, Aurubis has announced
one of the largest investment plans
in its history, worth 1.7 billion eu-
ros. What part of these funds will
be invested in your Bulgarian business?
400 million euros if we are talking about the time
frame between now and 2027. This is a very
strong commitment of Aurubis towards Bulgaria
and what we are doing over here. The biggest
investment is for the extension of our tankhouse.
This will enable us to process all copper anodes
we are producing into refined copper here in
Bulgaria. Today we are sending a big bunch of
the copper anodes to our sister plants in Europe
for further refinement. This will be coming to an
end in 2026.
We are also working on our targets towards Net
Zero. We are gasificating our production as a
means of replacing high carbon footprint fuels
such as fuel oil and diesel with natural gas.You
know that we have already got one photovoltaic
park running successfully, we are now building
another two, and next year, we'll add a fourth
one.

So you shall have a combined installed ca-
pacity of 41 megawatts?
Yes. This means we will be able to generate
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16 per cent of our energy needs ourselves. We
have also some other plans regarding wind and
hydro energy at research stage,they are not in-
cluded in the investment program yet.

In parallel we run an equally important effi-
ciency program. We are installing 460 very low-
consuming, highly efficient motors - the latest
generation technology in the low and middle
voltage sector.

The third part is production modernisation. In
2025, we shall have a major shutdown that we
have every ten years. The last one was in 2016.
We have several other projects such as a new
wastewater treatment plant, new wagons for
transporting copper concentrates and also what
we call slag cooling, phase two. These three are
also environmental projects. Last but not least,
we are continuing our “Beautiful Srednogorie”
project. As you know, we are sustainably invest-
ing in our main partners in this region: the com-
munities of Pirdop, Zlatitsa and Anton. We have
a lot of Initiatives, based mainly on education,
healthcare, with the hospital in Pirdop, culture
and environment. This is it in a nutshell.

Your ambition is to increase by at least 50%
the production of cathode copper in Bulgaria.
What will be the benefits, and what are the

main difficulties to overcome?

We are now annually shipping between 100,000
and 160,000 tons of anode copper to our sister
plant in Olen, Belgium, depending on the de-
mand. This will be completely stopped. This is
more or less closing the loop of our own pro-
duction. Whatever our smelter is producing will
be completely processed in the tankhouse on
site. From the beginning, the tankhouse was
designed in a way that this 50 per cent exten-
sion can be done smoothly. For example, we are
prolonging the crane into the new building. And
there's a footprint available to extend the tank-
house towards the East. So no difficulties there.
We strongly believe - as you can see by the in-
vestment size - that copper is one of the metals
for the future. We are talking all the time about
the Green Deal, electrification, and electric mo-
bility. Copper is a needed solution for all these
trends. With this investment, we are supporting
them. Last but not least, it's also a big contribu-
tor to the Bulgarian economy. Refined copper is
one of the major exports of Bulgaria. These are
the main reasons why we have decided, after a
long careful planning, to go for this investment.

Refining cathode copper by electrolysisisano-
toriously energy-intensive process. How do >



TIM KURTH is the executive
director of "Aurubis Bulgaria" AD
and the president of the German-
Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry. In 2006, he joined
"Norddeutsche Affinerie" (today
"Aurubis"), and since 2014 he
has been in his current position
in Bulgaria. Born in Bremen, he
graduated in Logistics from the
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"AURUBIS BULGARIA" is part

of Aurubis AG, one of the
leading producers of copper

in Europe. The company is the
largest industrial taxpayer in
Bulgaria. It accounts for 7.5%

of the country's total exports. At
"Aurubis Bulgaria" it creates over
900 jobs and another 2,500 jobs
at its suppliers. The company will
invest EUR 800 mn in the next
four years to expand capacity to
340,000 tons of refined copper
per year, decarbonization (with
the construction of photovoltaic
parks with a capacity of 41
megawatts and the introduction
of high-efficiency electric

motors), modernization of
production and the wastewater
treatment plant, new
infrastructure and new rolling
stock.




) you assess the energy situation in Bulgaria
at the moment? From a self-proclaimed "ener-
gy hub of the Balkans", the country is increas-
ingly becoming an importer of electricity...
First, we have to say that this is a very energy-
intensive process indeed. Just to give you an
example, our plant which is based between
Pirdop and Zlatitsa is using as much electricity
as a city the size of Ruse or Stara Zagora. On
the other hand, this is not only counting for
copper but also for other non-ferrous and fer-
rous metals. These are the biggest electricity
consumers in the country.

We have to be honest: we will continue to de-
pend on this electricity in the future, no matter
how much renewable energy we are produc-
ing ourselves. We started with 0 per cent two
years ago, soon we shall have 16 per cent, but

it will always be a percentage of our needs. To
get the 100 per cent, we will still be depending
on external electricity support.

We are very happy to see what is going on
with onshore and offshore wind parks: at least
there is now a discussion and hopefully it will
come to a positive result. We also see pro-
ductive discussions on the phase-out of the
coal power plants in Maritsa, with reeducation,
relocation and other ideas of what to do with
this nicely developed area. The discussions
regarding strengthening the nuclear power
blocks in Kozloduy could help a lot, as well.
However, we need to be aware that time-wise,
wind energy is quite a short-term solution. And
we know that nuclear projects will take a lot of
steps, a lot of time, because of all the permitting
procedures. But again, it is not only a Bulgarian
topic, it's a European topic. And there should be
a European effort to solve these issues.

Bulgaria is perhaps the only country in the
EU that subsidises heavily the electricity for
private consumers, making the industrial
ones pay the bill. How does that affect invest-
ments?

This is a sensitive topic as you know, having
led to the collapse of governments in the past.
| do believe you need to see it from different
angles, and also consider the whole coun-
try. Sometimes | have the feeling that we are
mainly focusing on what is going on in Sofia,
and maybe a few other well-developed areas.
But this is not the entire country, right? So you
should not forget all the other areas which
are not as developed. From that perspec-
tive, it's already complex to discuss it. On the
other hand, the industry needs to be competi-
tive. Coming back to Aurubis Bulgaria, no one
worldwide is interested in what are the elec-
tricity costs of a certain country. The copper
is traded on the London Metal Exchange and
the only thing that matters is the end price. We
do see that other countries in Europe but also
outside Europe are coming up with much more
favourable prices. A market is interesting when
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it has good sourcing possibilities but also if ad-
ministrative and energy costs are favourable
for Industries. Therefore, this balance needs
to be to be found. | know that this is not an-
swering your question completely, but | think a
complex discussion with experts is needed and
also a transitional period so that everyone can
understand the price development. It is very im-
portant to have a reliable price structure where
people and businesses can see what is going
on in the future, instead of stepping into a topic
and then stepping out when it's getting too hot.
In Germany, there is such a saying: going into
the potatoes and then going out of the potatoes
again. This is not very healthy. The unstable
political situation is not helping either. Politi-
cians are only trying to solve issues ad hoc for
their mandate. But these days we even don't
know how long mandates will be. And in terms
of electricity security, | think one mandate is
just too short a period.

Are current electrical prices in Bulgaria an
obstacle to possible investors? Just a short
answer, please.

Yes.

Production like yours can hardly be fully electri-
fied because of the high temperatures required.
In the longer term, what can replace natural
gas as an energy source? Do you believe in the

"hydrogen society", which, after a long stand-
still, is coming back into the EU's sights as a
policy?
I think this is quite an interesting technol-
ogy. Our position is that we would rather
try to lower the emissions at the entrance
than go for a solution for carbon capture
at the exit of our production. Copper pro-
duction as such is highly electrified these
days.. Our challenge in Bulgaria is over the
indirect emissions. The direct ones are one
third of our footprint, two thirds are import-
ed through the electricity. We already dis-
cussed all our efforts to cope with that. On
the other hand, our Hamburg smelter has
undergone quite successful tests regarding
the usage of hydrogen, We are very confi-
dent this will lead to a rollout to other plants
as well. A few weeks ago, there was a visit
from Canadian investors to Hamburg to sign
a memorandum of understanding regarding
serving green hydrogen to the region. There
will be a shutdown in our plant in Hamburg in
May, and the anode copper furnaces will be
switched to hydrogen ready. This however is
just a quarter of the answer. We have done
our job, the technology is proven, and it can
work. But it's also about regulations, infra-
structure and, of course, the right price. If
these things do not match, then we have an
issue. But no doubt this is a very interesting
technology. I'd like to add that our Bulgarian
plant will finally have access to natural gas
before the end of this calendar year - and you
know that this infrastructure can later be used
for hydrogen as well.

Aurubis is the largest producer of copper in
Europe. Your outgoing CEO Roland Harings
recently told Bloomberg that demand for cop-
per can only go in one direction from here:
up. Everything related to decarbonization and
electrification is unthinkable without copper.
What are your expectations for market devel-
opment in the next five years? Do you think
that Bulgaria derives enough benefit from its
natural resources in this area?

| fully support what Mr Harings said. Decar-
bonization, connectivity, digitalization, e-mobility:
these are not possible without copper. There-
fore, we see a rising demand for this metal and
we will have challenges to fulfil these demands.
Today, Bulgaria is already number six in the EU
for mining and processing of non-ferrous met-
als, and 14 per cent of all the European copper
is coming from here. In general, 10 per cent of
the Bulgarian export is related to the metallurgi-
cal sector. So | believe that Bulgaria is already
contributing a lot but we can do more.

How do you see the rapidly developing au-
tomotive industry in Bulgaria as a potential
customer? According to IEA calculations, an
internal combustion engine car contains on



average about 23 kg of copper, but an electric
car contains almost 55 kg...

We have a certain portfolio of customers here
already, and a lot of new ideas and new invest-
ments are knocking at the door. So we are also
positive about growing demand inside the coun-
try which helps everyone because it shortens
the supply chains and makes deliveries more
reliable. With the copper that we produce in Bul-
garia, we can supply 14 million conventional or
6 million electric cars.

So copper won't be a problem for the Green
transition?

Copper will be an issue, looking at the demand
worldwide. It will be a challenge. In Europe, we
are well prepared but we also need predict-
able policies. Because the investments that we
talked about are very long-term - for the dec-
ades to come.

Speaking of policy, of the 51 critical raw ma-
terials identified by the EU, Europe produces
only copper and silver in significant quanti-
ties. Are the alarming predictions of imminent
deindustrialization of the continent justified?
| wouldn't reduce it only to these two metals and
to the non-ferrous metal industry. The energy
sector for example is also very much affected
by the lack of resources in Europe. But the main
question is how much industry Europe is willing
to keep. After all those crises - the coronavirus,
the wars, the supply chain disruptions - it is a
very valid question if Europe would allow itself
not to support the existing industries, and not
to encourage new industries to settle down. Be-
cause at the moment it doesn't seem to be par-
ticularly attractive to those industries. Speaking
of deindustrialization is a bit subjective because
we are very active in our industries. But we also
have concerns that certain regulations are going
in the wrong direction.

You are the biggest client of the BDZ, the
Bulgarian State Railways - an enterprise and
a sector that has been suffering from insuf-
ficient investments and short-sighted man-
agement for years. Do you see any positive
developments lately? What will be the effect
on your business of Bulgaria's possible entry
into the Schengen Agreement?

I'm a bit privileged, being here for ten years now,
and | see a lot of positive developments for sure,
comparing 2024 to 2014. We can always ques-
tion whether these changes were fast enough,
of course. But we also have to see the external
and internal factors that do not always allow for
growth.

Generally, I'm quite positive regarding the BDZ.
Lately, our discussions with their management
have been quite professional. There's really
a long-term vision and deep understanding of
the entire sector there. We have two big rolling
stock parks which we are calling our own, and

"When we're talking
about truck and
railroad transportation,
and looking at the
queues we have these
days, it's slowing

down the processes,
adding costs and
unpredictability. | really
hope there is a certain
timeline allowing
Bulgaria and Romania
to join Schengen on
land, t00."

we are just renewing one of them. Aurubis is
indeed the biggest client and the biggest user of
BDZ. We do see the railroad as the transporta-
tion of the future.

On the second part of the question, we are very
happy that Bulgaria entered the so-called 'light
Schengen', for air transport and ports. When
we're talking about truck and railroad transpor-
tation, and looking at the queues we have these
days, it's slowing down the processes, adding
costs and unpredictability. | really hope there is
a certain timeline allowing Bulgaria and Roma-
nia to join Schengen on land, too.

You have been the president of the German-
Bulgarian Chamber of Industry and Com-
merce for many years. To the surprise of
many, Germany is one of the countries with
which Bulgaria has a positive trade balance.
Which sectors get the main credit for that?
The positive message here is that a lot of sec-
tors are contributing to that, it's not just one. It's
about the food industry, health care, tourism,
non-ferrous and ferrous metals, automotive, and
mining. It's a very healthy and balanced mixture.
If one sector turns a little bit softer at a certain
moment, another one will be a bit stronger.
Speaking of the automotive sector, maybe it's
a big dream as a country to be the host of car
plants and big Investments as we see in Roma-
nia or Hungary. The question, however, is how
healthy is that. If you are concentrating fully on
one sector and this sector slows down, then you
have a general problem. Therefore | like very
much the fact that so many sectors are present
here in Bulgaria.

Bulgaria is heading for another snap election
and another period of interim government.

How does this affect investment activity and
attitudes towards the country abroad?

It's a very good question. This turn of events is
unfortunate, even though we as an industry are
not interfering in any political processes. The
single good news is that democratic processes
seem to be working nicely. Even though Bul-
garia has quite a young democracy, everyone
at least accepts and follows these processes.
But apart from that, the situation is not very
healthy. When companies are looking for coun-
tries to make their investment, political stability
is a very important factor.

Bulgaria has a lot of positive elements to of-
fer for sure: taxation, geographical position
close to three continents, a good grid of in-
frastructure, two seaports... But we are not
alone in our region and others are also trying
to copy these benefits. So Bulgaria should be
quite careful to keep them and also to build
on them. Political instability is not helping. We
shouldn't also neglect the question of Bulgar-
ians living abroad, in Spain, Germany, the UK,
the US... What impression is the political situ-
ation giving to them? Is it encouraging them to
come back? | would say - rather not. And we
see polls among kids who are finishing school
on where they would like to study after - Bul-
garia is not the most preferred option. If I'm
asked to give a message to our politicians,
it will be to think not only about themselves,
about their party career, but also about the
country and the tasks they were elected for in
the first place.

As you have just mentioned, in the last 30
years Bulgaria has lost nearly a third of its
population: a world record during peacetime,
| think. Against this background, how do you
deal with the shortage of personnel? Do you
think that the country has opportunities to get
back part of the nearly three million people
who emigrated?

There are a lot of positive examples of people
coming back, families coming back. But it would
be much easier if the politicians would also sup-
port it with their behaviour. There are still trends
of people leaving the country, people moving
to the biggest cities, and the birth rates going
down.

However, we believe that not only with Aurubis
but also with a lot of other Bulgarian and inter-
national companies creating attractive working
environments, the trends can change. By attrac-
tive working environment, | don't mean just the
salaries but also certain other measures, certain
standards that are now much higher than in the
past. This helps a lot to believe in the country,
to believe that Bulgaria can be a good place to
live and to work. We have everything available,
right? Other countries do not have favourable
climate conditions, or such a nice location. Bul-
garia has been given a lot of good assets. We
have just to make use of it. ll
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20guHuUu akuuoHepHo gpyXkecmBo

,LIKb-CUIAA" MPA3HYBA 30 rO4HI
B NEHCWOHHOTO OCWUT'YPABAHE HA bbATAPIA

NOAL ,LUKB-CUAA® - nopBomo neHCUOHHOOCU-
2ypumenHo gpykecmBo B Boazapus, masu 2o-
guHa npasHyBa 30 2oguHu om cv3gaBaHemo cu.
Hpy>kecmBomo e yupegeHo Ha 7 deBpyapu 1994,
kamo npe3 usMuHaAaume mpu gecemuaemus ce
pa3BuBa ycnewHo u kbm gHewHa gama e ychs-
AO ga ce Hanoxku kamo embaema 3a cuzypHocm u
cmabuaHocm 3a kaueHmume cu u goBepeH napm-
Hbop C gobpo ume B npodecuoHarHUME cpegu.
»LUKB-CUAA” ynpaBasBa mpu ocHoBHU neHcu-
OHHU $oHga: yHuBepcaneH — 3a pogeHume caeg
31.12.1959, npodecuoHaneH — 3a pabomeuiu-
me B ycaoBusima Ha nbpBa u Bmopa kamezopus
mpyg, kakmo u go6poBonaeH — 3a dopmupaHe
Ha gonbAHUMEAHA goBpoBoAHA NEeHcust C AUYHU
BHocku ufuau BHocku om ocuzypumen. Opyxke-
cmBomo ynpaBasBa u ¢oHg 3a usnnawaHe Ha
noXKusHeHU neHcuu u (oHg 3a pascpoueHu
nAawaHuda, om koumo usnAawa NeHCUU Ha Auua
om yHuBepcaneH neHcuoHeH poHg om okmomBpu
2021. KnueHmume Ha npodecuoHaAHUS NEHCUO-
HeH ¢oHg noayuyaBam nencuu om 2019. MOALQ
SUKB—-CUAA“ usnaawa neHcuu om gobpoBoaeH
neHcuoHeH poHg om mapm 1996.

M npe3 cnegBawiume 30 2oguHu we ce cmpemum
ga pabomum Bce maka ycuneHo 3a ygoBremBope-
Hocmma Ha cBoume kaueHmu npu ynpaBaeHuemo
Ha mexHume cnecmsaBaHusi U U3NAAWaHemo Ha
nercuu. [pyeama BaxHa uea, kosmo cu nocma-
Bawve 8 ,LIKB—CUINA", e ga ce noBuwu nasapHusm
gaA, upes3 npuBauyaHe Ha owe noBeye ocuaypeHu
Auua 8 mpume NEHCUOHHU oHga.

BspBame, ue we ce yBeauyaBa 6posm Ha neHcu-
OHepume, nony4aBawiu neHcuu om ¢oHgoBeme,
ynpaBasBaru om ,LIKB-CUINA®, cnogeAu uanbAHU-

meAHusm gupekmop Ha gpykecmBomo leopzu
TogopoB.

[Hec neHcuoHHoOCu2ypumeAHama komnaHus
uma cmabuaHo npucbcmBue Ha nasapa, kamo
npegu Bcuuko ce cmapae ga pabomu 3a bAa-
2ocbcmosHuemo Ha cBoume kaueHmu u ga um
npegocmaBs Bucoka goxogHocm Ha BaoxkeHume
cpegcmBa. CpegcmBama Ha ocuz2ypeHume Auua
ce uHBecmupam npodecuoHanHo U npu cha3BaHe
Ha 3akoHoBume pa3nopegbu.

Kupun YepBeHkoB, usnbaHumeneH gupekmop
Ha MOA[ ,,LUKB-CUAA® kaza no noBog 30-a 20-
guwHuHa Ha gpykecmBomo, ue ce ,2opgee ¢ no-
cmuzHamume pe3yAmamu, Cmomuuume XuAsgu
ygoBremBopeHu kaueHmu, noBepuau BHockume
Cu 3a gonvAHUMEAHa neHcusi B ynpaBasBaHume

¢poHgoBe, u 2rega ¢ onmumu3svm u Bapa kom bbge-
uiemo pasBumue Ha NeHCUOHHOOCUZYPUMEAHOMO
gpy>kecmBo“.

J10A0 LUKBE—-CUNA" npegocmaBs kayecmBeHo
0bcaykBaHe npe3 usMuHaAume 20gQuHU, ¢ 2puka
3a Bcuuku ocuzypeHu Auya B mpume HU neHcu-
OHHU ¢oHga, kakmo u omaoBopHo ynpaBaeHue Ha
goBepeHume om msax cpegcmBa’, gonNbAHU 2-H
CaBa CmoiiHOB, u3nbAHUMeAeH gupekmop Ha
NEHCUOHHOOCU2ypumeAHama komnaHus.

Kom 31 gekemBpu 2023 gpyrkecmBomo moxke
ga ce noxBaau ¢ Hag 403 xunsgu goBoaHu kau-
eHmu u Hag 2 MApg. AeBa ynpaBasBaHu HemHu
akmuBu B neHcuoHHume ¢oHgoBe, no gaHHU Ha
K®H /www.fsc.bg/.

“CCB-SILA” CELEBRATES 30 YEARS IN THE PENSION SECTOR OF BULGARIA

POAD “CCB-SILA” - the first pension insurance
company in Bulgaria, this year celebrates 30 years
since its establishment. The company was estab-
lished on February 7, 1994, and during the past
three decades it has developed successfully and
has managed to establish itself as an emblem of
security and stability for its clients and a trusted
partner with a good name in professional circles.

“CCB-SILA” manages three main pension funds:
universal - for those born after 31.12.1959, pro-
fessional - for those working in the conditions of
the first and second category of work, as well as
voluntary - for forming an additional voluntary pen-
sion with personal contributions and/or contribu-
tions from an insurer. The company also manages
a fund for the payment of lifetime pensions and
a fund for deferred payments, from which it pays
pensions to persons from a universal pension fund
from October 2021. Clients of the occupational

pension fund receive pensions from 2019. POAD
“CCB-SILA” pays pensions from a voluntary pen-
sion fund fund since March 1996.

“For the next 30 years, we aim to work ever harder
for our customers’ satisfaction in managing their
savings and paying out their pensions. The other
important goal that we set for ourselves at “CCB-
SILA” is to increase the market share by attracting
even more insured persons to the three pension
funds. We believe that the number of pensioners
receiving pensions from the funds managed by
CCB-SILA will increase,” said the executive direc-
tor of the company, Georgi Todorov.

Today, the pension insurance company has a sta-
ble presence in the market, primarily trying to work
for the well-being of its clients and provide them
with a high return on their invested funds. The funds
of the insured persons are invested professionally
and in compliance with the legal provisions.

Kiril Chervenkov, executive director of CCB-SILA
POAD said on the occasion of the company’s 30th
anniversary that he is “proud of the achieved re-
sults, the hundreds of thousands of satisfied cus-
tomers who have entrusted their contributions for
an additional pension to the managed funds, and
looks with optimism and faith in the future develop-
ment of the pension insurance company”.
“CCB-SILA JSC provides quality service over the
past years, with care for all insured persons in our
three pension funds, as well as responsible man-
agement of the funds entrusted by them”, added
Mr. Sava Stoinov, executive director of the pension
insurance company.

As of December 31, 2023, the company can boast
of over 4083 thousand satisfied customers and over
BGN 2 billion of managed net assets in the pension
funds, according to data from the Financial Super-
visory Service /www.fsc.bg/.
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YnaaweHu om usbupameaume, eBponelckume noAumuyu 3abaBuxa memnomo Ha
3eneHus npexog. ToBa um gaBa gobvp waHC mo3u nbm ga 20 HanpaBam, kakmo mpabBa

0Ba ca moume npuHuunu, kasBawe

Hakoza payuo Mapkc, u ako He Bu

xapecBam... e, umam u gpyau. Tasu

be3cmbpmHa ¢$pasa gobpe onucBa u
noBegeHuemo Ha eBponelckume Augepu - om
Ypcyaa ¢oH gep AaleH u konezume u om EB-
poneuckama komucus go gbpxkaBHume 2naaBu
B Mapuwk, BepAuH u npouue - no noBog Ha npo-
cnoBymama "3eneHa cgenka'.

NMPEACTABEHA C TOAKOBA MATOC MPE3
2019 (poH gep AaueH s cpaBHu no 3Hauu-
Mocm ¢ kauaHemo Ha AAyHama, gpyau Hanpa-
Buxa aHanozuu ¢ "HoBus kypc" Ha Py3Beam 3a
cnpaBsHe c Noasmama genpecus), "3eneHama
cgenka" e cnucvk om gecem ocHoBHU mouku,
obeguHeHu okono nvpBama: go 2030 2oguHa
EBpona ga Hamaau napHukoBume cu emucuu
¢ 55% B cpaBHeHue ¢ 1990, u go 2050 ga no-
cmuz2He nbAHa kAaumMamuuyHa HeympaAHocm.
Honpegu moBa ueama 6e manko no-ckpomHa
- noHwkaBaHe Ha emucuume ¢ 40% go 2030.
Ho EBpokomucusma ycnsa ga npokapa 55-me
npoueHma CbC Cbwusi NAAMEHEeH eHmycua-
3bM, ¢ koumo npu couuaausma pabomHuuume
B 3aBogume HacmosBaxa ga ce yBeauuu us-
uckBanama om msax npou3BogcmBeHa Hopma.
EguHcmBeHama pasauka e, ue pabomHuuume
BeposmHo ca umanu npegcmaBa gokvge um
cmuzam cuAume, U ca npegaazaau cobcmBe-
Husi cu u3BvHpegeH mpyg. KakeBmo He e cay-
yasm ¢ komucapume B Bplokcen.

Taka uAu uHaue, cuaume 6sxa CNAOMEHU,
Hy>)kHUMe cmpameauu bsixa HanucaHu, a Hs-
kou om npegaazaHume mepku gopu bsxa
npeBbpHamu B 3akoHu om eBponapAaameHma
- kamo Hanpumep 3amsizaHemo Ha maBaHume
3a emucuu 3a npoMuwAeHume komnaHuu, cob3-
gaBaHemo Ha HoB nasap 3a BvanepogHu kBo-
mu 3a 2opuBama u, He Ha NOCAegHO MAcMO,

Tekem KOHCTAHTUH TOMOB / (homozpadus iSTOCK

BbIAEPOHI EMUCIIN HA TAABA
OT HACEAEHWNETO, 2022, TOHOBE CO,

AnbaHus 1.52
Ykpatina 3.07
NamBus 3.61
LlIBeuus 3.69
PymoHus 4.03
(Dpauus 4.76
YHz2apus 4.95
Mopuus 5.14
WNmanus 5.48
Wcnarua 5.48
ABcmpus 6.94
BbArAPUA 7.32
Edpe 7.61
HopBezaus 7.62
beazus 7.72
HugepaaHgus 7.79
lepmaHuA 8.16
EcmoHus 8.39
MoAwa 8.53
Kumai 8.85
Yexua 9.55
Nokcembypz 12.26
Pycua 13.31
CALL 14.44
0AE 21.75
Kamap 35.52
Manay 59.00

¢dakmuueckama 3abpaHa Ha gBuzameAume ¢
BompewHo 2opeHe om 2035 2oguHa.

HO TBbPOATA PELUMMOCT HA EBPO-
NENCKUTE AMOEPU 3anouna Bce noBeue
ga omekBa c HabaukaBaHemo Ha MOMEH-
ma me ga 6bgam npeusbupaHu. QoH gep
NauteH, kosmo mvpcu Bmopu maHgam Ha
nocma caeg eBponeluckume usbopu npes
loHu (u NbpBu kamo oduuuaseH kaHgugam,
a He kamo napawymucm, cnycHam 3agky-
AUCHO Ha mMacmomo Ha MaHdpeg Bebep),
gocma cmekuu moHa B nocaegHume me-
ceuu u gopu nogkpenu Hakou uHuuuamu-
Bu Ha busHeca, HacoueHu kocBeHo cpewy
cobcmBeHume U naaHoBe - kamo Hanpu-
mep European Industrial Deal, HacmosBa-
wa 3a gocmbn go no-eBmuHa eHepaus,
no-manko blopokpauus u noBeue ¢uHaHcu-
paHe 3a ekoAO2UYHO YuCmu MEXHOAOZUU.
EBponeuckume Augepu omcmbvnuxa npeg
depmepckume npomecmu u ommezauxa
owe nopBus cu naax onum 3a ekoAo2uuHu
pedopmu B cenckomo cmonaHcmBo. Odopu
3abpaHama Ha gBuzamenume ¢ BbmpewHo
2opeHe be Ha npakmuka ommeHeHa npes
Mapm.

MoAaumuuu, koumo nocmaBsm cobcmBeHo-
mo cu bvgewe Hag obewaHusma cu npeg
obwecmBomo, obukHoBeHO He ca 3a nox-
Bana. Ho B cayuas cbc 3eneHama cgenka
BpemeHHOmMo 3abaBsHe uAu gopu Hskoako-
mo kpauku Hasag ca gobpe gowau, 3aw,omo
gaBam BvamoxkHocm Ha EBpona ga npomeHu
nogxoga. [a, cezawHOmMO omcCmbhAeHUE
e cBvp3aHo u c BbHwHU ¢akmopu kamo
Covid-19, BouHama B8 YkpauHa, paskbcaHu-
me Bepuau 3a gocmaBku. Ho moBa He npo-
mMeHsa dakma, ue 3eaneHama cgenka 6e cbop-
kaHa owe B 3apoguw. P
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> TA, KAKTO NMNCA B EANH KOMEHTAP
BLOOMBERG, no HauaAo pa3uumawe ocHoB-
HO Ha mosizama, 6e3 Hukakv8 mopkoB. [oka-
mo amepukaHckusm U aHanoz npegBukgawe
noAoBuH mpunuoH gbp>kaBHu uHBecmuuuu
3a 3eAeHU MEXHOAO2UU, gaHbyHU omcmbnku
u MHoXkecmBo gpyau ampakmuBHu Bb3amoxk-
Hocmu 3a busHeca, eBponelckama 3arazawe
Hau-Beue Ha peayaauuu u npegnucaHus. "VH-
Becmumopume ce Hy>kgasm om Bu3Hec nAaH,
a He om peaynauuu", kasa npeg Bloomberg
MapmuH Bpygepmlonep, 2aaBeH u3nvbAHU-
meAeH gupekmop Ha BASF u npesugeHm Ha
6paHwoBama acouuauus Ha xumuyeckama
uHgycmpus B8 EBpona. "Pegynauuume B EBpo-
na ca ycnokHeHu, mBopge gbA2u U He npe-
gocmaBsm cmumyau, koumo ga me okypakam
ga uHBecmupaw". EQuH aHaAuzamop om VH-
cmumyma Bpbozen 8 npaB mekcm gobaBu, ue
¢ mo3u nogxog eBponetickama 3eneHa cgenka
puckyBa ga npegusBuka couuanHu BoAHeHus u
ga ce npeBopHe B npumep kak He buBa ga ce
Bopwam Hewama.

OT AOPYFrA CTPAHA, MPEKOMEPHOTO OT-
AAFAHE u omcmonBaHe om 06s8eHume ueAu
Moxke u ga uma HezamuBeH edekm: B kpas Ha
kpauwama uHBecmuuuume, koumo EBpona ce
onumBa ga npuBaeue 3a 3eneHama Cu MmpaH-
chopmauus, ca B nore3peHuemo u Ha Amepu-
ka, u Ha Kumau, u Ha gpyau peauoHu. Cnopeg
oueHku Ha aHaAausamopu, 3eaneHama cgenka
we 2AbmHe 6Au30 3.7 mpuAuoHa eBpo uHBec-
muuuu go 2030 2oguHa, u we usuckBa no 1.5
mpuauoHa Bcsika 2oguHa caeg moBa, 3a ga ce
cmuzHe go "BveaepogHama HyAaa" npes 2050.
MogaBaHemo Ha pa3HOPOgHU CU2HaAU we
nomozHe Ha koHkypeHmume ga cneueAasm
HagnpeBapama. B cvwomo Bpeme Cmapusm
koHmuHeHm He moXke ga cu no3Boau noBeue
ekcnepumeHmu u npasHu npukasku B eHep-
2uuHama cdepa. EHepausma B8 EBpona BuHa-
2u e buaa no-ckona, omkoakomo 8 CALL uau
Kumau, npocmo 3auw,omo koHmuHeHmbvm e be-
geH Ha eHepauuHu pecypcu. Ho caeg BouHama
B YkpauHa u npunazaHemo Ha nbpBume ene-
MeHmu om 3eneHama cgeAka, eHepauuHume
ueHu puckyBam ga cmuzHam makuBa HuBa,
Yye ga HanpaBsm eBponelickama npomuwae-
Hocm 6e3cuaHa. HaaokeHume om Bplokcea
BvanepogHu makcu Bvpxy 2eHepauusma Ha
eHepaus HanpaBu eaekmpuyecmBomo om Bo-
2Auwa HekoHkypeHmHo, koemo 6e naaHupaHo,
HO B cbwomo Bpeme npeHacoyu mbpceHemo
kbM npupogHus 2a3 u HanoMna ueHume My go
Hebemo - koemo Beue He 6e nAaHUpaHo.

APYIMAT roAAM HEOQOCTATbK HA 3E-
AEHATA CAOEAKA 6e u3paseH Hau-icHO
om mozaBawHusa noAacku npemuep Mameyw
MopaBueuku npe3 2020: ma3u cgenka, kasa
mou mozaBa, "npaBu 6o2zamume no-6o2amu,
a begHume - no-6egHu". OJopu u om EBpoko-
Mucusma
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HAN-FOAEMUTE 3AMbPCUTEAN

1970 1990 2005 2017 2022

Kumau / China 910,078 2,406,180 6,258,413 11,026,110 12,667,428
CALLl / United States 4,595,407 4,984,067 5,888,499 4,959,632 4,853,780
WHgus / India 213,947 600,678 1,216,512 2,434,124 2,693,034
Pycus | Russia 1,413,943 2,353,967 1,719,005 1,730,523 1,909,039
AnoHus [ Japan 848,591 1,165,378 1,282,141 1,205,921 1,082,645
NHgoHesus 30,980 160,851 359,833 542,054 692,236
WpaH / Iran 79,495 204,791 467,593 664,900 686,416
lepmaHus /| Germany 1,074,753 1,008,138 835,260 769,107 673,595
IOXHa Kopes 62,022 272,124 515,396 668,140 635,503
Caygumcka Apabus / 46,924 173,597 345,932 602,842 607,908

Saudi Arabia

Xunragu moHoBe CO2, gaHHu Ha EDGAR / In thousand tons CO2, EDGAR data

[ToekomepHOMO omaazaHe MoXke U ga uma
HezamuBeH edpekm: B kpaa Ha kpauwama
uHBecmuuuume, koumo EBpona ce onumBa ga
NnpuBAeye 3a 3eAeHama cu mpaHcpopmauusd, ca
B noAe3peHuemo u Ha Amepuka, u Ha Kumad

npusHaBam, ye 3eAeHUsSM Npexog we ygapu
Hau-CuAHO Bbpxy no-begHume caoeBe om
HaceneHuemo. Ho MopaBueuku omuge no-
ganeu, kamo npegaoXku nAaHupaHomo Hama-
AsBaHe Ha emucuume ¢ 55% go 2030 ga ce
pa3npegens He nopaBHo, a cnopeg BpymHus
BompeweH npogykm Ha cmpaHume. Ho moBa
6e camo Aeko gokocBaHe Ha gpyaus uyBcmBu-
MmeAeH - U MHO20 psagko obcbgkaH - acnekm
Ha 3eneHama cgenka. HeuHama cnpaBegau-
Bocm.

Mosuuusma Ha 3anagHoeBponelckume noau-
muuu u cmpamesu BuHazu e buaa, ue npexo-
gom mps6Ba ga e egHakvB 3a Bcuuku, 3a ga
6vge epekmuBeH. Lleama Ha EC 3a 2030 e ga
noHwku ¢ 55% cvBkynHume emucuu Ha 27-me
goprkaBHu uneHku - a He ga a2u pa3anexkga no-
omgeAHo. 3auiomo B npomuBeH cayyau bu ce
okasano, ue Hakou Beue ca usnbAHUAU 3aga-
uama - a gpyau Hukoza He buxa MoO2AU ga 20
cmopsm. N Ha moBa paBHuwe ce ouepmaBa
no-6egHume ga naawam 3a nho-6ozamume.
Ako B3emem Hanpumep EcmoHusi, HelUHume
emucuu npe3 2022 ca cbe 71.4% no-Hucku om
me3u npe3 1990 (gaHHuU Ha EDGAR) - moecm
¢ 16.4% noBeue, omkonkomo e 3anokeHama
uen B 3eneHama cgenka. AamBus, AumBa u
PymMbHUs cobwo ca usnvAHUAU ueama 3a 2030.
Bovazapus, ¢ 37.2% noHukeHue Ha emucuume
cnpamo 1990, e cpaBHumeAHo 6Au30, kakmo u
CnoBakus u Yexus. Ha mosu ¢oH PpaHuus e
noHuXuAa emucuume cu camo cbve 17.9%, Hu-
gepaaHgus - cbc 17.8, ABcmpus e yBeauuuna
cBoume c 0.7%, WcnaHus - ¢ 9.8%. HopBeaus,

kosmo 3apagu BogHoenekmpuueckume cu
ueHmpaanu u pekopgHus gaa eanekmpomobuAu
e Alobum npumep Ha 3eAeHume akmuBucmu,
BcbwHocm e yBenauuuna BvaaepogHume cu
emucuu ¢ ueau 16% cnpamo 1990 2oguHa.

BbMPOCHLT UMA U APYFrA CTPAHA: peg-
HO AU e ga pa3sz2aeXkgame camo nocaegHume
30 2oguHu. Taka HapeueHusm "aHmponozeH"
- nepuogbm, B koumo uoBeuecmBomo Bause
Bopxy kaumama - cnopeg yyeHume e 3anou-
Han owe npeg XIX Bek ¢ Hauanomo Ha [po-
MuwaneHama peBoalouus B8 3anagHa EBpona.
Bozamume gHec gbp>kaBu ca bo2zamu UMeHHO
3awomo Hau-paHo ce Basxa 8 masu peBoalo-
uus - UAu, uHave kasaHo, 3awomo Hau-gbA20
om Bcuuku ca 6bABaAu napHukoBu emucuu.
Cmpanu kamo lepmanrus, QpaHuus, Beauko-
6pumaHus ca CEepuo3HU 3aMbpCUuMEAU USA
Bek npegu uHgycmpuaausauusma ga obxBaHe
cmpaHu kamo BvaA2apus. Ha mo3u ¢oH W3-
mouHa EBpona Beue gage o2pomeH npuHoc 3a
HamaAsBaHemo Ha emucuume, kamo 3az2ybu
20AfMa Yacm om NpoMUWAeHocmma U Hace-
AeHuemo cu B mpume gecemuAaemus cAeg
1989. Ceza om Hes ce ouakBa ga 20 cmopu
owe BegHvXk. Hykgama om npomsiHa B Hauu-
Ha Hu Ha >kuBom, om oBaagsBaHe Ha cBpbx-
nompebAeHUEMO U OM NO-PasyMHO U3NOA3-
BaHe Ha pecypcume e HecbMHeHa. Ho moBa
Hukoza HAMa ga ce cAydu, gokamo He Gvge
npegAoXeH yecmeH u pasbupaem 3a xopama
nbm. 3amoBa e gobpe, ue 3eneHama cgenka
noAyyaBa Bmopu waHc. ll



A GREENISH DEAL

Frightened by voters, European politicians have slowed down the pace of the Green Transition.
This gives them a good chance to get it right this time

hese are my principles, Groucho Marx

once said, and if you don't like them...

well, | have others. This immortal phrase

describes quite well the behaviour of
European leaders - from Ursula von der Leyen
and her colleagues from the European Commis-
sion to the heads of state in Paris, Berlin and
others - on the occasion of the infamous "Green
Deal".

PRESENTED WITH SO MUCH PATHOS IN 2019
(von der Leyen likened it to the Moon landing,
others drew analogies to Roosevelt's New Deal
for fighting the Great Depression), the Green
Deal is a list of ten main points, united around the
first one: by 2030 Europe is to reduce its green-

3ocmaBeH npoMuwAeH

o6ekm B 'epmaHus. MHo20
aHaAuszamopu npegynpexkgaBam,
Ye ¢ gocezawHus BapuaHm

Ha 3eneHama cgenka

EBpona puckyBa ga ce
geuHgycmpuaausupa

By KONSTANTIN TOMOV / Photography iSTOCK

house emissions by 55% compared to 1990, and
by 2050 to achieve complete climate neutrality.
Before that, the goal was a little more modest
- a 40% reduction in emissions by 2030. But the
European Commission managed to push through
the 55 per cent with the same fervent enthusiasm
with which factory workers under socialism de-
manded an increase in their required production
rate. The only difference is that the workers prob-
ably knew how far they were going and offered
their own overtime. This is not the case with the
commissioners in Brussels.

Either way, the forces were joined, the necessary
strategies were written, and some of the pro-
posed measures were even turned into laws by
the European Parliament - such as the tightening

of emission ceilings for industrial companies, the
creation of a new market for carbon allowances
for fuels and, last but not least, the de facto ban
on internal combustion engines from 2035.

BUT THE STEELY RESOLVE OF EUROPEAN
LEADERS began to soften as the time drew
nearer for them to be re-elected. Von der Ley-
en, who is seeking a second term in office after
June's European elections (and her first as an
official candidate rather than a backroom para-
chute drop-in for Manfred Weber), has silenced
her tone in recent months and even backed some
business initiatives. aimed indirectly at her own
plans - such as the European Industrial Deal,
which calls for access to cheaper energy, less »
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» red tape and more funding for green technolo-
gies. European leaders caved to farmers' pro-
tests and withdrew their first timid attempt at en-
vironmental reforms in agriculture. Even the ban
on internal combustion engines was effectively
lifted in March.

Politicians who put their own future above their
promises to the public are usually not to be com-
mended. But in the case of the Green Deal, a
temporary delay or even a few steps back is
welcome because it gives Europe a chance to
change its approach. Yes, the current retreat is
also related to external factors such as Covid-19,
the war in Ukraine, and disrupted supply chains.
But that doesn't change the fact that the Green
Deal was botched in its infancy.

THE SAID DEAL, AS BLOOMBERG WROTE in a
comment, initially relied mainly on the stick, with-
out any carrot. While its American counterpart
envisioned half a trillion dollars of government
investments for green technologies, tax breaks
and many other attractive opportunities for busi-
ness, the European one relied mostly on regula-
tions and prescriptions. "Investors need a busi-
ness case, not prescriptive regulations," Martin
Brudermueller, BASF's chief executive and presi-
dent of the industry association of the chemical
industry in Europe, told Bloomberg. "Regulations
in Europe are complicated, lengthy and they are
not providing the incentives that would encourage
you to invest." One analyst from the Bruegel In-
stitute added in plain text that with this approach,
the European Green Deal risks causing social
unrest and becoming an example of how things
should not be done.

On the other hand, excessive delay and deviation
from the announced goals can also have a nega-
tive effect: after all, the investments that Europe
is trying to attract for its green transformation are
in the sights of America, China and other regions,
as well. According to analysts' estimates, the
Green Deal will absorb nearly 3.7 trillion euros
in investment by 2030 and will require 1.5 trillion
each year thereafter to reach "carbon zero" in
2050.

Giving mixed signals will help competitors win the
race. At the same time, the Old Continent cannot
afford more experiments and idle talk in the en-
ergy sphere. Energy in Europe has always been
more expensive than in the US or China, simply
because the continent is poor in energy resourc-
es. However, after the war in Ukraine and the im-
plementation of the first elements of the Green
Deal, energy prices risk reaching such levels as
to render European industry powerless. Brussels-
imposed carbon taxes on power generation made
coal-fired electricity uncompetitive, which was in-
tended, but at the same time diverted demand
to natural gas and pumped its prices sky-high -
which wasn't intended at all.

THE OTHER MAJOR FLAW OF THE GREEN
DEAL was expressed most clearly by then-Polish
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CARBON EMISSIONS PER CAPITA,
2022, TONS OF C02

Albania 1.52
Ukraine 3.07
Latvia 3.61
Sweden 3.69
Romania 4.03
France 4.76
Hungary 4.95
Greece 5.14
Italy 5.48
Spain 5.48
Austria 6.94
BULGARIA 7.32
Eire 7.61
Norway 7.62
Belgium 7.72
The Netherlands 7.79
Germany 8.16
Estonia 8.39
Poland 8.53
China 8.85
Czech Republic 9.55
Luxembourg 12.26
Russia 13.31
USA 14.44
UAE 21.75
Qatar 35.52
Palau 59.00

The rich countries

are rich precisely
because they were
the earliest to join the
Indutrial revolution - or,
to put it another way,
because they spewed
greenhouse emissions
the longest. Germany,
France and the UK
were serious polluters
a century before
industrialization reached
places like Bulgaria

Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki in 2020: this
deal, he said at the time, "makes the rich richer
and the poor poorer." Even the European Com-
mission

recognizes that the green transition will hit the
poorer sections of the population hardest. But
Morawiecki went further, proposing that the
planned 55% reduction in emissions by 2030 be
distributed not equally, but according to coun-
tries' Gross Domestic Product. Even that was just
a gentle touch on the other sensitive - and very
rarely discussed - aspect of the Green Deal. lts
fairness.

The position of Western European politicians
and strategists has always been that the tran-
sition must be the same for all to be effec-
tive. The EU's goal for 2030 is to reduce the
combined emissions of the 27 member states
in 1990 by 55% - not to consider them individu-
ally. Because otherwise, it would appear that
some have already completed the task - and
others could never do it. Again, it looks like
the poor pay for the rich. If we take Estonia
for example, its emissions in 2022 are 71.4%
lower than in 1990 (EDGAR data) - that is,
16.4% over the target set in the Green Deal.
Latvia, Lithuania and Romania have also al-
ready met the 2030 target. Bulgaria, with a
37.2% reduction in emissions compared to
1990, is relatively close, as are Slovakia and
the Czech Republic. Against this background,
France reduced its emissions by only 17.9%,
the Netherlands - by 17.8%, Austria increased
its emissions by 0.7%, Spain - by 9.8%. Norway,
which is a favourite example of green activists
because of its hydroelectric plants and record
share of electric cars, has actually increased
its carbon emissions by as much as 16% com-
pared to 1990.

THERE IS ANOTHER SIDE TO THE QUESTION:
is it right to consider only the last 30 years? The
so-called "anthropogen" - the period in which
humanity affects the climate - according to sci-
entists, began as early as the 19th century with
the beginning of the Industrial Revolution in West-
ern Europe. Today's rich countries are rich pre-
cisely because they were the earliest to join this
revolution - or, to put it another way, because
they spewed greenhouse emissions the long-
est. Countries like Germany, France, and Great
Britain were serious polluters a century before
industrialization reached countries like Bulgaria.
Against this background, Eastern Europe has
already made a huge contribution to reducing
emissions, losing much of its industry and popu-
lation in the three decades since 1989. Now it
is expected to do so once again. The need to
change our way of life, to curb overconsumption
and to use resources more wisely is unquestion-
able. But this will never happen until an honest
and understandable path is offered to the people.
So it's good that the Green Deal is getting a sec-
ond chance. ®
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Caeg gecemunemue Ha 2pbMku obewaHus - u 160 muAuapga
goAapa uHBecmuuuu - npoekmbm 3a kona 6e3 BoaaH
usaaexkga mopmuvB. Ho uma u Avy HageXkga

Tekcm KOHCTAHTUH TOMOB / Qomozpadus iISTOCK

pygHo e ga ce npaBsm npegBuxkga-

Hus - ocobeHo 3a bbgewemo, kas-

Bawe 2eHuanHusm ¢usuk Hunac Bop.

N ocobeHo, buxme gobaBuau, ako
me3u npegckasaHus ce omHacsam 3a cvBcem
6Auskomo bvgewe: B pamkume Ha nem-wecm
20guHu. [Hec >kuBeem mpu 20guHU CAeg Hau-
kpauHus cpok, nocoueH om ekcnepmume 3a
nosBama Ha HanbAHO aBmoHOMHU, besnu-
AOMHU aBmomobuAau. Ho npe3 2024 me us-
2aexkgam gopu no-ganeuHu, omkoakomo npes
2014. 3awo Hau-zoAaMomo (u Hau-goxogHO)
obewaHue Ha MeXHOAO2UYHUS cekmop goHe-
ce makoBa pa3souapoBaHue?

AKO HE BPOUM CPE[JCTBATA 3A 3ABABA-
HE HA CTAPEEHETO, aBmoHomHOmO ynpa-
BAeHue Ha aBmomobuaume e obaacmma, kos-
mo obewaBa Hal-20AeMU Hazpagu 3a OoHesu,
koumo pewam 3agauama. Hakonko He3aBucu-
MU aHaAu3a oueHsBam mo3u 6bgew, nasap Ha
6-7 mpuauoHa goaapa - uAu gBouHo noBeue
om usaama 2nobanHa aBmomobunHa UHgyc-
mpus gHec. Ho Xkenaewume ga noanyuam masu
Hazpaga HamansBam om geH Ha geH. lMpe3 no-
CAegHUME MpuU 20gUHU NPUBAU3UMEAHO Mpu
uemBbpmu om 6e3bpouHume cmapmbnu,
cb3gageHu ga paspabomsam camoynpaBasBaul
ce aBmomobua, UAU u3ve3Haxa, uau 3azybuxa
ocHoBHume cu ¢uHaHcoBu napmHbopu. A u
wenama oueAeAu He usznekgam B uBemywo
cbCmosHue.

NoBpamHama mouka gouge MuHaAus okmowm-
Bpu, kozamo mecmoBa 6e3nunomHa koaa Ha
Cruise, nogeneHuemo 3a aBmoHOMHO ynpa-
BAaeHue Ha General Motors, npeza3u >keHa u
npuHygu komnaHusma ga cnpe Bcuuku usnu-
maHusi u ga usmeaau aBmomobuaume cu om
nomuwama. Nog Hamucka Ha GM, u gBamama
wedoBe Ha Cruise nogagoxa ocmaBku. [oc-
ma npegu moBa Ford ce omkasa om yuac-
muemo cu B aHanozuuHama komnaHus Argo,
npegnoyumauku ga 3a4yepkHe MHO20MUAUAPg-
Ha uHBecmuuus, omkoakomo ga npogbAku ga
Xapuu napu 6e3 Huwo B8 3amsHa. Ha 1 mapm
Apple cnps cBos npoekm 3a 6e3nunomHa
kona, HapeueH Project Titan. BykBaaHo cegmu-
ua no-kvcHo kanumyaupa u Ghost Autonomy -
Bvonpeku nogkpenama Ha Open Al u Habpa-

Hume Hag 220 MuAuoHa goAapa kanumaa.
Taka Ha aBmoHOMHuUs ¢poHm ocmaBa camo
Waymo, nogeaeHuemo 3a 6e3nuanomHu aBmo-
Mobuau Ha Google.

KOAKO PA3SAUYHO U3FAEXXAA TO3U On-
YCTOLLEH MEN3AX Ha doHa Ha onmumuama
omnpegu gecem 2oguHu! pe3 2015 moza-
BawHusam wed Ha Waymo Kpuc bpmcobH be
kasan, ue uenma My e Ha He20Bus 11-2oguweH
CUH Hukoza ga He ce Hanaea ga uskapBa wo-
doopcka kHukka. N3auzawe, ye go 2020 bpm-
CbH ouakBa Ha nasapa ga uma gocmambyHO
koauuecmBo HagexkgHu, no-gobpu om xopa-
ma aBmonuaomu. Uber ouakBawe ga mMuHe
om wodbopu kom pobomakcuma go 2021, a
konkypeHmbm Lyft gopu ckvcu cpoka c egHa
2oguHa. LLlepom Ha kumauckama Baidu obe-
waBawe cBobogHa npogaxkba Ha koau 6e3 Bo-
AaH npe3 2020. Koezamo npugobuBaxa cmap-
movna Cruise, om General Motors naaHupaxa
ga 3anoyHam cepulHo npou3BogcmBo Ha koAu
¢ aBmonuaom npe3 2019. [a He 3abpaBswme,
pasbupa ce, u Hal-2oAemMus Maucmop Ha
2pbmkume obewaHus: MiaoH Mouck, wepom Ha
Tesla, npe3 2019 yBepu, ye copmyepbm Full
Self-Driving, no3BoasBaw, Ha wodbopa gopu
ga cu nogpemMHe, e Ha npakmuka 2omoB u we
bvge BvBegeH "go cpegama Ha cAaegBawama
2oguHa". N go gHec nepuoguuHo ce cAy4Ba
Hakou peBHocmeH ¢eH, noBspBan Ha me3u
gyMU U HanbAHO npeHebpezHaA fpocmHume
npegynpexXgeHus Ha lopucmume Ha Tesla, ga
3aBvpwu gHume cu nog Hakou kamuoH cneg
onuma ga gpemMHe UAu ga 2aega ¢uam 3ag Bo-
AaHa.

KAKBO E OBACHEHUETO 3AQ TO3U BCE-
OBL CAAN ONTUMN3bM? HaucmuHa Au
wedoBeme Ha me3u komnaHuu ca BspBaau, ue
3a cbBcem kpamvk cpok we npeogoaesm oe-
poMHUMe mpygHocmu u npeuku npeg aBmo-
HOMHomo ynpaBaeHue? Uau npocmo 6eackpy-
NYAHO ca Ab2aAu, 3a ga ce Bv3noAazBam om
eHmycuasma Ha uHBecmumopume B epama Ha
Hau-u30buAHO nevamaxe Ha napu? OmezoBo-
peme cu camu Ha mo3u Bvnpoc. Ho emo Hsakou
dakmu. KonocanHama nasapHa kanumaau3sa-
uus, go kosmo gocmueHa Tesla, ce gonkewe »
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> He Ha enekmpomobuaume Ha komnaHusma,
a Ha obewaHuemo 3a ckopowHa nosiBa Ha po-
B6omakcuma. Cvwomo ce omHaca u go Uber.
Cv3gamenume Ha Cruise HanpaBuxa 02poMHu
cvcmosHus om cgenkama ¢ GM. Ford naamu 1
MuAuapg goaapa, 3a ga Baese B Argo. Amazon
noxapuu noumu monkoBa, 3a ga Baese B Zoox.
Oopu npegna3auBume kopeuuu om Hyundai
usBaguxa nopmdeurume npu obewaHusma Ha
Motional. Hakou ekcnepmu oueHsaBam obuwu-
me uHBecmuuuu B8 aBMOHOMHU MexHoAO2UU
npe3 nocaegHOmo gecemuaemue Ha kono-
canHume 160 muauapga gonapa. Camo npes
2021 uHBecmuuuume bsaxa 12.5 muauapga.
Mog mo3u gbXkg om goAapu He e uygHo, ye
Hakou cmapmvnu cakaw 3abpaBuxa opuau-
HaAHama cu uea. B cvobuieHuemo, ¢ koemo
Ghost Autonomy 06s8u AukBugupaHemo cu,
ce kasBawe mexkgy gpyzomo, ue "gHewHama
uHBecmuuuoHHa cpega" He no3BonsBa ga
ce npogHo3upa "HagexkgHa neuanba". EgHo
Bpeme uszobpemameaume nbpBo mpsabBawe
ga uzobpemsam Hewo, U NOCAE ga neuveasm
napu. Ceza s8Ho e obpamHomo.

ME>XXAY APYroTto, TOBA U3OBUAUE OT
CPEACTBA mexgy 2014 u 2022 npomeHu u
OMHOWeHUeMo Ha pegyramopume - egHa om
Hal-2onemume npeuku npeg aBmoHOMHO-
mo ynpaBaeHue. OcobeHo B CveguHeHume
wamu, kbgemo HabpaHusm gecemuuodpeH
kanuman 06ukHoBeHO AecHO neueAu yBarke-
Huemo Ha noAumuuume. Jokamo gpyzage
3akoHogameaume ocmaBam BHumameAHu u
npegnasAuBu, 8 CALL Hakou wamu gagoxa
noumu HeozpaHuyeHu npaBa 3a usnumaHus
B peanHu ycaoBus. Mmawe u uHuugeHmu,
pasbupa ce. MpezaseH newexogeu, B Apuso-
Ha npe3 2018 caoxku mouka Ha onumume Ha
Uber ga paspabomBa aBmoHomMHU aBmomo-
6uAu (U npoMeHu usaocmHama ¢uaocodus
Ha komnaHusma). TecmoB 6e3nuAomeH mo-
geA Ha

Nutonomy ygapu kamuox B CuHzanyp. Koau
Ha Cruise ce 3abbpkaxa 8 mHoXkecmBo gpeb-
HU UHUugeHmu, BkalouumenaHo u eguH gocma
koMuueH, npu koumo chpeHusm om noAuuau
aBmoHomeH aBmomobun Ha cBos 2aaBa no-
meaAu u usbsica. [lopu HAMa ga chomeHa-
Bame MHO206poUHUME 3A0NOAYkU C yu4ac-
muemo Ha m. Hap. Autopilot Ha Tesa - npu
msax e mpygHo ga ce pa3bepe koza BuHama
e Ha uskycmBeHus uHmeaekm u koza - Ha
ecmecmBeHama 2aynocm. BeanunomHume
koau Ha Weymo Ha gBa nbmu 6sixa ygpsHu
om3ag - okasa ce, ue maxHomo cbBecmHo
cna3BaHe Ha O2paHuUYeHuUsma u paHHO cnhu-
paHe no cBemogapume usHeHagBa ocmaHa-
Aume wodbopu. M Hakpas gouge 3AnonoAyka-
ma c¢ Cruise npe3 okmomBpu. TozaBa >keHa,
ygapeHa om gpyz aBmomobua, 6e Bnocaeg-
cmBue BAabcHama u om 6e3nuaomHa koaa
Ha komnaHusma. MNocae, B8 coomBemcmBue
¢ npogpamama cu, pobomakcumo ce onuma

38 | THE INFLIGHT MAGAZINE

Om HauaAoOmMmo

Ha Masu 20guHa

B CveguHeHume
wamu ce npogalBa
NobpBuam
aBmomobun B
ucmopusama, kolimo
Bu no3BonaBa
lopuguuecku ga

He aaegame Noms
(noHe B onpegeAeHu
obcmoamencmBa).
ToBa He e nunomeH
npoekm uAu
uznumaxusa B peaAHu
ycaoBusg. ToBa cu

e obukHoBeHa
cepulHa koaa

ga ce npemecmu u ga napkupa omcmpaHu
Ha nbmsa - 6e3 ga pasbupa, ye >keHama e
Bce owe 3amucHama nog Hezo. 3noBewama
cueHa npegu3Buka mBvpge cuneH om3Byk B
Awmepuka, 3a ga ocmaHe 6e3 nocaegcmBus.

KAKbB E MPOBAEMbT? Onumume Hu ga
cv3gagem uzkycmBeH uHmeaekm, cnocobeH
ga wodupa, HU Hakapaxa u3BegHbXk ga oue-
HuM no gocmouHcmBo ceH3opume, ¢ koumo
HU e gapuAa npupogama. Ha yoBeka e goc-
mambueH eguH nozAeg, 3a ga pasbepe ganu
nomsam e Mokvp (u ako ga, konkomo goabo-
ka e Bogama), gaAau e 3anegeH, gaau no Hez0
uma nficbk, MacAo uAau gpyau Hewa, koumo
buxa BAowuau cuenaeHuemo. Ha aBmoHom-
Husi aBmomobun 3a ueama wie ca Hy>kHU NoHe
11 ceH3opa, obscHsaBam HU ekcnepmume om
2epmaHckama Continental, koumo pabomsm
no memama. 3a uHdopmauusma om okoAHus
mpaduk, kosmo uyoBewkusm mo3bk obpa-
6omBa 3a yacmuuu om cekyHgama, Ha 6e3-
nuaomHama koaa U mpa6Ba copBop, koumo
npe3 2014 6e c pasamepume Ha XAaguAHuk.
IHec muHuamlopu3sauusma, 5G Bpbv3kama
u obrauHume mexHoAoz2uu pewaBam noHe
mo3u npobaem. Ho ocmaBa HeumoBepHo
canokHama 3agava MU ga bvge obyyeH ga
npegBuxkga Bcuuku Bb3amoXkHu HeouakBaHu
cumyauuu Ha nbms, kamo Hanpumep masu ¢
nonagHaanama nog koneaama >keHa. Amu ako
Bapen ¢ 2opuBo ce uamovpkoAau om kamuoHa

omnpeg? Ako eaaymHuua kyuema ce BmypHe
ga npecuua nomsa? Ako gpyz wodbop e 3a-
2ybua ynpaBaeHue Hag aBmomobuaa cu, uau
aBmomobuabm HaMa cnupavHa ¢pyHkuus? B
mes3u cumyauuu gHewHume aBmonuaomu
ca 6e3noMoWwHuU. 3a ga cMe YeCmHU, CbWo-
mo Baxku u 3a mHo20 xopa 3ag BoaaHa. Ho
obwecmBomo, koemo e cBukHaAo u npuema
npegu3BukaHume om >kuBu wodbopu kama-
cmpodu, Hukak He e ckaoHHO ga 2u npe-
2AbmHe, ako BuHoBHukbm e komnlomuvp. [a
He 20Bopum 3a cbgebHama u 3acmpaxoBa-
meAHama omzoBopHocm: egHO e ga s Hocu
¢dusuuecko auue, u coBcem gpyz2o - MHO20-
MuAuapgHama kopnopauusi, paspabomuna
aBmonuaoma. Pobomume 3ag BoaaHa we
Mo2am ga ce Hanokam He ko2zamo cmaHam
gobpu korkomo xopama, a koeamo cmaHam
8 nbmu no-gobpu.

O3HAYABA AU TOBA, YE MEYTATA 3A
ABTOHOMHO YMPABAEHUE - 3a 6e3nu-
AomHu makcuma, 3a kamuoHu, koumo mo2am
ga ce gBwkam no 24 yaca B geHoHowuemo,
3a aBmomamusupaHu gocmaBku Ha nuua -
e MmbpmBa? BcovwHocm He cbBcem. Ho no-
msm kbM Hes we e gocma no-obukoAeH u
npogbrkumeneH. Om Havyanomo Ha masu
2oguHa B CbeguHeHume wamu ce npogaBa
nbpBusm aBmomobua B ucmopusma, koumo
Bu no3BonsBa lopuguuecku ga He a2anegame
nbms (noHe B onpegeneHu obcmosmen-
cmBa). ToBa He e nuaomeH npoekm uau
usnumaHus B peanHu ycnoBus. ToBa cu e
obukHoBeHa cepulHa koaa, koamo moxkeme
ga cu kynume om guavpa u B8 kosmo moxke-
me ga uememe kHuza 3ag BonaHa. Ts obaue
He ugBa om Waymo, Cruise, Tesla, Uber uau
HakoU gpy2 om mexHOAO2UYHUME NUOHEepuU,
a om eguH om Hau-mpaguuuoHHume aBmo-
MobuAaHU npousBogumeau: Mercedes-Benz.
Mogeaume cbc cucmemama Drive Pilot ga-
Bam Ha cobcmBeHuuume cu mpemo HUBo Ha
aBmoHomHocm: npu nogxogswu ycAaoBus (8
mexvk mpaduk Ha masucmpasa npu cko-
pocmu nog 60 km/u) wodbopbm moxXke ga
Bkalouu aBmonuaoma u caeg moBa ga npa-
Bu kakBomo cu noucka. EguHcmBeHomo yc-
noBue e ga uma 2omoBHocm npu HyXga ga
noeme obpamHo ynpaBaeHuemo. ToBa Bce
owe e ganey om pobomusupaHomo makcu
6e3 BoaaH, pasbupa ce. Ho e 3Hauuma kpau-
ka 8 masu nocoka. Caeg bpoeHu cegmuuu
u BMW we nycHe nogobHa mexHoAoz2us Ha
amepukaHckus nasap. B TlepmaHus 3ako-
Hom no3BoasBa Ha npousBogumeaume ga
usnoA3Bam nogobHU cucmemu, camo ako
gokadkam, ue me ca MHO20 no-gobpu om xo-
pama. Mercedes u BMW Beue ca noayuyuau
Hy>kHUMe paspewumeAHu - moecm goka-
3aAu ca 20. Moxke Bu mo3u nbm mbpneAu-
Busm u memoguueH nogxog we ce okaxe
no-epekmuBeH om epvMkume obewaHus u
MHO20MUAUapgHUmMe uHBecmuuuu? M
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DRIVE MY CAR

After a decade of big promises — and $160 billion in investment — the driverless car project
appears dead. But there is also a ray of hope

tis difficult to make predictions - especially

about the future, said the brilliant physicist

Niels Bohr. And especially, we would add,

if these predictions refer to the very near
future: within five or six years. Today, we live
three years past the deadline given by experts
for the emergence of fully autonomous, driver-
less cars. But in 2024, they look even more
distant than they did in 2014. Why has the tech
sector's biggest (and most lucrative) promise
delivered such a disappointment?

ANTI-AGEING TREATMENTS ASIDE, autono-
mous driving is the area that promises the
greatest rewards for those who tackle the task.
Several independent analyses estimate this fu-
ture market at $6-7 trillion - or double the size
of the entire global auto industry today. But

TecmoB aBmomobua Ha Cruis:
yAuuume Ha Can DpaHuucki
Cruise test vehicle roaming th
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those willing to receive this award are decreas-
ing day by day. In the past three years, roughly
three-quarters of the myriad startups created
to develop a self-driving car have either dis-
appeared or lost their major financial partners.
And the handful of survivors don't seem to be
thriving, either.

The tipping point came last October when a
test driverless car from Cruise, the autono-
mous driving division of General Motors, ran
over a woman, forcing the company to halt
all testing and pull its cars off the road. Under
pressure from GM, both Cruise executives re-
signed. Long before that, Ford abandoned its
stake in the similar company Argo, preferring
to write off a multibillion-dollar investment rath-
er than continue to spend money with nothing
in return. On March 1, Apple halted its self-

driving car project called Project Titan. Literally
a week later, Ghost Autonomy also capitulated
- despite the support of Open Al and the raised
capital of over 220 million dollars. That leaves
only Waymo, Google's self-driving car division,
on the autonomous front.

HOW DIFFERENT THIS DESOLATE LAND-
SCAPE LOOKS against the optimism of ten
years ago! In 2015, then-Waymo head Chris
Urmson said his goal was for his 11-year-old
son to never have to get a driver's license.
Urmson was expecting that by 2020, there
will be a sufficient number of reliable, better-
than-human autopilots on the market. Uber ex-
pected to switch from drivers to robo-taxis by
2021, and competitor Lyft has even shortened
the deadline by a year. The head of China's »




3ACTPAXOBAVTE CBOA AOM
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> Baidu promised the free sale of self-driving
cars in 2020. When they acquired the startup
Cruise, General Motors planned to start mass
production of self-driving cars in 2019. Let's
not forget, of course, the biggest master of
loud promises: Elon Musk, the head of Tesla,
assured in 2019 that the Full Self-Driving soft-
ware, allowing the driver to even take a nap, is
practically ready and will be introduced "by the
middle of next year". To this day, it occasion-
ally happens that a zealous fan who believed
those words and completely ignored the furi-
ous warnings of Tesla's lawyers ends up under
a truck after trying to take a nap or watch a
movie behind the wheel.

WHAT IS THE EXPLANATION BEHIND THIS
UNIVERSAL BLIND OPTIMISM? Did the heads
of these companies really believe that in a very
short period, they would overcome the enor-
mous difficulties and obstacles to autonomous
driving? Or have they simply lied unscrupulous-
ly to take advantage of investor enthusiasm in
an era of the most abundant money printing?
Answer this question for yourself. But here are
some facts. The colossal market capitalization
that Tesla reached was not due to the com-
pany's electric cars but to the promise of the
imminent arrival of robotaxis. The same goes
for Uber. Cruise's creators made huge fortunes
from the GM deal. Ford paid $1 billion to get
into Argo Al. Amazon spent nearly as much on
Zoox. Even the cautious Koreans at Hyundai
pulled out their wallets at Motional's promises.
Some experts estimate the total investment in
autonomous technology over the past decade
at a whopping $160 billion. In 2021 alone, in-
vestments were 12.5 billion. Under this rain
of dollars, it's no wonder that some startups
seem to have forgotten their original purpose.
Ghost Autonomy's announcement of its liqui-
dation said, among other things, that "today's
investment environment" does not allow for a
"reliable profit" to be predicted. Once upon a
time, inventors had to invent something first,
and then make money. Now it is clearly the op-
posite.

BY THE WAY, THIS ABUNDANCE OF FUNDS
between 2014 and 2022 also changed the atti-
tude of regulators - one of the biggest obstacles
to autonomous driving. Especially in the United
States, where raising ten-figure capital usually
wins the respect of politicians. While lawmak-
ers elsewhere remain cautious and cautious,
in the US some states have given almost un-
limited rights to real-world trials. There were
accidents, of course. A pedestrian runover in
Arizona in 2018 put an end to Uber's attempts
to develop autonomous cars (and changed
the company's entire philosophy). Test drone
model of Nutonomy hit a truck in Singapore.
Cruise's cars have been involved in several mi-
nor incidents, including a rather comical one
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in which the self-driving car pulled over by po-
lice took off and ran away. Not to mention the
numerous accidents involving Tesa's so-called
Autopilot - it's hard to tell when it's the fault of
artificial intelligence and when it's natural stu-
pidity. Weymo's self-driving cars were reared
twice - it turned out that their conscientious ad-
herence to the limits and early stops at traffic
lights surprised other drivers. And finally came
the Cruise accident in October. A woman who
was ran over by another car was subsequently
hit by the company's self-driving vehicle. Then,
following its program, the robotaxi attempted
to move and park on the side of the road - not
realizing that the woman was still pinned under
it. The grisly scene caused too much of an im-
pact in America to go unnoticed.

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? Our attempts to
create an artificial intelligence capable of driv-
ing have made us suddenly appreciate the sen-
sors that nature has gifted us with. One look is
enough for a person to know if the road is wet
(and if so, how deep the water is), if it is icy, if
there is sand, oil or other things on it that would
impair traction. The autonomous car will need
at least 11 sensors for this purpose, the experts
from the German Continental, who are working
on the subject, explain to us. For information
from the surrounding traffic, which the human
brain processes in fractions of a second, the
self-driving car needs a server that in 2014 was
the size of a refrigerator. Today, miniaturiza-
tion, 5G connectivity and cloud technologies
solve at least this problem. But there remains
the incredibly complex task of training an Al
to anticipate all possible unexpected situations
on the road, such as the one with the woman
caught under the wheels. What if a barrel of
fuel rolls off the back of a truck? What if a
pack of dogs rushes to cross the road? What if
another driver has lost control of their vehicle,
or the vehicle has no braking function? In these
situations, today's autopilots are helpless. To
be fair, the same goes for many people behind
the wheel. But society, which is used to and

accepts accidents caused by human drivers, is
not at all inclined to swallow them if the culprit
is a computer. Not to mention legal and insur-
ance liability: it is one thing for an individual to
bear it, and quite another for the multibillion-
dollar corporation that developed the autopilot.
Robots behind the wheel will be able to impose
themselves not when they become as good as
humans, but when they become many times
better.

DOES THIS MEAN THAT THE DREAM of au-
tonomous driving - of driverless taxis, of trucks
that can run 24 hours a day, of automated
pizza deliveries - is dead? Actually, not quite.
But the path to it will be much more circuitous
and long. Since the beginning of this year, the
first car in history that allows you to legally take
your eyes off the road (at least in certain cir-
cumstances) is on sale in the United States.
This is not a pilot project or field trial. It is a reg-
ular production car that you can buy from the
dealer and in which you can read a book be-
hind the wheel. However, it does not come from
Waymo, Cruise, Tesla, Uber or any other of the
technological pioneers, but from one of the
most traditional car manufacturers: Mercedes-
Benz. Models with the Drive Pilot system give
their owners a third level of autonomy: under
the right conditions (in heavy highway traffic at
speeds below 60 km/h), the driver can turn on
Autopilot and then do whatever he wants. The
only condition is that he is ready to take back
control if needed. That's still a long way from a
robotic taxi without a steering wheel, of course.
But it is a significant step in that direction. In a
matter of weeks, BMW will launch similar tech-
nology on the American market. In Germany,
the law allows manufacturers to use such sys-
tems only if they can prove that they are much
better than humans. Mercedes and BMW have
already received the necessary permits - that
is, they have proven it. Maybe this time a pa-
tient and methodical approach will prove more
effective than loud promises and multi-billion
dollar investments? M
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LUECTTE HAW-
NMEYEAVBLUNTE
ABTOMOBUAHW
KOMIMNAHUI

2023 be 3namHa 20guHa 3a uHaue usnpaBeHama npeg 20AeMu
npegu3BukameAncmBa uHgycmpus

Tekem KAAVH HUKOAOB / (omozpadus APXVB

aHgemus, AokgayHu, npobaemu ¢ goc-

maBkume, kpusa 3a yunoBe, BouHu: no-

cAegHUmMe HskoAko 20guHU Bsixa U3NbA-

HeHu c BceBbamoXkHu npensmcmBus
3a aBmomobuaHume npousBogumenu. Ho cbwio
maka bsixa HebuBano goxogHu 3a msx. 3apagu
cb3gageHus gepuuum 3a aBmomobuau ueHume
um ce noBuwuxa oce3aemo; B cobwomo xopama
Bsixa ckanoHHU ga xapuam noBeue caeg wokoBe-
me Ha 2020. B pesyamam Ha moBa neuanbume
Ha npousBogumeaume ckouuxa go Hebemo. Mpe3
2023 noBeuemo om me3u edpekmu bsxa Beue us-
yepnaHu, Ho, ako ce Cbgu NO MpaguuuoHHama
knacauus Ha Automedia.bg 3a Hal-neueauBwume
aBmomobunHu komnaHuu, moBa Hu Hau-Manko He
ce e ompasuno Ha pesyamamume. Coc cvBcem
manko uskaloueHus, aBmomobuaHama uHgycmpust
ce pagBa Ha HebuBano puHaHCOBo BaazonoAyUue.
Emo kou ca Hau-neueauBwume uzpayu B Hes 3a
MuHanama 2oguHa - ¢ y2oBopkama, ue Hskou gaH-
Hu ca koHcoaugupaHu, Hakou ca owe npegBapu-
meAHu, a B cayyas ¢ anoHckume komnaHuu cmaBa
gyma 3a npoz2Ho3u, koumo mpsi6Ba ga ce nomBup-
gam egBa caeg meceu-gBa.

BMW GROUP - neuan6a om 12.17 mapg. eBpo.
Mpe3 2022 BMW 6e Hau-neueauBwama aBmo-
MobunHa komnaHus Ha naaHemama, HO moBa
ce gonrkewe omuacmu u Ha egHokpamHume
epekmu om npecmpykmypupaHemo Ha kumau-
ckus gkouHm-BeHuvp c Brilliance. Ceza makwvB
epekm Hama, gopu HanpomuB - neuanbama e
HamaneHa nokpau Hau-2onemume uHBecmuuuu
B pasBouHa geuHocm B ucmopusma Ha BMW
nokpau 6vgewume Neue Klasse u HoBus 3aBog
8 OebpeueH. Ho Bonpeku moBa pesyamamume
Ha 6aBapuume ca BneuamasBawwu - 155.5 Mu-
Auapga eBpo npuxogu (+9%), 17.1 mApg. eBpo
onepamuBHa nevyanba u 12.16 muauapga HemHa
neuanba (kamo umame npegBug, ye npe3 2019,
nocaegHama npegkpusucHa 2oguHa, ms 6e camo
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5 mApg. eBpo).

KomnaHusima omuuma 17.7 eBpo goxogHocm Ha
obukHoBeHa akuus, u we usnaamu no 6 eBpo
guBugeHm. lMpe3 2023 BMW e npogana pekopg-
Hume 2.554 MAH. aBmomobuaa, kamo 14.7% om
msx ca buau eaekmpuuecku.

TESLA MOTORS - neuan6a om 13.88 MApg.
eBpo. 2023 be Hau-gobpama 2oguHa Ha Tesla
go momeHma - yBeHuaHa om nbpBomo mscmo
Ha Model Y kamo Hau-npogaBaH aBmomobua Ha
nAaHemama. Obwume npuxogu Ha komnaHusima
ca 96.8 muauapga gonapa, onepamuBHama ne-
uanba - 16.6 Muauapga (npu mapk om 9.2%), a
HemHama neuyanba e 14.99 muAuapga goaapa,
uAu kom 13.9 mapg. eBpo. KomnaHusma e goc-
maBuaa 1.808 MuAuoHa aBmomobuaa, pbcm om
38% Ha 2oguwHa 6a3a. Om max 1.74 MuAuoHa ca
Model Y u Model 3. Mpobaembm Ha Tesla ugBa
om mBvpge Bucokume ueHu Ha akuuume Ha
komnaHusima 8 npeguwHume 2oguHu, kamo npe3
2021 me gopu HagxBopauxa 370 gonapa. lMpu
maszoguwHama goxogHocm Ha akuus om 4.73
gonapa, uHBecmuuusima 8 kyneHa mozaBa akuus
Bu ce uanAamuAa MeopemuyHo 3a 78 20guHu.
Hopu u npu cezawHume gocma no-Hucku ueHu
Ha kHwkama Ha Tesla nak we ca HyXHu kom 37
20guHu. 3a cpaBHeHue npu BMW akmyaaHusm
nokazamen e 6 20guHu.

MERCEDES-BENZ GROUP - neuan6a om 14.53
MApg. eBpo. lepmaHckusm 2uzaHm e ycnsa
ga yBeauuu npogakbume cu om 2.45 MuAuOHa
aBmomobuna npe3 2022 go 2.49 MuAuoHa npes
2023. Mpuxogume ca 153.2 muauapga eBpo,
onepamuBHama neuanba HamansBa aeko go 19.7
MuAuapga, a HemHama nevanba e 14.531 muau-
apga (c okono 300 MAH. no-Hucka om MuHaAo-
2oguwHama). floxogHocmma Ha akuus e 13.46
eBpo, a onpegeneHusm 3a pasnpegensHe guBu-
geHm e 5.30 eBpo Ha obukHoBeHa akuus.

VOLKSWAGEN GROUP - neuan6a om 17.93
MApg. eBpo. MoguwHusm obopom Ha 2epMmaH-
ckus 2uzaHm ce e yBeauuun ¢ 15% go 322 mu-
Auapga eBpo, onepamuBHama neuanba e 22.5
MuAuapga, a HemHama - 17.9 muauapga eBpo.
HoxogHocmma Ha akuus npu VW e 31.9 eBpo,
koHuepHbm we pasnpegeau guBugeHm om 9
eBpo Ha obukHoBeHa akuus. Mpe3 2023 zpy-
nama e npogana 9.24 MuAuoHa aBmomobuaa,
uanu ¢ 10% noBeue, omkonkomo npe3 2022.
PasnpegeneHuemo npu macoBume mapku:
Volkswagen aeku aBmomobunu - 3.016 MuAuoHa,
Skoda - 1.056 munuoHa, SEAT - 0.602 MuAuoHa,
Volkswagen nekomoBapHu - 0.423 MuAuoHa.

STELLANTIS - neuan6a om 18.63 mapg. eBpo.
YmeHuemo Ha Kapaoc TaBapew, weda Ha
Stellantis, ga neueau napu e nocaoBuuHo, u 2023
e nopegHomo nomBbpXkgeHue. Mpe3 MuHarama
20guHa 2pynama, cb3gageHa om cAuBaHemo Ha
Peugeot-Citroen ¢ Fiat-Chrysler, e nocmuzHana
189.5 muauapga eBpo npuxogu, u 18.6 Mmuauapga
HemHa neuanba (npu 16.8 MApPg. 20guHa no-pa-
Ho). JoxogHocmma Ha akuus e 5.98 eBpo, we
bbge pasnpegeneH guBugeHm om 1.55 eBpo Ha
akuus.

lpynama e npogana 6.2 MuAuoHa aBmomobu-
Aa npe3 2oguHama, om koumo 2.7 muauoHa B8
EBpona, 1.8 muauoHa B8 CeBepHa Awmepuka, 0.9
MuAuoHa B IOxkHa Amepuka, 0.6 muauoHa B Baus-
kus usmok u Adpuka. EguHcmBerno Kumau u
IOzouzmouHa Asusi ocmaBam caabu nasapu 3a
Stellantis, ¢ egBa okono 200,000 naacupaHu aB-
momobuAa mam.

TOYOTA - neuan6a om 27.56 mapg. eBpo. Creg
kamo B8 gBe nopegHu 20guHuU 6e gempoHupaHa
om obuualiHomo cu mscmo Ha Bvpxa B kaaca-
uusma, ce2a Toyota ce 3aBpbwa mam - UAU
no-ckopo we ce 3aBvpHe, kozamo 06s8u 0koH-
uameAnHume pesyamamu om npukalouBawama
Ha 31 mapm ¢uckanHa 2oguHa. po2Ho3HUMEe
gaHHuU Ha Toyota couam 43.5 mpuAuoHa UeHu
npuxogu (npu 37 mpuAuoHa npegu 2oguHa), 4.9
mpuAuoHa UeHU onepamuBHa nevanba u 4.5
MpUAUOHA HemHa nevanba (koM 27.5 MuAuapga
eBpo). Mapxkom Ha neuvanbama e 11.3%. Mpe3
2023 Toyota e gocmaBuna 9.45 muauoHa aBmo-
Mobuna.

HAW-TYBELUWUTE. AwmepukaHckusm cmapmbn
3a npousBogcmBo Ha eaekmpomobuau Rivian e
C Hal-2onsma 3azyba 3a 2023 - ueau 5.03 mu-
Auapga eBpo. KomnaHusma e npogana 50 122
aBmomobuna, koemo npaBu Hag 100,000 goaapa
3azyba 3a Bcaka koaa. Bece nak coaugHusm 2poub
Ha akuuoHepu kamo Amazon u caygumckomo
kpancko cemelicmBo 3aceza He no3BoAsBa Boa-
uapsiBaHemo Ha naHuka.

OcmaHaaume Hau-2ybewu cbulo ca HoBu uepa-
yu B ceameHma Ha enekmpomobuaume: kumau-
ckama NIO Inc (2.65 mapg. eBpo Ha uepBeHo),
amepukaHckama Lucid Motors (-2.62 mApg.) u
kumauckama XPeng Inc (-1.33 mapg. eBpo). l
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THE SIX MOST
PROFITABLE
CARMAKERS

2023 was a golden year for an otherwise challenged industry

By KALIN NIKOLOV / Photography ARCHIVE

andemic, lockdowns, supply chain prob-

lems, chip crisis, wars: the last few years

have been filled with all kinds of obsta-

cles for car manufacturers. But they
were also incredibly profitable for them. Because
of the created deficit for cars, their prices rose
noticeably; nevertheless, people were willing to
spend more after the austerity of 2020. As a re-
sult, producer profits skyrocketed. In 2023, most of
these effects were already exhausted, but judging
by the traditional ranking of Automedia.bg for the
most profitable car companies, this did not affect
the results in the least. With very few exceptions,
the automotive industry is enjoying unprecedented
financial prosperity. Here are the most profitable
players in it for last year - with the proviso that
some data are consolidated, some are still prelimi-
nary, and in the case of Japanese companies, we
are talking about forecasts that must be confirmed
only after a month or two.

BMW GROUP - profit of 12.17 billion euros.
BMW was the most profitable car company on the
planet in 2022, but that was partly due to one-off
effects from the restructuring of its Chinese joint
venture with Brilliance. Now there is no such ef-
fect, on the contrary - the profit has been reduced
along with the largest investments in development
activity in the history of BMW along with the future
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Neue Klasse and the new plant in Debrecen. Nev-
ertheless, the results of the Bavarians are impres-
sive - 155.5 billion euros in revenue (+9%), 17.1
billion euros in operating profit and 12.16 billion
in net profit (bearing in mind that in 2019, the last
pre-crisis year, it was only 5 billion euros ). The
company reports 17.7 euros of earnings per com-
mon share and will pay a 6 euro dividend. In 2023,
BMW sold a record 2.554 million cars, with 14.7%
of them being electric.

TESLA MOTORS - profit of 13.88 billion euros.
2023 was Tesla's best year to date - capped by
the Model Y's first place as the best-selling car on
the planet. The company's total revenue was 96.8
billion dollars, operating profit - 16.6 billion (with a
margin of 9.2%), and net profit was 14.99 billion
dollars, or about 13.9 billion euros. The company
delivered 1.808 million vehicles, a growth of 38%
year-on-year. Of them, 1.74 million are Model Y and
Model 3. Tesla's problem comes from the exorbitant
prices of the company's shares in previous years,
having exceeded 370 dollars at some point. At this
year's earnings per share of $4.73, the investment in
a stock bought then would theoretically pay for itself
in 78 years. Even at the current much lower prices
of Tesla's books, they will still need 37 years to get
a return on investment. For comparison, BMW's cur-
rent indicator is 6 years.

MERCEDES-BENZ GROUP - profit of 14.53 bil-
lion euros. The German giant has managed to
increase its sales from 2.45 million cars in 2022
to 2.49 million in 2023. Revenues are 153.2 bil-
lion euros, operating profit is down slightly to 19.7
billion, and net profit is 14.531 billion (about 300
million lower than last year's). The yield per share
is EUR 13.46, and the dividend to be distributed is
EUR 5.30 per ordinary share.

VOLKSWAGEN GROUP - profit of 17.93 billion
euros. The annual turnover of the German giant
increased by 15% to 322 billion euros, the operat-
ing profit was 22.5 billion, and the net profit was
17.9 billion euros. The yield per share at VW is
31.9 euros, the concern will distribute a dividend
of 9 euros per ordinary share. In 2023, the group
has sold 9.24 million cars, or 10% more than in
2022. The distribution of mainstream brands:
Volkswagen passenger cars - 3.016 million, Sko-
da - 1.056 million, SEAT - 0.602 million, Volkswa-
gen commercial vehicles - 0.423 million.

STELLANTIS - profit of 18.63 billion euros.
The ability of Carlos Tavares, the boss of Stel-
lantis, to make money is proverbial, and 2023 is
another confirmation. Last year, the group cre-
ated by the merger of Peugeot-Citroen with Fiat-
Chrysler achieved 189.5 billion euros in revenue
and 18.6 billion in net profit (compared to 16.8
billion a year earlier). The yield per share is EUR
5.98, and a dividend of EUR 1.55 per share will
be distributed. The group sold 6.2 million vehicles
during the year, of which 2.7 million in Europe,
1.8 million in North America, 0.9 million in South
America, 0.6 million in the Middle East and Af-
rica. Only China and Southeast Asia remain weak
markets for Stellantis, with just around 200,000
cars sold there.

TOYOTA - profit of 27.56 billion euros. After be-
ing dethroned from its usual spot at the top of
the rankings two years in a row, Toyota is now
back there - or rather, it will be back when it an-
nounces final results for the fiscal year ending
March 31. Toyota estimates 43.5 trillion yen in
revenue (up from 37 trillion a year ago), 4.9 tril-
lion yen in operating profit and 4.5 trillion yen in
net profit (up from 27.5 billion euros). The profit
margin is 11.3%. In 2023, Toyota delivered 9.45
million vehicles.

THE BIGGEST LOSERS. The American electric
car start-up Rivian has the biggest loss for 2023 -
as much as 5.03 billion euros. The company sold
50,122 cars, making over a $100,000 loss on
each one. Still, the solid backing of shareholders
such as Amazon and the Saudi royal family has
so far prevented panic from reigning.

The remaining top losers are also new players in
the electric car segment: China's NIO Inc (2.65
billion euros in the red), America's Lucid Motors
(-2.62 billion) and China's XPeng Inc (-1.33 billion
euros). l
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bOTCBAHA 3AMNAALLI
TEPMAHWA... C 20 000 CAOHA

BOTSWANA THREATENS GERMANY...
WITH 20,000 ELEPHANTS

Hau-pa3auuHu HawecmBeHuuu ca HaxAyBaau

B l'epmaHus ¢ pa3AuyHU No pasmep U cecmal
cuau. Ho Hukou go momeHma He 20 e npaBua
c... 20,000 adppukaHcku croHa, kakmo ce
3akaHu ga cmopu npe3ugeHmbm Ha BomcBaHa
Mozyumcu Macucu. Oop>kaBHusm 2aaBa Baese
B ocmpa koHdpoHmauus ¢ 2epmaHckume Baa-
cmu, koumo HacmosiBam ga ce BbBege Aumum
Bopxy usHoca Ha AoBHU mpodeu om BomcBaHa,
0cobeHo Ha cAoHcku BUBHU.

Cnopeg Macucu obaue nogobeH xog camo

we 3agbabouu begHocmma B cmpaHama my.
BomcBanckusm npe3ugeHm ce 3akaHu ga
npamu 20,000 caoHa B MepmaHus u nocvBemBa
2epmaHuume ga ce onumam " ga »kuBesm
3aegHo ¢ >kuBomHume, kakmo Hu kapam ga
npaBum Hue".

Cnopeg Macucu cmpozaume mepku 3a ona3Ba-
He Ha cAroHoBeme B nocaegHUmMe gecemuaemus
ca goBenu go 6ym B nonyaauusma um. Bauzo
egHa mpema om Bcuuku croHoBe no cBema

- okono 130,000 >kuBomHu - Beue >kuBesm B8
lokHoadpukaHckama goprkaBa. BomcBaHa ce
onumBa Bcsuecku ga Hamanu koauuecmBomo
um, kakmo u HaHacsiHUMe om msx nopakeHus
Bopxy uHdpacmpykmypa, pekoama u gopu
Bobpxy yoBewkume cu obumamenu. MuHanama
20guHa cmpaHama nogaau 8,000 caoHa Ha
cbcegHa AH20Aa, U NpegAoXKu Cblomo Koauue-
cmBo Ha Mosambuk. MuHUuCMbpbm 3a guBama
npupoga Ayme3BeHu Mmumkxyny npegaoxku ga
npamu 10,000 >kuBomHu u B AoHgoHckus Xaug
napk, 3a ga Bugsm u aHaauvaHume "kakBo e

ga >kuBeew 3aegHo ¢ max". BeaukobpumaHus
cbwo nog2omBs 3akoH 3a 3abpaHa Ha AoBHUME
mpodeu. "B Hakou paloHu Ha cmpaHama uma
noBeue cnoHOBe, omkoakomo xopa. Te npezas-
Bam geua, cmonkBam u ussxkgam pekonmama
Ha depmepume, obpuuauku 2u Ha 2aag". Mpes
2019 BomcBaHa ommeHuU 3abpaHama 3a AoB Ha
cnoHoBe u BvBege koHmpoaupaHu kBomu.
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Over the ages, many invaders have en-
tered Germany with forces varying in size
and composition. But no one has yet done
it with... 20,000 African elephants, as Bot-
swana's president, Mokgweetsi Masisi, has
threatened to do. The head of state has
entered into a sharp confrontation with the
German authorities, who are demanding
that a limit be introduced on the export of
hunting trophies from Botswana, especially
elephant tusks.

According to Masisi, however, such a move
will only deepen poverty in his country. The
Botswana president threatened to send
20,000 elephants to Germany and advised
Germans to try to "live with the animals as
they make us do".

According to Masisi, strict elephant conser-
vation measures in recent decades have
led to a boom in their population. Nearly

a third of all the world's elephants - about
130,000 animals - now live in the southern
African country. Botswana is making every
effort to reduce their numbers, as well as
the damage they cause to infrastructure,
crops and even its human inhabitants. Last
year, the country gave 8,000 elephants to
neighbouring Angola and offered the same
amount to Mozambique. Wildlife Minister
Dumezweni Mthimkhulu has proposed
sending 10,000 animals to London's Hyde
Park so the English can also see "what it's
like to live with them". Britain is also pre-
paring legislation to ban hunting trophies.
"In some areas of the country, there are
more elephants than people. They run over
children, trample and eat farmers' crops,
dooming them to starvation", the minister
said. In 2019, Botswana lifted the ban on
elephant hunting and introduced controlled
quotas.

HAIN-APOMATHUAT
PALl B EBPOIMA

THE MOST AROMATIC CITY
IN EUROPE

Fonemume Hu 2pagoBe, cmpozo nozAe-
gHamo, He ca uBeme 3a mupucaHe. [one-
Mume koHueHmpauuu Ha xopa npou3Bexk-
gam u 2oneMu koHueHmpauuu 6okayk. Ho
Bce nak memponoAuume He ca paBHu 8
moBa omHoweHue, mBopgam ekcnepmu-
me Ha HAYPP, koumo cvcmaBuxa cmpozo
HayuHa kaacauus Ha Hau-npusMHO Mupu-
wewume 2pagoBe B EBpona.

MopBomo Macmo ybegumeAHo e 3a 2pbu-
kama cmoauua AmuHa, ¢ HelHama kom-
buHauus om kage, baknaBa u c pekopg-
Hama koHueHmpauus Ha uBemapcku u
napolomepulHu maza3uHu Ha kBagpameH
kunomemuvp. MNMo-Hamamvk B nogpekgaHe-
mo ca Mapux, Llopux, OvbAuH, Alokcem-
6ype, Hukosus, KoneHxazeH, Bykypeuw,
Banema u Amcmepgam.

Our big cities, strictly speaking, are not
tender flowers. High concentrations of
people also produce high concentrations
of garbage. However, metropolises are not
equal in this respect, say HAYPP experts,
who compiled a rigorously scientific rank-
ing of the best-smelling cities in Europe.
The first place convincingly goes to the
Greek capital Athens, with its combination
of coffee, baklava and with the record
concentration of flower and perfume
shops per square kilometre. Next in line
are Paris, Zurich, Dublin, Luxembourg,
Nicosia, Copenhagen, Bucharest, Valletta
and Amsterdam. ll




LIKBb Cuna

NEHCUOHHOOCUZYPUMEAHD
akuuoxepuo gpyrkecmBo

C 2puxa 3a Bac!

W3BEPK NMNOAL ,,UKB-CUAA®: MEPEBOTO YYPEOEHO B 6bAIAPWUA NEHCUOHHOOCWUIYPUTEAHO OPYXECTEBO
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BOTAT-BEAEH

Bbazapus Beue 15 2oguHu Hocu emukema Ha Hau-begHama cmpaHa 8 EC.
HabaukaBa Au Bpememo ga cu nhpomeHuM npegcmaBume?

Tekem METBP MOBYEB / Gomozpadus UBANAO METPOB

au-begHama cmpaHa 8 EBponetckus colos"

e kneumo, koemo HeusameHHO cbnpoBorkga

Bcaka nybaukauus 3a Boazapus 8 3anagHo-

eBponeuckume meguu om 17 2o0guHu Hacam -
gopu U oHe3u, B8 koumo uHave usobwo He cmaBa gyma 3a
ukoHomuka u goxogu. Jockopo Ha HUko20 He Bu My XpyM-
Hano ga 20 ocnopu. Ho npe3 2024 Beue ce nosBsBam Bce
noBeye ocHoBaHus ga ce YyCbMHUM gaAu HaucmuHa cu
ocmaBame Hau-6egHume B8 EC.

MKOHOMUCTUTE HE OBUYAT uyacmHume npumepu.
Ako um kakem, ue npe3 ¢peBpyapu 3a Beueps ¢ no mpu
acmus u bymunka BuHo B MapuXk, B kokemeH pecmo-
paHm B cmua "ap HyBo" Ha okono kunomembp om AyB-
bpa, nAamuxve 64 eBpo cmemka, a camo cegMmuua no-
kbcHO 3a cbwomo Hu nouckaxa 85 eBpo B obukHoBeHO
coduucko 3aBegeHue, me we nokanamsm ckenmuyHo
2naBa. Ako um kakem, ye Boazapus uma Hau-2oAemus
pbcm B npogakbume Ha HoBu aBmomobuAu om Bcuuku
eBponeucku cmpaHu ma3u 2oguHa, wie omBbpHam, ue
moBa e pacme>k om no-Hucka 6a3a. Ako nocoYuM Hey-
gopkumus Bb3xog Ha ueHume Ha HegBuwkumume umomu
Bonpeku Aowomo cbomHoweHue ¢ Haemume (eguH HoB
anapmameHm 8 Codusa 8 momeHma bu ce usnaamuA om
Haemu 3a 45-50 2oguHu, Bmecmo 3a 10-12, konkomo e B8
lMopuus uau Mimaaus), we Bb3passm, ue Bce owe HOMU-
HaAHUMeE ueHU ca no-Hucku om noBeuemo eBponetcku
cmoauuu. Bmecmo makuBa omgenHu usBagku om pean-
Hocmma, ukoHOMucmume npegnoYyumam cepuo3Hama

cmamucmuka - Hewa kamo BpymeH BbmpeweH npo-
gykm, cpegHa pabomHa 3annama, uHgekcu Ha nompe-
6umenckume ueHu. U ca npaBu, pasbupa ce - HO camo
goHsikoge. Mapk TBeH usperkgawe mpume cmeneHu Ha
Awkama maka: Abku, npokaemu Avxku u cmamucmuka. B
CAyyas ¢ uamepBaHemo Ha bAazocbecmosiHuemo Ha 6bA-
2apume, Mapk TBeH e cbBcem npaB. Cmamucmukama 3a
BbA2apus 6opaBu ¢ HeocobeHo HageXkgHU gaHHU: kamo
3anouyHem om geAa Ha cuBama ukoHomuka B cmpaHama
(Hukou He 3Hae koAko moOYHO € mou, HO aHaAu3amopume
ca eguHogywHu, Ye e Hau-Bucokusm B EC) u npukalouum
C Hepaspewumus cnop koAko moyHO e HaceAneHuemo B
MOMeHma.

HO OOPU N CYXATA, HEHAOEXXOHA cmamucmuka
nokasBa gpacmuyHUMe NpPOMEHU, HacmbnuAu B Bbazap-
ckama ukoHomuka B nocaegHume 2oguHu. BpymHusm
BompeweH npogykm Ha cmpaHama Ha 2AnaBa om Hace-
AeHuemo, koumo npe3 90-me 6e egBa okoao 25% om
cpegHus 3a EC, npe3 muHanama 2oguHa gocmuza 62%.
A BBI1 Ha 2rnaBa om HaceneHuemo, uamepeH cnopeg [la-
pumema Ha nokynameaHama cnocobHocm (PPP), e Beue
64% om cpegHomo 3a EC - npu egBa 48% gecem 2ogu-
HU no-paHo. ToBa Bce owe e Hau-chabusm nokasamen
8 obwHocmma, Ho e gocma 6Au30 go mesu Ha Mpuus
(67%), NamBus (71%), CnoBakus (73%). /1 usnpeBapBa
3HaUUMEeAHO pesuoHaAHUMe cbcegu YepHa 2opa (50%),
Copbus (44%), CeBepHa MakegoHus (42%), BocHa u Xep-
ue2oBuHa (35%) u AnbaHus (34%), ¢ yeoBopkama, ue P
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» gaHHUMe 3a me3u cmpaHu ca om 2022,
"Omuumauku ukoHomuueckama guHa-
Muka B cmpaHama, usaaexga BeposmHo
B cnegBawume 20guHU ga ce omAenuMm
om gbHOMO Ha kaacauusma', nuca no
mo3u noBog uoHomucmovm MNembp MaHeB
B aHanu3 3a MHcmumyma 3a nasapHa
ukoHomuka. Bonpeku mpume cepuosHu
kpusu B8 nocnegHume 15 2oguHu (¢u-
HaHcoBama npe3 2009, peuecusma om
2012-2013 u epekma om mepkume cpe-
wy Covid-19 npe3 2020), 6vazapckama
ukoHoMuka npogbAku ga pacme ¢ no-
Bucoku memnoBe om cpegHume 3a EB-
pona npe3 me3u 2oguHu. "BBI1 Ha uoBek
no napumem Ha nokynameAHa cnocob-
Hocm B BobAzapus ce nokauBa om nog
40% npegu uneHcmBomo B EC go 64%
npe3 2023. Caeg naHgemusima Bbazapus
omyuma cepuoseH pvcm, 8 moBa yucao
3apagu npebposBaHemo u kopekuusma
B8 HaceneHuemo, kamo camo 3a mpu
20guHU nokasameasm ce nogobpsBa c
9 npoueHmu nyHkma", nuwe laHeB. "B
nocAaegHume 2oguHu Bcuuku HoBu cmpa-
HU uAeHku om LleHmpaaHa u MamouHa
EBpona ce nomecmuxa B 2paHuuama
om 70-90% om cpegHomo HuBo 3a EC,
BkalouumenHo PymbHus. Kom 2021 Boa-
2apus ocmaHa eguHcmBeHama cmpaHa
B8 EC, kosmo He bewe npobuna epaHuua-
ma om 60%... locmugHamume 64% npe3
2023 Beue Hu npubAukaBam go zpynama
cmpatu om LIME, koumo cowo nogobps-
Bam cBoume nokasamenau, Ho Bce nak
npogbakaBam ga 6bgam B guanasoHa
mexkgy 70 u 90% cnpsmo cpegHomo 3a
EBpona. EguHcmBeHo Yexus u CaoBeHus
ca MuHaAu 2paHuuama om 90%, gokamo
NamBus, CaoBakus, YHzapus, XopBamus
u PymbHus ca 8 pamkume Ha 70-80%".

MOXKELLE AN PACTEXXDBT OA E MNO-
FOAAM npu no-agekBamHo ynpaBaeHue,
e cbBcem omgeneH Bonpoc (omzoBopbm
e "HecbmHeH0"). Ho u maka Hanpegokbm
Ha cmpaHama e Heocnopum, u ce no-
mBopXkgaBa om Bcuuku cmamucmuye-
cku nokasameau.

CpegHama pabomHa 3anaama B Boa-
2apus, kosmo no gaHHu Ha HCWU e buna
egBa 301 eBpo npe3 2008 zoguHa, ce
e ygBouna go 2019, u e noumu yemu-
pu nomu no-zonama B kpas Ha 2023
(1109 eBpo). CpegHama nouvacoBa ueHa
Ha mpyga y Hac omuuma Hal-20Aemust
pvcm B EC 3a nocaegHume 12 2oguHu
no gaHHu Ha Eurostat - yBeauueHue om
174%, om 3.4 eBpo go 9.3 eBpo Ha vac.
Jopu u maka ma3u cmouHocm cu oc-
maBa Hau-Huckama 8 EC, u gopu nog
ma3su B cbcegHa Copbus - moecm uma
nomeHuUaA 3a gonbAHUMEAEH pacmed,
6e3 moBa ga ce ompa3su CEpuo3HO Ha
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€ genbm Ha cuBama
ukoxomuka 8 Boazapus
CNOpeg U3HUCAEHUA Ha Npod.
(Mpugpux WHaigep. ToBa e
Hal-Bucokuam nokasamea

B EC, npeg PymoHus (29%),
Vheapus (25.4%), Kunop
(23.9%), Maama (23.4%),
EcmoHus (22.7%). Cnopeg
LLIHadgep Had-Hucok gan

Ha ceHuecmus cekmop om
6uBwus 13moyen 6aok uma
8 CaoBakus (13.1%).

Haue Had-gobpume nokasa-

meau 8 EBpona umam Hugep-

AaHgus (8.2%), ABcmpusa
(7.1%) u LWBeduapus (camo
5.6% cuBa ukoHomuka).

is the share of the grey
economy in Bulgaria
according to calculations by
Prof. Friedrich Schneider. This
is the highest indicator in the
EU, ahead of Romania (29%),
Hungary (25.4%), Cyprus
(23.9%), Malta (23.4%), and
Estonia (22.7%). According to
Schneider, the lowest share
of the shadow sector of the
former Eastern bloc is in
Slovakia (13.1%).

Otherwise, the best indicators
in Europe are in the
Netherlands (8.2%), Austria
(7.1%) and Switzerland (just a
5.6% share of grey economy).

konkypeHmocnocobHocmma. A u Hucku-
am nokasamen Ha Boa2apus ce goaku
B Hemanka cmeneH Ha Huckume gaHbo-
uu, 3awomo Eurostat BkalouBa u msx
npu kankynauusma (ueHama Ha mpyga
B Mopmyzanus Hanpumep e 17 eBpo Ha
yac, HoO moBa e npu gaHbyHU cmaBku
meXgy 23 u 48% 3a pasauuHume ka-
mezopuu goxogu, gokamo B Bvazapus
u PymvHuUs gaHokom e naocok u e camo
10%).

Mo gaHHU, uumupaHu om KHcmumyma
3a nasapHa ukoHomuka, CepuosHo ce e
noBuwuno u pakmuueckomo uHguBugy-
anHo nompebAaeHue Ha 2naBa om Hace-
AeHuemo B Bvazapus - om ckpomHume
35% om cpegHume HuBa 3a EC npegu 16
20gUuHu, go 69% npe3 2022, u BeposmHo
Hag 70% 3a 2023, 3a kosmo owe Hama
okoHUYameAHU gaHHuU.

NMA W HELLIO APYIrO: BCUYKWU TE3N
UNCAA ce omHacsm camo go uko-
Homukama "Ha cBemao". Humo HCW,
Humo Eurostat mozam ga o06xBaHam
ceHyecmama U cmpaHa - a B Bbaza-
pus ms ganey He e He3HauumeAHa.
Bcowrocm @pugpux Meope LLHadgep,
npodecop om lepmaHckus uHcmumym
3a ukoHomuuecku npoyuBaHus, cmsma,
ye cuBama ukoHomuka B Bbazapus e c
Hau-2onsMm gsa B ueaus EC - 33.1%. Ako
npuemem HezoBume u3uucAeHus u yBe-
AuYUM BvA2apckus BpymeH npogykm c
egHa mpema, mol ganey Hava ga bvge
Hau-maAkusm Ha 2AaBa om HaceneHue-
mo B8 EC. EcmecmBeHo, cuBa ukoHomu-
ka uma HaBcskoge - Ho camo B Bvazapus
u Typuust ms e ¢ makuBa mawa6bu. Cpeg-
Homo HuBo 3a EBpona cnopeg LLIHaugep
e okono 17%. Camo owe 8 mpu cmpaHu

« MenaHgua

& EcmoHus

CTPAHWTE C HAI-TOAAM PbCT
B LIEHATA HA TPYJA

Mpomana
2012-2023

174%
168%
149%
125%
114%
113%
Copbus . 96%
CnoBakus . 93%
MoAwa : 84%
Yexus 80%

2012 2023

Cmpana

Boacapus 3.4 9.3
PymoHUA 41 il
AumBa 5.9

NamBus 6

- XopBamus, PymbHUs u YH2apus - cu-
Bama ukoHoMuka HagxBbpas egHa uem-
Bopm om usnama. Ako gobaBum 33%
koM npozHosupaHus om MB® 6pymen
npogykm Ha 2naBa om HaceAeHuemo Ha
Bbacapus 3a 2024, mou Ha npakmuka
we ce uspaBHu c me3u Ha MoAwa, YHza-
pus u Mopuusi, U we HagMmuHe pyMoHckust.

MMA N EANH NCUXOAONMYECKU
OAKTOP, koumo ukoHomucmume npe-
HebpeeBam, HO koUmo e He no-man-
ko cowecmBeH 3a 3a ycewaHemo 3a
6nazocbecmosiHue. Tou ce omHacs go
cybekmuBHume ycewaHus, kozamo no-
mpebumeAume cpaBHaBam gHewHume
cu goxogu c BuepawHume. 3a noBe-
vemo xopa B M3amouna EBpona moBa
cpaBHeHue e noAoXkumeAHo: me pasno-
Aaz2am c noBeue napu gHec, omkoakomo
ca uMaAu npegu gecemuaemue, gopu u
cneg kamo omuemem no-Bucokama uh-
dnauus B mo3u pesuoH. 3a pymbHUUME
cvnocmaBkama mexkgy 2012 u 2023 20-
guHa nokasBa 21 npoueHmHu nyHkma
noAoXkumeAHo u3veHeHue B goxogume
cnpsimo cpegHomo 3a EC (HaBpememo
ca buau 57% om cpegHomo, gHec ca
78%). 3a Bbacapume nonokumeAHama
npomsHa e 17 nyHkma, 3a aumoBuume
- 16, 3a xbpBamue - 14, 3a noAsuume -
13, 3a AamButuume - 10. Jopu u me3u
goxogu ga cu ocmaBam no-Hucku om
3anagHoeBponeuckume, Bvaxogawa-
ma meHgeHuus Bogu go onmumMu3bM U
ckaoHHocm kbM noBeve nompebaeHue.
TouHo obpamHomo Ha cAyuBawiomo ce
B ABcmpus (3azyba Ha 10 nyHkma mexX-
gy 2012 u 2023), N'epmaHus (-9 nyHkma),
Opanuus (-7 nydkma), imaaus (-6 nyHk-
ma), HugepaaHgus (-5 nynkma). ll



RICH MAN, POOR MAN

Bulgaria has been carrying the label of the poorest country in the EU for 17 years.
Is it time to change our perception?

he poorest countr y in the Eu-

ropean Union" is a stigma that

invariably accompanies every

publication about Bulgaria in
the Western European media for the past
17 years - even those that otherwise do
not talk about the economy and income
at all. Until recently, no one would have
thought to dispute it. But in 2024, there
are already an increasing number of rea-
sons to doubt whether we really remain
the poorest in the EU.

ECONOMISTS DON'T LIKE private ex-
amples. If we tell them that in February
for a three-course dinner with a bottle
of wine in Paris, in a chic Art Nouveau
restaurant about a kilometre away from
the Louvre, we paid 64 euros, and just
a week later they charged us 85 euros
for the same in an ordinary Sofia estab-
lishment, the economists will shake their
heads sceptically. If we tell them that
Bulgaria has the biggest growth in new
car sales of all European countries this
year, they will say that this is growth from
a lower base. If we point to the unstoppa-
ble rise in real estate prices despite the
poor ratio with rents (a new apartment in
Sofia would currently pay for itself from
rents in 45-50 years, instead of 10-12, as
in Greece or ltaly), they will object that
nominal prices are still lower than most
European capitals. Instead of such isolat-
ed samples of reality, economists prefer
hard statistics - things like Gross Domes-
tic Product, average wages, and con-
sumer price indices. And they are right,
of course - but only to an extent. Mark
Twain listed the three degrees of lying as
follows: lies, damned lies, and statistics.
In the case of measuring the welfare of
the Bulgarians, Mark Twain is quite on
the spot. The statistics for Bulgaria deal
with not particularly reliable data: starting
with the share of the grey economy in the
country (no one knows exactly how much
it is, but analysts are unanimous that it is

Country

Bulgaria
Romania
Lithuania
Latvia
Iceland
Estonia
Serbia
Slovakia
Poland

Czechia

In EUR, Eurostat data

By PETER YOVCHEV / Photography iSTOCK

the highest in the EU) and ending with the
unsolvable dispute of exactly how much
the population is at the moment.

BUT EVEN THE DRY, UNRELIABLE sta-
tistics show the drastic changes that have
occurred in the Bulgarian economy in re-
cent years. The country's gross domestic
product per capita, which in the 1990s
was only about 25% of the EU average,
reached 62% last year. And GDP per
capita, measured according to Purchas-
ing Power Parity (PPP), is already 64%
of the EU average - up from just 48% ten
years earlier. This is still the lowest indi-
cator in the Union, but it is quite close to
those of Greece (67%), Latvia (71%), and
Slovakia (73%). And it is well ahead of
regional neighbours Montenegro (50%),
Serbia (44%), North Macedonia (42%),

THE COUNTRIES WITH
THE GREATEST INCREASE
IN LABOUR COST

2012

3.4
4.1
5.9
6
23.2
8.6
5.1
8.9
7.9
10

Change
2012-2023

9.3 174%
11 168%
14.7 149%
13.5 125%
49.7 114%
18.3 113%
10 96%
93%
84%
80%

2023

Bosnia and Herzegovina (35%) and Alba-
nia (34%), with the proviso that data for
these countries is from 2022 .

"Taking into account the economic dy-
namics in the country, it seems likely that
in the coming years we will come off the
bottom of the ranking", wrote on this oc-
casion economist Petar Ganev in an anal-
ysis for the Institute for Market Economy.
Despite the three serious crises in the last
15 years (the financial one in 2009, the
recession of 2012-2013 and the effect of
the measures against Covid-19 in 2020),
the Bulgarian economy continued to grow
at higher rates than the average for Europe
during these years. "GDP per person at
purchasing power parity in Bulgaria rises
from below 40% before EU membership
to 64% in 2023. After the pandemic, Bul-
garia reports serious growth, including »
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P due to the census and population cor-
rection, as in just three years the indicator
improves by 9 percentage points," writes
Ganev. "In recent years, all the new mem-
ber countries from Central and Eastern
Europe placed themselves within the limit
of 70-90% of the average level for the EU,
including Romania. As of 2021, Bulgaria
remained the only country in the EU that
had not broken the limit of 60%. The 64%
achieved in 2023 brings us closer to the
group of CEE countries, which also im-
prove their indicators, but still remain in
the range between 70 and 90% com-
pared to the European average. Only
the Czech Republic and Slovenia have
passed the 90% mark, while Latvia, Slo-
vakia, Hungary, Croatia and Romania are
within 70-80%".

WHETHER THE GROWTH COULD
HAVE BEEN GREATER under more ade-
quate government is an entirely separate
question (the answer is "undoubtedly").
But even so, the country's progress is un-
deniable and is confirmed by all statisti-
cal indicators.

The average salary in Bulgaria, which ac-
cording to NSI data was only 301 euros in
2008, has doubled by 2019 and is almost
four times larger at the end of 2023 (EUR
1,109). The average hourly labour price
in our country shows the largest growth
in the EU for the last 12 years according
to Eurostat data - an increase of 174%,
from 3.4 euros to 9.3 euros per hour.
Even so, this value remains the lowest
in the EU, and even below that of neigh-
bouring Serbia - that is, there is potential
for additional growth without seriously af-
fecting competitiveness. And Bulgaria's
low indicator is due in no small measure
to low taxes, because Eurostat includes
them in the calculation (the price of la-
bour in Portugal, for example, is 17 euros
per hour, but this is at tax rates between
23 and 48% for the various income cat-
egories, while in Bulgaria and Romania
the tax is flat at just 10%).

According to data cited by the Institute
for Market Economy, the actual individual
consumption per head of population in
Bulgaria has also seriously increased -
from a modest 35% of the average lev-
els for the EU 16 years ago, to 69% in
2022, and probably over 70% for 2023,
for which there are no final data yet.

THERE'S ALSO SOMETHING ELSE: all
these numbers refer only to the "bright
side" of the economy. Neither NSI nor
Eurostat can cover its shadow side - and
in Bulgaria, it is far from insignificant. In
fact, Friedrich Georg Schneider, a pro-
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CPEQHATA MECEYHA PABOTHA 3ANAATA B 6bATAPIAA (68 eBpo)
THE AVERAGE MONTHLY SALARY IN BULGARIA (in euros)
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bBIN HA TAABA, NN, KATO
NPOLLEHT OT CPEAHOTO 3A EC

GDP PER CAPITA PPP, AS PERCENTAGE

OF EU AVERAGE
2012 2023
BbATAPIA / Bulgaria 47 64
lopuusn / Greece 71 67
NamBus / Latvia 61 7
CnoBakus / Slovakia 77 73
XopBamus / Croatia 62 76
YHzapusa / Hungary 67 76
PymoHus / Romania 57 78
MoAwa / Poland 67 80
Ecmonus / Estonia 74 81
Mopmyzaaus / Portugal 76 83
Aumea / Lithuania 71 87
icnaua / Spain 91 89
Yexus / Czechia 84 91
CaoBeHus / Slovenia 83 91
Kunwp / Cyprus 91 95
Vimanaus / Italy 103 97
CpegHo 3a EC / EU Average 100 100
(Opanuus / France 108 101
Maama / Malta 87 105
(Dunaangusa / Finland 117 108
l'epmaHus / Germany 124 115
Beaeus / Belgium 121 17
LlIBeuus / Sweden 130 117
ABcmpua / Austria 133 123
Manus / Denmark 128 128
HugepaaHgus / Netherlands 135 130
Edpe / Ireland 133 212
Nokcembype / Luxembourg 277 240

[anHu: Eurostat

JlanHu Ha HCU |/ NSI data

fessor from the German Institute for Eco-
nomic Studies, believes that the shadow
economy in Bulgaria has the largest
share in the entire EU - 33.1%. If we ac-
cept his calculations and increase the
Bulgarian gross product by a third, it will
be far from the smallest per capita in the
EU. Naturally, there is a grey economy
everywhere - but only in Bulgaria and
Turkey is it on such a scale. The average
level for Europe, according to Schneider,
is around 17%. Only in three more coun-
tries - Croatia, Romania and Hungary -
the shadow economy exceeds a quarter
of the whole. If we add 33% to the IMF's
projected gross product per capita of
Bulgaria for 2024, it will practically equal
those of Poland, Hungary and Greece,
and surpass Romania's.

THERE IS ALSO A PSYCHOLOGICAL
FACTOR that economists ignore, but
which is no less essential to the feeling
of well-being. It refers to the subjective
feelings when consumers compare their
income today with yesterday's. For most
people in Eastern Europe, this compari-
son is positive: they have more money
today than they did a decade ago, even
after accounting for the region's higher
inflation. For Romanians, the comparison
between 2012 and 2023 shows a 21 per-
centage point positive change in income
compared to the EU average (at the time
it was 57% of the average, today it is
78%). For Bulgarians, the positive change
is 17 points, for Lithuanians - 16, for Cro-
atia - 14, for Poles - 13, for Latvians -
10. Even if these incomes remain lower
than Western European ones, the upward
trend leads to optimism and a tendency
to more consumption. The exact opposite
of what is happening in Austria (loss of
10 points between 2012 and 2023), Ger-
many (-9 points), France (-7 points), ltaly
(-6 points), Netherlands (-5 points). ll
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AMKTATOP

B SATBOPA

100 20guHuU cAeg BauszaHemo Ha Xumaep 3ag pewemkume,
gemokpauusma npogbakaBa uecmo ga pabomu

cpeuwy cebe cu

[ okorn BOVIKO BACUAEB / (Dormoznadus APXUB

Ba ce cayuBa mouHo npegu Bek. Ha

1-Bu anpun 1924 cneuuanHo cb3gage-

Husm HapogeH cbg Ha BaBapus ocbXkga

€guH napmueH Augep Ha nem 20guHuU
3amBop.

KAKTO U AA 0 NOrAEQHETE, Agoad Xumaep
6e npekpayun uyepmama. Mpe3 HoemBpu npe-
guwHama 2oguHa mou wypmyBa mloHxeHckama
bupapus ,bBlopeepbpoukenep ¢ 3000 gywu u
069818a HauuoHanHa peBonlouus. Ha caegBawus
geH Hauucmume amakyBam BaBapckomo BoeH-
HO MuHucmepcmBo. Ho kpbumu ce npeBzemam
NO-A€CHO oM 2epMaHcku ombpaHumMeAHU UHcmu-
myuuu. ,bupeHusm nyy“ e pasbum, a plopepom —
apecmyBaH, cvbgeH u usnpameH B 3amBopa
NaHgcbepe.

MpogbrkeHuemo e usBecmHo u mbxkHo. 3amBop-
Huueckume Baacmu gbpkam Xumaep monkoBa
xnabaBo, ue mou ce HacaakgaBa Ha HenpecmaH-
Hu cBukgaHus u gocma cBobogHo Bpeme, koemo
u3noa3Ba 3a nucaHe (no-mouHo, gukmoBka) Ha
,Mosma 6opba“. Omaope Ha Bcuuko BaBapckusam
BopxoBeH cbg 20 nomunBa, Bbnpeku >kepmBume
u gbpkaBHama uamsHa.

TAKA XUTAEP NPEKAPBA B 3ATBOPA EQBA
FOANHA — mBvpge manko, 3a ga usnese om ue-
pama, HO gocmambuHo, 3a ga ce npeBobpHe B 2e-
pou. dlecemuaemue caeg BupeHus nyy mou Beue
ynpaBasBa epmaHus. Baea e BAacmma He ¢ nuc-
monema, koimo pasvaxBa 8 Gupapusma, a cbc
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cBobogHu uzbopu.

Ta3u ucmopus yecmo ce paskasBa kamo npu-
mep kak crabama gemokpauus (Baumapckama
penybauka) He MoXke ga cnpe gopu onepemHust
gukmamop. Haka3Ba 2o mBvpge kbcHo u mBopge
cAabo. ManucBa my Bexkgu, Bmecmo ga my usBagu
ouu.

Temama obave e ganey no-2onama U 3acsiza ca-
MOmMO cbpue Ha gemokpauusma. Emo Hskoako
usBoga.

MbPBO, CbAbT HE MOXKE AA TWU PA3PELLU
noaumuueckus npobaem. Hau-npecHusm npumep
e HoHang Tpobmn, koumo ganeu He e Xumaep,
Humo gukmamop, gopu u nyyucm He e, Bonpeku
ye npuBvpkeHuuume my amakyBaxa KoHzpeca
Ha 6 sHyapu 2021. MHo3uHa aHmu-mpbmMnucmu
ouakBaxa, ye cobgbm we cBbpwu pabomama,
kosmo me He MoXkaxa ga cBvpwam: ga nobegsam
The Donald BegHvk 3aBuHazu. Yemupume gena
u 91 06BuHeHus mpsa6Bawe ga 20 goBbpwam.
BcowHocm 20 ykpenuxa. BuBwusm npesugeHm
npeBopHa gake apecmaHmckama cu cHumka B8
nuap. Bukme spocmHama epumaca. Ta kpewu:
we ce bus gokpad.

Ako Hamaw noAumuyecku apaymeHmu, He 2u yva-
kau om cvga. Jopu Hau-cnpaBegauBomo u goka-
3aHo 06BuHeHue He MoXe ga ybegu 3akaemume
tdeHoBe. Nake we 2u momuBupa ga BocmaHam
cpewy cmamykBomo. ‘TloHskoza ce uyguw kak
xopama npaBsm waHmaBu Hewa”, Mu kasa eguH
om Hal-2oAemume npomuBHuuu Ha Tpbmn, 6uB-

wusm we¢ Ha OQBP Dkeumc Komu. "Ha meopus,
Hapogom MoXe ga u3bepe eguH OCbgeH npec-
monHuk. He mucas, ye we 20 HanpaBu, Ho bu
MozbA. I moBa nokasBa kakBo pa3sgeneHue uma
mexkgy cbgebHama cucmema u noaumukama 8
Awepuka.”

C gpyau gymu, mpemama (3akoHogameAHama)
Bracm e egHo, Bmopama (uanbAHUMEAHama) -
gpyeo. B egHomo uepasm pakmume, B gpyzomo —
noAumukama. A me He ca egHoO U Cbulo, 0COBEHO
8 epama Ha darwuBume HOBUHU.

BTOPO, AEMOKPALMATA HAMA MHOIO
OPBbXXWA cpewy me3u, koumo He uzpasm no
npaBuaama. CnomHsm cu Bb3xoga Ha nokoUHus
nonyaucm Vopa Xaugep 8 ABcmpus npea 90-me.
Tou 2o0Bopewe HeuyBaHu Hewa u >kypHaaucmuka-
ma 3anouHa gebamu kakBo ga 20 npaBu.

Okasa ce, ye Hama gobop BapuaHm. VeHopupa-
xa 20: mol pacmeuwe. 3anouHaxa ga My 3agaBam
kpumuuHu Bvnpocu: mou pacmeuwe. Bkapaxa 20
8 guckycuu: mou pacmewe. “Hopmaausupaxa” 20:
mou nak pacmewe. BvB Bcska om me3u cumya-
uuu nonyaucmom moXkewe ga u3noa3Ba nozama
Ha bopeu, cpewy cmamykBomo. WeHopupam me,
kpumukyBam me, npoBokupam Me, 3auiomo CobM
Bawusim uoBek. A kozamo Me HopmaAusupam, a3
nak we ce gopxka kamo Bawus uoBek: we gpo-
nHa nokpuBkama om macama, we nompowa Yu-
Huume, we um pa3Bana obsaguemo. LLle um kaka
ucmuHama 8 oyume. 3awomo a3 cbm Hapogbm, a
me — npe3peHusm eAum.



KA3BAT, YE YbPUYUA U3MNOA3BAA DPA3A-
TA ,mekomo nogkopemue (soft underbelly) Ha
EBpona“, kozamo 20Bopuna 3a Hykgama om ge-
caHm B Vimaaus npe3 Bmopama cBemoBHa. A
makap uye, kamo MHo20 gpyau y>k He2oBu uuma-
mu, u mo3u He MoXe ga bbge HamepeH HUmo B
peuume, HUmo B mekcmoBeme my, we 3aema
uspasa ,Mmeko nogkopemue“, 3a ga onuwa ysa3-
Bumocmma Ha gemokpauusma.

B Hes AecHo Bauzam mBovpgu mena, meuoBe
om kaneHa cmomaHa. Buwkme cuuuAuaHuume
B8 Awmepuka npe3 30-me, madpusma B Vmanaus,
AeBume u gecHume mepopucmu, ucAasmckume
daHamuuu. HegemokpamuuHu U QUCUUNAUHU-
paHu, me3u koHcnupamuBHu maauuHcmBa 3n0-
ynompebsiBam ¢ Bcuuko, koemo gemokpauusma
npegaaza. MaHunyaupam u3bopu, npeB3emam
mepumopuu U uHcmumyuuu, ypexkgam 6aaz2uHu,
3a0bukanam npaBuaa u 3akoHu, goBexkgam go
abcypg ueHHocmu, npuHuunu u npaBa. Bcuuku
gpyau ca cBobogHU, AUBEPAAHU U paseguHeHU.
Te obaue He ca. Te ca lompyk, ocmpue. Oaxe ce
noguzpaBam Ha ocmaHaaume. Owie Au BapBame,
ue B 3anagHume obuwiecmBa emHuueckume u pe-
AU2UO3HUME ocobeHocmu ce pasmBapsam kamo
acnupuH BvB Boga? HanpomuB! Ako ca cmee-
Hamu B npecmvnHa cnaomeHocm, me Bausam B
mekus kopem kamo HoXk npe3 macno.

TPETO. BCbLUHOCT, HA-FTOAAMATA CAA-
BOCT Ha gemokpauusma e Hal-2oAsmama
M cuna. [a, mu cu cBobogeH ga usbupauw.

o
@

BkalouumenHo, ga usbepew 3Aus uyapoBHuk,
6e30mzo0BopHUs nonyAUCM U Xapu3MamuyHus
HezogHuk. [a usbepew gake ompuuamens Ha
gemokpauusma; mo3u, koumo ucka ga s yHu-
woxku, ynompebu u npucBou. Mapagokcem Ha
gemokpauusima e, ue ms pabomu u cpewy ca-
Mama cebe cu.

Koe moxke ga nonpeuu Ha makvB “cueHapul
Ha yxXaca”? CnpaBegauBomo npaBocbgue,
omeoBopHume meguu, npodecuoHasnHume u
HekopymnupaHu cAykbu 3a cuzypHocm — u
npegu Bcuuko, mpe3Bomo obwecmBo. Camo
ye couuanHume mpexku U 2a0banHUME nAam-
dopmu nogpuBam Bcuuko moBa. HacbckBam
“Hapoga” cpewy ekcnepmume, pywam mpa-
guuuoHHume cpegcmBa 3a uHdopmauus,
yHuwoxkaBam npegcmaBama 3a ucmuHa u
HacvpuaBam busHec mMogena Ha Avkama. He
uckam ga cu nomucas kakBu mozam ga 6b-
gam nocaegcmBusma. Ako He Bu ce yuemam
ucmopuyecku mpakmamu 3a Baumapckama
penybauka, uszaegaume cepuana “bepauHcku
BaBunoH”.

“LLIE YHULLIOXKA OEMOKPALIATA ¢ opoXus-
ma Ha gemokpauusma”, obuuan ga kasBa Agoad
Xumaep. E, He ycns ga 2o HanpaBu gokpau — u 8
kpauHa cmemka, gemokpauusma nobegu. Jaau
we nobexkgaBa Bceku nom, cpewy Bceku no-
meHuuaneH gukmamop? ToBa e mpygHusm Bb-
npoc. OaHo He e 6au3o Bpememo, kozamo we
HuU 20 3agagam om ynop. ll
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HOBA EKCHHEPTHA
NH®OPMAIIMOHHA CUCTEMA
B IIOMOIIl HA IOTPEBUTEJIUTE

LAML ACUCTEHT*

cvemecnen npooyKm Ha adgokamcko cvopyscue , bpucm u Ane®/
EY/u ,,AITHC Espona“
3aKoHBT 32 MEPKHTE Cpelly M3MMPaHEeTO Ha Mapu IIOCTaBs Ipej
3a[bJDKEHUTE J1a TO M3IIBJIHABAT CyOEKTH 3ajayara Ja pa3paboTsT
coOCTBEHA MOJIUTHKA 32 MPEBEHIMS, KOHTPOJ U NPEJOTBPaTABaHE HA
OITUTH, CBMHHUTEITHH OIIePallii U CIIEIIKH, LEJIAIIN YKpUBaHe Ha He3a-
KOHHO PHAOOUTH UMYILECTBO U [APH, KAKTO U TEXHUTE H3TOYHHIIH.
Anpokarcko cbapyxkue ,.bpHer u SHr“(EY) u ,,AIIUC Espoma‘“
pa3paboTixa ChBMECTCH HH(POPMALMOHEH MPOAYKT - ., AML Acuc-
TeHT*, KOlTO 1a ObZe B MOMOIL HA MOJN3BALIUTE IO J]a U3ITBIHABAT
M3HCKBAaHUATA HA 3aKOHOJATENICTBOTO B 00JIACTTA HA MEPKHUTE CPELLy
M3MUPAHETO Ha mapu, 6opbara ¢ TepopusMa U NPOTUBOAECHCTBUETO
Ha KOPYMLHUATA.
OcHoBHaTa HOpMaTWBHA 0a3a, BBPXY KOSTO CE M3rpaxkaa ChIbp-
JKAQHMETO Ha MOJYJIa, BKIIIOYBA CBPONECHCKM M OBIrapcKH aKTOBE:
Jupexrusa (EC) 2015/849 (u3BectHa xaro YerBbpra JIMpekTHBa),
n3MeHeHa u nonbiaHeHa ¢ Jupekrusa (EC) 2018/843 (Ilera), 3akon
3a MEpPKUTE CPElly M3IUPAHETO HA Mapy, 3aKOH 3a MEPKHUTE CPELLy
(uHaHCHUpaHETO Ha TepOpU3Ma M 3aKOH 3a MPOTHBOACHCTBHE Ha KO-
PYyILMATA M 32 OTHEMAHE Ha HE3aKOHHO NPUJOOUTOTO UMYLLECTBO.
Wudopmarmonnara cucrema ,, AML ACUCTEHT® moxe na ce
1oJ3Ba B web u eckrorn Bepeust. Ts ocurypsisa Ha oTpeOuTes:
° odocmwvn 00 Oelicmeawyama npagna pamka B bbiarapus
u EC; yka3anusi, 00pa3suu 1 ApyrH JOKYMEHTH Ha KOMIIe-
TEHTHHUTE OBbIrapCKU HHCTHTYLIMH;

®  HACOKU, YKA3AHUA U NPAKMUKI HA MEKITYHAPOIHH Op-
TaHU3aLMH C PE3IOMeTa Ha OBIrapCKH €3HK;

®  CKCHepmHu agmMOpPCKU CHIanui, QHATIM3K U KOMEHTapH
Ha BUCOKO PO()ECHOHATHO HUBO, OCUTI'YPEHO OT CIIeIHa-
JIMCTHUTE HA ,,bpHCT 1 STHT™;

®  nakem om npumepnu 00pazyu Ha OOKyMeHmU, KOUTO
ToMarar Ha 3aJ/bJDKCHHTE JIMIA J1a U3rPAJAT COOCTBEHA
TIOJIUTHKA U KOHTPOJI 3 IOCTHI'AaHE HA ChOTBETCTBHE C 13-
HCKBaHMSATA Ha 3aKOHOAATENCTBOTO. Cpet pe/iBUICHUTE
00pa3iy Ha JOKYMEHTH ca HPUMEPHHU BBTPELIHHU MPABHU-
J1a, IPOLIEypPa 32 U3BbPILBAHE HA KOMIUIEKCHA IIPOBEPKa
Ha KJIMEHTUTE, BBIPOCHUK ,,ON03Hal CBOS KIIMSHT U JIp.
JlokyMeHTarmsTa MMa 00w XapakTep U IPH MOJI3BaHETO
il Bcekn norpeduTen TpsaOBa Ja B3eMe MPEABUJL CIICLHU-
¢duKuTe Ha CBOATA NEHHOCT, MPaBHOOPraHH3ALMOHHA,
a/IMUHUCTPATUBHA U yIIPaBJICHCKA CTPYKTYpa.

®  uHmepaxmueni (opiu, KOUTO HACOUBAT MOTPEOUTENST

KaKBU JEHHOCTH clieiBa Jia ce MpeArpHeMar B ChOTBET-
HaTa OpraHM3alyus 3a HM3IbIHCHUE HA 3aIbIDKCHUSATA
M OTYETHOCTTA. B3 OCHOBa Ha OTTOBOPHUTE, MOTyYECHU
oT ,,BBIpocHHKa 3a CaMOOLIEHKa Ha CHOTBETCTBHETO
KJIMEHTBT MOXKE Jia CTHTHE 10 00OCHOBAaH M3BOJ 3a I10-
CTUTHATATa CTENECH Ha CHOTBETCTBUE C M3UCKBAHMATA HA
3aKOHOJIATEJICTBOTO;

. 6pv3Ka ¢ mooyn 3a ,, Moenmupurayun na knuenma“
wHoenmuguranusn na knuenma® € CaMOCTOATENCH MOXYI, pas-
paboren or AITMC no nopwuka Ha ObJIrapcku OaHKH, Bb3 OCHOBA
Ha MHpOpManKs 1 (HyHKIMOHATHOCTH, ChABPKAILM CE B MPOAYKTa
~Anuc Perucrep+*. Hpopmausta B Hero ce 6a3upa BbpXy JaHHH-
Te OT MyOnuuHuTe Aekiapaimu o wi. 35, ai. 1 or 3IIKOHIIN.
Ilenta Ha Momyna € 1a mpenocTans MHGOPMALKS Al JAaICHO JIMLE
e:

®  ByjHA MOJUTHYECKA JMIHOCT [0 CMUCHIIA Ha WI. 36, al.

2 ot 3MUII,
®  jMIe, 3aEMAllO BUCIIA ITYOINYHA JUTBXKHOCT 110 CMUChIIA
Ha 4. 6, an. 1 or 3ITKOHIIH;
L] ,-CBBP3aHO JIMIE* 110 CMUCHJIA Ha WiI. 36, ai. 5 ot 3SMUIIL
C TOPHHUTE JIBE KATEropuH JMLA, KaTo MH(pOpMALMs 3a
CBBP3aHOCTTA C€ M3BIMYA OT JCKIapaluuTe Mo wi. 35,
aj. 1 or 3[IKOHIIU u ot franHuTe 3a Thpropuure B Thp-
TOBCKMS PETHCTBP.
Tponykrsr ,AML ACUCTEHT® ¢ iuHaMHYEH, C BB3MOKHOCTU
3a JIECHO U YOOHO ThpCeHe Ha HH(OPMALIHS, KOSITO € CBbP3aHa upe3
Xurep JIMHKOBe. Bpb3kara ¢ Momyna 3a uaeHTU(UKaIMs Ha KINEH-
Ta IMO3BOJISIBA Ha MOTPEOUTENS Ja TIPaBH MHIUBUIYAIHH 3asBKH 32
KOHKPETHO JIMLE, aKO UCKa J1a TIPOBEPU JAJIU TO IIONAJA B HAKOS OT
MOCOYECHUTE MO-TOPE KAaTeropuu, KakTo H J1a MOMcKa aa Obe u3Bec-
TSIBaH aBTOMATHU3MPAHO 3a IPOMEHHM B CTaTyca Ha JaJieHa rpyrna, Ha
BCHYKH CBOU KJIMEHTU MJIM KOHTPAreHTH 110 OTHOLICHHE Ha MPHHA-
JIGKHOCTTA UM KBM HSKOSI OT IOCOYCHUTE KATErOpHH JIMLA.
Iosewe wundpopmaums 3a ,,AML ACUCTEHT® moxere na
HaMepuTe Ha Wwww.apis.bg.



A DICTATOR
IN PRISON

100 years after Hitler went behind bars, democracy continues
quite often to work against itself

By BOYKO VASILEV / Photography ARCHIVE

his happened exactly a century ago.

On April 1, 1924, the specially cre-

ated People's Court of Bavaria sen-

tenced a party leader to five years
in prison.

ANY WAY YOU LOOK AT IT, Adolf Hitler had
crossed the line. In November of the previous
year, he stormed the Munich beer hall Blrger-
breukeller with 3,000 people and announced a
national revolution. The next day, the Nazis at-
tacked the Bavarian Ministry of War. But pubs
are more easily taken over than German de-
fence establishments. The "Beer Putsch" was
defeated, and the Fihrer was arrested, tried
and sent to Landsberg Prison.

The sequel is familiar and sad. The prison au-
thorities kept Hitler so loose that he enjoyed
incessant visits and a fair amount of free time,
which he used to write (more precisely, dic-
tate) "Mein Kampf" (My Struggle). On top of
everything, the Bavarian Supreme Court par-
doned him, despite the casualties and the
treason.

SO HITLER SPENT JUST A YEAR IN PRISON -
too little to get out of the game, but enough
to make him a hero. A decade after the Beer
Putsch, he already ruled Germany. He took

58 | THE INFLIGHT MAGAZINE

your complimentary copy

power not with the gun he brandishes in the
beer hall, but with free elections.

This story is often told as an example of how a
weak democracy (the Weimar Republic) can-
not stop even an operatic dictator. It punishes
him too late and too little. Draws on his eye-
brows instead of gouging out his eyes.
However, the issue is far bigger and touches
the very heart of democracy. Here are some
takeaways.

FIRST, THE COURT CANNOT SOLVE your
political problem. The most recent example
is Donald Trump, who is far from Hitler, not
a dictator, not even a putschist, although his
supporters attacked Congress on January 6,
2021. Many anti-Trumpists expected the court
to do the job they could not to finish: defeat
The Donald once and for all. The four cases
and 91 charges were to finish him off. They
actually strengthened him. The former presi-
dent even turned his arrest photo into PR.
Look at the angry face. It screams: | will fight
to the end.

If you don't have political arguments, don't
wait for them from the court. Even the fair-
est and most proven accusation cannot con-
vince die-hard fans. It will even motivate them
to rebel against the status quo. "Sometimes

you wonder how people do crazy things," one
of Trump's staunchest opponents, former FBI
chief James Comey, told me. "In theory, the
people could elect a criminal. | don't think they
would, but they could. And it shows what a di-
vide there is between the justice system and
politics in America."

In other words, the third (legislative) power is
one thing, and the second (executive) power
is another. In one, the facts play, in the other —
politics. And they are not the same, especially
in the age of fake news.

SECOND, DEMOCRACY DOESN'T HAVE
MANY WEAPONS against those who don't
play by the rules. | remember the rise of the
late populist J rg Haider in Austria in the 1990s.
He was saying unheard-of things and journal-
ism started debating what to do with him.

It turned out that there was no good option.
They ignored him: he was growing. They be-
gan to ask him critical questions: he was grow-
ing. They brought him into discussions: he was
growing. They "normalized" him: he grew again.
In each of these situations, the populist could
use the posture of a fighter against the status
quo. They ignore me, criticize me, and provoke
me because | am your man. And when they nor-
malize me, | will again behave like your man: |



will pull the tablecloth from the table, | will de-
stroy the plates, | will spoil their lunch. | will tell
them the truth to their face. Because | am the
people and they are the despised elite.

CHURCHILL IS SAID TO HAVE USED THE
PHRASE "the soft underbelly of Europe" when
he spoke of the need to land in Italy during
World War Il. And although, like many other
supposed quotes of his, this one cannot be
found either in his speeches or in his texts,
| will use the phrase "soft underbelly" to de-
scribe the vulnerability of democracy.

Solid objects and tempered steel swords easily
enter it. Look at the Sicilians in America in the
1930s, the mafia in ltaly, the left and right ter-
rorists, the Islamic fanatics. Undemocratic and
disciplined, these conspiratorial minorities abuse
everything democracy has to offer. They manipu-
late elections, take over territories and institutions,
arrange welfare, bypass rules and laws, and bring
values, principles and rights to absurdity. All oth-
ers are free, liberal and disjointed. However, they
are not. They are a fist, a blade. They even make
fun of the others. Do you still believe that in West-
ern societies, ethnic and religious characteristics
dissolve like aspirin in water? On the contrary! If
they are tight in criminal cohesion, they enter the
soft underbelly like a knife through butter.

Burgerbraukeller 8 MloHxeH: cueHa Ha
l!JC/\oBymua "nyy" Ha Xumaep, kakmo u
€guH om Hal-Cepuo3Hu meHmamu

cpeuwy Hezo. [lHec Ha moBa macmo ce
Hamupam mloHxeHckama GuAxapmoHus u
xomen Hilton

Burgerbraukellerin' Munich: scene of

Fﬁtler's infamous "p Las well as one

of the most serig S tionl attempts
agai - uses thels
Phi on Hotel™

THIRD. IN FACT, DEMOCRACY'S GREATEST
WEAKNESS is also its greatest strength. Yes,
you are free to choose. Including choosing the
evil charmer, the irresponsible populist and the
likeable scoundrel. To choose even the denier
of democracy; the one who wants to destroy
it, use it and appropriate it. The paradox of
democracy is that it also works against itself.
What can prevent such a horror scenario?
Fair justice, responsible media, profession-
al and non-corrupt security services - and
above all, a sober society. But social net-
works and global platforms are undermin-
ing all that. They incite "the people" against
the experts, destroy the traditional means of
information, destroy the notion of truth and
promote the business model of lies. | don't
want to think what the consequences might
be. If you don't like reading historical trea-
tises about the Weimar Republic, watch the
series "Babylon Berlin".

"l WILL DESTROY DEMOCRACY with the
weapons of democracy", Adolf Hitler liked to
say. Well, he didn't quite make it - and in the
end, democracy won. Will it win every time,
against every would-be dictator? That's the
hard question. Let's hope the time is not near
when they will give it to us point blank. Il
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CBETAHIA 11 CEHKIA
LIGHT AND SHADOW

Kakmo Bcaka 20guHa, u npe3 2023 xuaagu domozpadu om yaa cBam usnpawam
kagpume cu 3a yyacmue 8 npecmuwkHus konkypc Sony World Photography Awards,
cv3gageH om CBemoBHama op2aHu3auus 3a pomozpadus. Caeg kamo Bu 3ano3Haxme ¢
nobegumeaume om omkpumus koHkypc 8 npeguwHus cu 6pod, Heka Bugum u yacm om
GuHarucmume B kamezopuama 3a npoGecuoHaAucmu.

As every year, in 2023 thousands of photographers from all over the world send their shots
to participate in the prestigious Sony World Photography Awards, created by the World
Photography Organisation. After introducing you to the winners of the open competition in
our previous issue, let's also see some of the finalists in the professional category.

All'images courtesy of Sony World Photography Awards.

WN3uesBawa npepus. Cmap 3vpHeH koHBeuep ¢ nmuuu 2He3ga. Om Mapk Koyaba, Kanaga
Fading Prairie. An old grain elevator with birds nesting in it. By Marc Koegel, Canada

NazepeH 2pag kpau TexepaH. Om Acep MoxameHn XaHu, VpaH
Tehran Campus Town. By Yaser Mohamad Khani, Iran

MopBama koaa. Mopeguua om Aganu Lllea, CALL
The First Car. Series by Adali Schell, United States

Kanagcka 6opba 8 baBapus. Om AHzeauka Akob, lepmaHus
Finger Wrestling in Bavaria. By Angelika Jakob, Germany
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Cywa. ConapHu naHeau B nycmunsma. Om XaBuep ApceHusc, VicnaHus
Drought. Solar panels in the desert. By Javier Arcenillas, Spain

3acaoHbm MoHme Posa, om Aabpexm Qoc, lepmaHus
Monte Rosa Hut. By Albrecht Voss, Germany

61



XuauwHa cezpaga 8 Kyana Aymnyp. Om Huk Hz, Manausus |I
|

Blue Boy Series. Residential building in Kuala Lumpur. By Nick Ng, Malaysia |
L L
Imrm -

Manacmupom CeHm-Mapu gbo Aa Typem. Mopeguua
om [koysed XopmovH, BeaukobpumaHus

Couvent Sainte Marie de la Tourette. Series by
Joseph Horton, United Kingdom

pB =

Arv ed Kinado
larvey, United Kingdom
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HemunuueH kumaucku neusax. Om Qo+ Au, Kumau
An Atypical Chinese Landscape. By Fan Li, China

Eckanamop. CuHxpoHHo nayBaHe. Om [dkeumc Pokon, CALL
Elevator Up. Synchronised swimmers. By James Rokop, United States
e -

Buxpywku no 3aae3. Om KampuH Kynop, Beaukobpumarus
Sunset Swirls. By Kathryn Cooper, UK




MokAoHeH Aﬁﬁ_aka B Mepy. Om EpHecmo benaBugec, Mepy
Ayabaca pi magq:i_n_Peru. By Ernesto Benavides, Peru

Cop¢ 8 Oakap. Mopeguua om
Toma3zo MapguHu, Umaaus
Surf in Dakar. Series by
Tommaso Pardini, Italy

F Ll
Cyxa peka. Om Ekpem Lllaxun, Typuus Momuve Bopxy cmap peaepBoap, XKapba,
Dry Forest. By Ekrem Sahin, Turkey AnbaHus. Om Moxac Kako, lrepmaHus

A girl on an old oil tank, Zharrez, Albania.
By Jonas Kako, Germany
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Ako ouume moXexa ga 20Bopsm, kakBo wsxa ga kakam?
If Eyes Could Speak, What Would They Sa
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MOIAT A KUTOBETE A
HIA CMACAT OT PAKA?

CAN WHALES SAVE US FROM CANCER?

Bonpeku Bcuukume cu ycuaus, xumuuume u 6uo-
AO3UMe go MOMEHMA He ca yCneAu ga Hu gagam
Hage>kgHo cpegecmBo cpewly paka. Ho moxke 6u
npupogama we UM ygapu egHo pamo - UAU NO-
ckopo egHa nepka. Cnopeg yueHu, uscaegBawu
2peHnaHgckume kumoBe (Balaena mysticetus),
2u2aHmckume naaBawu 6o3altHuUUU npumeska-
Bam yguBumenHa cynepcuna: mexHume kaemku
ca B cocmosHue ga "pemoHmupam" noBpegeHa
IHK. Ako pa3zagaem MexaHu3ma Ha moBa uygo,
pakoBume 3abonsBaHus Moxke ga ocmaHam B8
ucmopusma.

'peHnaHgckume kumoBe omgaBHa ca 3azagka 3a
Mopckume Buonoau. Teau yguBumenHu >kuBomHu
gocmuzam go 18 mempa gonkuHa u B 3psnama
cu Bbapacm me>kam go 80 moHa - koakomo
wecm nbAHU aBmobyca. Ho Hal-BneuamasBa-
wama e npogbrkumeaHocmma Ha >kuBoma um,
kosimo uecmo HagxBovpas 200 2oguHu.

TonkoBa 2onemu opzaHuU3Mu cbgbp>kam o2po-
MeH Bpou knemku, u cbomBemHo puckbm om
Mymauuu u nosiBa Ha pak npu geaeHemo um 6u
mpsbBano ga e ocobeHo Bucok. Ho Bmecmo
moBa no HskakBa npuyuHa 2peHaaHgckume
kumoBe ca HanbAHO Heys3Bumu 3a pakoBu
3abonaBaHus. Cnopeg yueHu om YHUBepcumema
Pouecmup 8 CALLL, moBa Moxke 6u ce gbaku Ha
HeobukHoBeHama cnocobHocm Ha kaekkume um
ga Bv3cmaHoBsB8am noBpegeHama cmpykmypa
Ha OHK. Ekunbm gopu e ugeHmuduuupan gBa
npomeuHa, CIRBP u RPA2, koumo yuacmBam

8 mo3u npouec. Ho menvpBa mexaHu3MbmM we
mps6Ba ga 6bge npoyuBaH, 3a ga ce Bugu moke
AU ga ce npuAoXku U Npu xopama.
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Despite their best efforts, chemists and
biologists have so far failed to give us a
reliable cure for cancer. But maybe nature
will give them a shoulder - or rather a fin.

According to scientists studying bowhead
whales (Balaena mysticetus), giant marine
mammals have an amazing superpower:
their cells are able to "repair" damaged
DNA. If we unravel the mechanism of this
miracle, cancers may become history.
Bowhead whales have long been a mys-
tery to marine biologists. These amazing
animals reach up to 18 meters in length
and in adulthood weigh up to 80 tons -
as much as six full buses. But the most
impressive is their life span, which often
exceeds 200 years.

Organisms this large contain a huge num-
ber of cells, and accordingly, the risk of
mutations and the appearance of cancer
when they divide should be particularly
high. But instead, for some reason bow-
head whales are completely invulnerable
to cancer. According to scientists from the
University of Rochester in the US, this may
be due to the extraordinary ability of their
squats to restore the damaged structure
of DNA. The team has even identified

two proteins, CIRBP and RPA2, that are
involved in this process. However, the
mechanism will still need to be studied to
see if it can be applied to humans. B

MA3ETE CE OT
NPNbOA

BEWARE OF THE
OCEAN SPRAY

Msacmomo, kbgemo BbAHUME ce pa3buBam B
bpeea, BuHazu HU e npumamBano ¢ ocobeHus
cu vap. Ho 8 Hawu gHu ¢puHume npbcku kpu-
M u onacHocmu, npegynpexkgaBam yueHu
om Cmokxoamckus yHuBepcumem. 3apagu
3ambpcsBaHemo Ha okeaHume, B npubos
gHec uma no-Bucoku koHueHmMpauuu Ha onac-
Hume MQPAC, omkoAkomo npu Hal-Cepuo3HuU-
me NPOMUWAEHU 3aMmbpcumenu. Tam, kegemo
BvoAHUME ce pa3buBam, Bb3agyxom cbgbpka
cmomuuu Xuasgu nemu noBeue om mesu
cveguHeHus, omkoakomo uma B8 okeaHckama
Boga. MPAC e covkpauweHue, ob6xBawawo
Hag 15,000 pa3auyHU cbeguHeHusi (nepobay-
opankuAHU u noAaudpAayopankuaHu) - maka
HapeueHume "BeyHu xumukaau", uanoasBaHu
3a nocmuzaHe Ha Bogo- u monAaoycmouyu-
Bocm npu Hal-pa3auuHu npogykmu. Hakoza
ca CMsmaHu 3a UHepMHU, HO gHEeC 3HaeMm, ue
npegu3BukBam pak u umnomeHmHocm.

The place where the waves crash on the
shore has always lured us with its special
charm. But these days, fine sprays also
hide dangers, warn scientists from Stock-
holm University. Because of the pollution
of the oceans, there are higher concentra-
tions of dangerous PFAS in the surf today
than the most serious industrial pollutants.
Where the waves break, the air contains
hundreds of thousands of times more of
these compounds than there is in ocean
water. PFAS is an acronym covering over
15,000 different compounds (perfluoro-
alkyl and polyfluoroalkyl) - the so-called
"eternal chemicals" used to achieve water
and heat resistance in a wide variety of
products. They were once thought to be
inert, but today we know they cause can-
cer and impotence. Bl
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S gty HoBeH cmpec? Wau Bu e nucHano om 7-gHeBHama ouakBam ekezogHomo kamacmpodanHo pasauBaHe Ha Hun -
* - cegmuua? He ‘e 6oaka 3a ymupaHe: AecHO Moxkeme

ga ce BopHeme obpamHo B8 2016 2oguHa. Mau ga npe-
mMuHeme kom nemgHeBHa, mpugHeBHa u gaxke egHogHeBHa

y cegMmuua. TpsbBa camo ga cmeHume gopkaBama, B8 kosmo .

>kuBeeme.

Mozam ga ce Hanuwam pomaHu 3a omuasHuUme onumu Ha
yoBeuecmBomo ga usmucAau kaneHgap, koumo ga cvBnaga
mouHo ¢ peanHocmume B CAbHUeBama cucmema. E, Beposm-
HO HfMa ga ca 0CobeHO UHMEePeCcHU poMaHu, 3awomo cmaba
gyma ocHoBHo 3a Mamemamuka, Ho Bce ‘nak ucmopusima Ha
kaneHgapume Hu e uanbAHeHa ¢ kypuo3Hu, abcypgHu u, kamo
usino, cAabo no3Hamu cbbumusi.

HY>XOATA OT CUT'YPEH METO 3A OTYUTAHE Ha gHume
u ce3oHuUme ce nosBsBa owe cbc 3emegenckama peBoalo-
uus u npeBpowaHemo Ha HakozawHume AoBuu u cvbupauu 8
ycegHaAu ceAcku cmonaHu. 3a msx e >kuzHeHoBaxkHo ga 3Ha-
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kakoBmo e cayuasm ¢ gpeBHume e2unmsHu. lpegu noBeve
“om 6 xuasgonemus 8 E2unem e usmucaeH nbpBusim kaneHgap,
koumo pasgens 2oguHama (moecm Bpememo, 3a koemo 3e-
MAma, npaBu nbaHa o6ukoaka okoao CabHUemo, Makap eaun-
msaHUMe ga ca, HAMaAu U Hau-CMbmHa uges 3a moBa) Ha 12
meceua no 30 gHu, u nem cliqﬁognu gHu B kpas Ha 2oguHama.
B Meconomamus paspabomBam Hakoako aamepHamuBHu ka-
AeHgapa, 0CHOBaHU Ha AyHHUSI UUKbA U pasgeAsuiuE 2oguHama
Ha Meceuu om no 28 gHu. ' ;

Mpobrembm e, ye u gBama Memoga umMam Hegocmambuu.
AyHHUsSM kaneHgap npegAaaza moyHO U AeCHO ombposiBaHe Ha
gHUME U cegMuuume, Ho He U Ha 3aBucewume om CAbHUEMO
ce30Hu, kalouoBu 3a 3emege/\uume.' MpobaemMbm Ha CAbHYe-
Bus kaneHgap e, ye acmpoHoMuyeckama 20guHa He npogbA-
»aBa usA bpou gHU: ms He e 365 gHu, kakmo ca Hu yyuau B
gemckama gpaguHa, a 365.2424. BeposmHo me3u 0.24 gHu
He Bu 3Byuam MHO20 cbwecmBeHo - HO C 20guHume me ce b
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» HampynBam u nocmeneHHo uamecmBam ueAus
kaneHgap. Hauanomo Ha nponemma, Bmecmo
npe3 mapm, nocmeneHHo 3ano4Ba ga BvbpBu kom
$eBpyapu, nocae sHyapu u maka Hamambk, go-
kamo BegHbk Ha 1460 2oguHuU ueAusim kaneHgap
ce "npeBopmu". EcmecmBeHo, moBa He Bopwu
paboma Humo B 3emegeAuemo, HUMO 3a onpege-
ASHE Ha gamume Ha npasHuuume.

B CPEOATA HA | BEK NMPEOW XPUCTA anek-
caHgpuuckusm acmpoHom u mamemamuk Cosu-
2€H U3MUCAS peweHue: mol 3akpbaAs 2oguHama
Ha 365 gHu u uemBobpm (wecm vaca). Creg moBa
A pa3gens Ha nosHamume Hu 12 meceua, a us-
AUWHUMEe 6 uyaca Ha Bceku yemupu 20guHU ce
cvbupam u 0bpasyBam eguH goNbAHUMEAEH geH
(cezawHusim 29 ¢eBpyapu). lOauu Liezap BoBexk-
ga mo3u kaneHgap, noAyyuA HezoBomo ume, u
B cnegBawume nemHatucem cmonemus EBpona
pasyuma u3usiAo Ha Hezo.

Ho loAuaHckusm kaneHgap cbwio He e ugeanHo
movueH: "3akpvaasHemo" Ha Co3uzeH BcbuwHocm
20 npaBu no-gbAbe om peaaHama acmpoHoMuye-
cka 2oguHa ¢ 11 MuHymu u 14 cekyHgu. Ha npuB8
noaaeg HUWO paboma - HO C MeyeHue Ha 2ogu-
Hume me3u MuHymu ce npeBpbwam B uacoBe,
gHU, cegmuuu. Yak kom kpas Ha XVI Bek uma-
AuaHckusm mamemamuk Ayugrku Auauo usmucas
kak ga onpaBu Hewama: kamo HamaAu 6pos Ha
BucokocHume 2oguHu - He 100 3a Bceku uemu-
pu cmoaemusi, a camo 97. lMpuemo e 2oguHUMe,
3aBvpwBawu Ha gBe Hyau, ga ca BucokocHu
camo kozamo ce geasm Ha 400: npumepHo 1600,
2000, 2400. OcmaHanume, kamo 1800 uau 2100
20guHa, He ca BucokocHu. Mana Mpuzopuu Xlll Bo-
Be>kga mo3u kaneHgap, ocmaHaa 8 ucmopusima ¢
Hez2oBomo ume, npe3 1582. 3a ga ce 3aAuuu Ha-
mpynaHomo u3ocmaBaHe om enoxama Ha Cosu-
2eH, ca 3agpackaHu 10 gHu om kaneHgapa: caeg
4 okmomBpu 1582 HacmbnBa 15 okmomBpu.

ECTECTBEHO, HE BCUYKU U3FAPAT OT OXO-
TA ga npuemam Hewo, HaAna2aHO om kamoauue-
ckus nana. NMpomecmarmcka AHzAus u koAoHUU-
me U BoBexkgam 2pezopuaHckus kanengap 170
20guHU no-kvcHo, Kumau - 330 2oguHu no-kbcHo.
B BbAzapus onumume 3a kaneHgapHa pedopma
gbA2U 20gUHU ce cbabckBam ¢ ocmpama cbnpo-
muBa Ha pyckomo Aobu. Ho npes 1916, kozamo
gBeme gopkaBu ca BvB BouHa u pycku kopabu
obcmpenBam BapHeHckomo npucmaHuwe, Mo-
MeHmbm ce okas3Ba nogxogsaw. Ha 31 mapm 1916
Boazapus cmaBa nopBama om npaBocaaBHume
cmpaHu, npuena 2pezopuaHckus kaneHgap. lMop-
uus e nocnegHama, npe3 1925. Ho Boazapckama
npaBocnaBHa uvpkBa ynopumo omkasBa ga 2o
cmopu u npogbakaBa ga usuucasBa npasHuuume
no loauaHckus - gopu moBa ga 3Hauu, ye HoBa
20guHa ce naga 8 cpegama Ha koAegHume noc-
mu, a camama Konega e Ha 7 sHyapu. Yak npe3
1968 nampuapwusima omcmbnBa. Tesu B Pycus
u Copbus owe He ca 20 CMOPUAU.

Ho u loAuanckusm, u 2pezopuaHckusm kaneHgap
ca camo gpebHu Bapuauuu Ha egHa u cbwa cuc-
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mema 3a ommepBaHe Ha gHUmMe u 2oguHume. Yo-
BeuecmBomo e U3MUCAUAO CMomMuUUU gpyau ma-
kuBa cucmemu - Hakou abcypgHo cAOKHU, gpyau
- npuBugHo npocmu u npakmuuHu. Hakou om msx
ca B cuna gopu u gHec.

CbBETCKUAT "BEYEH KAAEHOAP". Llapcka
Pycus ynopumo ce cbnpomuBasBa Ha 2pezopu-
aHckus kaneHgap, Ho npe3 1918 AeHuH Hal-no-
CAe 20 Hanaea Ha HoBocv3gageHama 'cmpaHa
Ha cbBemume" (makap moBa ga o3HauaBa, ue
20guwHuHume om Beaukama okmomBputcka
peBonlouus ce nagam Ha 7 HoemBpu). Ho moBa
He e gocmambuHo 3a 6oAweBukume: me uckam
u3usno ga ckbcam ¢ mpaguuuoHHus kaneHgap
u cvc cBop3BaHume ¢ ubpkBama nouuBHU gHu.
Taka npe3 1929 ce nosBaBa CvBemckusm peBo-
AlouuoHeH (HapuuaH cowo u "BeueH") kaneHgap.
Tol 3ana3Ba gHume u Meceuume, HO U3USAO Npe-
MaxBa mpaguuuoHHama cegmuua, 3ameHsuku s ¢
nemgHeBHa u nocne ¢ wecmgHeBHa. EguH meceu,
Beue uma wecm makuBa HoBu cegmuuu. AHume
Beue He ce kasBam noHegenHuk, BmopHuk u m.
H., @ "nbpBu geH", "8mopu geH"... Hegeasma kamo

yHuBepcaneH nouuBeH geH e npemaxHama. Bmec-
mo moBa Bcuuku 2padkgaHu ca pasnpegeneHu
no uBemoBe - >kbAm, po30B, 3eneH, BuonemoB u
uepBeH, kamo Bcska uBemoBa 2pyna nouuBa 8
pasAuYeH geH om cegMuuama.

Ho ouakBaHusm ckok 8 npousBogumeaHocmma
He ce cayuBa, obvpkBaHusma ca 02pOMHU, U
3amoBa npe3 1931 e BopHam obwusam noyuBeH
geH 3a Bcuku, a npe3 1940 CCCP ce Bpbwa kom
mpaguuuoHHus kaaeHgap.

ETNOMWA CPELLY LEEANA CBAT. Ako no Hs-
kakBa cayuatuHocm ympe ce o308eme B Aguc
Abeba, mpabBa ga cme ocobeHo BHUMameAHu:
He camo 3awomo B Emuonus 8 momeHma e 2016
20guHa, HO U 3awomo yacoBeme om geHOHOWU-
emo u3zaexkgam no cbBcem gpye HauuH u ako
nokaHume Hskozo Ha kage "8 geBem uaca", Bo-
npocHusim Hakou BcowHocm we Bu vaka 8 mpu
cAegobeg.

Emuonus e eguHcmBeHama adpukaHcka cmpa-
Ha, kosmo Hukoza He e buna koAoHuaAusupaHa,
u moBa obscHsaBa 3awo Bmecmo HanazaHus om
MucuoHepume 2pezopuaHcku kaaeHgap mam Bce
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owe ce u3noA3Ba cobecmBeH, Bapuauus Ha konm-
ckus. Emuonckusm kaneHgap uma 12 meceua, HO
Bcuuku me npogbrkaBam mounHo no 30 gHu. Oc-
maBawume 5 uAu 6 gHU obpa3yBam mpuHauce-
mus "cneuuaneH" meceu,. OcBeH moBa 2oguHama
3anoyBa He Ha 1 sHyapu, a Ha 11 uau 12 cen-
memMBpu. [leHoHowuemo nbk e pazgeneHo Ha gBa
uHmepBana om no 12 uaca - om usepeB go 3anes.
CvomBemHo emuonckusim 1:00 yaca omzoBaps
Ha 7:00 cympuHma no cmaHgapmHomo u3mou-
Hoa¢pukaHcko Bpeme. Mocae B wecm caegobeg
3ano4Ba Bmopusm uukoa om Hyaa go 12.
Bnpouem u emuonuume, kakmo u ocmaraaume
XpucmusiHu, ombposiBam 2oguHUmMe cu om poXk-
geHuemo Ha Xpucmoc. Ho npe3 VI Bek eBponeu-
ckomo xpucmusiHcmBo npuema egHa kopekuus
Ha npegnonazaemMama 20guHa Ha moBa cbbu-
mue, gokamo emuonckama uvpkBa He npaBu
makaBa kopekuus. Ommam ugBam cegemme 20-
guHu pa3auka 8 gamume. Bnpouem MHo3uHcmBo-
MO y4yeHu gHec cMsmam, ye Xpucmoc e pogeH
Hau-BeposmHo mexkgy 6 u 4 2oguHa npegu Xpu-
cma. Toecm gHec 6u mpsa6Bano ga cme 2030, a
He 2024 2oguHa.
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KAAEHOAPBLT HA ®PEHCKATA PEBOAIOLIUA.
MpocbwecmByBan camo 12 20guHU U Ha HskoA-
ko nbmu npomeHsA HavaaHama cu gama, mosu
kaneHgap wewe ga e camo beaedkka nog AUHUS
B8 ucmopuueckume cnpaBouHuuu - cmuza ga He
Gewe cBobp3aaH ¢ egHO oM Hau-2paHguO3HUME Cb-
6umus om eBponeuckama ucmopus.
Operckusm peBonalouuoHeH kaneHgap (calendrier
revolutionnaire frangais) e cb3gageH npe3 1792.
MbopBoHauaAHO ugesma e ga ombposBa 2ogu-
Hume om "Epama Ha cBobogama" - moecm om
nagaHemo Ha Bacmuausma Ha 14 loau 1789. Ho
nocae 3a "2oguHa nbpBa" e 0bsBeHo npoBb3zaa-
caBaremo Ha QDpeHckama penybauka Ha 21 cen-
memBpu 1792. HoBusm kaneHgap Bausa B cuna
npe3 1793 u ouensBa go 1 aHyapu 1806, koezamo
e ommeHeH om HanoaeoH. 3a Hskoako gHu e Bb3-
pogeH om yuyacmHuuume B8 Mapwkkama komyHa
npes 1871.

PeBoalouuoHHUAM, uau penybaukaHcku kaneHgap
npemaxBa u3usno 2pezopuaHckume cegmuuu u
meceuu. foguHama e pasgeneHa Ha 12 meceua
no 30 gHu, a Bceku meceu, ce cbcmou om mpu
gecemgHeBku, kamo gecemusm geH om Bcs-

ka e nouuBeH 3a Bcuuku. Beanempucmvm Qabp
g'EenaHmuH uaMucAs umeHama um caeg KoHcya-
mauus C... 2paguHap: umeHa kamo >kepmuHan,
mepMugop, BeHgemuep, Gplomep, HuBoas. Ho
npeBpambm Ha 18-u bplomep 1799 (9 HoemBpu),
koumo gaBa BAacmma Ha HanoaeoH kamo nvpBu
koHcyA, e Hauanomo Ha kpas He camo 3a peny-
6Aukama, HO U 3a HelHus kaneHgap.

CAbHYEBATA XUAXKPA. Mog moBa noemuuHo
umMe e nonyasipeH nepcuuckusm, uAu upaHcku-
am kaneHgap, koumo ce u3noasBa oduuuanHo u
gHec B VpaH u ApzaHucmaH. Tou e Cowo U eguH
om Hau-moyHume, noHexe, 3a pasauka om no-
Beuemo gpyau, ce ocHoBaBa He Ha gonyckaHus
u 3akpbaasBaHus, a Ha moYHU acmpoHomuvecku
HabalogeHus. BbBegeH e npe3 1925 om guHac-
musma MaxaaBu u, nogobHo Ha gpysume Mio-
cloamancku aAemobpoeHus, 3anouBa om Xugxkpa
- npemecmBaHemo Ha Moxameg u nocaregoBame-
aume my om Meka B8 MeguHa npe3 622 2oguHa.
M3usno basupaH Ha CAbHUEMO, a He Ha AyHama,
upaHckusm kaneHgap cmsma 3a Hauano Ha 20-
guHama noAyHOW, Ha npoAemHomo paBHogeH-
cmBue. Mma 12 meceua, kamo nbpBume wecm
om msax umam no 31 gHu, cregBawume nem
umam no 30, a nocaegHusim e 29 uau 30 (BbB Bu-
cokocHume 20guHu).

Bnpouem npe3 1976 nocaegHusm upaHcku wax
Moxameg Pesa MMaxaaBu npokapa pedopma, c
kosmo AemobpoeHemo 3anouBawie He om Xu-
gkpama, a om Bv3uapsBaHemo Ha gpeBHonep-
cutickus Bragemen Kup Beauku - u maka 1976
2oguHa be BcowHocm 2535. Ho caeg peAuguos-
Hama peBoalouus npe3 1979 asmonacume Bb3-
cmaHoBuxa cmapume nopsagku, maka uve Ha 20
mMapm masu 2oguHa 8 WpaH u AdezaHucmaH Ha-
cmonu HoBama 1403 2oguHa.

KOLUMAPBLT OT BAAWN. Ha uHgoHe3uuckus oc-
mpoB Banu ce u3anoa3Bam gBa pasauuHu kaneH-
gapa, Ho 6e3 CbMHeHue no-uHmpuzyBauw, (u y>ka-
caBaw, 3a HeBuHHUMe nocemumenu) e laykoH.
Mpu Hezo 2oguHama npogbakaBa camo 210 gHu
- cbBcem pasbupaemo 3a MACmMO 6e3 uspaseHu
yemupu ce3oHa, 8 koemo 2aaBHomo cvbbumue e
opusoBama pekoama. OHoBa, koemo He e Hop-
ManHO, € pasnpegeneHuemo Ha cegmuuume. B
kaneHgapa MaykoH uma egHogHeBHU, gBygHeBHuU,
mpugHeBHu... u maka uak go gecemgHeBHuU ceg-
Muuu. Koumo Ha Bcuukomo omeope ce 3acmon-
Bam. MopBusim geH om HoBama 2oguHa e nbpBu u
3a Bcuukume pasauuHu cegmuuu. 11-usm geH om
2oguHama e nbpBusm geH om Bmopama gecem-
gHeBHa cegmuua, Ho B cvbwomo Bpeme e Bmo-
pusm geH om 9-gHeBHama cegmuua, mpemusim
om 8-gHeBHama u m. H.. Ha Bcuukomo omzope,
noHexke 210 He ce geAu Ha 4, 8 uau 9, B Hakou om
cegmuuume gHume ce noBmapsm. MaykoH ce us-
nonsBa u gHec 3a onpegeAsHemo Ha gamume Ha
Hakou npa3Huuu. Ho 3a wacmue Ha mypucmume
He um ce Hanaza ga 20 pasy4aBam. Hl




THE CURSE

OF THE

CALENDAR

From the Soviet "perpetual calendar" to the Ethiopian strange
New Year: our attempts to bring order to days, months and
years have produced some truly strange systems

By KONSTANTIN TOMOV / Photography iSTOCK

re the years since 2020 causing you

extraordinary stress? Or are you sick of

the 7-day week? It's no pain to die: you

an easily go back to 2016. Or switch to

a five-day, three-day, or even one-day week. You

only need to change the country in which you live.

Novels could be written about humanity's des-

perate attempts to invent a calendar that exactly

matches the realities of the Solar system. Well,

they probably won't be particularly interesting nov-

els, because it's mainly about mathematics, but

still, the history of our calendars is full of curious,
absurd and, in general, little-known events.

THE NEED FOR A RELIABLE METHOD of count-
ing days and seasons appeared as early as the
agricultural revolution and the transformation of
former hunters and gatherers into settled farmers.
It was vital for them to know in which season to
sow, in which to reap, and when to expect the an-
nual catastrophic flooding of the Nile - as was the
case with the ancient Egyptians. More than 6 mil-
lennia ago, in Egypt was invented the first known
calendar which divided the year (that is, the time
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it takes the Earth to make a complete revolution
around the Sun, although the Egyptians did not
have the faintest idea about this) into 12 months
of 30 days, with five free days at the end of the
year in addition. In Mesopotamia, several alterna-
tive calendars were developed, based on the lunar
cycle and dividing the year into months of 28 days
each.

The problem is that both methods have draw-
backs. The lunar calendar offers accurate and
easy counting of days and weeks, but not of the
Sun-dependent seasons crucial to farmers. The
problem with the solar calendar is that the as-
tronomical year does not last a whole number of
days: it is not 365 days, as we were taught in kin-
dergarten, but 365.2424. Perhaps these 0.24 days
do not sound very significant to you - but over the
years they accumulate and gradually shift the en-
tire calendar. The beginning of spring, instead of
March, gradually begins to move towards Febru-
ary, then January and so on, until once every 1460
years the entire calendar "flips". Naturally, this
does not work either in agriculture or for determin-
ing the dates of holidays.

y

™

4

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 1ST CENTURY BC, the
Alexandrian astronomer and mathematician Sosi-
genes came up with a solution: he rounded the
year to 365 days and a quarter (six hours). He
then divided it into the familiar 12 months, and sug-
gested that the extra 6 hours every four years add
up to form one extra day (the current February
29). Julius Caesar introduced this calendar, which
received his name, and for the next fifteen centu-
ries, Europe relied entirely on it.

But the Julian calendar isn't perfectly accurate
either: Sozigen's "rounding" actually makes it 11
minutes and 14 seconds longer than the actual as-
tronomical year. At first glance, it's a tiny amount
of time - but over the years, these minutes turn into
hours, days, weeks. It wasn't until the end of the
16th century that the Iltalian mathematician Luigi
Lilio figured out how to fix things: by reducing the
number of leap years - not 100 for every four cen-
turies, but only 97. It is accepted that years ending
in two zeros are leap years only when they are
divided at 400: for example 1600, 2000, 2400. The
rest, such as 1800 or 2100, are not leap years.
Pope Gregory Xlll introduced this calendar, which



has gone down in history with his name, in 1582.
To erase the accumulated backlog from the era of
Sosigenes, 10 days were crossed out of the cal-
endar: after October 4, 1582, October 15 occured.

OF COURSE, NOT EVERYONE WAS WILLING
to accept something imposed by the Catholic
Pope. Protestant England and its colonies intro-
duced the Gregorian calendar 170 years later,
and China - 330 years later. In Bulgaria, attempts
to reform the calendar have been facing strong
opposition from the Russian lobby for many
years. But in 1916, when the two countries were
at war and Russian ships bombarded the Varna
port, the moment was right. On March 31, 1916,
Bulgaria became the first of the Orthodox coun-
tries to adopt the Gregorian calendar. Greece
was the last, in 1925. But the Bulgarian Orthodox
Church stubbornly refused to do so and contin-
ued to calculate the holidays according to the
Julian calendar - even if this meant that the New
Year falls in the middle of the Christmas fasts,
and Christmas itself is on January 7. It wasn't un-
til 1968 that the patriarchy gave way. Those in

On March 31, 1916,
Bulgaria became the
first of the Orthodox
countries to adopt the
Gregorian calendar.
Greece was the

last, in 1925. But the
Bulgarian Orthodox
Church stubbornly
refused to do so

and continued to
calculate the holidays
according to the
Julian calendar

Russia and Serbia have not yet done so.

But both the Julian and Gregorian calendars
are just minor variations on the same system of
counting days and years. Humanity has invented
hundreds of other such systems - some absurdly
complex, others seemingly simple and practical.
Some of them are still valid today.

THE SOVIET "PERPETUAL CALENDAR". Czarist
Russia stubbornly resisted the Gregorian calendar,
but in 1918 Lenin finally imposed it on the newly
created "Country of the Soviets" (although this
meant that the anniversaries of the Great October
Revolution fell on November 7). But this was not
enough for the Bolsheviks: they wanted to com-
pletely break with the traditional calendar and with
the church-associated holidays. Thus, in 1929,
the Soviet revolutionary (also called "perpetual")
calendar appeared. It kept the days and months,
but did away with the traditional week entirely, re-
placing it with a five-day and then a six-day week.
A month now had six such new weeks. The days
were no longer called Monday, Tuesday, etc.,
but "first day", "second day" etc... Sunday as a »

Arpil 2024
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> universal day of rest has been abolished. In-
stead, all citizens are divided by colour - yellow,
pink, green, violet and red, with each colour group
resting on a different day of the week.

But the expected jump in productivity did not hap-
pen, the confusion was huge, and therefore in
1931 the general day off for everyone was re-
turned, and in 1940 the USSR returned to the tra-
ditional calendar.

ETHIOPIA AGAINST THE WHOLE WORLD. If
by any chance you find yourself in Addis Ababa
tomorrow, you should be especially careful: not
only because it is 2016 in Ethiopia right now, but
also because the hours of the day look com-
pletely different and if you invite someone to
coffee "at nine o'clock", the someone in ques-
tion will actually be waiting for you at three in
the afternoon.

Ethiopia is the only African country that has
never been colonized, which explains why it still
uses its own variation of the Coptic instead of
the missionary-imposed Gregorian calendar. The
Ethiopian calendar has 12 months, but they all
last exactly 30 days. The remaining 5 or 6 days
form the thirteenth "special" month. In addition,
the year does not begin on January 1, but on
September 11 or 12. Day and night is divided into
two intervals of 12 hours each - from sunrise to
sunset. Accordingly, Ethiopian 1:00 a.m. corre-
sponds to 7:00 a.m. East African Standard Time.
Then at six in the afternoon, the second cycle
starts from zero to 12.

The Ethiopians, as well as other Christians, count
their years from the birth of Christ. But in the 6th
century, European Christianity accepted one cor-
rection of the supposed year of this event, while
the Ethiopian Church made no such correction.
Hence the seven-year difference in dates. In fact,
the majority of scientists today believe that Christ
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was born most likely between 6 and 4 years be-
fore Christ. That is, today it should be 2030, not
2024.

THE FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY CALENDAR.
Lasting only 12 years and changing its starting
date several times, this calendar would have been
nothing more than a footnote in history books -
had it not been connected to one of the most
spectacular events in European history.

The French revolutionary calendar (calendrier rev-
olutionnaire frangais) was created in 1792. Initially,
the idea was to count the years from the "Era of
Freedom" - that is, from the fall of the Bastille on
July 14, 1789. But then the "year one" was de-
clared to be the proclamation of the French Re-
public on September 21, 1792. The new calendar
came into effect in 1793 and survived until Janu-
ary 1, 1806, when it was abolished by Napoleon.
It was revived for a few days by the participants in
the Paris Commune in 1871.

The revolutionary or republican calendar does
away with Gregorian weeks and months entirely.
The year is divided into 12 months of 30 days
each, and each month consists of three ten-day
weeks, with the tenth day of each being a day off
for everyone. The writer Fabre d'Eglantin came
up with the month's names in consultation with...
a gardener: names like Germinal, Thermidor,
Vendemiaire, Brumiare, Nivose. But the coup of
18 Brumaire 1799 (November 9), which gave Na-
poleon power as First Consul, was the beginning
of the end not only for the republic but also for its
calendar.

THE SOLAR HIJRA. The Persian calendar is
popular under this poetic name, and it is still offi-
cially used today in Iran and Afghanistan. It is also
one of the most accurate because, unlike most
others, it is based not on assumptions and round-

ings, but on accurate astronomical observations.
It was introduced in 1925 by the Pahlavi dynasty
and, like other Muslim calendars, begins with the
Hijra - the move of Muhammad and his followers
from Mecca to Medina in 622.

Based entirely on the sun rather than the moon,
the Iranian calendar considers the start of the year
at midnight on the vernal equinox. There are 12
months, with the first six having 31 days each, the
next five having 30 each, and the last being 29 or
30 (in leap years).

After all, in 1976, the last Iranian shah, Moham-
mad Reza Pahlavi, introduced a reform, with which
the calendar began not from the hijra, but from the
reign of the ancient Persian ruler Cyrus the Great
- and so the year 1976 was actually 2535. But af-
ter the religious revolution in 1979, the ayatollahs
restored the old order, so on March 20 this year,
the new year 1403 began in Iran and Afghanistan.

THE NIGHTMARE OF BALI. Two different calen-
dars are used on the Indonesian island of Bali, but
arguably the more intriguing (and terrifying to in-
nocent visitors) is the Pawukon. Its' year lasts only
210 days - quite understandable for a place with-
out distinct four seasons, in which the main event
is the rice harvest. What is not normal is the dis-
tribution of weeks. In the Pawukon calendar, there
are one-day, two-day, three-day weeks... and so
on up to ten-day weeks. Which, on top of all that,
overlap with each other. The first day of the new
year is also the first of all the different weeks. The
11th day of the year is the first day of the second
ten-day week, but it is also the second day of the
9-day week, the third of the 8-day week, etc. On
top of that, because 210 is not divisible by 4, 8 or
9, in some of the weeks the days are repeated.
Pawukon is still used today to determine the dates
of some holidays. But luckily, tourists don't have
to explore it. l
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SALLLO0 BEAMKOEH E PASAIMYEH?

Bovazapckume u 2pbukume npaBocaaBHu
npa3HyBam Koaega Ha cbwama gama, Ha
kosimo u kamoaAuuume u npomecmaHmume.
3awo mozaBa BeaukgeH e pasauueH 3a
gBeme gpynu? ObacHeHuemo e B maka Ha-
peueHama lacxaaus — memogom, no koumo
pasauyHume ubpkBu usyucasBam gamama
Ha lMacxa, uau BeaukgeH.

TpabBa ga ymouHum, ue cbwecmByBam
gBe Nacxu. lOgeuckama uecmBa geHs Ha
usbaBaeHuemo Ha eBpeume om Ezaunem.
XpucmusHckama MNacxa e BeaukgeH, geHsm
Ha Bv3kpeceHue XpucmoBo. Beme He
6uBa ga cvBnagam kamo gamu, 3awomo
cnopeg eBaHzenusma Ha logeuckama lMacxa
ce e cbcmosna TauHama Beueps Ha Nucyc
U yyeHuuume My — mpu gHu npegu Bob3akpe-
ceHue. CaegoBamenHo BeaukgeH mpsabBa
ga ce naga B8 nbpBama Hegens caeg logeu-
ckama lNacxa.

Ho onpegensHemo Ha ma3u cmapo3aBemHa
Macxa He e AecHo, noHeXe gpeBHume logeu
ca noasBanu He loauaHckus, a kaacuue-
ckus AyHeH kaaeHgap (c meceuu om no 29
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gHu). 3amoBa owe caeg Hukeuckus cvbop
XpucmusiHume npuemam, ue BeaukgeH

e B Hegeasma Ha NbpBomo NbAHOAYHUE
cAeg npoaemHomo paBHogeHcmBue. Ho B
kamoauueckama nacxanus Humo paBHogeH-
cmBuemo, HUMO NbAHOAYHUEMO cbBnagam
C peanHuUme acmpoHomuuecku sB8aeHus.
[MoAHOAYHUEMO ce onpegeAs om ubpkoBHus
AyHeH kaneHgap (noHskoza ce pa3muHaBa ¢
gBa gHu ¢ geucmBumenHOMO NBAHOAYHUE),
a paBHogeHcmBuemo e ¢pukcupaHo Ha 21
Mapm. PasamuHaBaHemo mexXgy kamoauuu

u npaBocaaBHu ce yBeauuaBa om pakma,
ye kamoaAuuume usuucasBam om 2puzopu-
aHckus 21 mapm, a npaBocaaBHume — om
lonuaHckus, koumo e gBe cegmuuu no-
kocHo. U1 ocBeH moBa npaBocaraBHume He
gonyckam BeaukgeH ga ce nagHe npegu
logetckama lNMacxa, koemo noHskoza ce
cayuBa B8 kamoauueckus cBam. Tasu 2ogu-
Ha Hanpumep kamoauueckusm BeaukgeH be
Ha 31 mapm, logetuckama lMacxa e B8 cegmu-
uama mexXgy 22 u 30 anpua, a npaBocaaB-
Husm BeaukgeH e Ha 5 mau. l

WHY IS EASTER
DIFFERENT?

Bulgarian and Greek Orthodox celebrate
Christmas on the same date as Catholics
and Protestants. Why then is Easter differ-
ent for the two groups? The explanation
lies in the so-called Paschalia - the method
by which different churches calculate the
date of Passover or Pesach.

We must specify that there are two
Passovers. Jews celebrates the day of the
deliverance of the Jews from Egypt. The
Christian Passover is Easter, the day of
the Resurrection of Christ. The two should
not coincide as dates, because according
to the Gospels, the Last Supper of Jesus
and his disciples took place on the Jewish
Passover - three days before the Resurrec-
tion. Therefore, Easter must fall on the first
Sunday after the Jewish Passover.

But determining this Old Testament Passo-
ver is not easy, because the ancient Jews
did not use the Julian, but the classical
lunar calendar (with months of 29 days
each). Therefore, even after the Council of
Nicaea, Christians accept that Easter is on
the Sunday of the first full moon after the
vernal equinox. But in the Catholic Easter,
neither the equinox nor the full moon
coincide with real astronomical phenom-
ena. The full moon is determined by the
ecclesiastical lunar calendar (sometimes
two days off the actual full moon), and the
equinox is fixed on March 21. The gap be-
tween Catholics and Orthodox is increased
by the fact that Catholics count from the
Gregorian March 21, and Orthodox from
the Julian, which is two weeks later. And
besides, the Orthodox do not allow Easter
to fall before the Jewish Passover, which
sometimes happens in the Catholic world.
This year, for example, the Catholic Easter
was on March 31, the Jewish Passover is
in the week between April 22 and 30, and
the Orthodox Easter is on May 5. H
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PABHI 1IPABA

BMW e komnaHusima ¢ Hau-gemokpamuueH nogxog kom eanekmpudukauusma - gokasaHo
om moBa cpaBHeHue mexkgy HOBume X2 u iX2

gBa Au uma gpyea komnaHusi ¢ mMOA-
koBa gemokpamuuHO OmMHOWEHUE
kom enekmpudukauusma kamo BMW.
Emo Bu nopegHomo gokasamen-
cmBo: conocmaBsHemo Ha HoBomo X2 (B Hau-
MoWHama My 6eHauHoBa Bepcus M35i) u Ho-
Bomo enekmpuuecko iX2 e cpaBHeHue mexXkgy
paBHu.
KakBo HanpaBuxa noBeuemo gpyau npou3Bo-
gumenu? Cov3gagoxa cu omgeAnHu enekmpu-
yecku 2amu u BnpezHaxa Bcuuku cuau ga au
peknamupam, 3a ga nokakam koako ca Han-
pegHuyaBu u ekonoz2uuHu. U Hakak muxombA-
kom npogbakuxa ga npousBexkgam cBoume
6eH3uHOoBuU u gusenoBu koAu, 3awomo nasa-
pom Bce owe 2u usuckBa.
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Tekem KOHCTAHTUH TOMOB / Domozpadus BMW

BMW U3BPA APYI NOAXOA: ga 2nega Ha
enekmpuyecmBomo npocmo kamo Ha owe
eguH Bug 3agBuwkBaHe. BaBapuume npeueHu-
xa, ye konkomo u npuBaekameneH u cMucAeH
ga e enekmpomobuabm 3a egHU knueHmu, mou
Bce owe e HenpakmuueH BapuaHm 3a gpyau.
M pewuxa ga ocmaBsm usbopa Ha kynyBaua
- be3 ga 20 kapam ga ce uyBcmBa 3acpameH
ako e usbpan no-cmapomogHomo. Hskou kpu-
muuu cMamaxa, ue ako enekmpomobuaume He
ce omauuyaBam no-pssko om koHBeHUUOHaA-
HUMe MOogeAu, me He Mo2am ga umam ycnex.
Ho ako ce cvbgu no 75-npoueHmoBus ckok Ha
enekmpuyeckume npogakbu Ha BMW npes
MuHaAama 2oguHa, baBapuume ca npeueHUAU
npaBunHo.

Ceeza Bukgame kyamuHauusma Ha masu
¢dunocodus. Mokem ga HanpaBum obu
mecm Ha eguH enekmpomMoBuUA U Ha BeH3u-
HoB mogen c 300 koHs, 3awomo BcobuHoCmM
me ca egHa u cbwa koaa. MpousBexkgaHa
Bbpxy egHa u cvwa naamdopma, 8 eguH u
cbwu 3aBog - B PezeHcbype, u Ha egHa u
cbwa nomouyHa AuHusa. Jaxke okauBaHemo
€ egHo u cbw,o, makap ue 3a no-mexkkama
enekmpuuecka Bepcus Hacmpoukume my
ce pasauuyaBam aeko.

KAKTO U NP NbPBOTO X2, u Bmopomo
cu ocmaBa npocmo eguH No-uHMepeceH
BapuaHm Ha macoBomo X1. Ho ceza pas-
Aukume mexkgy obukHoBeHus kpocoyBbp u



kyne Bepcusma ca ce 3agvbabouuau. Ou-
3alHbm Ha HoBomo nokoneHue e gocma
no-guHamuyeH, gocma no-dokycupaH om
mo3u Ha gocezawHomo. Hau-xapakmep-
Hama My yuepma e m. Hap. "gBouHa ukoHa"
- cneuuduyHusm cBemauHeH nognuc, kou-
mo npucbcmBa u 8 npegHume, u B8 3agHu-
me cBemauHu. NoAsMama wecmobabAHa
pewemka, yuumo koHmypu mo2am u ga
cBemsam B mvmHOmo, BeposmHo we npo-
gbaku ga npegusBukBa cnopoBe. Ho kamo
nponopuuu moBa e gocma no-xapMoHUYHa
kona om nopBomo nokoneHue.

Mma u owe egHa MHO20 cbwecmBeHa pas-
Auka mexkgy gBeme zeHepauuu X2 - u ms

BMVW 1X2 xDrive30
313

k. c. makcumanHa mowHocm
hp maximum power

5.0

cekyHgu 0-100 km/u
seconds 0-100 km/h

180

km/u makcumanHa ckopocm
km/h maximum speed

ce omHacs go 2zabapumume. Hau-cAaoXHa-
ma 3agauva Ha uHXkeHepume - kakmo ce
onaakaxa me camume - e buaa ga cv3ga-
gam ycewaHemo 3a manka u komnakmHa
koaa, u 8 cowomo Bpeme ga s HanpaBam
MHO20 no-2oAsMa om gocez2awHama. Ho-
Bomo X2 e ¢ 20 caHmumempa no-gobAzo,
¢ 2 no-wupoko u ¢ noBeue om 6 no-Bu-
coko. BcowHocm masu koaa e ¢ 2abapu-
mume Ha opuzguHanHomo X3. ToBa obaue
He e HenpemeHHo Aowo. 3awomo kamo
komneHcauus 3a no-zonemume 2abapumu
noayyaBame 560-AumpoB 6azakHuk - koa-
komo Ha gBa xeubeka, a cbwo u 3agHa
ceganka, Ha kosmo cnokoUuHo Moz2am ga
cegHam u pasHu gbAzyuu. b
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EQUAL RIGHTS

BMW is the company with the most democratic approach to electrification - proven by this
comparison between the new X2 and iX2

here is hardly any other company with
such a democratic attitude towards
electrification, as BMW. Here's fur-
ther proof: we can easily do a head-
to-head comparison between the new X2 (in its
most powerful M35i petrol version) and the new
electric iX2.
What did most other manufacturers do? They
created separate electric ranges and harnessed
all the forces to advertise them to show how
advanced and environmentally friendly they are.
And they somehow quietly continued to produce
their petrol and diesel cars because the market
still demanded them.

BMW TOOK A DIFFERENT APPROACH: see-
ing electrics as just another type of drivetrain.
The Bavarians decided that however attractive
and meaningful the electric car might be for
some customers, it was still an impractical op-
tion for others. And they decided to leave the
choice to the buyer - without making him feel
ashamed if he chose the more old-fashioned
options. Some critics believed that if electric
cars were not more sharply differentiated from
conventional models, they could not succeed.
But judging by the 75 per cent jump in BMW's
electric sales last year, the Bavarians got it right.

84 | THE INFLIGHT MAGAZINE

By KONSTANTIN TOMOV / Photography BMW

Now you see the culmination of that philosophy.
We can do a common test of an electric car
and a gasoline model with 300 horses, because
they are actually the same car. Produced on the
same platform, in the same plant - in Regens-
burg, and on the same assembly line. Even the
suspension is the same, although for the heavier
electric version its settings differ slightly.

AS WITH THE FIRST X2, THE SECOND remains
simply a more interesting variant of the main-
stream X1. But now the differences between the
regular crossover and the coupe version have
deepened. The design of the new generation is
much more dynamic and focused. Its most char-
acteristic feature is the so-called "double icon"
- the specific light signature present in both the
front and rear lights. The large hexagonal grille,
whose contours can also glow in the dark, is
likely to continue to cause controversy. But in
terms of proportions, this is a more harmonious
car than the first generation.

There is also another very significant difference
between the two generations of X2 - and it con-
cerns the dimensions. The most difficult task for
the engineers - as they complained themselves -
was to create the feeling of a small and com-
pact car, and at the same time make it much

larger than before. The new X2 is 20 centim-
eters longer, 2 centimeters wider and more than
6 centimeters higher. In fact, this car has the
dimensions of the original X3. However, this is
not necessarily a bad thing. As compensation
for the larger dimensions, you get a 560-litre
trunk - as much as two hatchbacks, and also
a back seat, on which even tall people can sit
comfortably.

OTHERWISE, THE INTERIOR IS LARGELY
IDENTICAL to that of the X1: comfortable, prac-
tical, with good quality materials. We are already
used to the two connected screens for the in-
struments and the information system, with their
great graphics and fast enough reactions. What
we still can't get used to is the elimination of the
good old rotary controller of the iDrive system.
The multifunction steering wheel and voice as-
sistant fill some of the gap, but we'd still prefer
a bit more physical buttons.

Otherwise, everything here is the latest in tech-
nology: 5G connectivity, built-in computer games
(which, however, are only active when the car is
stopped), and access to video streaming plat-
forms. You even have an internal camera that
can take selfies while you drive and feed you to
social networks.



TRUTH BE TOLD, ELECTRONIC ASSISTANTS
AND VIDEO GAMES are not the first things a
BMW fan expects from the brand. Fortunately,
the Germans have not allowed themselves to
compromise with dynamics and handling.

The choice of engines is quite rich, even if we
do not count the two electric versions. You have
a plug-in hybrid, pure gasoline, a gasoline mild
hybrid with a 48-volt system, and two diesel vari-
ants. And, of course, you have what we're test-
ing: the M35i, which has 300 horsepower taken
out of the four-cylinder gasoline engine. Enough
to launch you from a standstill to 100 kilometres
per hour in just 5.4 seconds, and go to 250 kph
before the limiter comes on.

The increased height does not hinder us in
the least in the sharp turns we drive this BMW
through. In fact, it feels a lot more dynamic than
before - even if it's a bit heavier than it was.
Even when it comes to weight, the gasoline and
electric versions do not differ that much. The
M35i approaches 1.8 tons. The simpler elec-
tric version with one motor is 1.9 tons. The one
with two electric motors that we tested is 2020
kilograms. A difference of 250 kilograms is not
small, of course. But it is not so big as to lead
to any drastic changes in road behaviour. The
new iX2 sits very well on the road. In a straight

line it would give way to the Tesla Model Y,
but in the turns it would leave it far, far behind.
The basic electric version has an e-motor at
the front and front-wheel drive. We tested the
xDrive 30, which has two identical synchronous
motors - one for each axle, four-wheel drive
and 313 horsepower. Which, at least in Europe,
makes it the most powerful representative of

BMW X2
M35i1 xDrive

300

k. c. makcumanHa mowHocm
hp maximum power

5.4

cekyHgu 0-100 km/u
seconds 0-100 km/h

250

km/4 makcumanHa ckopocm
km/h maximum speed

the range. Here, 0-100 kph takes 5.6 seconds.
The battery hidden in the floor has a usable ca-
pacity of almost 65 kilowatt-hours, enough for
between 417 and 449 kilometres of range, ac-
cording to the WLTP tests. That doesn't sound
all that impressive these days. Unlike others,
however, BMW prefers to state conservative
estimates, so the promised 417 here is also a
417 in real life.

FINALLY, WE SHOULD MENTION ONE MORE
AREA where BMW's approach to electrification
is markedly democratic: the price. We have
long been used to battery-powered models
being shockingly more expensive than con-
ventional ones. Not here though. The starting
electric version of the iX2 costs BGN 92,850 -
quite comparable to the gasoline 20i with front-
wheel drive, which is BGN 90,100, and a whole
six thousand BGN less than the two-liter diesel
with xDrive.

The variant with two electric motors, which, as
we mentioned, is the most powerful in the en-
tire range, starts at BGN 108,850. While the
gasoline M35i, with its 13 horses less, starts
from 122,250 BGN. Here's what we love most
about this car: here, your right to choose is still
very real. l
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> MHAYE WHTEPUOPBLT E OO FOAAMA
CTENEH ugeHmuueH ¢ mo3u B X1: komdop-
meH, npakmuueH, ¢ gobpo kauecmBo Ha
Mamepuanume. Beue cBukHaxve ¢ gBama
cvbeguHeHu ekpaHa 3a npubopume u uHoop-
MauuoHHama cucmema, ¢ maxHama uygec-
Ha 2paduka u gocmamuvuHo 6bp3u peakuuu.
OHoBa, ¢ koemo owe He moXkem ga cBukHem,
e AukBugupaHemo Ha gobpus cmap Bopmaw,
ce koHmpoaep Ha iDrive cucmemama. Mya-
mudyHkuuoHanHuasm BoaaH u 2aacoBusm
acucmeHm 3anbABam uyacm om npasHuHa-
ma, Ho Bce nak Buxme npegnoueAu ga uma-
we manko noBeue dusuuecku GymoHu.
MHaue myk Bcuuko e nocaegeH nucbk Ha
mexHoAaoz2usama: 5G cBvp3aHocm, Bzpage-
HuU komnlomvpHu ugpu (koumo obaue ca
akmuBHU camo npu cnpsA aBmomobun),
gocmbn go Bugeo cmpuumuH2 nAamdop-
Mmume. Mmame gaxke BvmpewHa kamepa,
kosmo moxke ga Bu npaBu ceadpuma, goka-
mo kapame, u ga Bu 3axpaHBa couuaAHu-
me mpexXu.

Bce nak enekmpoHHume acucmeHmu u Bu-
geouz2pume He ca nopBume Hewa, koumo
eguH ¢eH Ha BMW ouakBa om mapkama.
3a wacmue 2epmaHuume He ca cu no3Bo-
AuAu komnpomucu ¢ guHamukama u ynpa-
BAaeHuemo.

N36opom om gBuzameau e gocma 6ozam,
gake ako He cmamame gBeme eaekmpuue-
cku Bepcuu. VMiMame nAb2-uH xubpug, yucm
6eH3uH, 6eH3uHoB mek xubpug ¢ 48-8oamo-
Ba cucmewma, u gBa gusenoBu BapuaHma. U,
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ecmecmBeHo, umame moBa, koemo mecm-
Bame: M35i, B koemo om uemupuUUAUHgPO-
Bus 6eH3uHOB Momop ca usBageHu 300 koH-
cku cuau. flocmambuHu ga Bu uzcmpeasm
om macmo go 100 kunomempa B uac camo
3a 5.4 cekyHgu, u ga pas3Busm 250 km/u,
npegu ozpaHuvumensm ga ce Bkalouu.

MOPACHAAATA BUCOUNHA HUHAN-MAA-
KO He npeuu B ocmpume 3aBou, no koumo ka-
pame moBa BMW. BcowHocm mo ce ycewa
gocma no-guHamu4yHO om gocez2awHomo -
makap ga e manko no-mexkko om Hezo.

Kamo cmaHa gyma 3a meaaomo - gaxke u
no mo3u nokaszamea 6eH3uHoBama u eAek-
mpuueckama Bepcuu He ce omauyaBam uvak
monkoBa. M35i gobaukaBa 1.8 mona. Mo-
npocmuukama eanekmpuuecka Bepcusi ¢ eguH
mMomop e 1.9 moHa. Ta3u ¢ gBa enekmpomo-
mopa, kosmo mecmBaxme Hue, e 2020 ku-
nogpama. Pasauka om 250 kunozpama He
e manko, pasbupa ce. Ho He e u moakoBa
20AaMa, ye ga Bogu go HskakBu gpacmuuHu
npomeHu B nbmHomo noBegeHue. HoBomo
iX2 cmou mMHo20 gobpe Ha noms. Mo npaBa
AUHUs 6U omcmobnuAo Ha Tesla Model Y, Ho 8
3aBoume we s ocmaBu ganeu, ganeu Hazag.

BA30BATA EAEKTPUYECKA BEPCUA e
¢ enekmpomomop omnpeg u npegHo npe-
gaBaHe. Hue mecmBaxme xDrive 30, kosmo
uma gBa UgeHmMUYHU CUHXPOHHU Momopa
- no eguH 3a Bcsaka oc, 3agBukBaHe Ha
yemupume koneaa u 313 koHd MowHOCM.

Koemo, noHe B EBpona, s npaBu Hau-mow-
Hus npegcmaBumen Ha 2zamama. Tyk 0-100
km/u omHema 5.6 cekyHgu.

Ckpumama B noga 6amepus umMa U3NOA3-
Baem kanauumem noumu 65 kunoBamuaca,
gocmambueH 3a mexXgy 417 u 449 kuno-
Mempa npobez, no WLTP mecmoBeme. B
Hawu gHu moBa He 3Byuu kou 3Hae konko
BHywumeaHo. 3a pasauka om gpyau obaue,
BMW npegnouuma ga nocouBa koHcepBa-
muBHU oueHku, maka uye obewaHume 417
myk ca 417 u B8 peanHus >kuBom.

HA OUHAAA TPABBA OA CNOMEHEM
owe egHa obaacm, B koamo nogxogbm Ha
BMW kbm enekmpudukauusma e noguep-
maHo gemMokpamuueH: ueHama. OmgaBHa
cBukHaxve Mogeaume ¢ bamepuu ga ca
wokupaw,o no-ckbnu om koHBeHuuoHaA-
Hume. He u myk. CmapmoBama eanekmpu-
vecka Bepcus Ha iX2 cmpyBa 92 850 neBa
- cbBcem cpaBHumo ¢ GeHauHoBama 20i ¢
npegHo npegaBaxe, kosmo e 90 100 AeBa,
u C ueAu wecm xuaagu AeBa no-manko om
gByaumpoBus gusena ¢ xDrive.

BapuaHmvm c gBa enekmpomomopa, kou-
mo, kakmo cnomeHaxwme, e Hau-mowHusm B
usnama 2ama, 3anouBa om 108 850 aeBa.
Ookamo 6eH3uHoBusm M35i, ¢ HezoBume
13 koHs no-manko, 3anouBa om 122 250
AeBa. Emo Hewomo, koemo Hau-MHO20 Hu
xapecBa 8 mo3u aBmomobua: myk npaBo-
mo Bu Ha usbop Bce owe cu e cvBcem pe-
anHo.
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OlNEPA

NOHAC KAYOMAH [/ EgHa om Hau-apkume
3Be3gu B cvBpemeHHomo onepHo u3kycmBo
ugBa B Codus 3a 2paHguo3eH koHuepm Ha cue-
Hama Ha 3ana 1 B HOK. OcBeH zonemus zep-
mMaHcku meHop, 8 He2o we uyyem conpaHomo
PeuubA Yuauc-CoopeHceH, a gupuzeHm e Mo-
xeH Pugep. B npozpamama ca npouymu apuu
om mBopbu Ha AeoHkaBano, MyuuHu, [Hkopga-
Ho, Aexap, LLipayc-cuH u EpBuH.

12 mau, HOK, Cogus

MY3NKA

THE NIGHT OF MUSICALS // OpzaHuzamopu-
me Ha moBa woy om Broadway Musical Dance
Company onpegensm The Night of Musicals
2024 kamo egHa om Hau-ycnewHume my3ukaa-
Hu 2aAu B ucmopusima. Tyk ca BkaloueHu kakmo
akmyanHu 3a2naBus kamo "TaHubm Ha Bamnu-
pume", "Mamma Mia" uau "We Will Rock You"
Ha Queen, maka u kaacuku kamo ,aHmombm
Ha onepama‘“, ,Komku“, ,EAuzabem®, ,Greasel,
Lyecmcaugcka ucmopus®.

24 anpua, HOK, Cogus

KINHO

A3, KAMNTAHDBT // Moxe 6u Hau-mpoz2amen-
Hama ucmopusi Om HOMUHUpaHume 3a Hal-
gobup uykgecmpaHeH GuAM masu 2oguHa -
makap ue kuHoakagemusma npegnoueme ga
gage Hazpagama Ha ucmopus 3a Xonokocma.
lo Capitano Ha umaauaHckus pexkucbop Mameo
lapoHe npocaegsBa ucmopusma Ha gBe mom-
uema om CeHezan, pewuAu ga nombpcsm no-
gobup >kuBom B EBpona, u Bcuuku uygoBuwHu
npensmcmBus u xopa, ¢ koemo ce cbabckBam
no noms cu. Ho y)kacume Ha emugpauusma He
Moz2am ga 3agywam Hagexkgama.

B kuHama om 26 anpun

OPERA

JONAS KAUFMANN // One of the brightest
stars in contemporary opera art is coming to
Sofia for a spectacular concert on the stage of
hall 1 of the National Palace of Culture. In ad-
dition to the great German tenor, we will hear
the soprano Rachel Willis-S@rensen, and the
conductor is Jochen Rieder. The program in-
cludes famous arias from works by Leoncav-
allo, Puccini, Giordano, Lehar, Strauss-son and
Erwin.

May 12, NDK, Sofia
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your complimentary copy

MUSIC

THE NIGHT OF MUSICALS // The organizers
of this show from the Broadway Musical Dance
Company define The Night of Musicals 2024
as one of the most successful musical galas
in history. Included here are both current titles
such as "Dance of the Vampires", "Mamma
Mia" or "We Will Rock You" by Queen, as well
as classics such as "Phantom of the Opera",
"Cats", "Elizabeth", "Grease!", "West Side
Story."

April 24, NDK, Sofia

April 24, NDK, Sofia

CINEMA

10, CAPITANO // Perhaps the most poignant
story of this year's best foreign film nominees
- although the Academy preferred to give the
award to a Holocaust story. Italian director
Matteo Garrone's lo Capitano follows the story
of two Senegalese boys who decide to seek
a better life in Europe, and all the monstrous
obstacles and people they encounter along
the way. But the horrors of emigration cannot
suffocate hope.

In cinemas from April 26



KNHO

KACKAObOPBT // "EkwroH ¢ enemeHmu Ha ko-
mMegus" e npegnoyumaHusm >kaHp Ha pexkucbopa
OetBug Autu (The Bullet Train), maka ue ouak-
Baume gocma om cbwomo u B masu AeHma ¢
PaubH MNocaunz u EMuau BAbHM. F'eposim Ha lMo-
cAuHz e 3acmapsBaw, kackagoop ¢ Hakou cneuu-
anHu ymeHus. l'epouHsma Ha BaoHm e HezoBama
6uBwa npusmenka, yuimo geblom kamo pexu-
cbop e 3anaakeH om npoBan 3apagu Mmucmepu-
03Homo u3ye3BaHe Ha Bogewus akmoop. Kacka-
gbopvm pewaBa ga ce onuma ga 20 omkpue, HO
3azagkama camo owe noBeue ce 3agbabouaBa.

B kuHama om 26 anpua

NCTOPWNA

Age of Revolutions // C nog3azaaBue "lMpozpec
u peepec om 1600 go Hacmoswemo", HoBama
kHu2a Ha Hawymeaus aBmop u Bogew, B8 CNN
Qapug 3akapus uscaegBa Bcuuku peBoalouuu
- MUHaAU U Hacmosiwu - koumo opopmsm Cb-
BpemeHHus Hu obbpkaH cBam. Bceku om nepu-
ogume, pasanekgaHu om 3akapus, cbgbpXka
oueBugHu ypouu 3a mogepHus cBsm. MNMopegu-
uama 2oAeMu mpaHcdopmauuu 3anouBa npes
HugepaaHgus 8 3opama Ha XVII Bek, muHaBa
npes Qpexckama peBoalouus, MpomuwaeHa-
ma peBoalouus, ma uak go uHpopmauuoHHama
epa.

UNsgamencmBo W. W. Norton & Company

KAACUKA

BEPHO TAEM3EP // Tonemusm zepmaHcku
nuaHucm, koumo u goceza gopXku pekop-
ga kamo Hau-maagus npodecop no nuaHo B
Saarbrlicken Musikhochschule, we zocmy-
Ba B8 Co¢us 3a koHuepm cvc Coduuckama
duaxapmoHusa nog gupuzeHmckama naaka Ha
MapmuH MaHmeneeB. B npozpamama ca Be-
AukonenHusm KoHuepm 3a nuaHo u opkecmup
N23 om PaxmaHuHoB u CumdoHus Homep 1 om
MaHuo BaaguzepoB.

2 mau, Cogus, 3ana "Boreapus”

CINEMA

THE FALL GUY // "Action with elements of
comedy" is director David Leitch's (The Bullet
Train) genre of choice, so expect plenty of the
same in this Ryan Gosling and Emily Blunt flick.
Gosling's character is an aging stuntman with
some special skills. Blunt's heroine is his ex-
girlfriend, whose directorial debut is marred by
failure due to the mysterious disappearance of
the lead actor. The stuntman decides to try to
find him, but the mystery only deepens.

In cinemas from April 26

HISTORY

AGE OF REVOLUTIONS // Subtitled "Progress
and Backlash from 1600 to the Present," ac-
claimed author and CNN host Fareed Zakaria's
new book explores all the revolutions - past and
present - that shape our modern messed-up
world. Each of the periods covered by Zakaria
contains obvious lessons for the modern world.
The series of great transformations begins in
the Netherlands at the dawn of the 17th cen-
tury, goes through the French Revolution, the
Industrial Revolution, and all the way to the in-
formation age.

Published by W. W. Norton & Company

CLASSICS

BERND GLEMSER // The great German pia-
nist, who still holds the record as the youngest
piano professor at the Saarbrlicken Musik-
hochschule, will visit Sofia for a concert with
the Sofia Philharmonic under the baton of Mar-
tin Panteleev. The program includes the mag-
nificent Concerto for Piano and Orchestra No.
3 by Sergey Rachmaninov and Symphony No.
1 by Pancho Vladigerov.

May 2, Sofia, "Bulgaria” Hall
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OT BATEPAO

Ho...

MAMMA MIA

Kpasam 3a HanoAeoH ce oka3a Hauanomo 3a ABBA, egHa
om Hau-zoAnemume non ceH3auuu 8 ucmopusima. 10 ¢pakma,
koumo moxke 6u He 3Haeme 3a wBegckus kBapmem

Tekem EMUA MBAHOB / DOTOrPADUA iSTOCK

04YHO npegu nonoBuH Bek, Ha 6 an-

pun 1974, 3anoyHa egHa om Hau-

2oneMume ceHsauuu B ucmopusma

Ha cBemoBHama nonyaspHa my3uka.
Mpu moBa 3anouHa om Bv3MOXHO Hau-Heo-
yakBaHomo mscmo: cueHama Ha b6aHaAHus
koHkypc "MeceH Ha EBpoBusus". B 19-omo my
usgaHue, npoBegeHo B Alokcembype, yuacm-
Baxa umeHa kamo umanuaHkama [kuauona
Yunkyemu u 6vgewama cynep3Besga Oau-
Bus HlomvH-koH. Ho nobegama 6e cneue-
AeHa om neceHma Waterloo, usnbAHeHa om
yemupuma Maagu wBegu - gBama mwvXke u
gBe >keHu. HapeueHu nvpBoHauanHo "Bbop
& BeHu, AzHema & Anu-Qpug", me pewuxa
ga cbkpamsam maAko umemo u ga uanoA3Bam
camo UHuuuaaume cu. ToBa 6e Hauaromo Ha
Aez2eHgama ABBA.

Om Alibaba go ABBA

Bnpouem go umemo ABBA He ce cmuea nec-
Ho. 3a kpamko epynama ce kasBa

Festfolk. Ho Ha YABeyc moBa my 3Byuu mBop-
ge 6aHanHo. Ype3 eguH 2bomebopacku Becm-
Huk e opz2aHu3upaH koHkypc 3a usbop Ha HoBo
ume. Om cmomuuume npegaoXkeHus ca nog-
6paHu Hakoako - BkalouumenaHo Alibaba, FABB
u Baba. Ho Hakpas uemupumama ce cnupam
Ha ABBA. Bce nak ce Hanaza ga nouckam
paspeweHue 3a u3noA3BaHemo My om egHo-
UMEHHUs npou3BogumeA Ha pubHu koHcepBu
8 LWBeuus.
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CowecmByBam camo 10 2oguHu

Cowo kamo The Beatles, u cobwecmByBaHe-
mo Ha ABBA npogbakaBa camo gecem 20-
guHu, om 1972 go 1982. Ho u caeg pasnaga
Ha ¢opmauusma, ma cu ocmaBa ¢akmop B8
3BykosanucHama uHgycmpus. [lecem 2oguHu
cneg kpas Ha spynama e usgageH cHopHu-
am ABBA Gold: abcoalomHa ceH3auus, npo-
gageHa B8 Hag 30 muAauoHa Bpouku no usa
cBam (21.4 mAH. cepmuduuupaHu npogax-
6u) - gocmambyHO ga 20 Hapegu cpeg 20-
me Hal-nonyAspHU anbyma 8 ucmopusma. A
npe3 2021 yemupumama ce cbbpaxa OmHo-
Bo, usgagoxa HoB anbym (Voyage), nocpeul-
Ham AackaBo om kpumukama, u HanpaBuxa
cBemoBHo mypHe, makap u ¢ nomowma Ha
guz2umanHu "aBamapu".

[Be cBambu...

Yemupumama uneHoBe Ha ABBA ca BbopH
YaBeyc u Azvema Qeamckyz, BeHu AHgep-
woH u AHu-®pug AloHzcma. M uemupumama
ca Beue no3Hamu umeHa Ha wBegckama cue-
Ha, kozamo ce cbbupam npe3 1970. Bnpouem
cvbupam ce He camo Ha cueHama: bbopH ce
XkeHu 3a AzHema, BeHu - 3a AHu-Qpug. Mpe3
1973 3a manko He npobuBam B "EBpoBusus"
¢ neceHma Ring-Ring, Ho 2oguHa no-kbCcHO
Waterloo Beue um Hocu cBemoBHa caaBa.

...u gBa pasBoga
CnaomeHomo cemeucmBo u kapuepama Ha



my3ukanHa cynep3Besga Hukoza He ca Bup-
BeAu gobpe 3aegHo. Mpe3 1979 BoopH u Az-
Hema ce pa3Bekgam - koemo noHe Hu gaBa
kamo ymewumenHa Hagpaga Aeko upoHUYHus
xum The Winner Takes It All (Mobegumeasam
B3ema Bcuuko). OBe 2oguHu no-kbcHO npu-
kalouBa u 6pakem Ha BeHu u Qpuga.

ABBA-maHus 8 ABcmpaaus

Ycnexom Ha ABBA npes 70-me e Heygbpkum.
LLIBegume umam 9 necHu Ha Bvpxa B bpumaH-
ckume knaacauuu, u egHa B amepukaHckume.
N uemupumama Hukak He obuuyam nvmyBa-
Husma, 3amoBa ycnexom um B Amepuka e
manko no-caab, omkoakomo B8 EBpona. Ho
nvk 3a komneHcauus 8 ABcmpaaus nosBama
um npe3 1977 npegu3BukBa epekm, no-cuneH
gopu om npocaroBymama "Buimbamanus" B
LLlamume gecemuaemue no-paHo.

CCCP um nnawa ¢ Hepm

ABBA e om mankomo 3anagHu 2pynu, koumo
ca 2ocmyBanu B CbBemckus cblos. MNMoHexke
no oHoBa Bpeme pybaama He e koHBepmu-
pyema, a u e obekm Ha embapzo, 2pynama
ce cbanacsBa xoHopapbm U ga ce naamu...
B Hepm.

Opye AlobonumeH pakm e, ue 3peAuwHume
cueHuyHu kocmlomu, ¢ koumo ca npouymu
uemupumama wBegu, ca BcbwHocm mpuk 3a
necmeHe Ha gaHvbuu. LLIBegckomo 3akoHoga-
meAcmBo paspewaBa HeobAazaemu pasxogu

1
1
k

b1

I

3a cueHuyHu kocmlomu, cmuza ga uma goka-
3ameAcmBa, yue me He ce u3noa3Bam kamo
eXkegHeBHo obaekno. B cayuas ¢ ABBA Hu-
koza He ca Bv3HukBaAu NnogobHU CbMHEHuUS.

Mvkeme npoubdpmsaBam u cneg ABBA
Cneg pasnaga Ha ABBA kapuepama Ha BeHu
u BoopH, ocHoBHume aBmopu Ha my3uka-
ma, npogvakaBa ¢ nvAHa cuna. [Bamama
cb3gaBam gocma ycnewHus 6pogyeucku
Mmlosukon Chess (LLlax) 3aegHo cbc cbp Tum
Palc, aezeHgapHus Aubpemucm Ha AHgplo
Aoug Yebbp, ocBeH moBa nuwam my3uka kom
¢duamu, xumoBe 3a gpysu gpynu kamo 6pu-
maHckama non ceH3auus om 80-me Steps,
u HampynBam BneuamasBawu cbcmosiHus.
YaBeyc om 2020 e u npe3ugeHm Ha CISAC,
MeXkgyHapogHama opaaHu3auusi Ha komno3u-
moAume u mekcmonucuume.

Censayuama Mamma Mia

Mpe3 1999 mysukama Ha 2pynama, nucaHa
om YABeyc u AHgepwoH, e aganmupaHa 3a
cueHa B mlosukbna Mamma Mia, koumo ce
3agvpxka 17 2oguHu Ha Bpogyeu, u ce uegpae
go geH-gHeweH B noHgoHckus Yecm EHg. Ye-
nexom Ha Mmlo3ukbra e monkoBa 2oasm, ue
paxkga u gBa duama: Mamma Mia (2008) u
npogbvAkeHuemo

Mamma Mial Here We Go Again (2018). Mpu-
xogume om Mamma Mia go gHec HagxBop-
AmM 4 MuAuapga goaapa.

L ]
e
e

AzHema >kuBsa c npecaegBaua cu

[locma no-mpauyHo ce pa3Buxa Hewama 3a
gamume om ABBA. AzHema npexXuBsa mex-
ko pasBoga cu, pa3Bu HeBpo3a u cmpax om
AemeHe. MHmumHusm 0 >kuBom npogbaxku
C nopeguua MumoAemHu adepu: ¢ xokeuHa
3Be3ga, mogeH gusalHep, ¢ yacmeH gemek-
muB u gopu c ncuxuambpa, Haem npegu
moBa ga cnacu bpaka U ¢ BbopH. Bmopusm
U 6pak ¢ xupypza Tomac CoHeHpeng npes
1990 no HeUHO HacmosBaHe 6e naseH B goa-
6oka mauHa u paskpum egBa mpu 2oguHu
no-kvcHo. A Hau-cmpaHHama Bpv3ka golge
npe3 1997 - ¢ 16 20guHU no-mMAagus baze-
pucm Xepm BaH gep 'pad, peBHocmeH deH,
koumo nvpBoHauaAHO s npecaegBawe go
cmeneH AzHema ga ce onaaye B noauuus-
ma, a nocAe cneuveAau cvpuemo u. B kpaluHa
cmemka ce HanoXu cbgbm ga s cnacsBa om
ma3su Bpbaka.

MpuHueca AHu-Opug

XKuBombm Ha AHu-Qpug e mexkbk om gocma
no-paHHa pasa. Ta e pogeHa om MuMOAemHa-
ma adepa mexkgy mauka u u 2epmaHcku Bou-
Huk no Bpeme Ha Bmopama cBemoBHa Bou-
Ha. Mauka 0 ymupa, kozamo Qpuga e camo
Ha 2 2oguHku. OmzaeXkga a 6aba 0. EgBa
npe3 1977 ms ce cpewa ¢ bawa cu Aadpeg
B8 lepmaHus. Caeg pa3Boga ¢ BeHu AHgep-
WOH ms ce >keHu 3a 2epmaHcku apucmokpam
u cmaBa npuHueca AHu-Qpug ¢oH Pouc. B
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FROM WATERLOO
TO... MAMMA MIA

The end for Napoleon turned out to be the beginning for
ABBA, one of the biggest pop sensations in history. 10 facts
you might not know about the Swedish quartet

By EMIL IVANOV / Photography iSTOCK

xactly half a century ago, on April 6,

1974, one of the biggest sensations

in the history of world pop music be-

gan. And it began from the most un-
expected place possible: the stage of the ba-
nal Eurovision Song Contest. Its 19th edition,
held in Luxembourg, featured names such
as ltaly's Gigliola Cinqueti and future super-
star Olivia Newton-John. But the victory was
won by the song Waterloo, performed by four
young Swedes - two men and two women.
Originally called "Bjorn & Benny, Agnetha &
Anni-Frid", they decided to shorten the name
a bit and use only their initials. This was the
beginning of the ABBA legend.

From Alibaba to ABBA

Actually, the name ABBA was not easy to
come by. For a while, the group was called
Festfolk. But Bjorn Ulvaeus found it too ba-
nal. A Gothenburg newspaper organized a
competition to choose a new name. From the
hundreds of offers, a few have been selected -
including Alibaba, FABB and Baba. In the end,
the four went for ABBA. However, they had to
ask for permission to use it from the epony-
mous producer of canned fish in Sweden.

They have only existed for 10 years

Like The Beatles, ABBA's existence was brief -
only ten years, from 1972 to 1982. But even
after the breakup of the group, it remained
a factor in the recording industry. Ten years
after the split, the compilation ABBA Gold
was released: an absolute sensation, selling
more than 30 million copies worldwide (21.4
million certified sales) - enough to rank it
among the 20 most popular albums in his-
tory. In 2021, the four reunited, released a
new album (Voyage) to critical acclaim, and
went on a world tour, albeit with the help of
digital "avatars".

Two weddings...

The four members of ABBA are Bjorn Ulvaeus
and Agnetha Feltskug, Benny Andersson and
Anni-Frid Ljungstad. All four were already
well-known names on the Swedish stage
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when they met in 1970. And they combined
not only on the stage: BjOrn married Agnetha,
and Benny married Anni-Frid. In 1973, they
almost got to Eurovision with the song Ring-

Ring. A year later,
world fame.

Waterloo brought them

...and two divorces

A tight-knit family and a career as a music
superstar have never gone well together. In
1979, BjOrn and Agnetha divorced - which at
least gave us the slightly ironic hit The Winner
Takes It All as a consolation prize. Two years
later, Benny and Frida's marriage ended as
well.

ABBA-mania in Australia

ABBA's success in the 1970s was unstoppa-
ble. The Swedes had 9 songs at the top of the
UK charts and one in the US. All four of them
did not like travelling at all, so their success
in America was a little slower than in Europe.
But to compensate for that, their appearance
in Australia in 1977 caused an effect even
stronger than the infamous "Beatlemania" in
the States a decade earlier.

The USSR paid them with oil

ABBA is one of the few Western groups to
have toured the Soviet Union. Since the ruble
was not convertible at the time and was sub-
ject to an embargo, the group agreed to get

its fee... in oil.

Another curious fact is that the spectacular
stage costumes for which the four Swedes
are famous are a tax-saving trick. Swedish
law allows tax-free expenses for stage cos-
tumes as long as there is evidence that they
are not used as everyday wear. In the case of
ABBA, such doubts never arose.

Bjorn and Benny flourished after ABBA
After the breakup of ABBA, the careers of
Benny and BjOrn, the main authors of the
music, continued at full speed. The pair cre-
ated the hugely successful Broadway musi-
cal Chess with Sir Tim Rice, Andrew Lloyd
Webber's legendary librettist, and also wrote
scores for films, hits for other groups such
as 1980s British pop sensation Steps, and
amassed impressive fortunes. As of 2020,
Ulvaeus is also the president of CISAC, the
international organization of composers and
lyricists.

The Mamma Mia sensation

In 1999, the band's music, written by Ulvaeus
and Andersson, was adapted for the stage in
the musical Mamma Mia, which ran for 17
years on Broadway and is still playing in Lon-
don's West End today. The success of the mu-
sical was so great that it spawned two films:
Mamma Mia (2008) and the sequel Mamma
Mial Here We Go Again (2018). Mamma Mia
has grossed over $4 billion to date.

Agnetha lived with her stalker

Things got a lot darker for the ladies of ABBA.
Agnetha had a hard time with her divorce,
developed neurosis and a fear of flying. Her
intimate life continued with a series of fleet-
ing affairs: with a hockey star, a fashion de-
signer, a private detective and even the psy-
chiatrist previously hired to save her marriage
to Bjorn. Her second marriage to surgeon
Thomas Sonnenfeld in 1990, at her insist-
ence, was kept a deep secret and revealed
only three years later. And the strangest rela-
tionship came in 1997 - with the forklift driver
Geert van der Graaf, 16 years her junior, a
zealous fan who initially pursued her to the
point that Agnetha complained to the police,
and then won her heart. In the end, the court
had to save her from this relationship.

Princess Anni-Frid

Anni-Frid's life was hard from a much ear-
lier phase. She was born out of her mother's
fleeting affair with a German soldier during
World War Il. Her mother died when Frida
was only 2 years old. She was raised by her
grandmother. It was only in 1977 that she
met her father Alfred in Germany. After her
divorce from Benny Andersson, she married
a German aristocrat and became Princess
Anni-Frid von Reuss. H
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7 HOCOKM
3A BEAMKAEH -

Om XepaBHa u Puackus maHacmup go pakemHama BouHa Ha ocmpoB Xuoc: 8 mesu
gecmuHauuu we ombeaexkume Hau-cBemaus npasHuk HaucmuHa HesabpaBumo

Tekem KAAVIH AHTEAOB / ®Domozpadus iSTOCK

amoAuuu u npomecmaHmu omgaBHa Beue
Cu ussgoxa sauama u wokonagoBume 3al-
uu, Ho 3a npaBocAaBHume xpucmusiHU Hau-
Bemausm npasHuk B8 2oguHama menvpBa
npegcmou. He3aBucumo gaau Bue camume cme Bsp-
Bawu, uau He, BeaukgeH e uygecHa Bov3moxkHocm u
ga nonbmyBame, ga ycemume ocobeHama, pagocmHa
ammocdepa Ha mo3u npasHuk, koumo maka npusim-
Ho cvbBnaga ¢ ugBaHemo Ha npoAemma. Bulgaria ON
AIR nogbpa cegem gecmuHauuu - no cBema u y Hac
- kegemo BenukgeH e HaucmuHa 3anOMHAWO ce us-
>kuBsBaHe.

NKOHN B PUACKUA MAHACTWUP. Hau-2onemusm
u Hal-nocewaBaH (Hag €guH MUAUOH mypucmu 20-
guwHo) 6bazapcku mMaHacmup. Hamupa ce 8 ceBepo-
3anagHume yacmu Ha Puaa, cpeg npekpacHu 60poBu
2opu, a bausocamna My go Codus 20 npaBu uygecHa
gecmuHauus tﬁa egHogHeBHa pa3xogka. 3a Hez208
ocHoBameA MPaguUUOHHO e coueH cBemu MBaH Pua-
cku, koumo Bogea omwenHuuecku >kuBom 8 newepa

2
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HabAuso. Ha npakmuka uszpakgaHemo Ha Ma
pa e 3anoYyHamo om yuyeHuuume Ha omuweAHUKa, Ko
mo 20 nocewaBanu B naaHuHama.

Tyk ca Hakou om Hau-xy6aBume o6pa3u.u.ﬁ
cnaBHomo ubpkoBHo uskycmBo. [No3nameHusm uko-
Hocmac ¢ usswHama cu gbpBopesba e Hat-2onemusim
8 Boazapusi. B My3es Ha cBemama obumen uma 622a-
ma koaekuus ukoHu. ObbpHeme cneuuaAHo BHUMaHue
Ha Kpvcma Ha Padaun, kpocmeH Ha xa, koumo
20 cb3gan. Cnopeg AezeHgama Pagd: nsA ga us-
Bae 104 peAuz2uo3HU cueHu u 650 duzypku,
noasBauku yBeauuumenHu cmokAa U CneuuasHu Mu-
HuamlopHu gaema. Pabomama My omHeAa gBaHaucem
20gUHU U Hakpasi mBopeubm 3a2y6uA 3peHUemo Cu:

PAKETHA BOVHA B XUOC. Buazapckume uecmBa-
Hus Ha BeaukgeH uszaedkgam €gbpXkaHu u ymepeHu
Ha ¢oHa Ha moBa, K cAy4Ba B cocegHa Mop-
uus. Ho gopu u mam mpygHo Lie Hamepume gpyz0
makoBa 3penuwe kamo moBa B ceauemo BponHma-

goc Ha ocmpoB Xup&*g@eme eHaﬂDTJ Bogsm b
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» nomexgy cu... BouHa c pakemu. Tpaguuus-
ma npousAu3a om BpemeHama Ha ocmaHckomo
BaaguuecmBo Ha ocmpoBa. EHopuume Ha Auoc
Mapkoc (CBemu Mapko) u MaHas Epumuanu
(YepBeHama Bozopoguua) ce obcmpenBam B3a-
UMHO CbC CheuuanHo uspabomeHu pouepBepku,
3a ga yecmBam npasHuka. ToBa uszaexkga oco-
6eHO 3peAuwHo om Ge3onacHomo pascmosiHue
Ha maHacmupa CBemu Makapuu Hag BpoHma-
goc. Bnpouem u gpyau cena Ha Xuoc uma ¢ kakBo
ga baecHam Ha BeaukgeH: uszapsHe Ha uyuena,
mopkecmBeHu npouecuu, 2paHguUO3HU MaHuu No
naowagume u, ecmecmBeHo, paHmacmuyHo u3-
obuaue om xpaHa. Fopewo npenopbuBame ga ce
ombueme 8 Mecma, egHo om Hau-gobpe coxpa-
HeHume cpegHoBekoBHuU ceaua B Mpuus.

HA MACTOTO HA CbBUTUETO: VIEPYCAAUM.
MpaBocaaBHu, kamoauuu, apmeHuu - 3a Bcuuku
knoHoBe Ha xpucmusiHcmBomo yecmBaHemo Ha
Buv3kpeceHue XpucmoBo Hocu Hau-cbkpoBeH
cMucbA umeHHo B Mepycanaum, 2paga, kegemo
mo ce e cAyuuno. Ako uckame ga cmaHeme yacm
om mupkecmBama, ce npuzomBeme 3a 02pOMHU
MbANU U NOCMOSHHA CymMamoxa - HO CbWo U 3a
HezabpaBumo npexkuBsBaHe.

KyAamuHauusima Ha npasHuka e uepemoHusima no
cAu3aHe Ha baazogamHus ozvH BvB "Bb3kpece-
Hue XpucmoBo", kamegpanHus xpam Ha npaBo-
cnaBHama Vepycaaumcka nampuapwus. MopBa-
ma ubpkBa Ha moBa mscmo, coxpaHeHa Bbmpe
B xpama, e uzgueHama no HapexkgaHe Ha CBema
EneHa, maukama Ha umnepamop KoHcmaHmuH
Benuku.

Bbazapume ca eguH om nvpBume xpucmusiHcku
Hapogu, nocmpouAu cBou cobecmBeHu xpamoBe B8
CBemume 3emu - cnopeg PasAUYHU U3MOYHUUU
msxHa ubpkBa u maHacmup Beue ca cobwecmBy-
Baau B Vepycaaum owe no Bpememo Ha uap Cu-
MeoH, B Hauanomo Ha X Bek caeg Xpucma.

BEAVKAEH U ME3E B AAPHAKA. Cnopeg Ae-
2eHgama Aasap om Bumanus, careg kamo 6ua
Bov3kpeceH om Xpucmoc, mpsbBano ga 6s2a om
IOges u gownn Ha Kunbp, kbgemo cmaHan nop-
Busm enuckon Ha KumuoH - gHewHama AapHa-
ka. Cmsma ce, ue B ueHmpanHus xpam Ha 2paga
nouuBam ocmaHkume my. Kakmo u HaBcskoge
B 2pvkoesuuHus cBsm, myk BeaukgeH e zoasm
npasHuk, eguH om gBama Hau-BaxkHu B 2oguHa-
ma. YAuuume ompaHo ce u3anbCmpsim ¢ 02POMHU
bosgucaHu kameHHu ftua. Onumaume mpagu-
uuoHHUMe BeAaukgeHcku caagku u, pasbupa ce,
npocAaoBymomo kunvpcko "mese" - usino mexlo om
canamku, npegacmus u ocHoBHU scmus, koemo
obukHoBeHo ce nopvuBa 3a gBama. Bpememo Ha
OcmpoBa Ha Adpoguma npe3 anpun Beue e goc-
mambyYHO MONAO, 3a ga Ce 3anbmume cAeg moBa
kom naakoBeme - Buno kom epagckus QuHuky-
gec, buno koM 3namucmume nscbuu Ha bauskus
kypopm As Hana. MHozobpouHama 6vAzapcka
konoHus Ha ocmpoBa o3HauaBa, ye uma gocma
20AM WaHC ga Bbgeme 0BCAYKEeHU Ha pogHus
cu esuk.
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CMNOMEH 3A 3AATHUNA BEK B NMPECAAB. Ako
uckame ga ce HacAagume Ha npupogama u cno-
koucmBuemo Ha mankus 2pag, Ho u ga uma kakBo
uHmepecHo ga Bugume, Beauku MpecnaB e om-
AuUYeH u3bop 3a npasHuuume. Bmopama cmoau-
ua Ha Boazapus gHec e gpague ¢ no-manko om
gecem xuasigu Xkumeau, camo Ha yac ¢ koaa om
Aemuwe BapHa. OcHoBaH om xaH Omypmaz npe3
IX Bek, MpecaaB e usbpaH om uap CumeoH 3a
HoBa cmoauua npe3 893 2oguHa u npe3 caegBa-
wume gecemunemus e egHo om Bogewume kHu-
»k0BHU u kyamypHu cpeguwa Ha EBpona. Tyk e
cb3gageH eguH om nbpBume yHuBepcumemu Ha
Cmapus koHmuHeHm — MpecaaBckama kHukoBHa
wkonaa, 8 kosmo ca npenogaBaau Haym Oxpugcku
u MoaH Ekaapx.

HHec B8 pamkume Ha HauuoHanHus ucmopuko-
apxeonozuuecku pesepBam “Beauku [MpecnaB”
Mo2am ga ce Bugsm gobpe 3anaseHu ocmaxku
om MuHanomo Ha 2paga. HenpemenHo Bae3me
B my3es Ha pe3epBama, kbgemo ce cbxpaHsBam
MpecnaBckomo 3namHo cokpoBuwe u egHa om
Hau-6ozamume koaekuuu om onoBHuU neuamu B8
cBema.

CPELLA HA BEPUTE B PUM. BenukgeH e oco-
6eHo BakeH npasHuk BB BeuHus 2pag. Mo-nony-
AApHOmMo uvecmBaHe e Ha kamoauueckomo Bobs-
kpeceHue, pasbupa ce, koeamo nanama gonycka
BspBawume nog npo3opeua cu Ha naowag "CBe-
mu Memvp" u 2u baazocaaBs, npegu ga omnpaBu
nocaaHuemo Urbi et Orbi. Ho u npaBocaaBHusm
BenukgeH 8 Pum cowo e BneuamasBaw, u ce om-
6ens3Ba B mHokecmBo xpamoBe, BkalouumeaHo

u B8 npegocmaBeHus Ha 6bAazapume "CBemu Bu-
keHmuu u Aracmacuu'.

HesaBucumo om peauzuo3Hume Bu ybexkgeHus,
Mokeme ga ce HacAagume Ha kyauHapHama
cmpaHa Ha npasHuka. Kamo ce 3anouHe om
2paBupaHume wokonagoBu stua u 3axapHume
azvbHUa, u ce cBbpwu C HeuaMeHHama nacma,
nopvceHa ¢ nekopuHo pomaHo, BeaukgeHckama
mpanes3a Ha pumAsHUME e gocmoulHa 3a BHuma-
Hue.

CTAPONAAHNHCKWU AEFEHAON B XKEPABHA.
OcmaHano 8 ucmopusma kamo pogHo Msicmo Ha
€guH om Hau-2oAeMume GbAazapcku nucameau —
MopgaH MoBkoB, moBa cmaponaaHuHcko ceAue e
cpeg Hau-gobpe 3ana3eHume apxumekmypHu pe-
3epBamu B Boazapus. MNMukbm Ha nonyaspHocm-
ma My e npe3 aB2ycm no Bpeme Ha npocAoBymus
QecmuBan Ha ¢doakanopHama Hocus — mozaBa
XUAIgU eHmycuacmu ce cbbupam mam, obAuyam
MpaguuUOHHU HOCUU, 3abpaBam 3a cbBpeMeHHU-
me ygobcmBa u 3a Hakoako gHU ce Bpbuwam cmo
u nemgecem 20guHu Ha3ag B8vB8 Bpememo.

Ho u npe3 ocmaHanama yacm om 2oguHama ce-
Aomo uma kakBo ga npegaoku Ha mypucmume.
Tyk we Hamepume Hag 150 coxpaHeHu Bov3poXk-
geHcku u npegBu3pokgercku kowu, Bkalouu-
MEeAHO U Hag mpucmazoguwHama kowa Ha Pycu
Yopbagrku, npeBopHama ceza B8 mysel. He npo-
nyckaume ga Bugume ekcnosuuusma Ha ukoHu B
MecmHama ubpkBa ,,CBemu Hukonau”. Konkomo
go ygobcmBama, B XKepaBHa uma Hakoako MHO20
NpusimHU xomeAyema u kowu 3a 2ocmu. A xpaHa-
ma ce npueomBs ¢ MecmHu npogykmu. Il
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7 EASTER
DIRECTIONS

From Zheravna and the Rila Monastery to the missile war on the island of Chios: in these
destinations you will celebrate the brightest holiday in an unforgettable way

atholics and Protestants have long

since eaten their eggs and chocolate

bunnies, but for Orthodox Christians,

the brightest holiday of the year is yet
to come. Regardless of whether you yourself are
a believer or not, Easter is a great opportunity to
travel and feel the special, joyful atmosphere of
this holiday, which so pleasantly coincides with
the arrival of spring. Bulgaria ON AIR has select-
ed seven destinations - around the world and in
our country - where Easter is a truly memorable
experience.

ICONS IN THE RILA MONASTERY. This is the
biggest and most often visited Bulgarian mon-
astery; it greets more than one million tourists
each year. It is located in the northwestern sec-
tion of the Rila Mountain Range amidst beautiful
pine forests; its proximity to Sofia also makes it
a wonderful destination for day trips. It is tradi-
tionally believed to be founded by St. lvan Rilski,
who was a hermit who lived in a nearby cave.
The actual construction of the monastery, how-
ever, was initiated by the monk’s disciples who
came to visit him in the mountains.

Some of the finest examples of Orthodox
Church art are found here. The gilded iconosta-
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sis with its exquisite woodcarving is the largest in
Bulgaria. The monastery museum houses a rich
collection of icons. Pay special attention to Ra-
fail's Cross, named after the monk who created
it. According to the legend, Rafail managed to
carve as many as 104 religious scenes - includ-
ing 650 small figures - into it using magnifying
lenses and special miniature burins. It took the
master twelve years to complete his work, leav-
ing him blind in the end.

THE ROCKET WAR IN CHIOS. Bulgarian East-
er celebrations seem restrained and moderate
against the background of what is happening
in neighboring Greece. But even there you will
hardly find another such spectacle as this one in
the village of Vrontados on the island of Chios.
There, the two parishes are waging a war with
each other... with rockets. The tradition origi-
nates from the times of the Ottoman rule on the
island. The parishes of Agios Markos (Saint
Mark) and Panagia Erithiani (The Red Virgin)
shoot each other with specially made fireworks
to celebrate the holiday. This looks especially
spectacular from the safe distance of the Mon-
astery of Saint Macarius above Vrontados. Be-
sides, other villages of Chios also have some-

thing to show on Easter: effigy burning, solemn
processions, spectacular dances in the squares
and, of course, a fantastic abundance of food.
We highly recommend a stop at Mesta, one of
the best-preserved medieval villages in Greece.

ON LOCATION: JERUSALEM. Orthodox, Cath-
olics, Armenians - for all branches of Christian-
ity, the celebration of the Resurrection of Christ
has the most intimate meaning in Jerusalem, the
city where it took place. If you want to be part
of the festivities, prepare for huge crowds and
constant bustle - but also for an unforgettable
experience.

The culmination of the holiday is the ceremony
of the descent of the Blessed Fire in the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre, the cathedral of the
Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem. The first
church in this place, still preserved inside the
temple, was built by order of St. Helena, the
mother of Emperor Constantine the Great.

The Bulgarians were one of the first Christian
nations to build their own temples in the Holy
Land - according to various sources, their
church and monastery already existed in Jeru-
salem during the reign of King Simeon, in the
early 10th century AD.



EASTER AND MEZE IN LARNACA. According
to legend, Lazarus of Bethany, after being resur-
rected by Christ, had to flee Judea and came to
Cyprus, where he became the first bishop of Kition
- today's Larnaca. It is believed that his remains
rest in the central temple of the city.

As everywhere in the Greek-speaking world, Easter
is a big holiday here, one of the two most impor-
tant of the year. The streets are early strewn with
huge painted stone eggs. Try the traditional Easter
cakes and, of course, the famous Cypriot "meze"
- a whole menu of salads, appetizers and main
dishes, which is usually ordered for two.

The weather on the Island of Aphrodite in April
is already warm enough for you to head to the
beaches - either to the city of Finikoudes or to the
golden sands of the nearby resort of Agia Napa.
The numerous Bulgarian colony on the island
means that there is a great chance that you will be
served in your native language.

THE GOLDEN AGE IN PRESLAV. If you want to
enjoy nature together with the tranquility of a small
town while seeing something interesting at the
same time, Veliki Preslav is an excellent choice
for the holidays. Bulgaria’s second capital is now
a town with a population of less than ten thousand
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inhabitants and is located only an hour’s drive from
Varna Airport. Founded by Khan Omourtag in the
9th century, Preslav was chosen by Tsar Simeon
as his new capital in 893 and, over the subsequent
decades, it has been one of the leading literary
and cultural centers in Europe. One of the first uni-
versities in the Old Continent was founded here —
the Preslav Literary School, where Naum of Ohrid
and John Exarch used to teach. Today in the Ve-
liki Preslav National Historical and Archaeological
Reserve one can see well-preserved remains from
the town’s past. Be sure to visit the Archaeological
Museum that houses the Preslav gold treasure and
one of the world’s richest collections of lead seals.

MEETING OF FAITHS IN ROME. Easter is a par-
ticularly important holiday in the Eternal City. The
more popular celebration is the Catholic Resur-
rection, of course, when the pope allows believ-
ers under his window in St. Peter's Square and
blesses them before sending the message Urbi et
Orbi. However, Orthodox Easter is also impressive
in Rome and is celebrated in many temples, includ-
ing the "Saint Vincent and Anastasia" provided to
the Bulgarians.

Regardless of your religious beliefs, you can en-
joy the culinary side of the holiday. Starting with

engraved chocolate eggs and sugar lambs, and
ending with the unchanging pasta sprinkled with
pecorino romano, the Romans' Easter table is
noteworthy.

BALKAN LEGENDS IN ZHERAVNA. Of historical
note as the birthplace of Yordan Yovkov, one of
Bulgaria’s greatest authors, this tiny village in the
Balkan Mountains is among the most well pre-
served architectural areas in Bulgaria. Its popular-
ity reaches a peak every August during the famous
festival of folk costumes, when thousands of en-
thusiasts gather there dressed in traditional cos-
tumes. Forget about modern-day conveniences for
a few days and go back in time 150 years.
Throughout the rest of the year, however, the vil-
lage also has something to offer the tourist. One
can find over 150 well-preserved houses here
from the Bulgarian National Revival Era as well
as from the period preceding it. These include the
house of Russi Chorbadzhi, which is more than
300 years old and has been turned into a museum.
Don’t miss the exhibition of icons at the local St.
Nicholas Church. And, when it comes to conveni-
ences, Zheravna has several very nice hotels and
guesthouses, and as far as food goes, everything
is prepared with local produce. ll
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IPAABT HA CEAEMTE XbAMA
THE CITY ON THE SEVEN HILLS

[obpe gowau B AucaboH, Hau-3anagHama cmo-
Auua Ha EBpona. Cmapusim koHmuHeHm cBobpui-
Ba ¢ Hoc Kaby ga Poka, Ha no-manko om 40 km
om nopmyaanckama cmoauua, nomansiiku ce 8
6e3bperkHume Bogu Ha AmaaHmuueckusi okeaH.
3emempeceHuemo om 1755, nocaegBaHo om
nokap U uyHamu, AuwaBa AucaboH om MHO20
ucmopuyecku 3abeaexkumenHocmu, makap ue
brazogapeHue Ha mapku3 gbo Momban zpagom
6bp30 ce Bguza om neneama u pyuHume, 3a ga
ouapoBa BvobparkeHuemo u cemuBama Ha ec-
memu u nbmewecmBeHuuu.

BeauuecmBeHu ubpkBu, BeaukonenHu gBopuu u
HeusbpouMu namMemHuuu Ha kpaae u Mmapkusu
NOCMOSIHHO HANOMHSIM 3a uMnepckomo MUHaAo0 u
HecmMemHume 6ozamcmBa Ha AucaboH om eno-
xama Ha Beaukume 2eozpadcku omkpumusi.
Hau-BaxkHume ampubymu Ha Bawemo npukalo-
ueHue myk ca ygobHu o6yBku, pomoanapam ¢
gocmamvuHo 2oAsma kapma namem, a cbwo u
HeymoAum anemum. Bbgeme 2omoBu usA geH ga
6pogume nNo cmMpbMHUME YAUUU Ha 2paga, koumo
Hepsagko npemuHaBam B cmbabu, ga ce guBume
Ha cuMnamuyHume cuHu dasHcoBu naouku ("a3y-
aeyw") no dacagume, ga cv3epuaBame npo3op-
yema c wapeHu gopBeHu keneHuu u ompynaHu
C nuwHu 6ez2oHuu, MuHuamiopHu GankoHuema,
ykpaceHu ¢ 2opgo pa3BsBawo ce benoo, ga cay-
wame ¢ago u ga naaveme ¢ oyucmBawu gywa-
ma CbA3u, He3aBucuMo gaau pasbupame nopmy-
2ancku.

MogobHO Ha MHO20 gpyau Mazuuecku gpago-
Be, AucaboH e 3akbmaH B HedkHama npezpbgka
Ha cegeM CMpbMHU xbAMa. Heozomuueckama
gaHmena om koBaHo >kenszo Ha 45-mempoBus
acaHcbop Canma XXywma, koumo cBop3Ba mop-
2oBckama yauua ¢ naowag Kapmo (omkbgemo
moxkeme ga ce noalobyBame Ha epaga om nmuuu
nozaeg) ocmaBs HesabpaBumomo ycewaHe, ue
nbmyBame He camo no Bepmukana Ha 2paga,
HO u Ha3ag BvB Bpememo. Cmapusim »kuBonuceH
kBapman Arpama cskaw ce cune no ckaoHoBeme
nog 3amvka Cao XKopxke cbc cBoume kangbpo-
MeHU yAauuku, pasHouBemHu ¢acagu, pecmo-
paHmuyema u nasapyema.
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Welcome to Lisbon, Europe’s western-
most capital city. The Old Continent ends
with Cabo da Roca, less than 40 km from
the Portuguese capital, dropping into the
boundless waters of the Atlantic Ocean.
The earthquake of 1755, followed by a fire
and tsunami, deprived Lisbon of many his-
torical landmarks, although thanks to the
Marquis of Pombal the city quickly rose
from the ashes and ruins to stir the imagi-
nation and senses of aesthetes and travel-
lers.

Majestic churches, magnificent palaces
and countless monuments of kings and
marquises are an incessant reminder of
Lisbon’s imperial past and fabulous wealth
at the time of the Great Geographical Dis-
coveries.

The most important attributes of your Por-
tuguese adventure are comfortable shoes,
a camera with a large enough memory
card, and an insatiable appetite. Get ready
to wander the city’s steep streets that often
pass into steps, to marvel at the lovely blue
ceramic tiles (azulejos) on the facades, to
delight in windows with colourful wooden
shutters and covered in begonias, minia-
ture balconies with proudly waving linen, to
listen to fado and cry soul-cleansing tears,
regardless of whether you understand Por-
tuguese or not.

Like many other magical cities, Lisbon nes-
tles in the gentle embrace of seven steep
hills. The Neo-Gothic wrought iron lattice
of the 45-metre Santa Justa Lift that links
the shopping street with Carmo Square
(which commands a bird’s eye view of the
city) leaves you with the unforgettable feel-
ing that you are not only travelling up the
city but also back in time. The old pictur-
esque Alfama district seems to spread on
the slopes below S&o Jorge Castle with its
cobbled lanes, colourful facades, restau-
rants and bazaars.
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MOPEIIAABATEAM
1 MOPCKHI AAPOBE

SEAFARERS AND SEAFOOD

YxaHuemo Ha nopkeHa puba, z2aegkama kom
Mamewama wup Ha okeaHa, bapoBeme, kvge-
mo Beuep ce Aee BuHo u bago, ca cnocobHu ga
omkpagHam cbpuemo gopu Ha Hau-3akopaBeaus
nbmewecmBeruk. CmpyBa cu ga ce Bugu u ,Bu-
3umkama“ Ha AucaboH — Hakoako npouymu 3abe-
Ae>kumenHocmu, BkalouBawu akBegykma Azyaw
Aubpuw, npekpacHus MamemHuk Ha omkpuBame-
Aume — kameHeH kopab, noHecba Ha 6opga Be-
aukume nopmyzancku mopenaaBameau Ha peuc
npe3 Bpememo u npocmpaHcmBomo, u kyaama
Benewm.

Ho kbgemo u ga omugeme, goAumawiume om
Bcuuku cmpaHu BkycHu yxaHus, 8 cbuemaHue ¢
HanbAHO pa3yMHUME UEHU Ha sicmusima, 3anAauw-
Bam ga nogpoHsm pewumocmma Bu Ha noumeHu
mypucmu. 3awomo, makap ga Hocu u3BecmHa
npuauka cbc cpegusemHomopckama kyxHs, mpa-
guuuoHHama nopmyaancka kyaupaHus e u gocma
pasauvHa - Hau-Beuve brazogapeHue Ha cnome-
Hume om konoHuaaHama enoxa. Om 2epouyHu-
me BpemeHa, kozamo EHpuke MopennaBamens
Hape)kga Ha kanumaHume Ha cBosma promuaus
ga moBapsm Ha kopabume BcakakBu HenosHamu
naogoBe u nognpaBku. BrazogapeHue Ha koemo
eBponeuuume 3a nopBu nom BkycBam gomamu,
kapmodu u gopu 4au, u nosHaBam npenecmma Ha
nupu-nupu (nacma om yxkacHo AlomuBu uepBeHu
uywku), uepHus nunep, kanenama u wadpana.

The smell of fried fish, the expanse of the
ocean, and the bars where wine and fado
flow in the night, are able to capture the
heart of even the most hardened travel-
ler. It is also worth seeing Lisbon’s “calling
card” — several famous landmarks, includ-
ing the Aguas Livres Aqueduct, the won-
derful Monument to the Discoveries — a
stone ship, carrying the great Portuguese
discoverers on a journey through time and
space, and the Belem Tower.

But wherever you go, the mouth-watering
aromas hitting your senses from all sides,
combined with the quite reasonable food
prices, threaten to undermine your iron
resolve not to succumb. Despite a certain
similarity with Mediterranean cuisine, tradi-
tional Portuguese cuisine is also quite dif-
ferent — mainly due to memories from the
colonial era. From the heroic times when
Henry the Navigator ordered the captains
of his fleet to load any kind of unknown
fruits and spices onto the ships. Thanks to
which the Europeans got their first taste
of tomatoes, potatoes and even tea, and
came to know the pleasure of Piri-Piri (a
paste of dreadfully hot chillies), black pep-
per, cinnamon and saffron.
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3A JARYCRA -

N shYAUETA!

POMEO

FOR BREARFAST - ROMEO

AND JULIET!

MHmepecHa e gpagauusma B npogbAkumeAHoc-
mma u obuaHocmma Ha ocHoBHUme scmus. Tyk
3akyckama e Aeka, Ho He e npocma — kade, kud-
Auuka UAu puAaus xas6 c ... Pomeo u XKyauema! B
AucaboH ucmopusma Ha gBamama BalobeHu He
3aBvpwBa mpazuyHo, 3awomo myk me3u gymuu-
ku o3HauaBam gloneB mapmanag c peseH y3ps-
Ao cupeHe! CbuemaHuemo om caagko-kuceaus
Bkyc Ha usneueHus Ha CAbHUE MapManag u Aeko
coneHomo oBue cupeHe e monkoBa Alobumo Ha
nopmyzaAuume, 4e me Hepsigko nogHacsm masu
AumepamypHa 3akycka kamo npegscmue uau ge-
cepm. 3a 0bsg - oxaloBu? Odecemku ylomHu ma-
BepHu (tascas) no yauukume Ha AucaboH npeg-
Aazam moBa AakomcmBo (caracdis), ocobeHo
npe3 Asmomo, kozamo 20 noAuBam 0BUAHO C Ae-
geHocmygeHa HaAuBHa bupa. HenpemeHHo mpsi6-
Ba ga onumame u "6akangy" (Bacalhau), moecm
coneHa mpecka, kosmo moxke ga ce czomBu no
365 pasauuHu HauvuHu. Bceku pezuoH Ha [Mop-
myaaAus cu uma cBou yHukaneH cneuuaaumem
¢ bakansy, kosmo cu ocmaBa u Hau-nonyAsipHO-
mo nopmyzancko me3se. Mankume pecmopaHm-
yema mamsm usaaagHeAus NnbmHuk ¢ usobuaue
om mopcku geaukamecu, gocmaBsHu Bcska
CYmpuH om pubHus nasap - capguHu Ha ckapa
(sardinhas assadas), naBpak, noAHeHU kaamapu,
aHwoa u puba meuy, mugu, ckapugu, cmpugu,
omapu u pauu... [py2o mpaguuuoHHo sicmue e
pubHama sxHusa Caldeirada, koamo ce npuzomBs
om caagkoBogHa puba, Mopcka puba u 3eneHuy-
uu. TalHama cecmaBka 3a HenoBmopumus Bkyc
Ha kangeupaga e kombuHauusima om 6sa0 BuHo,
3exmuH u nognpaBku (nupu-nupu, YepeH nunep,
gkuHgkupun u uecoH), koumo ce cmecBam
npegBapumenHo B egHopogHa ambpoaus, kosmo
npugaBa HeBeposmHus Bkyc. CepBupa ce ¢ aeko
npeneyeH xasib.
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It is interesting to see the gradation in
the duration and abundance of the main
meals. Breakfast here is light, but not sim-
ple — coffee, buns or a slice of bread with
... Romeo and Juliet! In Lisbon the story of
the two star-crossed lovers does not end in
tragedy, because here these words mean
quince marmalade with a slice of mature
cheese! The combination of the sweet-sour
taste of the sun-baked marmalade and the
slightly salty sheep’s cheese is such a fa-
vourite of the Portuguese that they often
serve this literary breakfast for starters or
as dessert. Snails for lunch? Dozens of
cosy taverns (tascas) in the streets of Lis-
bon offer this treat (caracois), especially in
summer when it is washed down with plenty
of ice-cold beer. You should definitely also
try bacalhau, i.e. salted cod that can be
cooked in 365 different ways. Each region
of Portugal has its own unique bacalhau
speciality, which is the most popular Por-
tuguese appetizer. Small restaurants tempt
famished travellers with an abundance of
seafood, delivered every morning fresh
from the fish market — grilled sardines
(sardinhas assadas), bass, stuffed squid,
anchovy and swordfish, mussels, prawns,
oysters, lobsters and crabs... Another tra-
ditional dish is caldeirada, a fish stew con-
sisting of a wide variety of freshwater and
sea fish, and vegetables. The secret ingre-
dient that lends caldeirada its unique taste
is a combination of white wine, olive oil and
spices (piri-piri, black pepper, ginger and
garlic), mixed in advance in a uniform am-
brosia that gives the dish its amazing taste.
Served with lightly toasted bread.
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PORTUGUESA ®
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HATI-MAAA

OTO BIHO,

HAN-CTAPOTO KAQE
THE, YOUNGEST WINE,
THE OLDEST CAFE

Ako npegnoyumame ga ce nogkpenume Habop3o,
om6uume ce B Hakou kuock (quiosque). ToBa ca
ovapoBamenHu manku aaBku Hacpeg napkoBe-
me u okono ocHoBHUme 3abenedkumenHocmu Ha
AucaboH, koumo npegrazam uguauueH gekop 3a
Aeko noxanBae, kade uau kokmela. Tyk moxke-
me ga onumame pubeHa uopba (sopa de peixe)
camo 3a Hskonko eBpo moHemu, caHgBuu cbc
coneHa mpecka u yawa om 3HameHumomo vinho
verde, uau "3eneHo BuHO" - MAago, cbBcem Aeko
2asupaHo no ecmecmBeH nbm 6570 BuHO om ce-
BepHume obracmu Ha Mopmyaanus.

Ako nbk uckame ga ce nozaesume ¢ bpasuncko
kade u cnagkuw, Bresme B Hskos caagkapHuua
u gezycmupaime e¢upHU HacAagu, Cbyemanu
Hau-gobpomo om usA cBam. MpuzomBsHu HaBpe-
mMemo B maHacmupume om HeXkHUmMe npbcmu
Ha MOHaxXuHu, cAagkuwume 6uau cpegcmBo 3a
ocuzypsaBaHe Ha gonbAHUMEAEH NpuXog Ha BoXKu-
Aama obumen. 3apagu moBa mBopeHusma Hocsm
BbAHyBawu umeHa kamo "nbna Ha MoHaxuHsma"
(barriga de freira), "aHzencka epvg" (papos de
anjo) u "HebeceH BekoH" (toucinho do ceu). On-
umatme bo>kecmBeHusi opu3oB nyguHz C AUMOH
u kaHena (arroz doce) uau naHguwnaHoBa mop-
ma (pao de Lo), HanoeHa ¢ AumMoHOB u nopmo-
kanoB cok, mageupa, nopmo u kaHeaa. Viau nok
Ae2eHgapHama mapmanema ¢ suueH kpem (pastel
de nata), kosmo ce nogHacs ¢ monka kaHeaeH
cnagoneg. AucaboHuume ce kbAHam, ue mosu
cAagkuw mps6Ba ga ce onuma He gpyzage, a 8
3HaMeHumama caagkapHuua Pasteis de Belem
(Rua Belém 84-92), nocmpoeHa Ha MACMOmMo Ha
3axapHa paduHepus om Havaromo Ha XIX Bek.
CmpyBa cu ga Hag3bpHeme u B Hau-cmapomo ka-
¢eHe B AucaboH, Cafe Martinho da Arcada (Praga
do Comércio N2 3) omBopunao Bpamu npes 1782.
Tyk obuuan ga ugBa npouymusm noem QepHaHgo
Mecoa, 3amoBa HezoBa Alobuma maca 20 ouakBa
go gHec.

If you prefer a quick snack, pop into the
nearest kiosk (quiosque). These are
charming small stalls in parks and around
the city’s main attractions, which provide
an idyllic setting for a light snack, coffee or
cocktail. Here you can try fish soup (sopa
de peixe) for less than three euro, a salty
cod sandwich and a glass of the famous
vinho verde, literally "green wine", but
meaning young wine - a naturally slightly
sparkling white wine from northern Portu-
gal.

But if you want to indulge in Brazilian cof-
fee and sweets, pop into a coffee shop
and sample various delights combining the
best from around the world. Prepared by
the nimble hands of nuns in the past, the
desserts were a means of ensuring addi-
tional income for the convents. This is why
these creations have exciting names like
“a nun’s belly” (barriga de freira), “angel's
double chin” (papos de anjo) and “bacon
from heaven” (toucinho do ceu). Try the di-
vine rice pudding with lemon and cinnamon
(arroz doce) or the sponge cake (pao de
lo), soaked in lemon and orange juice, Ma-
deira, port wine and cinnamon. Or the cus-
tard tart (pastel de nata) that is served with
cinnamon ice-cream. The locals insist that
this egg tart should be eaten in no other
place than the famous Pasteis de Belem
coffee shop (Rua Belém 84-92), built in the
place of a former sugar refinery from the
early 19th century. It is also worth while vis-
iting Lisbon’s oldest cafe, the Cafe Martin-
ho da Arcada (Praga do Colegendary mér-
cio 3) which opened doors in 1782. Once
frequented by the famous poet Fernando
Pessoa, his favourite table still awaits him
today.



MAAO U TIOPTO
FADO AND PORTO

TunuuHama lokHawka Beueps 3anouBa koc-
HO u npogbnakaBa go noayHow. Moxkeme ga
ce nogkpenume c Hskoe mpaguuuoHHO fic-
mue, Hanpumep cozido a Portuguesa uau nok
Feijoada - npeHeceHa om Bpasuaus pobcka
maHgka om 606 u obpesku. LleHumeaume
Ha cupeHama mMozam ga onumam MecmHume
cneuuanumemu om ko3e u oBue masko kamo
npegacmue uau Bmecmo gecepm. Hau-npouy-
momo nopmyaancko oBue cupeHe e Queijo da
Serra, koemo ce npaBu B8 pauoHa Ha Cepa ga
Ewpena. MpuzomBs ce camo npe3 3umama, a
maskomo ce 3acupBa cvbc cmpum mazapewku
BOgUA.

Hau-xy6aBomo ugBa Hakpas: ¢ago, nopmo,
CbA3U U gyweBeH kamap3suc.
Hau-npekpacHomo mscmo ga ce nomonume
B goAbokume Bogu Ha cbgbama, AloboBHama
Mbka u Hocmaan2uuHama nopmyzancka gywa
e Hsakos manka casa do fado no mecHume
yAauuku Ha kBapmana Mypapus, pogHomo msc-
mo Ha dagomo. Tyk mysukama ce Aee cnoH-
maHHO om 3aBegeHusma u umnpoBu3upaHume
noguymu Hacpeg yauuama, myk ce Hamupa u
Hau-cmapama ¢ago wkoaa 3a oHe3u, koumo
uckam ga Hayyam Heuwo noBeue 3a moBa ma-
2uyHo uskycmBo. Mopvuaume cu BuHo — kak-
Bomo u ga usbepeme, Hava ga cbbpkame — u
ce npuzomBeme ga ce Hanaaueme Ha Boas ¢
yucmu, Bv3parkgawu gywama CbA3u, 3auomo
He3zaBucumo gaau pasbupame mekcma uaAu
omezamBame uHmyumuBHo clokema Ha ne-
ceHma, cmpyHume Ha nopmyzanckama kuma-
pa we gokocHam gywama Bu.

Mo me3u 3emu ce npaBu BuHO om He3anomHe-
Hu BpemeHa. CeBepHa Mopmyaaaus ce caaBu
cbc cBoume Ao3apcku mMacuBu no goAuHama
Ha peka [Oypo u c nabmHume, apomamHu
uepBeHu BuHa. Hau-npouymama Hanumka
BeposamHo e nopmomo, koemo o6ukHoBeHO
ce nogHacs ¢ gecepma u ce omauvaBa ¢ 60-
2am, cuneH apomam. TbHkocmma B8 npous-
BogcmBomo Ha nopmomo e gobaBsHemo Ha
6peHgu Manko npegu ga e 3aBbpwuA npoue-
cobm Ha depmeHmauusma. Mageupama e gpye
npouym geaukamec, koumo Ha npakmuka
npegcmaBasBa nopmo, koemo ce nogepsBa
go memnepamypa 50 2pagyca no Lleasud 8
meueHue Ha NOAOBUH 2oguHa
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The typical southern dinner starts late and lasts un-
til midnight. After an exhausting day, full of impres-
sions, you can enjoy a traditional dish, abounding
in different types of meat, beans, potatoes and
spices (for example, cozido a Portuguesa or Fei-
joada — a dish of beans and trimmings once eaten
by slaves and brought to Portugal from Brazil), or
visit a tapas bar as the iconic Tagide (Largo da Ac-
ademia Nacional de Belas Artes 18-20), housed in
a beautiful 18th century building, with dark wooden
floors, walls made of wine bottles and a breathtak-
ing city view, where you can enjoy a green cream
soup (caldo verde) or clams in white wine and gar-
lic (ameijoas a Bulhao Pato).

Cheese lovers can try the local specialties made
of goat or sheep’s milk either as starters or instead
of dessert. The most famous Portuguese sheep’s
cheese is Queijo da Serra, which is made in the
mountainous region of Serra da Estrela. It is made
only in winter and the milk is coagulated by using a
local shredded thistle.

The best comes last: fado, port wine, tears and
spiritual catharsis.

The best place to dive into the deep waters of
fate, heartache and the nostalgic Portuguese soul
is a small casa do fado in the narrow streets of
Mouraria district, the native place of fado. Here the
music flows spontaneously from the restaurants
and improvised podiums in the middle of the street,
and it is also the location of the oldest fado school
for those who want to learn something more about
this magical art. Order some wine — whatever you
choose, you can't go wrong — and get ready to cry
freely with pure, soul-reviving tears, for regardless
of whether you understand the lyrics or whether
you intuitively guess the content of the song, the
chords of the Portuguese guitar will touch your
soul.

Wine has been made in these lands from time im-
memorial. Northern Portugal is famous for its vine-
yards along the Douro river valley and with its full-
bodied, aromatic red wines. The most famous drink
is probably port wine which is usually served with
dessert and has a distinct rich and strong flavour.
The trick in the production of port wine is to add a
little brandy just before the fermentation process is
completed. Madeira is another famous wine which
is actually port wine that is heated to a temperature
of 50C for six months.
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IMPHRAIOYEOVA N IITOITNHT
ADVENTURES... AND SHOPPING

YUygecHa uges e ga ce kauume Ha ,ekckyp3uoH-
Hus“ gbpBeH mpamBat 28, koumo obukans Hau-
»kuBonucHume kBapmaau Ha AucaboH UAU ga ce
noBo3ume Ha mankama >kenesHuua Buka - oco-
6eH Bug BwkeH mpamBau, koumo ce e npeBopHan
B cBoeobpaseH cumBoa Ha epaga. Tokmo ¢ mpam-
Bau 28 mokeme ga cmugHeme go npouvymus ,na-
3ap Ha kpagnama“ Qelpa ga Aagpa 8 kBapmaa
Andama (pabomu BbB BmopHuk u cvbboma), ko-
gemo ce npogaBam cyBeHupu ¢ ucmopus, ek3o-
muyHu nognpaBku, Hakumu u HenpemeHUuuo3Hu
aHmuku.

TpbveHeme no caegume Ha yHukanHus apxumek-
MypeH CMUA MaHyeAuHbo, koumo gamupa om
cpegama Ha XV Bek u Hocu umemo Ha kpan Ma-
HyeA. Cmuabm npegcmaBaaBa BvawebHa cmecu-
ua om 2omuuecku, maBpumancku u eksomuuHu
enemMeHmu, a no3HaBauyume 20 onpegeasm kamo
nopmyaancko BobapakgaHe, mvu kamo pasuBe-
mbm My cbBnaga ¢ BopxoBHomo mozbwecmBo Ha
kpancmBomo. Hau-npouymume cepagu B8 mosu
cmun ca kynama Cay BuHcenme B Benem, ma-
Hacmupom 8 Baman, kpanckama pesugeHuus 8
CuHmpa u AucaboHckama Kamegpana.

3a He monkoBa 06BesiH ¢ MmecmHama kyamypa, HO
nbk gocma u32ogeH wonuHz MoXkeme ga npob-
Bame HskoUu om 2oAnemume aymaem ueHmpoBe
- gake aymnem gpaguema - 8 nokpauHuHume
Ha AucaboH. Kamo Freeport, koumo ce Hamupa
B8 >kuBonucHomo 2pague Aakoueme, Ha gBaucem
MUHYmMU om ueHmbvpa Ha AucaboH. Mau kamo
Campera Outlet Shopping, nopBus ¢abpuueH
aymaem ueHmup B8 Mopmyzanus u eguH om Hal-
2onemume B EBpona. KoHuenuusma? B Hag 120
MazasuHa Bogewu cBemoBHu gusauHepu pa3npo-
gaBam cmapume cu koaekuuu, 6e3 ga HakbpHam
umemo u npecmuka cu. B onpegeaneHu MomeHmu
om 2oguHama myk mokeme ga cu kynume opu-
2uHaAHU Aykco3Hu cmoku ¢ HamaneHue go 70%.

A great idea is to board the legendary
wooden tram 28, which goes around Lis-
bon’s most picturesque neighbourhoods,
or to take a ride on the small Bica funicu-
lar that has become a kind of symbol of
the city. Tram 28 will take you to the fa-
mous fleemarket Feira da Ladra (market of
thieves) in the Alfama quarter (held every
Tuesday and Saturday), where historical
souvenirs, exotic spices, ornaments and
unpretentious antiques are sold.

Set off on the tracks of the unique archi-
tectural style Manueline, which dates from
the mid-15th century and is named after
King Manuel. The style is a enchanting
mixture of Gothic, Moorish and exotic ele-
ments that is often defined as the Portu-
guese Renaissance since its heyday coin-
cided with the time the kingdom was at its
most powerful. The most famous buildings
in this style are the Sao Vicente Tower in
Belem, Batalha Monastery, the royal resi-
dence in Sintra, and Lisbon Cathedral.
The name of shopping is ... Freeport and
Campera! Freeport is located in the pictur-
esque town of Alcochete, 20 minutes from
downtown Lisbon, offering a combination
of magnificent scenery, authentic archi-
tecture and a haven of designer shops. A
bus shuttle service operates twice a day in
both directions. Campera Outlet Shopping
is the first factory outlet centre in Portu-
gal and one of the largest in Europe. The
concept? In over 120 shops the world’s
leading designers and manufacturers sell
huge quantities of their products, without
damaging their reputation or prestige. This
is the place to buy original luxury goods at
a 70% discount.

Arpil 2024
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HA AS

MeHmama u g>kogkeHom ca gBa om Hau-ynoumeAHUme U obuyaHu AemHu apomamu.

akBo e meHma u kakBo - gxkogkeH?

To3u Bvnpoc e 06bpkBan MHO20

BbAzapcku kyAuHapu npes 20guHu-

me. Ho BcbwHocm omzoBopvm e
cvBcem npocm: egHO U Cbwo €. 3a ga cmMe No-
mouHu, gkogkeHom (Menta Spicata, HapuuaH
Ha aHzAaulcku Spearmint) e egHa om MHoXe-
cmBomo pasHoBugHocmu Ha poga meHma. B
cynepmapkemume Bce no-uecmo moxkeme ga
omkpueme u m. Hap. "yuepHa meHma" - Menta
Piperita, uau peppermint Ha aHaauucku. Ts e
BcowHocm kpbcmocka mexkgy gobpe nosHa-
mus Hu g>kogkeH u BogHa MmeHma.

TAKA YE MEHTATA HE E HUKAKBA HO-
BOCT: 8 6buma Ha BbA2zapume msa e npu-
cbcmBana B npogbrkeHue Ha BekoBe. CBe-
>kusm U apomam ce npuema 3a ecmecmBeH
u >kenaH He camo B uas, HO cbwo B canyHu,
wamnoaHu u nacmu 3a 3vbbu, B8 Hakou Aekap-
cmBa, kakmo u npu caagkapcku usgeaus.
MeHnmoBume gvbBku u 6oHB0OHU BuHazu ga
6uAu egHo om AlobMume AakomcmBa 3a ge-
uama. Mpe3 Asmomo egHa om munuyHume
Hanumku ¢ gyx Ha kypopmHo-omnyckap-
cka 6eamemexkHocm e MeHmoBkama ¢ Aeg.
Heka go6aBum, ue 6e3 npscHa MeHma eguH
om Hau-nonyAsipHume AemHu kokmeuau 6u
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Ho kakBa e Bpv3kama meXkgy max?

Tekem ACEH BOPUCAABOB / ®Domozpadus iS;I'OCK .

6un HeBb3amoxkeH. CmaBa gyma 3a Be3geco-
womo ,Moxumo”.

Ho ceza uHmepecom koM moBa pacmeHue ce
paszaps ¢ HoBa cuAa 3apagu MHO206poUHUME
noA3u, koumo my ce npunucBam. lNpenopou-
Bam 20 3a omcaabBaHe, npu guxameAHu, Cbp-
geyHo-cbgoBu, HEeBpPoAOZ2UYHU U CMOMaWwHU
npobaemMu, a cbWwo npu genpecuu u kamo Aeko
6onkoycnokosBawo cpegcmBo.

APEBHUAT NMPOU3XO0[AO, kakmo u nonyasp-
HOocmma My om MHO20 cmapu BpemeHa ficHO
Auyam om gpbukama mumoanozusi. Cnopeg no-
NyAIPHUS MUMOAO2UYeH paska3 pacmeHuemo
HOCUu umemo Ha Humdama MuHma, B8 kosmo
6oz Xagec 6un BalobeH. HezoBama cvnpyza
MNepcedoHa, peBHUBa u ommbcmumenHa kamo
noBeuemo gamu Ha OAumn, wom pasbpana 3a
masu emouuoHanHa Bpvaka, HanpaBuna mazus
u npeBovpHana HUMdama B8 pacmeHue. Hamano
kak ga ce pasBaau mazusma, movu kamo npu
gesHusima Ha 6ozoBeme HsAMa 3ageH Xog, HO
Xagec kamo manka komneHcauus gapuA pac-
meHuemo ¢ npusmHo cBexk apomam, koumo
ce pasHacsa npu Besiko gokocBaHe.

Y Hac MeHmama e no3Hama npegumMHo kamo
AekoBuma 6unka, om kosmo ce npaBam uato-
Be u pasHu AeuebHu Hacmouku. Om meHma ce

u3BAuuya u MeHmoAoBo macao ¢ wupoko npu-
noXkeHue B kosmemukama u dapmauusma. B
Hakou cmapuHHU AekoBHuuu buakama ce npe-
nopvuBa npu 2ageHe, boaku B cmomaxa, 2na-
Boboaue, genpecus, beacvHue, kamo boakoyc-
nokosBawo u kamo aHmucenmuk. /I moBa ca
camo yacm om npunucBaHume Ha MeHmama
noaesHu cBoucmBa.

B APEBH/A PUM C MEHTA APOMATU3N-
PAAU 3AANUTE 3A MNMUPOBE. Mo oHoBa Bpe-
Me xopama BapBaau, ye buankama nognomama
namemma u ycuaBa mo3buHume ¢pyHkuuu. U3-
BecmHo e, ue kozamo nupyBa uoBek, mpsbBa
HenpeMeHHO ga e ¢ gobpa namem u CbC 3acu-
AEHU MO3b4HU dyHkuuu, nbpBo 3a ga He Bop-
wu npekaneHo 20AeMU 2AyNnOCMU U NOCAe 3a
ga MoXke ga cu 2u cnoMHU. Bnpouem ybexkge-
Huemo, Ye MeHmama cmumyAupa Mo3b4yHama
geuHocm u namemma Bce owe e akmyaAHo
U uma MeguuuHcko obsicHeHue, cBbp3aHo cbe
cbgbpXkaHuemo Ha pa3AauyHu akmuBHu Beuwe-
cmBa. MicmuHama e, ue Bb3amoXkHocmume U
ca MHo20 no-zonemu. OcBeH B koamemukama
u papmauusma msa guckpemuo npucbcmBa u
B8 kyxHama, makap uye y Hac caMo no-u3mvHue-
HU KyAuHapu ce omHacsim cepuo3Ho koM HeX-
Hume u cBe>ku 3eneHU AuCMeEHUA.




nPon3xoabT HA KYATYPHATA MEHTA
(mentha piperita) e HesiceH. CuaypHo e, ue owe
npe3 AHmMuYHocCmma pacmeHUemo e buAo wu-
poko pasnpocmpaHeHo B Asus u lOzouzmouHa
EBpona, nopagu koemo mpalHo ce e Hacma-
HUAO B mecmHume kyxHu. MHozo xopa 6bp-
kam kyamypHama meHma ¢ gxkogkeH (Mentha
spicata) u HezoBume pasHoBugHocmu. [1Beme
pacmeHus, makap u B8 cvBcem 6Au3ko pog-
cmBo, ca pasauuHu kamo apomam. MeHmama
e ¢ no-cBeX u aAlomuBo caagHukaB apomam.
TpygHo e uoBek ga cu npegcmaBu npecHu
f20gu ¢ gkogrkeH, HO AUCMeHUama om MmeHma
mam Bbpwam npekpacHa paboma. BcowHocm
kyamypHama Mentha piperita € nonyyeHa om
kpvcmocBaHemo Ha Mentha aquatica (BogHa
MeHma) u Mentha spicata (g>kogrkeH). I mpu-
me pasHoBugHocmu ca om cem. YecmouBemHu.
Y Hac ca pasnpocmpaHeHu gecemuHa Buga
guBa meHma. Pacme Hau-uecmo B ceHuecmu u
MouypAuBu mecma. Hau-nogxogswomo Bpeme
3a bpaHe e npe3 loau u aBaycm.

Heka Bugum kakBo moyke npscHama meHma B
kyxHama. Cowo kamo MHO20 gpyau nognpaB-
ku B muHanomo u ms ce e npugBukBansa om
uamok Ha 3anag. OcobeHo xapakmepHa e 3a
opueHmanckume kyxHu. Hskou gobpe nosHa-
mu saicmus B opuzguHaaHume cu u3mouHu Ba-

puaHmu ce nognpaBam c Aucma om npscHa
MeHma.

TBbPAE XAPAKTEPEH MPUMEP E TAPATO-
PbT, koimo B Typuusa ce Hapuua gxkagrkvk u
obuvauHo Bmecmo c konbp ce nognpaBs cvc
CUMHO Haps3aHu Aucma om mMeHma. Mo co-
wust HauuH ce npegaaza u B MpaH, amkbegemo
Bnpouem ma3su knacuuuecka psmHa cmygeHa
cyna npousxoXga. OpuauHanHama AuBaHcka
canama ,TabyAu” cbwo ce npaBu ¢ Aucma om
MeHma, a He ¢ MazgaHo3, kakmo obukHoBe-
HO s npegrazam y Hac. B TalaaHg ¢ meHma
npaBsm canamu Ha ocHoBama Ha nuaewko
meco. B OXkeH BuemHam uyecmo nogHacsm
cBexkume Aucma kamo gobaBka kbm pasauuHu
acmus.

AlobonumHo e, ue go XVII Bek u B EBpona
MeHmama e 6una mBbpge nonyaspHa kamo
nognpaBka, Ho Bek no-kbcHO nopagu HesicHu
NPUYUHU € omCcMmbNUAa Npeg gpyau apomamu.
Ceza meHmama ce 3aBpvwa, 3a ga ocBexku
u ga npugage ek3omuueH npuBkyc Ha MHO20
scmus. Hau-ocezameAHo e npucbemBuemo U
npu gecepmume. B egHa naogoBa canama Hs-
konko cmpvkuema meHma cb3gaBam ycewa-
He 3a nponem. Ako Bmecmo meHma ce caoXu
gkogkeH, Bkycom cmaBa cvbBcem pasAuveH.
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BbamoxkHa e gopu acouuauusi ¢ 6obeHa vop-
6a, npu kosmo gkogkeHbm € Hewo 3agvA-
»kumeaHo. MpscHama meHma MHo20 gobpe ce
komBuHupa ¢ guHs U Nbneuwl.

NPEAN HAKOAKO roguHN CbYETAHUETO
MEHTA-LUOKOAAN uzznexkgawe kamo Hew,0
ocobeHo MogepHO u gopu ekcmpaBazaHmHo.
[Hec Beue He npaBu ocobeHo BneuvamaeHue.
MeHmama cmou gobpe B8 caramu ¢ kyc-kyc
u kuHoa. lMpu Hsakou MecHU sicmus (Hanpumep
nuae) meHmoBusim coc CbwoO CMOU HanbAHO
AO2UYHO.

EcmecmBeHo, Hau-wupoko e npucomBuemo U
npu gecepmume. Tam msa yyacmBa 8 cuponu,
AUMOHagu, cragoaegu, kpemoBe u m.H.
MeHmama uma egHo cepuo3Ho npegumcmBo.
T He e ocobeHo npemeHUUO3Ha 3a omeaaeX-
gaHe u necHo ce xBawa B cakcus. Moxke cno-
koUHo ga cu s 3aBbgume Ha bankoHa, 3a ga
Bu e nog pvka B usaama U ocBexkaBawa npe-
Aecm, BuHazu kozamo Bu nomps6Ba. MeHma-
ma umMa u owe egHo He3ameHumMo cBolcmBo,
3a koemo psagko ce zoBopu. Ka3Bam, ue no-
Mazana 3a nogobpsBaHe Ha HacmpoeHuemo.
Kak mouHo 20 npaBu, He e icHO, HO BuAo go-
kasaHo. Koemo cuzypHo s npaBu maka >kenaH
u xapecBaH apomam 3a Aamomo. Il
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THE SCENT
OF SUMMER

Spearmint and peppermint are two of the most intoxicating
and beloved summer aromas. But what is the relationship

between them?

By YASEN BORISLAVOV / Photography iSTOCK

hat is the difference between spear-
mint (called 'dzhodzhen' in Bulgar-
ian) and peppermint? This question
has confused many Bulgarian food-
ies over the years. But the actual answer is quite
simple: it is the same. To be more precise, spear-
mint (Menta Spicata) is one of the many varieties
of the mint genus. In supermarkets, you can also
find peppermint - Menta Piperita. It is actually a
cross between our well-known spearmint and wa-
ter mint.
So mint is nothing new: it has been present in the life
of Bulgarians for centuries. Its natural fresh aroma
is desirable not only in tea, but also in soaps, sham-
poos and toothpaste, in some medicines, as well
as in confectionery. Peppermint chewing gum and
candy have always been a favourite with children.
In summer, a typical drink symbolic of a carefree
and relaxing holiday spirit is créme de menthe with
ice. And let’s not forget that one of the most popu-
lar summer cocktails — the omnipresent Mojito —
would be impossible without fresh mint leaves.

IT SEAMS THAT THE REASON for the revived in-
terest in this plant are the many benefits attributed
to it. It is recommended for slimming, for respira-
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tory, cardio-vascular, neurological and stomach
problems, as well as for depressions and as a mild
painkiller.

Its ancient origin, as well as its popularity since an-
cient times are clearly evidenced in Greek mythol-
ogy. According to a popular mythological story, the
plant is named for the naiad Minthe, with whom the
God Hades fell in love. But once she heard of his
romance, his wife Persephone, jealous and vindic-
tive as most ladies on Mount Olympus, cast a spell
and turned the naiad into a plant. The spell could
not be broken, because the acts of gods cannot be
undone, but as a small compensation, Hades en-
dowed the plant with a pleasant fresh aroma that
spread at every touch.

IN BULGARIA PEPPERMINT IS KNOWN mainly
as a medicinal herb, used for making teas and
various medicinal infusions. Peppermint oil, an
essential oil that is widely used in the cosmetics
industry and pharmaceutics, is extracted from pep-
permint. Some old herbal manuals recommend
the herb for nausea, stomach pain, headache, de-
pression, insomnia, as a painkiller and antiseptic.
These are just some of the useful properties at-
tributed to mint. In ancient Rome, peppermint was

used to aromatise the venues of feasts. In those
days people believed that the herb aided memory
and stimulated brain function. It is known that when
feasting, you should keep your wits about you to
avoid doing foolish things you don’t remember af-
terwards. Peppermint helped. In fact, the convic-
tion that peppermint stimulates brain activity and
memory has a medical explanation, related to the
content of the various active substances in it. But
the truth is that its potential is much bigger. Besides
in cosmetics and pharmaceutics, it is also discreet-
ly present in the kitchen, even if in Bulgaria only
sophisticated gourmets truly appreciate its tender
and fresh green leaves.

THE ORIGIN OF PEPPERMINT (Mentha piperita)
is unknown. What is known is that already in antig-
uity the plant was widespread in Asia and South-
east Europe, due to which it found a lasting place
in local cuisines. Many people confuse peppermint
with spearmint (Mentha spicata) and its varieties.
The two plants, although closely related, differ in
aroma. Peppermint has a fresher and hot sweet-
ish taste. It's difficult to imagine fresh strawberries
with spearmint, but the mint leaves do a great job
there. In fact, Mentha piperita is a cross between



Mentha aquatica (watermint) and Mentha spicata
(spearmint). All three varieties are perennial plants.
About a dozen types of wild mint grow in Bulgaria.
They grow most often in shady and marshy places
and are best picked in July or August .

LET’S SEE WHAT FRESH MINT can do in the
kitchen. Like many other spices, in the past it, too,
moved from East to West. It is particularly typical of
Oriental cuisine. Some well-known dishes in their
original eastern variations are seasoned with fresh
mint leaves. A typical example is tarator, which in
Turkey is called cac k and is usually seasoned
with finely chopped mint leaves instead of dill. It
is served the same way in Iran, where this tradi-
tional cold soup actually originates. The original
Lebanese Tabbouleh salad is also made with mint
leaves, rather than only with parsley as it is usually
served in Bulgaria. In Thailand, mint is used as a
basis for chicken salads. In South Vietnam, fresh
mint leaves are often served as a side dish.

ODDLY, RIGHT UP TO THE XVII CENTURY pep-
permint was very popular as a spice in Europe, too,
but a century later, for unknown reasons, it gave
way to other aromas. Now peppermint is coming

back to pep up and lend an exotic flavour to many
dishes. Its presence is most noticeable in desserts.
In a fruit salad, a few sprigs of peppermint cre-
ate a sense of spring. And if you use spearmint
instead of peppermint, you get quite a different
taste. It could even be associated with bean soup,
where spearmint is an absolute must. Fresh pep-
permint goes very well with both watermelon and
sugar melon. A few years ago, the mint-chocolate
combination was particularly fashionable and even
extravagant. Today you don’t think twice about it.
Peppermint is great with couscous and quinoa sal-
ads. Mint sauce is also excellent with some meat
dishes (e.g. chicken).

Of course, it is most often used in desserts. It is part
of syrups, lemonades, ice-creams, cr mes, etc.

PEPPERMINT HAS ANOTHER major advantage.
It is not particularly demanding and is easily grown
in a pot. You can grow it on your balcony, to al-
ways have some fresh mint handy when you need
it. Peppermint has one final unique property that
is rarely mentioned. It is meant to be conducive
to a good mood. Exactly how, is unknown, but it
has been proven. Which is probably why it is such
a desirable and appealing aroma for summer.
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NMPABUAA 3A TNMPEBO3 HA BAIAX
MO NMNOAETUTE HA BbAITAPNA EbP

Bcuuku nomHuuu Ha ,Boazapus Evp” umam npaBo Ha npeBo3 Ha 6eanaameH poueH

6azaxk 10 ke + gamcka uaHma/aanmon B8 caaoHa, a 8 3aBucumocm om usbpaHama kaaca

u mapuda u Ha peeucmpupaH bazax (B8 bazaxkHuka Ha camonema). MNpeBo3om Ha Hazark
no pegoBHUME AUHUU € CbobpaseH U ¢ Hakou obuwiu npaBuaa u noaumukama Ha ,Boaeapus
Eop* koumo mpatBa ga umame npegBug. ABuokomnaHus ,Boaeapusa Ebp* cnasBa cucmemama
PIECE CONCEPT, 6a3upaHa Ha bpos, meaaomo U paaMepume Ha uyekupaHus bazaxk.

BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE
ON BULGARIA AIR FLIGHTS

All passengers of Bulgaria Air are entitled to free carriage of cabin baggage

10 kg + personal item/laptop, as well depending on the chosen class of service and
fare to a checked baggage (in the luggage compartment of the airplane). Baggage
transportation on regular flights is based on some general rules and the policy of
Bulgaria Air, which you should consider. Bulgaria Air baggage policy complies with
the PIECE CONCEPT system based on the quantity, weight and dimensions of
the checked-in baggage.

MPEBO3 HA BE3MNAATEH BAFAX B MOAETUTE HA EbArAPUA EbP

Bcuuku nomHuuu Ha Boazapusi Eop umam npaBo Ha npeBos Ha 6eanaameH pbueH
6azaxk B canoHa u pezucmpupaH bazaxk /8 bazaxkHuka Ha camoaema/, B 3aBucumocm
om usbpaHama mapuda. BeanaamHume Hopmu 3a 6pold U meeao Ha baszaxka Mozam ga
6ogam pasAauuHu, B 3aBucumocm om kaacama Ha nomyBaHe /6usHec uau ukoHOMUUHa/,
kakmo u om mapudama, no kosmo e usgageH burema. MNMpeBosbm Ha Hazaxk no
pegoBHUME AUHUU € CbobpaseH u ¢ Hakou obwu npaBuaa u noaumukama Ha Boazapus
Evop, koumo mpsa6Ba ga umame npegBug.

MOAUTUKA 3A MPEBO3 HA BATAX MO MOAETWU, U3MbAHABAHN OT EbATAPUA EbP
ABuokomnaHus Boazapusa Ebp BoBexkga no AuHuume cu npaBuna 3a npeBos Ha bazaxk 3a
6uaemu, usgageHu caeg 2 mad 20112. Cucmemama PIECE CONCEPT e 6a3upaHa Ha bpos,
meaA0mo U pasMepume Ha uekupaHusa 6azax.

TAPVOW BE3 PETICTPUPAH BATAX

Bceku nomHuk, 3akynua 6uaem no mapuda ¢ BkaloueH camo poueH bazax, uma npaBo ga
npeBosu B kabuHama Ha camorema beanaameH bazax, kakmo caegBa:

Knaaca Ha o6caykBaHe - ukoHomMuuHa kaaca

Habop Ha 6e3nnameH Hazaxk - 1 6pol poueH bazaxk go 10 ke u pasmepu 55x40x23 cm
(cymapHa gbakuHa go 118 cm)* u 1 gamcka yaHma/Aanmon.

*Cymama om BbHWHUME pasmMepu Ha gbmkuHama, BucoyuHama u wupoyuHama Ha
bazaxka /I+h+w/. [pu nemyBaHe om Hakoa om epvukume gecmuHauuu (CoayH, AmuHa,
Pogoc, Kopgy uau XepakauoH) pecucmpupaH 6azaxk uau cBpbxbazaxk Moxke ga bvge
3aqBeH camo upes usgamens Ha bunema uAu npe3 LleHmvpa 3a obeaykBaHe Ha kaueHmu
no umeun Ha callfb@air.bg unu meaegoH +359 2 40 20 400.

TAKCW 3A BATAX

MopBu 6pou peeucmpupaH bazaxk go 23 ke u go 158 cm*:

Takca 30 EUR - Tea ABuB (30 USD), AoHgoH (30 GBP), Magpug, Manaza, Naama ge
Matopka, BapceaoHa, AucaboH, AMcmepgam, Bplokcea, Mapuxk (LLapa goo Moa), MockB8a
(LLlepmemueBo)

Takca 20 EUR - ®parkdypm, Bepaun, Llopux (20 CHF), Mpaza, Buera, Pum-QuymuuuHo ,

MunaHo, AapHaka, Pogoc, XepakauoH, Kopdy, AmuHa

Takca 15 EUR - BapHa, Bypzac

> B cAyual Ha no-mexkbk, no-obemeH UAu gonbAHUMEAEH uekupaH bazaxk ce npurazam

cmaHgapmHume ycaoBus Ha Boazapud Eop.

> PezucmpupaH bazaxk MoXke ga 6vge 3akyneH npegu noAem Ha Aemuuie UAU Ype3

usgamens Ha buaema.

> Cymama, gonanameHa 3a pesucmpupaH bazaxk 3a buaemu, usgageHu no mapuda 6e3

peaucmpupaH 6azaxk, He nogaexku Ha BbacmaHoBaB8aHe.

> Mpume>kaHuemo Ha kapmu CCB Club, kapma Visa Platinum om LIKB, kobpaHgupaHa

kapma om LIKB u Boazapus Evop, kakmo u 3namHa kapma FLY MORE He gaBa npaBo Ha

6e3nnameH uekupaH bazak no mapuda 6e3 bazaxk.

*Cymama om BvHWHUMe pasmepu Ha gomkuHama, BucoyuHama u wupoyuHama Ha
bazaxka /I+h+w/.

IMpu nemyBaHe om Hakoa om epbukume gecmuHauuu (CoayH, AmuHa, Pogoc, Kopgy
uAu XepakauoH) peeucmpupaH bazaxk uau cBpoxbazaxk Moxke ga bvge 3aqBeH camo
ype3 usgamens Ha burema uau npes LlieHmvpa 3a obcaykBaHe Ha kaueHmu no umeda Ha
callfb@air.bg uanu meaegpoH +359 2 40 20 400.

TAPVOWU C PETICTPUPAH BATAX

Bceku nbmHuk, 3akynua 6uaem no mapuda ¢ BkaloueH peeucmpupaH 6azaxk, uma npaBo
ga npeBosu B8 bazakHuuumMe Ha camoAaema beanaameH bazaxk, kakmo caegBa:

No MEXOYHAPOOHU 1 BbTPELLHU AUHN

KAACA HA O6CAYXBAHE — BU3HEC KAACA

Hopma Ha 6e3anaameH bazaxk - 2 6posa poueH Hbazaxk ¢ 06wo meano go 15 ke. (pasmepu
55x40x23cm Bceku) u 1 gamcka uaHma/aanmon, 2 6posa peaucmpupaH 6azax, go 32ke u
go 158 cm* Beeku

BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE ON BULGARIA AIR FLIGHTS

All passengers of Bulgaria Air are entitled to free carriage of cabin baggage and checked
baggage (in the luggage compartment of the airplane) depending on the chosen fare.
Free allowances for pieces and weight of baggage may vary depending on the travel class
(business or economy) and the fare on which the ticket has been issued. Baggage trans-
portation on regular lines also conforms to some general rules and the policy of Bulgaria
Air, which you should consider.

BAGGAGE POLICY ON FLIGHTS OPERATED BY BULGARIA AIR

Bulgaria Air introduces rules for baggage carriage on its destinations for all tickets, issued
after May 2, 2011. The PIECE CONCEPT system is based on the quantity, weight and
dimensions of the checked-in baggage.

FARES WITHOUT CHECKED BAGGAGE

Each passenger who bought a ticket in a fare that includes only a hand baggage carriage,
is allowed to transport in the cabin free baggage allowance as follows:

Class of service - Economy class

Allowance for free of charge baggage - 1 piece hand baggage up to 10 kg and dimen-
sions 55x40x23cm (total length up to 118 cm)* and 1 personal item/laptop bag.

Fees for checked baggage carriage:

First piece of checked baggage up to 23 kg and up to 158 cm *:

Fee 30 EUR - Tel Aviv (30 USD), London (30 GBP), Madrid, Malaga, Palma de Mallorca,
Barcelona, Lisbon, Amsterdam, Brussels, Paris (Charles de Gaulle), Moscow (Shermetievo)
Fee 20 EUR - Frankfurt, Berlin, Zurich (20 CHF), Prague, Vienna, Rome-Fiumicino , Milan,
Larnaca, Rhodes, Heraklion, Corfu, Athens

Fee 15 EUR - Varna, Burgas

> In case of heavier, above volumes or additional piece of checked baggage, the standard
conditions of Bulgaria Air apply.

> Checked baggage can be purchased before the flight at the airport or through the issuer
of the ticket.

> The amount paid for checked baggage for tickets issued at a fare without checked bag-
gage is non-refundable.

> Possession of CCB Club card, Visa Platinum card from CCB, co-branded card from CCB
and Bulgaria Air, and FLY MORE gold card does not entitle free checked baggage on tariff
without baggage.

*The maximum allowed volume is the sum of the external length, height and width of the
baggage/I+h+w/.

When traveling from any of the Greek destinations (Thessaloniki, Athens, Rhodes, Corfu
or Heraklion) checked baggage or oversize baggage can be requested only through the
ticket issuer or through the Customer Service Center by email at callfb@air.bg or phone

+369 2 40 20 400.

FARES WITH CHECKED-IN BAGGAGE

Each passenger who bought a ticket in a fares that includes checked baggage, is allowed
to transport in the luggage compartment of the airplane free baggage allowance as fol-
lows:

INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC FLIGHTS

CLASS OF SERVICE - BUSINESS CLASS

2 pieces hand baggage with a total weight up to 15 kg (dimensions 55x40x23cm each)

and 1 personal item/laptop bag, 2 pieces checked baggage, up to 32kg and 158 cm*

each.

CLASS OF SERVICE - ECONOMY CLASS

1 piece hand baggage up to 10 kg and dimensions 55x40x23 cm (total length up to 118
m)* and 1 personal item/laptop bag, 1 piece checked baggage up to 23 kg and up to

158 cm*.

*The maximum allowed volume is the sum of the external length, height and width of the



KAACA HA OBCAY)XKBAHE — UKOHOMUWYHA KAACA

Hopma Ha 6e3naameH bazaxk - 1 6pol poueH bazak go 10 ke u pasmepu 55x40x23 cm
(cymapHa gbakuHa go 118 cm)* u 1 gamcka uaHma/aanmon, 1 6pod peaucmpupaH go
23 ke u go 158 cm*

N3KAIOYEHNA

3namHa kapma FLY MORE - 2 6pos no 23 ke u go 158 cm* Beceku**

3a 6buaemu 3anaameHu ¢ kapma VISA Platinum om LKB - 2 6pos no 23 ke u go 158 cm*
Bceku**

3a buaemu 3anaameHu ¢ kobpaHgupaHa kapma Boazapus Evp u LUKB - 2 6pod no 23 ke
u go 158 cm* Beeku**

3a uneHoBe Ha npoepamama ,CCB Club" - 2 6pos no 23 ke u go 158 cm* Beceku*™
Mopsuu - 2 6posa no 23 ke u go 158 cm* Beceku***

Bebema om 0-2 2oguHu - B cayyad, ue mapudama, no kosmo e usgageH burema

Ha Bw3pacmHuam, npugpy>kaBaw, 6e6emo, no3BoadaBa 1 6pol uekupaH bazak go

23 ke, mo 6ebemo uma npaBo Ha 1 6pol uekupaH 6azaxk go 10 ke. MpeBosom Ha
6ebewku koauuku ce uzBopwBa 6eanaamHo, Ho me caegBa 3agbakumenHo ga ce
npegaBam u noayyaBam HenocpegcmBeHo npu kauBaHe/cAudaHe Ha/om camoAema.
ABuokomnaHusma He Hocu omeoBopHocm 3a wemu B pesyamam Ha mpaHcnopmupaHe
no 6azaxkHume AeHmu B cayuad, ue koauukama He e npegageHa/noAyyeHa Ha/om
camonema.

*Cymama om BvHWHUMe pasmepu Ha gomkuHama, BucoyuHama u wupoyuHama Ha
b6azaka /I +h+w/. [TemHukom Mmoxke ga npeBo3Ba u noBeye om 6eanramHama Hopma
bazak cpelly gonbAHUMEAHO 3anaawaHe. Tpemu 6azaxk ce makcyBa no makcama 3a
mpemu cBpoxbazax.

** Ako 6bunemume Bu ca 3ananameHu B caima Ha komnaHuama, kakmo u 8 cayyaume Ha:
npumexkaHue Ha 3namHa kapma FLY MORE, uneHcmBo B npoepamama CCB Club, uau
3a buremu, 3annameHu ¢ kobpaHgupaHa kapma om LIKE u Bvaeapus Evp uau kapma
Visa Platinum om LIKB, e Heobxogumo ga ce cBbpkeme ¢ Hac Ha mea +359 2 4020 400
uAu Ha e-meln callfb@air.bg 3a npeusgaBaHe Ha burema ¢ npaBo Ha 2 6pos beanarameH
bazaxk.

*** 3a ga ce Bv3non3Bame om ycroBusma Hu 3a npeBo3 Ha MOpPAUU e HeobXxogumo
burema ga bbge usgageH B no cneuuasHa mopAwka mapuga. 3a noBeue uHpopmauus
u pesepBauus moxkeme ga ce obbpHeme koM LleHmvpa 3a obcaykBaHe Ha kaueHmu
Ha mea +359 2 4020 400 uau Ha e-meun callfb@air.bg, blopama Ha aBuokomnaHusma B
cmpaHama u YykbuHa, kakmo u ypes aezeHmckama mpexka.

MpumeskaHuemo Ha kapmu CCB Club, Visa Platinum om LIKB, kobpaHgupaHa kapma om
LIKB u Boaeapus Ebp, kakmo u 3namua kapma FLY MORE He gaBa npaBo Ha 6eanaameH
gonbAHUMEAEH uekupaH 6azaxk no mapuda 6e3 bazax.

MpaBomo Ha gBa bpos bazaxk 3a npumexkameau Ha 3namHa kapma FLY MORE u CCB
Club u 3a 6buaemu, 3anaameHu ¢ kobpaHgupaHa kapma Boazapusa Eop u LIKB, kakmo u
kapma Visa Platinum om LIKB, e camo 3a noaemu, npu koumo onepupau, npeBosBau e
aBuokomnaHusa Boazapus Eop.

TAKCU 3A CBPBbXBATAX - MEXXOAYHAPOOHU AUHAU

3a mezno Ha bazaxka Mexkgy 23 ke u 32 ke - ueHa 50 EUR

3a caegHume gecmuHauuu: AucaboH, Magpug, Manaea, MNaama ge Matopka, Tea ABUB*,
MockBa, Cankm Memepbype, AMcmepgam, Mapuk, AoHgoH* u BapcearoHa makcama e 8
pasmep Ha 60 EUR.

3a 2oneMuHa Ha bazaka mexkgy 158 cm* u 203 cm* - ueHa 70 EUR

3a caegHUMe gecmuHauuu: AucaboH, Magpug, Manaza, MNMaama ge Matopka, Tea ABuB*,
MockBa, Cankm MNemepbype, AMcmepgam, MNapuxk, AoHgoH* u BapceaoHa makcama e 8
pasmep Ha 80 EUR.

3a 2oAeMuHa Ha bazavka mexkgy 203 cm* u 280 cm* - ueHa 100 EUR

3a caegHuUmMe gecmuHauuu: AucaboH, Magpug, Manaza, MNMaama ge Matopka, Tea ABuB*,
MockBa, Caxkm Nemepbypez, AMcmepgam, Mapuk, AoHgoH* u BapceaoHa makcama e 8
pasmep Ha 120 EUR.

[onvAHUMeAHa 6pouka - Bmopu 6azaxk go 23 ke go 158 cm* - ueHa 50 EUR

3a caegHUme gecmuHauuu: AucaboH, Magpug, Manaea, MNaama ge Matopka, Tea ABUB*,
MockBa, Cankm MNemepbype, AMcmepgam, Mapuwk, AoHgoH* u BapcearoHa makcama e B
pasmep Ha 60 EUR

[onvAHUMeAHa 6potka - mpemu 6azaxk go 23 ke go 158 cm* - ueHa 100 EUR

3a caegHUMe gecmuHauuu: AucaboH, Magpug, Manaza, MNMaama ge Matopka, Tea ABuB*,
MockBa, Cankm MNemepbype, AMcmepgam, MNapuk, AoHgoH* u BapceaoHa makcama e 8
pasmep Ha 120 EUR.

*3a nomyBaHe om /AoHgoH nocoyeHume mapugu ca coomBem+o 8 GBP u om Tea ABuB
B USD.

[Mpu nomyBaHe om HAakosa om epbukume gecmuHauuu (CoayH, AmuHa, Pogoc, Kopgy
uAu XepakAuoH) goneAHUMEAEH peaucmpupaH basax uau cBpbvxbazak Moxke ga

b6bge 3as88eH camo upe3 uzgamend Ha burema uAu npe3 LleHmvpa 3a obcaykBaHe Ha
kaueHmu no umeun Ha callfb@air.bg uau meaegoH +359 2 40 20 400.

TAKCU 3A CBPbXBATAX - BbTPELLH/ AUHN

3a meano Ha bazaka Mexkgy 23 ke u 32 ke - 15 EUR.

3a 2oneMuHa Ha bazavka mexkgy 158 cm* u 203 cm* - 40 EUR.

3a 2onemuHa Ha bazaka mexkgy 203 cm* u 280 cm* - 60 EUR.

[onvAHUMEeAHa 6polka - Bmopu 6azaxk go 23 ke go 158 cm* - 30 EUR.

[onovAHUMEAHa bpolka - mpemu Hazaxk go 23 ke go 158 cm* - 60 EUR.

Bazaxk ¢ meano Hag 32 ke moxke ga ce npeBo3Ba camo kamo kapezo.

B cayuad, ue buaemom gaBa npaBo Ha 6e3naameH npeBo3 Ha gBa Hpos pesucmpupaH
bazaxk, a nbomHukbm npeBo3Ba mpu 6posa pesucmpupaH bazak - mpemuam 6azaxk e 8
kameeopus ,JlonbAHUMeAHa Bpolka- mpemu 6azaxk go 23ke go 158 cm*.

3a noBeue uHpopmauus omHocHo Becuuku BugoBe cneuuareH bazaxk, MoAq nocememe
uHmepHem cmpaHuuama Ha beazapus Evp www.air.bg.

baggage/I+h+w/.

When traveling from any of the Greek destinations (Thessaloniki, Athens, Rhodes, Corfu
or Heraklion) checked baggage or oversize baggage can be requested only through the
ticket issuer or through the Customer Service Center by email at callfb@air.bg or phone

+359 2 40 20 400.

EXCEPTIONS

Gold card FLY MORE - 2 pieces of 23 kg and up to 158 cm each**

For tickets paid with VISA Platinum card by CCBank - 2 pieces of 23 kg and up to 158 cm
each**

For tickets paid with co-branded card Bulgaria Air / CCBank - 2 pieces of 23 kg and up to
158 cm each™*

For members of the ‘CCB Club’ programme- free checked-in baggage - 2 pieces of 23 kg.
Third piece is charged as third excess baggage**

Seamen - 2 pieces of 23 kg and up to 158 cm each***

Infants 0-2 years of age - If the fare of theticket of the adult who is accompanying the baby
allows 1 piecechecked baggage up to 23 kg, the baby is entitled to 1 piece checked bag-
gage up to 10 kg.

Transportation of baby carriages is free of charge, but it is mandatory to hand them over/to
receive them immediately before embarkation / disembarkation of the aircraft.

The aviation company shall not be responsible for damages resulting from transportation
on baggage belts, in case the carriage has not been handed over/received at the aircraft.

* The maximum allowed volume is the sum of the external length, height and width of the
baggage/I+h+w/. The passenger may carry more than the free of charge baggage allow-
ance for an additional fee. Third piece is charged as third excess baggage.

** If your tickets are paid in the company’s website, as well as in the cases of: possession
of gold card FLY MORE, membership in CCB Club, or tickets paid with co-branded card
from CCB and Bulgaria Air or Visa Platinum card from CCB you need to contact us by
phone +359 2 4020 400 or e-mail callfb@air.bg to reissue the ticket entitled to free 2 pieces
of luggage.

*** In order to take advantage of our conditions for the transportation of seamen, the ticket
must be issued at a special seaman fare. For more information and reservations, please
contact the Customer Service Center at +359 2 4020 400 or e-mail callfb@air.bg , any of the
Bulgaria Air offices or through the travel agent network.

Possession of card CCB Club, Visa Platinum CCB, co-branded card from CCB and Bul-
garia Air, and Gold Card FLY MORE does not entitle the additional free checked baggage
on tariff without luggage.

The right to two pieces of luggage for holders of Gold Card FLY MORE and CCB Club and
tickets paid with co-branded card CCB and Bulgaria Air and Visa Platinum card from CCB
is only on flights where the operating carrier is Bulgaria Air.

EXCESS BAGGAGE FEES — INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS

Baggage weight between 23 kg and 32 kg - 50 EUR

For the following destinations Lisbon, Madrid, Malaga, Palma de Mallorca, Tel Aviv*, Mos-
cow, St. Petersburg, Amsterdam, Paris, London* and Barcelona the fee is EUR 60.

For luggage sizes between 158** cm and 203 cm** - 70 EUR

For the following destinations: Lisbon, Madrid, Malaga, Palma de Mallorca, Tel Aviv*, Mos-
cow, St. Petersburg, Amsterdam, Paris, London* and Barcelona the fee is EUR 80

For baggage size between 203 **cm and 280 cm** - 100 EUR

For the following destinations Lisbon, Madrid, Malaga, Palma de Mallorca, Tel Aviv*, Mos-
cow, St. Petersburg, Amsterdam, Paris, London* and Barcelona the fee is EUR 120

Extra piece - second bag up to 23 kg x 158 cm** - 50 EUR

For the following destinations Lisbon, Madrid, Malaga, Palma de Mallorca, Tel Aviv*, Mos-
cow, St. Petersburg, Amsterdam, Paris, London* and Barcelona the fee is EUR 60

Extra piece - third bag up to 23 kg x 158 cm** - 100 EUR

For the following destinations Lisbon, Madrid, Malaga, Palma de Mallorca, Tel Aviv*, Mos-
cow, St. Petersburg, Amsterdam, Paris, London* and Barcelona the fee is EUR 120

* For travel from London these fares are respectively in GBP and from Tel Aviv in USD.

**The maximum allowed volume is the sum of the external length, height and width of the
baggage/I+h+w/. The passenger may carry more than the free of charge baggage allow-
ance for an additional fee. Third piece is charged as third excess baggage.

EXCESS BAGGAGE FEES — DOMESTIC FLIGHTS

Baggage weight between 23 kg and 32 kg - 15 euros

Baggage dimensions between 158 cm* and 203 cm* - 40 euros

Baggage dimensions between 203 cm* and 280 cm* - 60 euros

Extra piece - second bag up to 23 kg up to 158 cm* - 30 euros

Extra piece - third bag up to 23 kg up to 158 cm* - 60 euros

Baggage with weight over 32 kg may only be carried as cargo.

In case the ticket entitles a free carriage of 2 pieces of checked baggage and the pas-
senger carries 3 pieces of checked baggage - the third luggage is in the category " Extra
piece - second bag up to 23 kg up to 158 cm*".

*The maximum allowed volume is the sum of the external length, height and width of the
baggage/I+h+w/. The passenger may carry more than the free of charge baggage allow-
ance for an additional fee. Third piece is charged as third excess baggage.

For more information please check Bulgaria Air’'s website www.air.bg.
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FIT TO FLY

These handy exercises enable you to stay in top form - both
during and after the flight. Perform each move with steady,

A

FOTOBW 3A NOAET

Mpegaazame Bu HakoAako noaesHU coBema 3a moBa kak ga ce uyBcmBame
gobpe no Bpeme Ha noAema u cAeg Hezo. M3noaHaBaime ynpaxkHeHuama 6aBHo

u guwadme paBHomMepHO.

even breathing.

-

XOOAUAA FAE3EHU KOAEHE
10 nemu 15 nemu 30 nemu
MocmaBeme nemume [MpaBeme kpveaoBu

Ha noga u noBgusHeme gBukeHusa nbpBo ¢
Hazope npbcmume Ha eguHus kpak, a nocae ¢
kpakama. Mocae onpe- gpyeus.

me noga ¢ Npbcmu U

noBguzHeme nemume.

8 begpomo.

MoBgueHeme eguHun
kpak, gokamo He
ycemume HanpexeHue

PAMEHE

5 nemu

MocmaBeme poueme
Ha begpama u 3anou-
Heme ga onucBame
kpozoBu gBurkeHua

C pameHeme.

KPAKA

10 nemu

HaBegeme ce neko
Hanpeg. ObzbpHeME
C poue koneHeme

u 2u noBguzHeme Ha

HUBOMO Ha 2bpgume.

3agpwkme maka 15
cekyHgu.

rPbb N PbLE

15 nomu

MocmaBeme u gBeme
cmbnaaa Ha noga

u cmeeHeme kopema.
HaBe>kgalme ce
Hanpeg, gokamo
poueme Bu He onpam
npbcmume Ha kpakama.

FEET ANKLES KNEES

10 times 15 times 30 times
Placing your heels on Rotate your foot - Raise your legs,
the floor, stretch your first in one direction
toes upwards. Then, and then the other.
keeping your toes on

the floor, raise your

heels upwards.

in your thighs.

OA CE AETWU HE E CTPALLHO

Cmamucmukama coyu, Ye AemeHemo CbC CaMOAEmM e ganey
no-6e3onacHo om MHo20 gpyau gedHocmu. Ekunaxkom Ha Bawus
camonem e BucokokBaauduuupaH u ¢ 6ozam onum. Camoremume

Ha ,Boazapusa Eop” ca ¢ 6e3aynpeuHa noggporkka u mozam ga ycmosm
Ha BcakakBa mypboaeHUUsA.

Onumatdme ga ce omnycHeme - BguwBalme gbAboko npe3 Hoca
u 3agbprkalime Bo3gyxa HAkoAko cekyHgu, npegu ga 20 usdguwame.

MO BPEME HA MOAET

Ycewame boaka B ywume? 3anyweme Hoca, 3amBopeme ycmama
U 3anoyHeme ga npeaAbllame UAU ga ce onumBame ga uskapame
Bvagyxa, 6e3 ga omBapame ycma. JoBueHemo Ha goBka cobuwo nomaea.

Cmumyaupatume kpvBoobpaweHuemo cu, kamo ce pasxogume

no nomekama 8 camonema. M3bazBaime ga cegume ¢ kpocmocaHu kpaka,
3awomo moBa moxke ga oepaHuuu kpoBoobpaweHuemo. Moxke ga ce
nouyBcmBame no-ygobHo, ako cBaaume obyBkume. Mudme noBeue Boga

U no-Manko ankoxona, uald uau kade.

KAK OA CE NMPUCNOCOBUM
NO-BbP30 KbM YACOBUTE PA3AUKU

Onumalme ce ga Hacmpoume buoAo2uYHUSA cu YacoBHUk kbm BpemeBama
30Ha Ha 6bgewama Bu gecmuHauus, kamo Beuepma npegu norema cu
AE2Heme eguH yac No-paHo UAU NO-KbCHO.

He npekanaBaume ¢ merkkama xpaHa u He nuime mBopge MHO20 aAkoxoA
uAu kade Beuepma npegu norema. fbkme 6ozamu Ha NnpomMeuH XpaHu
8 nogxogauwu 3a HoBama uacoBa 3oHa OMpPA3bUU OM geEHOHOWUEMO.

Kozamo npucmuzHeme Ha uzbpaHama om Bac gecmuHauus, HanpaBeme
cu kpamka pasxogka. lNMpekapadme noHe 30 MuHymu Ha gHeBHa cBemauHa.

tensing the muscles

SHOULDERS

5 times

With your hands

on your thighs, rotate
your shoulders in

a circular motion.

RELAX!

LEGS

10 times

Bend forward slightly.
Wrap your hands
around one knee and
raise it to your chest.
Hold for 15 seconds.
Repeat with the other
knee.

BACK AND ARMS
15 times

Place both feet flat

to the floor and hold
your stomach in. Bend
forward, moving your
hands down your legs.

Statistics show that flying is much safer than many situations in daily lives.
The crew in control of the plane is highly trained and experienced.

Bulgaria Air aircrafts are thoroughly maintained and designed to withstand
various forms of turbulence

Try to relax - breathe in deeply through your nose, hold for three seconds
before exhaling slowly.

DURING THE FLIGHT

Ear pain? Pinch your nose shut, close your mouth and swallow or blow
out against your closed mouth. Alternatively, chew some gum.

Stimulate your circulation by walking around the cabin and stretching.
Avoid sitting with your legs crossed as this restricts circulation.
Removing your shoes may provide you with more comfort. Drink plenty
of water and not too much alcohol, tea or coffee.

REDUCING JETLAG

Begin adjusting your body clock to the time zone of your destination
the night before departure by going to bed earlier or later.

Don’t consume too much food the night before you leave, or drink too
much coffee or alcohol. Eat protein-rich meals at times that are normal
for your new time zone.

At your destination, take light exercise - such as a walk. Spend at least
30 minutes in daylight.



YOOBCTBO U
BE3OINACHOCT BbB Bb3AYXA

,Boazapus Ep“ Bu »kenae 6e3onaceH u ygobeH noaem.
BucokokBaauduuupaHume Hu Aemuu, cmloapgecu u cmloapgu ca obyueHu
ga ocuaypam 6esonacHocmma Bu. Emo Hakou ocHOBHU MOoMeHMU om
HesonacHocmma, ¢ koumo Moke ga ce 3ano3Haeme, gokamo noyuBame u
ce HacaakgaBame Ha noaema ¢ ,Boazapus Ep*.

BALLETO 3QPABE

Ako umMame npumecHeHus 3a 3gpaBemo cu, cBbp3aHu ¢ NnbmyBaHemo, u 0cobeHo
ako cmpagame om guxameAHU UAU CbpgeuHo-CbgoBu 3aboasBaHus, nocememe
Aekapsa cu npegu 3aMuHaBaHe. Anmekume Mozam ga Bu npegaokam aekap- cmBa
6e3 peuenma, Ho Hawuam coBem e BuHazu ga ce koHcyamupame ¢ Aekap kou ca
Hal-nogxogsauwu 3a Bac

BALUUAT BATAX

M3baeBatime mexkkusa poueH bazaxk. HoceHemo My moxke ga npemoBapu
opeaHusma Bu. [la cegHew B kpecromo yMOpeH U 3agbxaH, o3HauaBa ga
3anoyHew nomyBaHemo cu 3Ae. B pouHua bazark Hoceme camo ocHoBHOmMO,
koemo we Bu mpa6Ba no Bpeme Ha norema.

CPOKbBT 3A ABABAHE HA AETULLEETO

Onumalme ce ga npucmugHeme Ha Aemuwemo paHo. OcmaBeme cu
gocmamuvuHo Bpeme 3a dopmarHocmu, nazapyBaHe u omBerkgaHe koM camonema.
Bpememo 3a peeucmpupaHe Ha NoMHUUUME € Pa3AUYHO Ha pasAuYHUME Aemuula
u Moxke ga Bapupa cnopeg gecmuxauusma. Jobpe

e ga ce uHdopmupame npegBapumenHo 3a yaca, 8 koimo mpabBa ga cme

Ha Aemuwemo.

BALLATA CUTYPHOCT

3ano3Halme ce ¢ uzuckBaHusma 3a cugypHocm u 2u cnazBaume.

He ce coenacaBaime ga npeHacame uykg bazaxk. He ocmaBaime bazaka

cu 6e3 Hagsop.Caazalme HoxXkoBe, Hokuuu u ocmpu npegmemu 8 kydapa, koimo
npegaBame 3a mpaHcnopmupare 8 bazaxkHuka Ha camoaema. Ako ca B pvuHus Bu
Hazak, AemuuiHuUMe cAykbu 3a cueypHocm we Bu 3abpaHam ga eu kauume

B camonema.

BALLUUAT PbYEH BATAXK

Cnokeme mexkkume npegmemu nog cegankama npeg Bac, a aekume -

8 bazakHume omgeneHun Hag cegaakume. He 6aokupadme ¢ 6azak noma kom
aBaputHume usxogu u nomekume Mexkgy kpecrnama. OmBapsaume bazakHuuume
Hag cegankume BHumMameAHo - ako CbgbpkaHuemo um

e paamecmeHo no Bpeme Ha noAema, npu omBapaHe om max MoXke ga nagHam
npegmemu.

NYLWEHETO

MNMyweHemo B camorema e onacHo. 3abpaHeHo e Ha Bcuuku noaemu Ha ,Boazapus
Evop“. Ha kabuHHus ekunak e HapegeHo ga cAegu 3a udnbAHEHUEMO Ha 3abpaHama.
He nyweme 8 moaremHume, koumo ca obopygBaHu ¢ gamuuuu 3a gum.

YNbTBAHUATA 3A BE3OMACHOCT

MNMpegu 3amuHaBaHe u npucmueaHe kabuHHusM cobcmaB Ha ,Boazapust Eop* we

Bu 3ano3Hae ¢ npaBuaama 3a 6esonacHocm B8 camoaema. YnomBaHemo BkalouBa
cBegeHus 3a npegnasHume koaaHu, kucropogHume Macku, usxogume, aBapudHomo
HanyckaHe Ha camoAaema, cnacumeAaHume >kuaemku. Moaum 3a Bawemo BHumaHue
no Bpeme Ha geMoHcmpauuama. Paseaegaiime uHcmpykuuama 3a 6esonacHocm 8
camonema, kosmo e 8 gkoba Ha cegaskama npeg Bac.

KABUHEH EKUMAXX

KabuHHusm ekunaxk Ha ,Boagapusa Ebp“ ce epuku ga Bu obcay>kBa omauuHo
u ga ocueypsBa bezonacHocmma no Bcsko Bpeme. He ce npumecHsBaume ga
noBukame cmioapgecume u cmloapgume, kamo uanoAsBame pasnoroXkeHus
Hag kpecromo Bu BymoH, ga cnogeaame komeHmapume cu ¢ msax u ga au
yBegomaBame 3a nompebHocmume cu.

NPU MPUCTUTAHE
Mazeme bazakHume cu kynoHu, 3a ga Hamepume AecHo bazaka cu. Omgeaeme
Manko Bpeme, 3a ga ce akaumamusupame cAeg npucmuaaHemo cu.

Om 6 HoemBpu 2006 2. B EBponeuckus colos ca B cuna HOBu Mepku 3a cuzypHocm, koumo oezpaHuyaBam
koauuecmBomo meuHocmu B pouHus 6azaxk. Te mpabBa ga ca B camocmosmenHu onakoBku go 100 M Beaka
u obwo go 1 A, nocmaBeHu B8 camoszaneuamBau ce npospaueH nauk, kodmo nogaexku Ha npoBepka om cay-
»kumeaume no cuzyprocmma. OzpaHuyeHuAma ce omHacam 3a cAegHume meyHocmu: Boga, Hanumku, cynu,
cuponu, 2pumoBe, kpemoBe, AocuoHu, 2enoBe, napdlomu, gesogoparmu, cnpetioBe, nacma 3a 3b6u, NAHa 3a
6pocHeHe u He BkalouBam megukameHmu u 6ebewku xpaHu 3a noasBaHe no Bpeme Ha NbmyBaHemo, Ho me
nogaexkam Ha npoBepka

Cnucvkom noco4Ba Hakou om 3abpaHeHume 3a npeHoc npegmemu, 6e3 ga 6bge uzyepnameneH.

Moas, koHcyamupalime ce ¢ AemuwHUA NEPCOHAaA 3a NO-NbAHa UHPOPMayus.

YBarkaeMu nomHuuu,

B coomBemcmBue ¢ gupekmuBa Ha EBponetckama komucus 68/2004 om 15 aHyapu 2004 2., B oxpaHaemume
30HU Ha Aemuuwiama u 8 pbuHusa 6azak He 6uBa ga ce crazam npegmemu, ¢ koumo e B3aMOXKHO UAU U32nexk-
ga BuamMoXkHO ga ce npuuuHu HapaHaBare. Cpeg sabpaHeHume npegmemu ca:

BcakakBu BugoBe ozHecmpeAHO opbXkue /| kamanyamu u XapnyHu / umMumauuu Ha O2HECMPEeAHO
opukue, 8 moBa yucno gemcku uzpauku /opoxkeliHu yacmu, ¢ uskaloyeHue Ha ypegu 3a meaeckonuyHo
BuwkgaHe | nokapozacumenu | exekmpowokoBu ypegu / 6pagBu, cekupu, camopu, momaxaBku /
AvkoBe, kbcu konus | BeakakBu 3aocmpeHu MemanHu npegMemu, koumo Mo2am ga nocayxkam 3a
HapaHsaBaHe | HokoBe, HezaBucumo om npegHa3HaueHuemo um /cabu, meyoBe | GpbcHauu, ckaaneau |
HoXuuu, ¢ pexkewsa yacm, no-goaza om 6 cm | 6opmawuHu, omBepmku, knewu, uykoBe | koHku 3a neg /
Bcuuku BugoBe cnopmHu cmukoBe, 6yxanku, weku u moszu | Bcuuku BugoBe o6opygBaHe 3a 60lHU
cnopmoBe / amyHuuuu, 2paHamu, MuHu, BoeHHu ekcnao3uBu / gemoHamopu / 2a3 u 2a3oBu
koHmeuHepu / BcakakBu nupomexHuuecku cpegcmBa / xAop, napaausupawu cnpetioBe, consomBopeH
2a3 [ mepneHMuH, paspegumen u aepo3oAHa 60s [ Hanumku ¢ Hag 70% cogbp)kaHue Ha aAKOXOA.

YOUR COMFORT AND
SAFETY IN THE AIR

Bulgaria Air wishes you a safe and comfortable journey. Our highly trained flight
deck and cabin crews are here to take care of your safety. While relaxing and
enjoying Bulgaria Air’s inflight service, you may consider the basic points that
follow.

YOUR HEALTH

If you have any medical concerns about making a journey, or if you suffer from a
respiratory or heart condition, see your doctor before traveling. There are over-the-
counter medicines available, but we recommended always to consult a doctor to
determine which are suitable for you.

YOUR LUGGAGE

Try to travel light. Carrying heavy bags can cause considerable stress you may not
be used to. Arriving at your sit exhausted and perspiring is not a good start to your
journey. In your hand luggage, carry only essential items which you will genuinely
need during the flight.

YOUR CHECK IN DEADLINE

Arrive early at the airport. Give yourself plenty of time to check-in, shop and board.
Check-in times vary from airport to airport and from destination to destination.
Please, inform yourself well in advance to avoid delays/cancellations.

YOUR SECURITY

Do read and follow the security requirements. Do not agree to carry other people’s
items with you. Never leave your luggage unattended. Store personal knives,
scissors and other sharp objects safely inside your suitcase or hold luggage. If you
do not, airport security staff will stop you taking them aboard in your cabin luggage.

YOUR HAND LUGGAGE

Please store heavy items underneath the seat in front of you. Stow lighter items
in the overhead luggage racks. Please ensure you do not block access to the
emergency exits, and do not block the aisle. Please open the overhead lockers
with caution: items there may have become disturbed and may fall onto the seats
below.

SMOKING

Smoking onboard is dangerous. All Bulgaria Air flights are non-smoking and
cabin crew are under strict instructions to monitor observance. Please do not
smoke in the lavatories; they are equipped with smoke sensors.

THE SAFETY BRIEFING

Before departure and on approach, Bulgaria Air cabin crew will demonstrate the
rules of safety on board our aircraft. The briefing includes information on your
seatbelt, how to use your oxygen mask, how to locate exits, how to leave the
aircraft in an emergency, and how to use your lifejacket. Please spare a moment
to watch their demonstration. Please also consult the illustrated Safety on Board
leaflet in the seat pocket in front of you.

YOUR CABIN CREW

The Bulgaria Air flight attendants are on board to provide you with top class
inflight service and ensure your safety at all times. Please do not hesitate to use
the overhead attendant call button and share comments or request service from
your flight attendant.

AT THE DESTINATION AIRPORT

Have your luggage identification tags ready to help you find your luggage.
Give yourself some time for initial acclimatisation with the weather and
environment of your destination.

From November 6, 2006 the European Union adopted new security rules that restrict the amount of liquids
you can take through security checkpoints, in addition to other prohibited articles. These liquids must be in
individual containers with a maximum capacity of 100 ml each, packed in one transparent, resealable plastic
bag (with a capacity of no more than one litre). The restrictions apply to liquids such as water, drinks, soups,
syrups, make-up, creams, lotions, gels, perfumes, deodorants, sprays, tooth paste and shaving foam. Liquid
foods for babies and any medication a passenger may need during a flight are exempt from the above
restrictions but must be presented at security checkpoints.

This is not an exhaustive list. If in doubt, please, consult the airport staff who will be happy to provide
you with more detailed information.

Dear passengers,

In keeping with European Commission Regulation N2 68/2004 of 15 January 2004, any object capable, or
appearing capable of causing injury should not be carried into the security restricted areas of the airports and
into the aircraft's cabins. These include, but are not limited to.

all types of firearms / catapults and harpoons / replica or imitation firearms, toy guns /comp

parts of firearms (excluding telescopic sighting devices) / fire extinguishers | stun or shocking
devices | axes, hatc ets, meat cleavers; machetes [ arrows and darts | any type of sharpened

metal objects, which could cause injury / all types of knives | sabers, swords / open razors

and blades, scalpels | scissors with blades more than 6 cm in length / drills, screwdrivers,
crowbars, hammers | ice skates |/ any type of sport bats, clubs, / sticks or paddles / any martial
arts equipment /| ammunition, grenades, mines, explosives and explosive devices | detonators |
gas and gas containers [ any pyrotechnics | chlorine, disabling or incapacitating sprays, tear

gas [ turpentine and paint thinner, aerosol spray paint / alcoholic beverages exceeding 70% by
volume.




®

S13d HLIM ONIATS
UNINNG oIV UHMYWoO

iy

VYOVVM OFHENG O 3AvHdN
SSV1J SSANISNG 01 3avydDdn

1404NOD IHOW | Fﬁ
1dO®WOM Ih3gou

HONIA A3INVAINODOVNN |
3130 OHIXKAJITAdLIH VH €093dL

3awomo 3Haem, ue

me ca yacm om
Bawemo cemeilicmBo -
Bv3nonsBaime ce

om ycAy2ama Hu 3a
npeBo3 Ha goMmawHu
Alo6umuu!

Mpu npeBo3a Ha gomawHu
Alobumuu 8 nomHuueckama
kabuHa /PETC/ makcuMaaHOMoO
gonycmumo meaao Ha
>kuBomtomo u kaemkama e 8 ke,
a pasmepume Ha knemkama

48 x 35 x 22 cm. 3a ycayeama

ce 3annawa makca om 60 eBpo
8 nocoka.

IMpu npeBo3 Ha gomawHu AlbuMuu
8 6acakHomo omgeneHue /AVIH/
HAMa o2paHuyeHue B mezaomo

Upgrade go 6usHec
knaca, 3agae
nepdpekmHo

,BoAzapus Evp“ Bu
gaBa BoamorkHocm ga
noBuwume komdopma
Ha cBoemo nomyBaHe
brazogapeHue Ha
ycayeama Upgrade go
busHec kaaca.

Upgrade moxe ga 6vge 3akyneH
om 24 yaca go 40 murymu

npegu usAUMaHe, Npu HaAuyue

Ha cBobogHu mecma. OcBeH
ygobcmBo u kompopm, ycayeama
Bu Hocu owe peguua npegumcmBa

No6aBeme noBeue
ygo6cmBo kom
Bawemo nomyBaHe!

Kak? Kamo 3anasume cBoemo
MACMO C gONbAHUMEAHO
npocmpaHcmBo u noBeye
komdopm cpeuty makca om 20
eBpo Ha nocoka, uau usbepeme
cBoemo npegnoyumaHo MAcmo,
6AU30 go U3x0ga, cpely makca om
10 eBpo Ha nocoka. Ycayeama e
HaAuyHa 3a gupekmHume noaemu,
usnoAHABaHU om aBuokoMnaHuama.
Cegankume ¢ noBeue
npocmpaHcmBo u kompopm

ca pa3noAokeHU Ha 3 peg u
aBapueH u3xog, a mesu Ha 4

MomyBaHe Ha geua 6e3
npugpy>kumen

[oBepeme ce Ha
ycayeama Ha ,Boasapus
Evp* 3a npeBos Ha
Henpugpy»keHu geua

u 6bgeme cnokoUHu

3a cBoemo geme

no Bpeme Ha noaem!

- 3a geua Ha Bo3pacm mexXgy 3

u 5 2. ocugypaBame eckopm -
cmiloapg, kolimo ga nocpewHe
gememo om usnpauwiaua Ha
omnpaBHomMo Aemuuwe, ga 20
npugpy»u no Bpeme Ha Bcuuku
AEMUUWHU Npouegypu go kauBaHe
8 camonema, ga ce no2puXku AUYHO
3a cnokolHomo My nomyBaHe u
ga 20 npegage Ha nocpewaava
npu npucmuzaHe. 3a gememo ce
3anAawa nvaHama mapuda 6es
gemcko HamaneHue, naloc 50%

Ha »kuBomHomo, a makcumaaHume
pasmepu Ha knemkama ca

110 x 65 x 70 c™. INpu 0bwo mearo
go 32 ke ce 3anaawa makca 100
eBpo, a Hag 32 ke - 140 eBpo

8 nocoka.

MpeBoszbm Ha gomawHu

Alobumuu 3agbrkumenHo

nogaexku Ha nomBopkgeHue

om ABuokomnaHuama.

Mozam ga 6bgam npeBo3BaHu
camo kyuema u komku,

kamo eguHcmBeHo go u om
BeaukobpumaHus He ce
npegaaza ycayeama npeBo3
Ha XuBomHu.

BolGHume u onacHu nopogu
ce npuemam 3a npeBo3 camo
kamo kapzo.

kamo npuopumemHu uekupaHe

u kauBaHe B8 camonema,
gonvAHUMeneH Bazaxk, gocmon
go busHec caroHume Ha
Aemuwiama u busHec kaaca
kemobpuHe. Ako cme uneH Ha
npozpama FLY MORE, neueaume u
noBeue mouku.

BaxHo e ga ce ombeaexu, ue
npu norem ¢ npekauBaHe mpa6Ba
ga Cce cnasu paspeleHuemo 3a
npeBo3 Ha Hazak u Ha gpyaus
npeBosBau. CoBemBame Bu ga
3aaBume UPGRADE MuHumym 2
yaca npegu usAuUMaHe Ha norema
om Cogus, 3a ga ce Hacnagume

u Ha kemopuHaa kamo uacm om

peg moxkeme ga pesepBupame
kamo npegnoyumaHu, nopagu
6AU30CMMa UM go usxoga u
BwvamokHocmma 6bp3o ga ce
omnpaBume kbm kpadHama
mouka UAU mpaHchepHUA cu
nyHkm.

Moykeme ga 3asBume u
3anaamume cBoemo MAcmo
upes LleHmopa 3a o06cAykBare
Ha kaueHmu Ha mea.: +(359) 2 40
20 400 unu no e-mail Ha callfb@
air.bg, kakmo u 8 odpucume Ha
,Boreapusa Evp’, upes usgamens
Ha BuAnema u Ha Aemuwemo
npegu nonema. CoBemBame

Bu ga 3aaBume ycayeama
npegBapumenHo, 3a ga cu

om egHonocouHama mapuga
8 M kaaca u gBynocouHu
AemuwHU makcu 3a cmloapga-
npugpy>kumea.

« 3ageuamexkgy 5ulle ce
ocuzypnaBa cay>kumen, koimo

ga nocpeuiHe gememo om
usnpawaua Ha omnpaBHomo
Aemuuwle, kakmo u makoB, koamo
ga 20 npegage Ha nocpewava
npu npucmuzaHe. 3a gememo
Cce 3anAawia NbAHama mapuda
6e3 gemcko HamaneHue, naloc
UM makca 8 pa3mep Ha 50 eBpo
Ha omceuka 3a MexkgyHapogHu
nonemu u 30 eBpo 3a BompewHu
noaemu. 3a Codua - AOHgoH
makcama e 60 eBpo, a 3a AoHgoH
- Codus e 60 nayHga.

« Mo »kenaHue Ha pogumeaume,
geua om 12 go 18 2. Mo2zam cowo
ga ce Bo3noa3Bam om ycayzama

MemHuuume, koumo >kenasm ga
nbmyBam ¢ gomawieH Alobumedy, (kyue
uAu komka), npegBapumeaHo mpa6Ba
ga ce 3ano3HaAm ¢ uHcmpykuuume
3a npeBos Ha goMawHu Alobumuu

Ha aBuokomnaHuama Ha www.air.bg

u ga cna3Bam Bcuuku ycaoBusa Ha
peanamenm 576/2013. PeaanameHmom
e 3agbrkumeneH 3a Becuuku cmpaHu
uneHku Ha EC. Mo Bpeme Ha check-in
gokymeHmume Ha Alobumeua, we
Bogam 06cmotHo NpoBepeHu.
Macnopmbm mpa6Ba ga omezoBapsa
Ha obwonpuemus MeXkgyHapogeH
obpaseu,

Bcuukume npegumcmBa.

Takcama 3a ycayeama Upgrade

e 50 eBpo* B nocoka no BompewHu
AuHuu u 100 eBpo* B nocoka

Nno MeKgyHapogHU AUHUU.

Mo>keme ga 3akynume Upgrade upe3
LleHmopa 3a o6caykBaHe Ha kaueHmu
Ha meA.: +(359) 2 40 20 400 uAu no
e-mail Ha callfb@air.bg, kakmo u 8
oducume Ha ,Boazapus Ebp,

ypes usgameas Ha buaema uAu

Ha Aemuwemo npegu noAem.

*3a omceukama AoHgoH - Codusa
makcama e 100 nayHga.

2apaHmupame HaAU4HO MACMO U ga
cnecmume BpemMe Ha Aemuwemo.
CnegBa ga ce uma npegBug,

Ye uma NomHUUY, koumo He
Mo2am ga bbgam HacmaHaBaHu
Ha aBapulHu usxogu, Hanpumep
xopa ¢ ¢usuyecku, ncuxuyecku u
cAyxoBu yBpexkgaHus, BvapacmHu
xopa, geua u 6ebema (coc uau
6e3 npugpy>kumen) U NbmHUUU C
HagHOPMEHO Me2A0.

* 3a Tea ABuB makcama e 8
wamcku goaapa, 3a AoHgoH B8
nayHga, 3a Lllopux 8 wBeuuapcku
¢paHka.

cpeuly 3anAawaHe
Ha UM makcama. Ha max ce
npegocmaBa cbuama ycayaa
kamo 3a geua mexkgy 5u 11 2.
3a ga ce Bv3noa3Bame om
ycAyzama, e Heobxogumo ga
omnpaBume 3anumBaHemo cu
NoHe 2 cegMmuuu Npegu NoAema
Ha callfb@air.bg.

[ememo Bu 3agbrkumearo mpatBa
ga Hocu Coc cebe
cu BaaugeH nacnopm.

EgHa cmloapgeca moxe ga
npugpy>aBa gBe geua om egHo
cemelcmBo - 6pama u cecmpu,
koumo nomyBam 3aegHo. 3a max
ce 3annawa egHa UM makca.

Because we know they
are part of your family —
take advantage of

our service for animal
transportation!

When transporting pets in the
passenger cabin /PETC/ the
maximum weight of the animal
and the cage is up to 8 kg and
the maximum dimensions of the
cage - 48 x 35 x 22 cm. A fee
of EUR 60 per direction applies.

When transporting pets in the
luggage compartment /AVIH/ there
are no limitations in the weight of
the animal.

The maximum dimensions of the

Upgrade to business
class to be perfect

Bulgaria Air gives you

the opportunity to increase
the comfort of your trip
with the Upgrade to the
business class service.

The Upgrade may be purchased
from 24 hours to 40 minutes before
scheduled departure in case of
availability.

By choosing it you get not only
comfort and convenience, but also

Travel even more
comfortable

Bulgaria Air gives you the
opportunity to guarantee more
in-flight comfort!

How? Just book your seat with
extra space and more comfort
for 20 EUR per flight or book
your preferred seat near the
exit f for 10 EUR per flight. The
service is available for all direct
flights operated by Bulgaria Air.
Seats with extra space are
located on the 3rd row and
emergency exit, while those at
4th row can be booked as a

Unaccompanied
minors flying

Trust the Bulgaria

Air service for
unaccompanied minors
and let them flying
without any worries!

+ For children between 3 and 5
years old we provide an escort -
flight attendant who will pick

up the child from the person
who is escorting him/her at the
departure airport, will be next

to the child during all airport
procedures until boarding the
plane, personally take care of the
child’s safe journey during the
flight and will hand him/her over
to the welcoming person at the
arrival airport. The full ticket fare
is payable for the child (without
a child’s discount), plus 50% of

container are 110 x 65 x 70 cm.

At the weight of the animal and
container up to 32 kg, a fee of
EUR 100 per direction applies,
if the weight is over 32 kg -

EUR 140 per direction applies.

Pets’ transportation is a subject
to compulsory confirmation from
the Airline.

Only dogs and cats are
acceptedfor transport.

Animal transportation to and
from Great Britain is not allowed.

The fighting and dangerous
breeds are accepted for carriage

priority check-in and boarding in
the airplane, additional baggage,
access to airport business
lounges and business class
catering. If you are a member of
our frequent flyer program FLY
MORE, you earn more points

as well.

Please note that in case of a
connecting flight, the luggage
permit of the other carrier must
be checked and observed with.

We also advise you to request
UPGRADE at least 2 hours before
the departure from Sofia in order

preferred due to their proximity
to the exit point and the
availability they provide for the
passenger to head straight to
his final destination or transfer
point.

You can request and prepay
your seat by contacting our
Customer Service Center

at +(359) 2 40 20 400 or via
e-mail: callfb@air.bg, as well

as in the Bulgaria Air's offices,
through the ticket issuer and
at the airport prior the flight.
We recommend you to request
the service in advance to make
sure we have an available seat

the one-way fare in the M class
and two-way airport taxes for the
escort flight attendant.

« For children between 5 and
11 years old a staff member

is provided to welcome the child
from the escorting person at the
departure airport, as well as

a person to hand him over to
the welcoming person at the
arrival airport. The full ticket fare
is payable for the child (without
a child’s discount), plus a UM
fee of EUR 50 in direction for
international flights and EUR 30
in direction for domestic flights.
For Sofia - London the fee

is EUR 60 and for London -
Sofia is GBP 60.

- Per parents request, children
between 12 and 18 years old
could also take advantage of

only as cargo.

Passengers willing to travel with

a pet (dog or a cat), should get
acquainted in advance with the
airline’s instructions for traveling
with pets on www.air.bg as well as
to observe and follow all the condi-
tions of Regulation 576/2013. The
regulation is mandatory for all EU
member countries. During check-
in the pet's documents will be
thoroughly checked. The passport
must comply with the generally
accepted international model.

to enjoy catering as part of
all the benefits of the service.
The Upgrade fee is EUR 50 in
direction for domestic flights
and EUR 100 in direction for
all international flights.

Upgrade can be purchased at

our Customer Service Center:
+(359) 2 40 20 400 or via e-mail:
callFB@air.bg, and also in the
Bulgaria Air offices, through the
ticket issuer or at the airport before
the flight.

for you and to save time at the
airport.

It should be considered

that here are passengers

who cannot be seated in an
emergency exit row (some of
the seats with extra leg space
are situated next to these exits)
such as people with physical,
mental and hearing impairments
and limitations, elderly people,
children and babies (including
unaccompanied minors (UMNR)
and overweight passengers.

* For Tel Aviv the fee is in USD, for
London in GBP, for Zurich in CHF

the service, against payment of
the UM fee. They are provided

the same service as for children
between 5 and 11 years of age.

In order to take advantage

of the service, you should make
your inquiry at least two weeks
prior the flight at callfb@air.bg

Your child must carry a valid
passport with him/her. One flight
attendant can accompany two
children from the same family -
brothers and sisters who travel
together. For them is paid

a single UM fee.
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CODESHARE
PARTNERS

Codeshare partnerships are an integral part of
Bulgaria Air route portfolio. They enable the airline to
provide it s customers more frequencies to a particular
destination as well as to widen its destinations list at
facilitated booking procedure.

IBERIA,’

SOFIA - MADRID
MADRID - LAS PALMAS / TENERIFE

QATAR €

AIRWAYS dggbmdll

Sofia - Doha / Bucharest / Varna / Burgas

4= AEGEAN

A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER . F

SOFIA - ATHENS / LARNACA / VARNA / BURGAS
ATHENS - BEYRUT / TEL AVIV / EREVAN / NICE / TBILISI
LARNACA - TEL AVIV

28 AirSERBIA

SOFIA - BELGRADE / TEL AVIV / LARNACA / VARNA
BELGRADE - GENEVA

AIRFRANCE Y

SOFIA - PARIS / VARNA
PARIS - NICE / LYON / BORDEAUX

KLM

SOFIA - AMSTERDAM

I"TZ\

AIRWAYS

SOFIA - ROME / MILAN / VARNA / BURGAS
ROME - MILAN / TURIN / FLORENCE / GENOA / NAPLES
/ PIZA / VENICE / BOLOGNA / TRIEST / VERONA /
CATANIA / BARI / PALERMO / LAMECIA TERME /
BRINDIZI / REGGIO CALABRIA / MADRID / BARCELONA /
AMSTERDAM / LONDON / PARIS / BRUSSELS / PRAGUE /
GENEVA / MALTA

d/ww bt

VARNA/BURGAS - SOFIA - BUCHAREST
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CODESHARE PARTNERS

Code share napmHbopcmBomo no3BoaaBa Ha
aBuokomnaHuume ga npegaazam Ha cBoume
NbmHUUU NoBeye NnoAemu go gageHama
gecmuHauus npu obaekuera npouegypa 3a
pesepBauus, kakmo Ha cobcmBeHume noremu, maka
U Ha NOAEMUME Ha NapmHbopPa NO Mapwpyma.

The Code share partnership enables airlines
to provide for their valuable customers more
frequencies to each particular destination at
facilitating booking procedure, on every own
operated or marketing flight en route.

—_— AIRFRANCE 4

ATRWAYTS

IBERIA j

AR ALLIS LT M

QATAR €

AIRWAYS dgmil —

Bulgaria Air

National Carrier

www.air.bg

er lion
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SPA PARTNERS

Special prorate agreement e cpeg ocHoBHUMe
mopzoBcku goeoBopu, npegocmaBaw, Ha
napmHbopckume aBuokomnaHuu uskalouumeaHama
BoamoxkHocm ga yBeauuam 6pos Ha npegaazaHume
gecmuHauuu npe3 gageH nyHkm u ga omeoBopsam Ha
MbPCEHEMO Ha kAUEHMUME ¢ NPUEMAUBU UEHU.

The Special prorate agreement is among the basic
commercial agreements, giving partner airlines a
significant opportunity to enlarge number of global
beyond destinations offered in response to customer
demands at reasonable prices.

—_ FINNARIR
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Srilankan

TAPPORTUGAL

virgin atlantic W (L AirEuropa

INTERLINE PARTNERS:

Interline agreement no3BoasBa BaaumHomo
npusHaBaHe Ha Buremume U NO MO3U HaUUH
cbwecmBeHo gonpuHaca 3a moBa gBeme
aBuokomnaHuu ga mozam ga npegaazam npogykma
Ha NapmHbopa NO PEgOBHU AUHUU.

The Interline agreement permits the acceptance
of each other’s airtickets and that way contributes
significantly both airlines to be able to offer
customers reciprocally their product on schedule
services.
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/Aememe go Bcska moyka Ha cBema ¢ bvazapus Evbp u napmHbopu.
Fly anywhere across the world with Bulgaria Air and partners.
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/Aememe go Bcska mouka Ha cBema ¢ bvazapusi Evp u napmHbopu.
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Fly anywhere across the world with Bulgaria Air and partners.
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BbAI'APVA EbP: Koge ga HU Hamepume?

BULGARIA AIR: Where to find us?

Germany, Berlin

Bulgarian Air Tour
Leipziger str 114-115,
10117 Berlin, Germany
Working hours:
Monday - Friday
09:00-18:00 Local Time

phone.: +49 30 2514405

+49 30 2514460
fax:  +49 30 2513330
e-mail: info@berlin-bat.de
www.air.bg

Customer Service Center

1, Brussels Blvd Sofia Airport,
Sofia 1540

Working Hours:

Every day 08:00-20:00 Local Time

phone: +359 2 402 04 00
e-mail: callFB@air.og
www.air.bg

Head office

1, Brussels Blvd Sofia Airport,
Sofia 1540

Working Hours:

Monday - Friday

09:00-17:30 Local Time

fax: +359 2 984 02 03
e-mail: office@air.bg
www.air.bg

United Kingdom, London

Airport office Heathrow

Ticket Pod 3 (Zone G) Terminal 4
Heathrow Airport TW6 3FB
Working hours:

Monday - Friday

09:30 - 17:30 Local Time

phone: +44 208 745 9833

+44 788 966 4174
e-mail: LHR@bulgaria-air.co.uk
www.air.bg

Sofia City Office

2 lvan Vazov Street
Working hours:

Monday - Friday

09:00 - 17:30 Local time

phone: +359 2 402 03 93
e-mail: tickets1@air.bg
www.air.bg

FLY MORE Office

1, Brussels Blvd Sofia Airport,

Sofia 1540

Every day: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(lunch break - 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.)

+359 2 984 02 96
e-mail: flymore@air.bg
www.air.bg

Russia, Moscow

City Office
3 Kuznetzkiy Most Str., Moscow,
125009, Russia
Working hours:
Monday - Friday:
09:00-13:00/14:00-18:00 Local Time
Saturday: 10:00-14:00
(between June and
September)
Temporarily closed

phone: +7 49 5789 9607
e-mail: ticketmow@air.bg

moscow@air.bg
www.air.bg

Airport office

Sheremetyevo airport, Terminal F, fl. 2,
ticket desks 10 and 14

Working hours:

Opens 2 hours before flight
Temporarily closed

e-mail: svoapfb@mail.ru
www.air.bg

Varna Airport Office

Varna Airport

Terminal 2, Departures

Working hours: Opens 2 hours prior
to scheduled departure

phone: +359 52 573 321
fax: +359 52 501 039
e-mail: varna@air.bg
www.air.bg

Varna City Office

55, 8-mi primorski polk blvd
Working Hours:

Monday - Friday

09:00 - 17:00 Local time

(lunch break: 12:30 p.m.-1.30 p.m.)

phone: +359 52 651 101
e-mail: varna_city@air.bg
www.air.bg

TLV

Israel - Tel Aviv

Open Sky LTD

25 Ben Yehuda Str.
Israel 63806, Tel Aviv
Working hours:
Sunday - Thursday:
09:00-17:00 Local Time

phone: +972 379 51 355
fax: +972 379 51 354
e-mail: annie@open-sky.co.il
www.air.bg

Shumen City office

Shumen, Patleyna 10 str.
Monday-Friday: 09:00-17:00

phone: +359 887 84 01 71
e-mail: shumen@air.bg
www.air.bg

C
2
“M>

Mailing Address:

1819 Polk St #401 San Francisco, CA
94109

Working Hours:

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm,
Saturday - Sunday 9am -1pm (EST)

phone: 1-855-FLY-TO-BG (359-8624)
e-mail: tickets@bulgariaairusa.com
www.air.bg

BRU

Belgium, Brussels

Working hours:
Monday - Friday
10:00-19:00 Local Time

phone: +32 470 401 260
e-mail: brussels@air.bg
www.air.bg

VIE

1

Austria, Vienna

Intervega Reisen

Tiefer Graben 9, A-1010 Wien, Austria
Working Hours:

Monday - Thursday

09:00-17:30 Local Time

Friday

09:00-17:00 Local Time

phone: +43 1 5352550
0 900 220013 (domestic line)
fax: +431 5352552
e-mail: intervegareisen@aon.at
office@intervega.at
www.air.bg
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3a6bpaBeme c8ema
u omkpuume c6os...

Temnepamypume ce nokadyBam u 3aegHO ¢ msx ce noka4yBa
HEMbBPNEHUEMO HU 30 MOPCcku npukaloyeHus.

Ouwie maako ocmaBa go omkpuBaHemMO HA Ce30H 2024

B8 KbMnuHe MaguHa. O4akBame mel

3a noBeye UHPOPMAUUSA U pelsepBauuu:
+3059 888 /7 33 44
office@campinggradina.com
reservations@campinggradina.com

www.campinggradina.com



LACRIMA

SINCE 1959

LACRIMA KPEMA CHPEHE

1959 2y ‘,
K ErS
P 100% GATAPCKM NPHPOEN NPOU3XOR

13 CTAHAAI
KPABE MAC/O0 100 100% CIASBAHE HA CTAWAAPTHTE 3A KAYECTBO

i e R

CTAHAAPT 1qqy, GbATAPCKH NPHPOAEH NPOK3X0A
e
100% CNA3BAHE HA CTAHAAPTHTE 3A KAYECTBO
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Frezes-lioo

14.04.24 . g 13-14.09.24

Y AT O R o R & XypoxecTBeHa ruMHacTuka s3ana “Cocumsa”
20.04.24

KapTuHT puHr Mon MaxkopeTteH cnopt / MnyBaHe / ®yT60n

29.06.24

Jleka aTneTuka HaumoHaneH cTaguoH “Bacun Moapo6HOCTHTE 3a CHOMTMETO Lie 6bJaT 06ABEHM
JleBckn “ Ha cTpaHuuaTta Hu BbB Facebook.

U LACRIMA
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) Gagzc 5 MOAKPENAME MAAAUTE TAANAHTU!
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